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Best  Values  in  New  Equipment 


K  you  were  a  jockey, 
this  would  be  Secretariat. 


Power,  speed,  performance  ...  the  best 
of  its  kind.  That's  what  you  thinic  of 
when  someone  mentions  a  famous 
Thoroughbred  like  Secretariat.  And 
it's  what  you  get  in  Case  International 
MAXXUNT  tractors  at  77,  86  and  94 
pro  horsepower  (57,  64  and  70  kW). 

Built  with  farmers  like  you  in 
mind.  MAXXUM  tractors  are  in  a 
class  by  themselves,  with  the  features 
Jarmers  like  you  demand:  Plenty  of 
glass  for  an  unobstructed  view.  A  for- 
ward/reverse shuttle  shift  and  option- 
al powershift  transmission  to  make 
you  more  productive.  Optional  creep- 
er speeds  for  added  versatility.  Quiet, 


In  a  dass  by  itself. 

comfortable  cabs  to  make  long  days 
go  easier.  Power  and  traction  to  han- 
dle more  work  than  you've  ever  done 
with  this  size  tractor.  But  that's  not  all. 

Protection  from  the  industry's 
best  warranty.*  A  MAXXUM  tractor's 
S-year/SOOO-hour  warranty  gives  you 
I>eace  of  mind  and  more.  It  tells  you 
these  tractors  were  built  right  in  the 
first  place.  And  if  you  trade  while 


under  warranty,  the  coverage  is  com- 
pletely transferrable.  Just  think  what 
that  can  do  for  resale  value. 

Put  a  Thoroughbred  to  work  for 
you.  You  may  not  be  a  jockey.  But  as 
a  farmer,  you  need  a  tractor  that  per- 
forms like  a  Thoroughbred  day  after 
day,  season  after  season.  You  need  a 
MAXXUM  tractor.  Ask  your  Case  IH 
dealer  to  bring  one  out  to  your  farm 
so  you  can  put  it  through  its  paces. 

•Exdudlng  Urn,  which  ire  covered  by  their  cwn 
manufacturers'  warranties.  A  $200  deductible 
applies  to  each  repair  after  the  first  year. 
The  Twin  Spires  design  is  a  registered  trademark  of 
Churchill  Downs  Incorporated. 
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See  These  Case  IH  Dealers 


Switzer  Sales  and  Service 

Jeanerette,  LA 
(318)  276-6384 


Gremillion's,  inc. 

New  Roads,  LA 
(504)  638-6347 


Baton  Rouge,  LA 
(504)  357-6453 


Lemann's  Farm  Supply  Inc. 

Thibodaux,  LA 
(504)  447-3776 


Lanier  Int'l.  Inc. 

Abbeville,  LA 
(318)893-1988 

Donaldsonville,  LA 
(504)  473-7927 
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UP  FRONT 
WITH  THE  LEAGUE 

By  P.  J,  deGravelles,  Jr. 


The  harvesting  of  the  1991  Louis- 
iana sugarcane  crop  is  scheduled  to 
begin  during  the  last  week  of 
September.  The  early  start-up  was  due 
to  an  estimated  larger  than  normal  crop. 

From  the  standpoint  of  weather, 
1991  has  been  an  unusual  year.  Follow- 
ing a  very  mild  winter,  the  crop  looked 
exceptionally  good  in  March  and  early 
April.  This  writer's  article  in  the  May 
1,  1991  edition  of  The  Sugar  Bulletin 
(which  was  actually  written  on  April  5, 
1991)  was  entitled  "What  A  Difference 
A  Year  Makes."  But  the  torrential  rain- 
fall that  blanketed  most  of  the  sugar 
belt  during  April  and  May  gave  us  a  dif- 
ferent perspective  on  the  crop.  Thus,  my 
June  article  was  entitled  "What  A  Dif- 
ference A  Month  Makes." 

Beginning  in  mid  June,  the  weather 
seemed  to  be  more  normal;  high 
temperatures  and  afternoon  showers. 
Although  the  wet  spring  had  hampered 
good  tillering  of  the  sugarcane,  the 
summer  months  were  conducive  to  good 
growth. 


In  early  August  some  growers  were 
able  to  commence  with  their  cane  plant- 
ing operations.  Although  we  continued 
to  have  numerous  convective  type 
showers,  planting  proceeded  well  in  cer- 
tain areas  and  as  of  this  date  (September 
6,  1991)  some  growers  are  well  on  their 
way  to  completion  of  their  fall  cane 
planting.  But  to  add  to  the  complexity 
of  the  overall  problem,  some  areas  are 
still  besieged  by  rain  and  not  only 
unable  to  plant,  but  in  many  instances 
have  considerable  land  preparation  to  do 
before  they  can  begin  to  plant  cane. 

The  American  Sugar  Cane  League 
agronomists  tell  me  this  is  a  rather  dif- 
ficult crop  to  predict.  The  swings  in  pro- 
duction will  be  large  between  different 
areas.  However,  with  the  large  acreage 
in  sugarcane  this  year,  341,000  acres 
plus,  and  hopefully  a  better  than  normal 
harvest  season,  we  should  be  able  to  pro- 
duce one  of  our  larger  crops  on  record. 

Best  of  luck  to  all  growers  and  pro- 
cessors during  the  1991  harvest  season. 


Cane  Tractor  Parts 


New,  Used  and  Rebuilt  Hi  Crop 
and  Row  Crop  Tractor  Parts, 
Tires,  Rebuilt  Clutches,  Crank 
Shafts,  Injector  Pumps  and 
More  Also  Any  Hard-To-Find 
Parts.  We  Buy  Farm  Equipment 
&  Salvage  Tractors. 


WANTED:  JD  &  l-H  Tractors  for  Parts. 
Any  Age  or  Condition. 


Toll  Free 
1-800-738-2263 
(318)276-3453 
(318)276-6230 

Hwy.  90 

Jeanerette,  LA 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE  WITH  DON  WALLACE 


U.S.-NORTH  AMERICAN  FREE 
TRADE  AGREEMENT 

U.S.  farm  organizations  concerned 
about  the  impact  of  more  open  trade 
with  Canada  and  Mexico  described  their 
concerns  to  the  office  of  the  U.S.  Trade 
Representative  on  Thursday,  September 
5.  The  American  Sugar  Alliance  urged 
that  Mexico  not  be  given  a  larger  sugar 
import  quota  by  the  United  States. 
Presently,  Mexico  is  a  holder  of  GSP 
status  (General  System  of  Preferences) 
which  allows  a  certain  amount  of  sugar 
to  be  imported  to  the  U.S.  without  be- 
ing subjected  to  tariffs.  According  to  an 
economist  of  the  Federal  Reserve  Bank 
in  Dallas,  the  "U.S.  sugar  industry 
stands  to  be  the  biggest  loser  if  negotia- 
tions to  establish  free  trade  between  the 
United  States  and  Mexico  are  success- 
ful." In  an  article  presented  to  the 
Dallas  Federal  Reserve  Bank's  Board  of 
Directors,  the  economist  said  the 
"highly  protected"  sugar  industry  could 
see  a  decrease  in  production  of  nearly  4 
percent  under  an  agreement.  USTR  con- 
tinues to  hold  hearings  on  the  proposed 
agreement. 

USDA  PUBLISHES  CROP 
PRODUCTION  REPORT 

The  crop  production  report  released 
by  the  USDA  on  September  12, 1991,  in- 
dicated that  sugarcane  production  is 
forecast  at  31.6  million  tons,  nearly  the 
same  as  on  August  1  but  12  percent 
above  last  year's  output.  Nationally, 
acreage  is  up  13  percent  from  a  year  ago. 
A  declining  outlook  in  Hawaii  offset 
Louisiana's  improved  prospects  from 
last  month.  In  August,  favorable  grow- 
ing conditions  increased  Louisiana  cane 
growth  to  more  typical  levels.  Despite 
borer  problems,  which  are  under  control. 


Louisiana  cane  is  healthy.  Hawaii's 
harvesting  operations  were  hampered 
by  muddy  conditions  caused  by  the 
gusty  winds  and  heavy  rains  of  tropical 
depression  Fefa.  Florida  sugarcane 
growers  are  preparing  to  plant  while  the 
Rio  Grande  Valley  of  Texas  is  expecting 
to  harvest  in  early  October.  Favored 
with  good  rains  in  late  August,  planting 
of  new  acreage  in  Texas  is  in  full  swing. 

The  September  1  sugarbeet  produc- 
tion forecast  of  27.6  million  tons  is  frac- 
tionally above  both  the  August  1 
forecast  and  last  year's  output.  Yields 
are  expected  to  average  19.9  tons  per 
acre,  up  0.1  ton  from  last  month  but 
down  0.1  from  last  year.  Compared  to  a 
year  ago,  area  harvested,  at  1.39  million 
acres,  is  up  1  percent. 

(See  chart,  page  14) 


ATTENTION 

ALLEE,  ALLEE  &  ALLEN 

Announces  Its 

Precision  Grading  Service 
Lazerplane  Equipped 

*  Better  drainage 

*  Better  weed  control 

*  Increase  acreage 

Also  Agent  for 
Spectro  Physics 
Laser  Plane  Sale 

St.  James,  Louisiana  70086 

(504)  265-3965 
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FARM  NOTES  By  Dr.  Charley  Richard 


ENVIRONMENTAL  ISSUES  INCLUDING  BAYTHROID,  PESTICIDE  SPRAYING, 
AND  CANE  SHREDDER  TOPPERS  —  HARVEST  SCHEDULE 
PLANTING,  MAPS,  AND  BEGINNING  DATES  OF  HARVEST 


Over  the  last  three  months  of  news 
stories  about  fish  kills  and  farm 
chemical  usage,  many  in  this  industry 
have  learned  a  great  deal  about  some  of 
the  biggest  issues  that  will  be  faced  in 
the  future  —  the  environment,  its  pro- 
tection, and  the  public's  perception  of 
agriculture's  interaction  with  the  en- 
vironment. Because  the  weather  condi- 
tions were  extraordinarily  good  for 
development  of  the  sugarcane  borer, 
more  insecticide  was  applied  in  1991 
than  in  any  year  in  modern  history.  Ex- 
tensive use  of  azinphos-methyl  coupled 
with  low  oxygen  content  in  many  water- 
ways created  some  fish  kills.  EPA  will 
involve  personnel  and  resources  to  see 
that  it  (fish  kills)  does  not  happen  again, 
according  to  news  articles  published  in 
recent  weeks.  Undoubtedly  the  use  of 
azinphos-methyl  will  be  closely  examin- 
ed and  perhaps  changes  in  the  way  it  is 
used  may  be  dictated.  It  is  hoped  that 
the  industry  will  be  allowed  to  use  this 
material  in  the  future  because  it  has 
done  a  very  good  job  of  borer  control  for 
many  years  and  the  borer  has  not  built 
up  any  resistance  to  the  chemical. 

Part  of  the  problem  experienced  this 
summer  had  to  do  with  the  way 
azinphos-methyl  was  applied.  There  was 
a  long  waiting  list  for  acreage  to  be 
treated  early  in  the  summer  which 
forced  aerial  applicators  to  fly  under 
conditions  which  may  not  have  been 
perfect.  In  many  cases,  fields  were  flown 
where  drift  or  run-off  caused  at  least  a 
part  of  the  problem.  In  the  future, 
growers  in  this  industry  have  to  take 
more  control  of  the  application  of 
pesticides  on  their  farms.  You  should 
always  be  on  the  farm  when  it  is  being 


flown,  you  should  be  totally  aware  of 
what  acreage  is  being  treated  and  what 
materials  are  being  used.  Although  you 
have  a  reliable  consultant  who  may  be 
doing  this  work  for  you  and  a  good  aerial 
applicator,  it  is  necessary  that  you,  as 
the  grower,  take  assume  control  of  the 
application  of  farm  chemicals  and  insist 
that  it  be  done  correctly. 

It  is  also  important  that  you  follow 
label  recommendations  accurately.  It  is 
obvious  that  we  are  not  farming  in  a 
closed  container.  The  public  is  all 
around  and  even  intermingled  within 
the  industry.  There  are  often  subdivi- 
sions which  lie  within  the  boundaries  of 
any  given  farm.  We  cannot  stick  our 
heads  in  the  sand  and  ignore  the  public. 
We  must  work  with  them  so  that  as  an 
industry  we  are  as  efficient  as  possible 
while  protecting  the  environment  as 
well  as  possible. 

Of  course  there  will  always  be  fac- 
tors out  of  our  control,  such  as  was  ex- 
perienced this  past  winter,  spring  and 
summer.  A  mild  winter  caused  large  in- 
itial populations  of  the  borer.  Excessive 
rainfall  during  the  spring  and  an  ex- 
tremely hot  summer  resulted  in  low  ox- 
ygen content  in  swamp  water  which 
overflowed  into  drainage  areas.  This 
poor  quality  water  contributed  to  a  very 
stressed  condition  for  fish.  However,  ap- 
plication of  pesticides  also  contributed 
to  the  problem. 

Because  there  was  a  stop  sale  on 
Azinphos-methyl,  and  because  Asana 
was  the  only  chemical  available  for 
borer  control,  a  crisis  exemption  for 
Baythroid  2  was  requested  and  granted 
by  the  Louisiana  Department  of 
(Continued  on  page  19) 


THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN 


Introducing  Ultra-Command  ™  Powershift: 

MODEL  8830  FORD  TRACTOR 

ULTRA-COMMAND  POWERSHIFT 

170  P.T.O.  HORSEPOWER 

FRONT  WHEEL  ASSIST 

16.9  X  28  Rl  FRONT  TIRES 

20.8  X  38  Rl  REAR  TIRES 

221/2  INCH  CROP  CLEARANCE 

WHISPER  QUIET  CAB 

3  YEAR  WARRANTY  •  NO  DEDUCTIBLE 

There's  never  been  a  powershift  like  this! 
Call  or  Stop  In  Today  1-800-969-0068 

M  &  L  INDUSTRIES  INC. 


1210  ST.  CHARLES  ST. 
3811  HWY.  90  EAST 
5810  AIRLINE  HWY. 


HOUMA,  LOUISIANA  70360  504/876-2280 

BROUSSARD,  LOUISIANA  70518  318/837-2763 

BATON  ROUGE,  LOUISIANA  70805       504/355-7716 


GOODYEAR 


SPECIAL 
SURE-GRIP  TD-8 


QOCX)YEAR  TIRES  FOR 
YOUR  CAR.  TRUCK.  FARM 
OR  OFF  HWY.  EQUIPMENT 


NOBODY  FITS  YOU 
LIKk:  GOODYEAR 


24  HR.  ROAD  SERVICE 

COMPLETE  AUTOMOTIVE 
CERTIFIED  SERVICE 

TRUCK  TIRE  BALANCE 
AND  ALIGNMENT 


d^NERAL  ELECTRIC 
AUTHORIZED  DEALER 


SUPER  TRACTION  •  SUPER  STRENGTH 


7:30  AM  -  6:00  PM  MON.  -  FRI. 
7:30  AM  -  1 :00  PM  SAT 
1203  ST.  PATRICK  HWY 
THIBODAUX 

YOUR  ON  FARM  SERVICE  SPECIALIST 


GOODYEAR  AUTO  SERVICE  CENTER 
1  -800-256-1 269        (504)  447-2696 
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The  Baton  Rouge  Line 

By  Tom  and  Linda  Spradley 


When  you  go  to  the  polls  on  October 
19,  1991,  you  will  not  only  be  electing 
candidates  for  various  offices  but  will 
determine  whether  or  not  several  impor- 
tant constitutional  amendments  are 
passed. 

One  of  the  eight  amendments,  No.  6, 
is  particularly  important  to  you  because 
it  deals  with  workers  compensation. 
This  amendment  provides  business  with 
the  best  hope  that  order  will  rise  from 
the  chaos  that  has  become  the  workers 
comp  system.  Sugar's  floor  leaders.  Sen. 
Mike  Foster  and  Rep.  Charlie  Melancon, 
authored  this  amendment  and  its  enabl- 
ing legislation  during  the  Regular  Ses- 
sion of  the  Legislature. 

Following  is  a  brief  summary  of  all 
of  the  amendments,  and  a  more  detailed 
evaluation  of  Constitutional  Amend- 
ment No.  6  which  creates  the  State 
Workers  Compensation  Fund. 

CONSTITUTIONAL  AMENDMENTS 
October  79,  7997  Election 

No.  1.  STATE  MANDATES  ON 
LOCAL  GOVERNMENT 

Would  provide  that  no  law  or  state 
executive  order,  rule  or  regulation  re- 
quiring increased  expenditures  by  a 
political  subdivision  for  any  purpose 
shall  become  effective  until  1)  approved 
by  the  governing  authority  of  the  af- 
fected political  subdivision,  2)  the 
legislative  appropriates  funds  for  the 
purpose  to  the  affected  political  subdi- 
vision, or  3)  a  law  provides  for  a  local 
source  of  revenue  within  the  subdivision 
is  authorized  to  levy  and  collect  such 
revenue.  The  constitutional  provision 
shall  not  apply  to  1)  a  school  board,  2) 
any  instrument  adopted  or  enacted  by 
a  two  thirds  vote  of  each  house  of  the 
legislature,  and  3)  several  other 
exceptions. 


No.  2.   PUBLIC  FUNDS  FOR  EDUCA- 
TIONAL OR  ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT  PROMOTIONS 

This  amendment  would  authorize 
the  use  of  public  monies  for  programs  of 
financial  assistance,  grants,  loans  or  in- 
vestments to  promote  education  or 
economic  development.  The  amendment 
requires  such  programs  to  be  estab- 
lished or  authorized  by  law  enacted 
through  a  two-thirds  vote  of  both  houses 
or  two-thirds  vote  of  the  governing  body 
of  any  political  subdivision,  whichever 
is  applicable. 

No.  3.   BOARD  OF  REGENTS 

Would  reduce  the  size  of  the  Board 
of  Regents  from  15  to  13  members  ap- 
pointed by  the  governor  with  Senate 
consent,  with  one  member  and  not  more 
than  two  to  be  appointed  from  each  con- 
gressional district.  The  amendment 
authorizes  the  board  1)  to  develop  and 
implement  a  strategic  plan  which 
assigns  role,  scope,  and  mission  to  each 
public  institution;  2)  to  assign  each 
public  institution  to  a  category  based  on 
a  nationally  recognized  plan;  and  3)  to 
name  centers,  buildings,  institutions, 
and  other  higher  education-related 
facilities.  The  amendment  further 
recognizes  LSU  as  Louisiana's  premier 
research  university. 

No.  4.   HIGHER  EDUCATION 

LOUISIANA  PARTNERSHIP 
FUND 

Would  establish  the  Higher  Educa- 
tion Louisiana  Partnership  Fund  to 
create  a  mechanism  for  providing  state 
matching  funds  to  encourage  private 
contributions  to  public  and  private  col- 
leges and  universities  for  such  purposes 
as  endowed  professorships,  scholarships, 

(Continued  on  page  9) 
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THE  BATON  ROUGE  LINE     (Continued  from  page  8) 


library  acquisitions,  equipment  and 
facilities;  contains  limits  on  the  amount 
any  one  institution  can  receive. 

No.  5.  MINERAL  REVENUE  AUDIT 
AND  SETTLEMENT  FUND 

Would  create  the  Mineral  Revenue 
Audit  and  Settlement  Fund  for  set- 
tlements or  judgments  over  $5  million 
from  underpayment  to  the  state  of 
severance  taxes,  royalty  payments, 
bonus  payments  or  rentals.  The 
legislature  is  limited  in  the  ways  it  may 
appropriate  principal  and  earnings  of 
the  fund. 

Louisiana's  debts  are  larger  than 
those  of  most  other  states.  Early  reduc- 
tion of  the  state's  indebtedness  would 
free  revenues  already  dedicated,  further 
upgrade  the  state's  bond  rating,  and 
reduce  interest  costs. 

No.  6.  LOUISIANA  WORKERS 

COMPENSATION  INSURANCE 
CORPORATION 

Would  authorize  the  creation  of  a 
private,  non-profit  corporation  to  pro- 
vide workers  compensation  insurance 
and  related  services. 

Briefly,  this  is  what  passage  of  this 
amendment  would  do: 

•  Create  a  private  non-profit  corpor- 
%  ation  to  provide  worker's  compen- 
sation coverage.  It  is  not  going  to 
be  a  state  agency  —  it  will  be 
operated  as  a  business,  but 
because  it  is  non-profit,  any  earn- 
ings on  investments  of  premium 
and  reserves  will  benefit  the 
policyholders. 

•  The  corporation  can  hire  and  fire, 
without  civil  service  regulation; 
incur  debt,  issue  dividends,  and 
generally  do  all  the  things  a 
private  company  can  do,  without 
all  the  governmental  red  tape 
hampering  a  state  agency. 

•  The  Corporation  will  provide  two 
kinds  of  insurance: 


1)  For  good  risks  qualifying  as 
''preferred  risks"  —  both  small 
companies  and  large  companies 
with  good  records  —  it  will  pro- 
vide workers'  comp  coverage  at 
actuarially  sound  rates,  which 
will  be  competitive  with  any 
traditional  workers'  comp  in- 
surance. In  states  with  similar 
programs,  the  rates  are  offered 
at  significant  savings  below 
market  rates.  This  can  happen 
because  of  such  factors  as  lower 
than  market  levels  of  produc- 
tion costs,  lower  overhead,  the 
commitment  of  all  investment 
income  to  policyholders,  and  a 
priority  placed  on  safety  and 
claims  management. 

2)  For  other  risks  which  cannot 
find  quality  workers'  comp  in- 
surance as  a  preferred  risk  or  in 
the  voluntary  market,  there  will 
be  created  a  new  assigned  risk 
pool  for  these  "accepted  risks." 
The  failed  assigned  risk  pool 
will  be  phased  out  and  will  write 
no  renewals  after  October  1, 
1992.  The  goal  of  the  Corpora- 
tion will  be  to  rehabilitate  all 
true  assigned  risks  and  get 
them  into  the  preferred  plan, 
through  loss  control  (safety)  con- 
sultation and  claims  manage- 
ment. The  accepted  risks  will  be 
faced  with  higher  rates.  The  in- 
tention of  the  bill  is  to  remove 
subsidies  of  assigned  risk 
business  by  ending  the 
assessments  on  the  voluntary 
market  as  of  October  1,  1992. 
There  will  be  no  subsidies  of  the 
accepted  risk  pool  by  the  pre- 
ferred risk  pool.  Companies 
with  worse  than  usual  safety 
records  are  going  to  have  to  get 
safe  or  pay  more. 

(Continued  on  page  1 7) 
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(u)  First  National  Bank 


of  Houma 

MEMBER  FDIC 


CROP  LOANS 

EQUIPMENT  LOANS 

FARM  OWNERSHIP  LOANS 

We  at  First  National  Bank  of  Houma  in 
cooperation  with  Bank  of  Southwest 
Louisiana  are  ready  to  handle  your 
farm  borrowing  needs. 


Contact  Mike  Naremore 
(504)868-1660 
1-800-467-3276 

(504)  446-8806  -  night 
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Stephen  J.  Clarke 

Audubon  Sugar  Institute 

Louisiana  Agricultural  Experiment  Station 


RECENT  RESEARCH  INFORMATION 


Over  the  last  month  we  have  re- 
ceived the  annual  reports  from  several 
sugarcane  research  groups  and  commer- 
cial companies  worldwide.  These  are  in- 
teresting since  they  allow  us  to  compare 
approaches  to  future  developments  in 
the  industry.  Many  of  the  problems  are 
common  but  the  combination  of  the  in- 
clinations of  individual  researchers  and 
local  circumstances  can  lead  to  quite  dif- 
ferent solutions. 

The  change  to  mechanical  harvest- 
ing and  loading  of  cane  is  complete  in 
Louisiana,  Hawaii  and  Australia  but 
the  methods  used  differ  greatly.  In  many 
parts  of  the  world  this  change  is  still 
taking  place  and  these  industries  have 
to  look  forward  to  all  the  problems  in- 
volved. Even  where  the  system  is  com- 
pletely mechanized,  there  are  constant 
attempts  to  improve  the  system  with 
three  basic  aims  in  mind;  a  short  time 
delay  between  cutting  and  harvesting, 
minimum  trash,  and  minimum  field 
soil.  Two  aspects  of  the  performance  of 
chopper  harvesters  are  being  studied  in 
Australia.  Tops  and  trash  are  undesir- 
able in  the  cane  delivered  to  the  mill  but 
so  is  the  loss  of  cane  billets  in  the  air 
blown  extraction  system.  This  problem 
is  being  approached  by  study  of  the 
aerodynamic  properties  of  the  com- 
ponents of  chopped  cane,  both  individ- 
ually (cane  billets,  etc.  alone)  and  also 
mixed  to  determine  any  interactive  ef- 
fects. A  wind  tunnel  has  been  designed 
for  examination  of  the  performance  of 
chopped  cane  in  a  vertical  stream  of  air. 
In    Louisiana,    with    its    young    and 


relatively  low  density  cane,  the  losses  in 
the  blowers  of  a  chopper  harvester  could 
be  quite  large  and  we  will  be  watching 
with  interest  the  progress  of  this 
research. 

The  other  research  project  is  for  the 
automatic  control  of  harvester  base  cut- 
ter height  as  a  means  of  reduction  of  the 
field  soil  in  the  cane.  Initially  the  power 
supplied  to  the  hydraulic  base  cutter 
motors  was  monitored  but  no  satisfac- 
tory signal  could  be  obtained.  They  are 
now  concentrating  on  systems  for  the 
direct  ultrasonic  measurement  of  row 
height.  This  has  been  used  to  measure 
the  variation  in  height  along  the  rows 
that  the  harvester  would  have  to  accom- 
modate. Work  of  this  type  could  be  very 
valuable  in  Louisiana  where  the 
amount  of  the  field  soil  brought  to  the 
mill  or  cane  left  in  the  field  vary  greatly. 

The  brutal  harvesting  system  used 
in  Hawaii  is  unique  and  leads  to  high 
losses  which  are  now  beginning  to  be  ap- 
preciated. Recent  studies  of  the  conven- 
tional versus  push  rake  harvesting 
methods  at  one  mill  suggest  that  an  in- 
crease in  recovery  of  one  ton  of  sugar  per 
acre  is  possible.  The  cane  cleaning 
systems  in  the  mills  are  massive  and 
there  is  a  move  to  introduce  the  type  of 
washing  system  used  in  Louisiana,  at 
least  on  the  cleaner  cane.  The  harvest- 
ing of  cane  with  a  push  rake  creates  a 
windrow  in  which  the  cane  in  the  upper 
section  is  relatively  clean.  If  this  cane 
is  loaded  and  washed  separately,  there 
could  be  a  significant  reduction  in  sugar 
(Continued  on  page  12) 
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losses.  Our  data  on  the  press  analysis  of 
prepared  cane  (after  washing)  in  Louis- 
iana showed  that  the  level  of  suspended 
solids  in  the  press  juice  was  consistent- 
ly low,  even  when  very  muddy  cane  was 
entering  the  system.  Dirty  cane  causes 
the  familiar  processing  and  boiler  pro- 
blems but  may  be  even  more  significant 
if  the  bagasse  is  to  be  used  for  produc- 
tion of  high  quality  materials  where 
color  quality  and  fiber  properties  are 
important. 

Energy  continues  to  be  a  major  con- 
cern and  factory  energy  audits  are  per- 
formed systematically  in  Hawaii.  These 
are  particularly  important  where  an  in- 
creasing amount  of  electric  power  is  be- 
ing supplied  to  the  grid.  There  is  ongo- 
ing research  into  the  collection  of  field 
residues  for  combustion  in  boilers  and 
this  may  be  of  value  in  areas  with  a 
shortage  of  fossil  fuel  and  where  cane 


(Continued  from  page  11) 

burning  is  banned.  The  collected 
material  is  an  inferior  fuel,  often  with 
high  dirt  levels  but  moisturfe  levels  can 
be  low.  The  impact  of  the  additional 
machinery  in  the  fields  may  also  cause 
problems. 

Internal  to  the  factory,  more  effi- 
cient bagasse  combustion  systems  are 
being  developed  using  swirl  burner 
systems.  The  following  is  from  the  re- 
cent Australian  Sugar  Research  In- 
stitute annual  report  — 

"The  swirl  burner  development  for 
the  1990  crushing  season  included 
the  commissioning  of  two  key  com- 
ponents which  had  been  substan- 
tially modified  to  overcome  system 
performance  limitations.  These  im- 
provements allowed  the  combus- 
tion system  to  operate  continuous- 
ly and  to  achieve  a  maximum  out- 

(Continued  on  page  16) 


MODEL  1162-H  FORD  COUNTY 

HIGH  CLEARANCE 

6  CYLINDER  DIESEL  ENGINE 

127  HORSE  POWER 

11.00  X  16  FRONT  TIRES 

20.8  X  38  R.I.  REAR  TIRES 

9600  LB  LIFT  CAPACITY 

DELUXE  SEAT  •  ROLL  BAR 

35  INCH  CROP  CLEARANCE 

GEAR  TYPE  DROP  HOUSINGS 


PRICED  TO  SELL 
OUT  OF  TOWN  CALL  TOLL  FREE 


1-800-969-0068 


M  &  L  INDUSTRIES  INC. 


1210  ST.  CHARLES  ST. 
3811  HWY.  90  EAST 
5810  AIRLINE  HWY. 


HOUMA,  LOUISIANA  70360  504/876-2280 

BROUSSARD,  LOUISIANA  70518  318/837-2763 

BATON  ROUGE,  LOUISIANA  70805        504/355-7716 
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GUIDELINES  FOR  BURNING  SUGARCANE 

1.  Always  use  common  sense  in  relation  to  burning. 

2.  Never  burn  in  the  late  afternoon  when  the  air  is  "humid  &  heavy." 
Smoke  will  not  readily  dissipate  during  those  times.  Burn  during  mid 
day  when  smoke  rises;  avoiding  dangerous  and/or  nuisance  situations. 

3.  When  possible,  burn  slowly  (backburn)  to  minimize  the  volume  of  smoke. 

4.  Avoid  burning  when  wind  will  blow  smoke  across  heavily  traveled 
highways. 

5.  Use  extreme  caution  when  burning  near  homes,  subdivisions  and 
schools.  Attempts  should  be  made  to  avoid  or  minimize  smoke  drifting 
into  those  areas. 

6.  Construct  "firebreaks"  to  control  fires  especially  later  in  the  harvest 
season  when  grass  is  dry. 

7.  Always  keep  adequate  water  and  firefighting  equipment  on  hand. 
Tractor  mounted  spray  tanks  with  a  good  hose  and  nozzle  are 
excellent  for  controlling  fires. 

8.  Always  use  common  sense  when  burning  sugarcane. 


GUIDELINES  FOR  TRANSPORTING  SUGARCANE 

1.  Have  hauling  equipment  adequately  insured.  If  sugarcane  is 
transported  by  contract  hauler,  get  certification  of  proof  of  insurance. 

2.  Have  current  inspection  stickers  on  trucks  and  trailers. 

3.  Send  all  equipment  operators  to  pre-harvest  safety  classes  conducted 
by  the  Louisiana  Cooperative  Extension  Service  in  those  parishes 
where  available. 

4.  Check  lugs,  bolts,  tires,  lights  etc.  daily.  Keep  equipment  mechanically 
safe. 

5.  Do  not  overload  or  overstack,  stay  within  weight  and  height  limits. 

6.  Field  tractors  and  trailers  should  stay  off  the  highways  where  ever 
possible.  Definitely  stay  off  the  highways  during  times  of  poor  visibility. 

7.  Do  not  form  a  convoy  of  tractor  and  trailer  units,  leave  sufficient  space 
between  units  to  allow  other  vehicles  to  pass  in  a  safe  manner. 

8.  Remove  or  trim  cane  stalks  hanging  out  of  trailer  and  avoid  having 
loose  dangling  cables  or  chains. 

9.  Minimize  field  mud  tracked  on  public  highways.  If  for  some  reason 
beyond  control,  mud  accumulates  on  highways,  remove  with  a  grader 
blade  or  scraping  periodically. 

10.  Obey  all  highway  traffic  laws  and  report  to  owners  or  mills  anyone 
operating  in  a  reckless  manner. 

1 1 .  Instruct  all  equipment  operators  who  are  on  public  highways  to  be 
courteous  to  the  public  at  all  times.  In  doing  so,  we  can  convey  to 
others  our  concern  for  safety  to  the  general  public. 
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SUGARBEETS:  AREA  HARVESTED, 

YIELD,  i 

/VND  PRODUCTION, 

BY  STATE  AND  UNITED  STATES, 

1989-91 

1 

AREA  HARVESTED 

YIELD 

PRODUCTION 

STATE 

IND 

IND 

IND 

1990 

1991 

1990 

1991 

1989 

1990 

1991 

1,000  ACRES 

TONS 

1,000  TONS 

CA 

167.0 

150.0 

26.1 

25.5 

4,614 

4,359 

3,825 

CO 

40.0 

40.3 

23.6 

23.0 

912 

944 

927 

ID 

186.0 

195.0 

26.0 

24.0 

4,038 

4,836 

4,680 

Ml 

157.0 

167.0 

20.8 

17.0 

2,565 

3,266 

2,839 

MN 

364.0 

361.0 

14.8 

16.5 

5,456 

5,387 

5,957 

MT 

55.1 

56.3 

22.5 

21.8 

1,033 

1,240 

1,227 

NE 

71.0 

78.4 

21.0 

20.5 

1,169 

1,491 

1,607 

ND 

193.2 

189.0 

14.4 

17.0 

2,828 

2,782 

3,213 

OH 

19.2 

20.2 

18.5 

17.0 

199 

355 

343 

OR 

16.7 

19.0 

29.2 

28.0 

391 

488 

532 

TX 

41.0 

40.5 

24.8 

24.0 

743 

1,017 

972 

WY 

63.8 

67.3 

20.5 

20.3 

1,139 

1,308 

1,366 

OTHER  2 

2.2 

2.2 

29.5 

31.4 

44 

65 

69 

U  S 

1,376.2 

1,386.2 

20.0 

19.9 

25,131 

27,538 

27,557 

1  RELATES  TO  YEAR  OF  INTENDED  HARVEST  EXCEPT  FOR  OVERWINTERED  SPRING 
SPRING  PLANTED  BEETS  IN  CA. 

2  INCLUDES  NM  AND  WA.  ESTIMATES  CARRIED  FORWARD  FROM  EARLIER  FORECAST. 


SUGARCANE  FOR  SUGAR  AND  SEED:  AREA  HARVESTED,  YIELD, 
AND  PRODUCTION,  BY  STATE  AND  UNITED  STATES,  1989-91 


AREA  HARVESTED 

YIELD  1 

PRODUCTION  1 

STATE 

IND 

IND 

IND 

1990 

1991 

1990 

1991 

1989 

1990 

1991 

1,000  ACRES 

TONS 

1,000  TON 

S 

FL 

434.0         440.0 

35.5            34.2 

13,188       15,407 

15,048 

HI 

79.0           78.5 

85.1            84.0 

7,277         6,723 

6,594 

LA 

245.0         345.0 

20.6           26.0 

8,083         5,056 

8,970 

TX 

36.2           35.0 

26.2            29.5 

878            950 

1,033 

US 

794.2         898.5 

35.4            35.2 

29,426       28,136 

31,645 

1  NET  TONS. 

CROP  PRODUCTION 
SEPTEMBER  1991 


A-24 


AGRICULTURAL  STATISTICS  BOARD, 
MASS,  USDA 


(Continued  on  page  15) 
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USDA  ANNOUNCES  1991  LOAN 
RATES  FOR  CANE,  BEET  CROPS 

The  USDA  recently  issued  a  press 
release  announcing  the  national 
(weighted  average)  price  support  loan 
rates  for  1991  crop  sugar  cane  and 
sugarbeets.  The  loan  rates  have  been  ad- 
justed to  reflect  the  processing  location 
of  the  sugar  offered  as  collateral  for  a 
price  support  loan.  The  processing 
regions  and  applicable  1991  crop 
regional  loan  rates,  the  official  1990 
rates  (official  rates  were  actually  re- 
duced for  the  1990  crop  by  1.4%  under 
Gramm  Rudman  legislation)  and  the 
change  from  year  to  year  are  listed 
below  in  cents  per  pound: 


SUGAR  CANE 
STATES 


1991/92    1990/91    +/ 


Florida 

17.93 

17.95 

-.02 

Louisiana 

18.31 

18.44 

-.13 

Texas 

18.15 

18.25 

-.10 

Hawaii 

17.76 

17.66 

-h.10 

Puerto  Rico 

18.41 

18.20 

-h.21 

nat'l.  weighted 
avg.  for 
raw  cane 

18.00 

18.00 

SUGARBEET 
REGIONS 


1991/92    1990/91    +/- 


Michigan  &  Ohio 
Minn.,  Eastern 
North  Dakota 

23.70 
22.95 

22.80 
22.06 

-H.90 
-h.89 

NE  Colo,  NW 
Kansas,  Neb., 
SEWY 

22.55 

21.65 

-h.90 

Texas 

23.30 

22.40 

-H.90 

Montano,  NW 
WY,  Western  ND 

22.25 

21.44 

-H.81 

Eastern  Idaho 

22.17 

21.27 

-H.90 

Western  Idaho 

22.17 

21.27 

-H.90 

California 

23.15 

22.21 

-h.94 

nat'l.  weighted 
avg.  for  refined 
beet  sugar 

22.85 

21.93 

-h.92 

OCTOBER  1,  1991 

OECD  RELEASES  STUDY  OF 
WORLD  SUGAR  POLICIES 

"Sugar  policies  in  industrialized 
countries  distort  world  trade  flows, 
depress  sugar  prices  by  between  5%  and 
10%  and  increase  production  costs,"  the 
Organization  for  Economic  Cooperation 
and  Development  said.  In  a  working 
paper  released  in  early  September,  the 
OECD  said  that  some  policies  have  com- 
pletely insulated  domestic  markets, 
treating  the  world  market  as  "residual" 
to  their  needs.  Two  other  studies  found 
that  these  policies  cost  developing  coun- 
tries about  3.5  million  tons  of  sugar  ex- 
ports a  year.  "By  encouraging  the 
development  of  substitutes  to  sugar, 
policies  contribute  to  lower  sugar  con- 
sumption levels,  lower  returns  to  sugar 
producers  and  higher  costs  of  policy 
operation,  and  therefore  pose  a  threat  to 
the  sustainability  of  the  policies 
themselves  in  their  current  forms." 

According  to  the  report,  Japan,  the 
EC,  and  Finland  should  reduce  ad- 
ministered prices  and  Australia  should 
lower  its  import  tariff.  The  U.S.  should 
cut  its  16  cents  per  pound  second-tier 
tariff  for  imports  above  the  quota  in- 
troduced last  October  1.  The  report  con- 
tinues to  say  that  a  10  percent  reduction 
in  domestic  sugar  policy  prices  in  OECD 
countries  would  raise  that  world  price 
by  3.8  percent. 

To  correct  the  problem,  the  OECD 
supports  measures  to  allow  consumer 
prices  to  reflect  world  prices.  To  make 
up  the  difference,  the  OECD  would  en- 
courage government  direct  income 
payments  to  producers.  Simulations 
have  shown  this  type  of  reform  to  boost 
the  world  sugar  price  by  15.1  percent, 
the  report  added.  "The  current  Uruguay 
Round  of  the  GATT  negotiations  may 
see  these  kinds  of  changes  to  domestic 
policies."  Washington  Representatives 
will  continue  to  monitor  the  situation 
and  will  keep  the  League  informed  of  ad- 
ditional information. 
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put  close  to  the  design  rating. 
Steady  firing  conditions  could  be 
maintained  irrespective  of  bagasse 
moisture  variations  originating  at 
the  milling  train  from  changes  in 
cane  variety. 

Detailed  testing  of  the  bagasse 
dryer  showed  that  the  original 
design  specifications  for  outlet 
bagasse  moisture  content  and 
outlet  gas  temperature  were  met. 
The  swirl  burner  could  achieve  a 
stable  turndown  ration  of  5:1. 
Grate  deposition  of  larger  bagasse 
particles  produced  a  thin  bed 
which  burned  rapidly.  No  piles  of 
unburnt  bagasse  developed  on  the 
grate  during  extended  burner 
operation. 

The  combustion  system  was 
operated  continuously  and  resulted 
in  an  average  increased  boiler  out- 


(Continued  from  page  12) 

put  of  60%.  Boiler  operation  and 
grate  temperatures  were  satisfac- 
tory and  there  was  no  evidence  of 
ash  deposit  buildup  on  the  refrac- 
tory surfaces  in  the  furnace." 

Satisfactory  results  have  been 
achieved  with  direct  contact  juice 
heating  up  to  the  temperature  required 
for  flashing  before  entry  to  the  clarifier, 
rather  than  just  for  the  initial  juice 
heating.  This  is  seen  as  a  means  to 
achieve  a  low  maintenance  factory  but 
the  main  policy  is  that  equivalent 
heating  surface  has  to  be  put  into  the 
evaporators  if  syrup  brix  is  to  be 
maintained. 

There  are  also  descriptions  of  new 
analytical  procedures,  developments  in 
molasses  desiirgarization,  automation  of 
vacuum  pans,  new  centrifugal  screens 
and  many  more.  I  will  try  and  cover 
these  in  the  next  few  months. 


ENGINES 

Gasoline  •  Diesel  •  Natural  Gas 
Watercooled  •  Air  Cooled 

PUMPS 

Irrigation  •  Drainage 
Trash  •  Sump 


GENERATOR  SETS 

3-1000  KW 
Aircooled  •  Watercooled 


•  Volume 
Submersible 


"  i\  :v^MS.t 


Power 
Products 


Lo-lift  Propeller 


M&L 
ENGINE  CO. 


Diesel  Transloader 
Engine 


1210  ST.  CHARLES  ST. 
3811  HWY.  90  EAST 
5810  AIRLINE  HWY. 


A  Division  Of  M&L  INDUSTRIES 

HOUMA,  LOUISIANA  70360 

BROUSSARD,  LOUISIANA  70518 

BATON  ROUGE,  LOUISIANA  70805 


1-800-969-0068 
504/876-2280 
318/837-2763 
504/355-7716 
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THE  BATON  ROUGE  LINE     (Continued  from  page  9) 


No.  7.   PARISH  CENTRAL  SALES 
TAX  COLLECTION 

Would  require  local  sales  and  use 
taxes  to  be  collected  by  a  single  collec- 
tor for  each  parish.  Centralized  sales  tax 
collection  would  result  in  more  efficient 
operation  of  both  businesses  and  govern- 
ment, therefore  a  more  effective  use  of 
taxpayer  dollars. 

Unfortunately,  as  is  so  often  the 
case,  Louisiana  is  completely  out  of  line 
with  every  other  state  in  the  nation  on 
this  issue.  Thirty-one  states  have  local 
sales  taxes.  In  24  of  those,  the  state  col- 
lects all  the  sales  taxes.  In  five  states, 
the  state  collects  but  allows  some  local 
authorities  to  collect  sales  taxes.  In  only 
Louisiana  and  Alaska  are  all  local  sales 
taxes  collected  locally.  And  Alaska  does 
not  have  a  state  sales  tax,  so  state  col- 
lection is  not  an  option. 

This  amendment  offers  government 
and  taxpayers  the  unique  combination 


CLASSIFIED 

FOR  SALE:  1988  Cameco  2-row 
Harvester  John  Deere  engine,  fac- 
tory cab  and  air,  791  hours  split 
system.  Call  (318)  364-8903  day, 
(318)365-5036  night. 

FOR  SALE:  7020  Allis  Chalmers 
High-Clearance  —  Cab,  air,  radio 
—  Excellent  Condition  —  138 
PTO-HP.  New  Deutz  air  cooled 
engine  with  low  hours  —  new 
radial  tires.  Call  (504)  532-3810 
after  7:00  p.m. 

FOR  SALE:  Bayou  Service 
transfer  tandem  carts  —  22  ft.  Call 
Davis  Callegan  (504)  545-8325. 


of  increasing  collections  while  reducing 
the  cost  and  the  total  number  of  collec- 
tion employees  required.  Collection 
costs,  which  should  run  under  three  per- 
cent of  sales  tax  receipts,  often  are  much 
higher  for  smaller  collectors.  Each  col- 
lector has  its  own  administrative  staff 
of  clerks,  accountants,  attorneys  and  so 
forth.  The  local  taxpayers  are  financing 
this  inefficient  method  of  collecting 
taxes  in  parishes  with  multiple  collec- 
tors. Taxpayers  and  voters  in  those 
parishes  should  realize  that  they  have 
vested  interest  in  passage  of  this  amend- 
ment if  they  are  interested  in  the 
efficient  use  of  the  hard-earned  money 
that  they  send  to  local  government. 

No.  8.   PUBLICATION  OF  NOTICE  OF 
INTENT  TO  INTRODUCE 
CERTAIN  BILLS 

Would  provide  that  the  local  and 
special  bills  may  be  prefiled  in  lieu  of 
publishing  a  notice  of  intent. 


Liquid  Fertilizers 
For  Sugar  Cane 


OUACHITA 


FERTILIZER 


NEW  IBERIA,  LA.       (318)  367-8233 


THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN 

206  E.  Bayou  Rd. 
Thibodaux,  LA  70301 

(504)  448-3707 
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The  American 

Sugar  Cane 

League 

welcomes 


FIRST  NATIONAL 
BANK  OF  HOUMA 


as 


a  commercial  member. 


The  American 

Sugar  Cane 

League 

fvelcomes 


ASHLAND 
CHEMICAL 


as 


a  commercial  member. 


M.  J.  NAQUIN,  INC. 

1  ;,nHini  Tr;,rtnr.                 A  G  POWER  &  MACHINERY           ^fg.  of  Sugar  Cane 
Landini  Tractors                                          *ri.i,o  o-r                            3-Row  Cultivators 

2  &  4  Wheel  Drive                              205  ARMS  ST.                           ^-^^  ^^  p^^l^i^g  ^ 

42  -  145  HP                     THIBODAUX,  LOUISIANA  70301              Rolls  Royce 

Low  or  High  Clearance                       (504)  447-3296                              Diesel  Engines 

fi 

Builders  of  quality  farm  equipment 
since  1884.  Our  tractors  are  sold  in 
Europe  and  most  major  countries  of 
the  world. 

Landini  offers  a  full  line  of 
Agricultural  Tractors  from  47  to  142 
HP  in  2  and  4  wheel  drive. 

Landini  offers  Specialty  Tractors 
with  options  to  suit  a  wide  range  of 
specialized  agricultural  needs. 

NARROW  VINEYARD;  LOW  PRO- 
FILE; HIGH  CLEARANCE;  MUDDER 
AND  AGRICULTURAL  CRAWLERS; 
are  all  available  to  the  Landini  dealer. 

With  the  world  famous  Perkins 
Engine  and  transmission  options  of 
Shuttle,  Creeper,  under  the  overdrive 
Landini    tractors    better    meet    the 

1  ■       ^^^^■^■^■■^^^Vl 

-yJTa   J 

specialized  growers  needs. 

— ^/  f  fy  f  f 
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FARM  NOTES 


(Continued  from  page  6) 


Agriculture  and  Forestry  on  August  21, 
1991.  The  Department  justified  the 
crises  exemption  because  azinphos- 
methyl  had  caused  fish  kills  and  the 
registered  material,  Asana,  was  ineffec- 
tive this  year  in  controlling  the  borer. 
Within  a  few  days  of  this  crisis  exemp- 
tion, the  Environmental  Protection 
Agency  revoked  the  exemption.  This 
revocation  of  the  exemption  was  based 
upon  EPA's  decision  that  Asana  was 
adequately  effective  in  controlling  the 
sugarcane  borer  and  that  Baythroid, 
like  Asana,  could  cause  a  build  up  of 
aphids  which  could  then  be  treated  pro- 
fitably with  Diazinon.  Dr.  Dale  Pollet, 
Entomologist  Specialist  in  sugarcane 
with  the  Louisiana  Cooperative  Exten- 
sion Service  points  out  that:  ten  years 
of  data  showed  that  in  all  tests 
Baythroid  gave  better  control;  Asana 
takes  24  to  48  hours  to  be  effective;  no 
aphid  populations  have  been  seen 
behind  Baythroid;  this  is  an  IPM  (In- 
tegrated Pest  Management)  program  in 
which  the  aim  is  to  reduce  pesticide  use, 
environmental  contamination  and  cost 
(EPA  indicated  that  we  could  use 
Diazinon  which  can  be  toxic  to  fish, 
birds  and  wildlife  to  control  aphids  when 
we  could  cover  the  job  of  borer  control 
with  no  aphid  buildup  by  spraying 
Baythroid);  EPA  stated  that  information 
available  to  them  indicated  that  like 
Asana,  Baythroid  should  cause  aphid 
problems  (Dr.  Pollet  knows  of  no  such 
data  available);  and  EPA  gave  Texas  a 
Section  18  on  Baythroid  based  on  Louis- 
iana sugarcane  residue  data  to  control 
the  sugarcane  borer.  It  would  appear  to 
this  author  from  Dr.  Pollet's  notes  and 
the  reasoning  used  by  EPA  to  revoke  the 
crisis  exemption  that,  once  again, 
politics  have  pulled  rank  over  science 
and   the    practical    side    of  farming. 


Hopefully  a  full  label  can  still  be 
granted  for  the  use  of  Baythroid  for  the 
coming  year. 

As  a  result  of  the  severe  infestation 
of  borers  this  summer,  some  individuals 
are  once  again  looking  at  shredder  top- 
pers on  the  cane  harvester  as  a  possible 
way  to  cut  down  on  the  survival  of  the 
borer  during  the  winter  season.  Mr. 
Walter  Landry  and  Dr.  Calvin  Viator 
have  initiated  some  activity  in  this  area 
and  have  discussed  this  with  Dr.  Bill 
White  (USDA  Entomologist,  Houma) 
and  Dr.  Gene  Reagan  (Louisiana 
Agriculture  Experiment  Station  En- 
tomologist, Baton  Rouge).  These  two  en- 
tomologists are  planning  to  conduct 
research  this  fall  and  into  the  next  borer 
season  to  see  if  there  is  any  difference 
between  survival  and  infestations  of  the 
cane  borer  behind  a  shredder  topper  and 
a  conventional  topper.  Hopefully,  this 
research  will  shed  some  light  on  the 
amount  of  survival  of  cane  borers  which 
takes  place  in  the  tops  as  compared  to 
the  survival  which  takes  place  in  other 
cane  parts  such  as  scrap  or  stubble 
pieces.  Even  if  research  on  the  shredder 
topper  proves  to  be  non-beneficial,  this 
work  could  lead  to  cultural  practices  or 
other  treatments  which  might  help  to 
reduce  survival  of  the  cane  borer. 

The  Long  Range  Planning  Commit- 
tee of  the  League  is  looking  at  the  En- 
vironmental issue  very  carefully  and 
plans  to  suggest  research  in  the  area  of 
pesticide  usage  and  more  specifically  in- 
secticide applications.  It  has  been  sug- 
gested that  the  IPM  system  now  being 
used  (which  has  worked  very  effective- 
ly to  not  only  control  the  sugarcane 
borer  but  also  cut  down  on  environmen- 
tal contamination)  be  examined  closely 
to  see  if  its  use  should  be  altered  if 
(Continued  on  page  20) 
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ground  application  rigs  are  to  be  incor- 
porated. Ground  rigs  might  become  very 
important  in  areas  near  subdivisions 
and  waterways.  Ground  rigs  with  high 
flotation  tires  and  even  rubber  tracks 
may  be  considered.  Although  some  of 
these  practices  may  be  more  expensive 
than  conventional  methods,  if  effective, 
they  may  have  to  be  used  in  order  for 
this  industry  to  "co-habit"  with  the  non- 
farming  community. 


HARVEST  SCHEDULE 

The  harvesting  recommendations 
will  be  published  shortly  by  the  Louis- 
iana Cooperative  Extension  Service  and 
made  available  by  your  local  county 
agent.  As  usual  the  order  of  harvesting 
of  varieties  in  stubble  crops  will  be 
based  on  maturity  and  the  harvest  of 
plant  cane  varieties  will  be  based  on  cold 
tolerance.  Growers  should  be  reminded 
that  the  two  best  varieties  they  are 
growing  for  cold  tolerance  are  CP  65-357 
and  CP  70-321.  Since  many  growers  are 
expecting  to  be  harvesting  until  late  in 
the  season  it  is  important  that  they  not 
wind  up  with  too  much  acreage  of 
varieties  which  do  not  possess  good  cold 
tolerance  which  can  be  better  defined  as 
deterioration  following  freezing 
temperatures.  As  you  plan  your 
schedule  you  should  keep  this  in  mind. 
Of  course  growers  need  to  keep  the 
harvesting  recommendations  practical 
by  also  considering  soil  type,  the  abili- 
ty to  haul  cane  on  certain  headlands 
following  rainy  weather,  field  drainage 
capability,  etc. 

A  good  harvest  schedule  is  necessary 
for  the  proper  use  of  Polado  and  for 
achieving  the  optimum  yields  of  sugar 
per  acre  from  the  cane  you  have  to 
harvest. 


(Continued  from  page  19) 

PLANTING,  MAPS,  AND  BEGINNING 
DATES  OF  HARVEST 

At  this  writing  on  September  13,  it 
is  figured  that  the  industry  may  be 
around  50%  completed  in  its  planting 
operation.  Unfortunately  not  all  areas 
of  the  belt  are  at  the  same  stage  of  their 
planting  season.  In  the  far  western 
areas  some  growers  have  completed 
their  operation  while  in  the  south- 
eastern areas  many  growers  have  not 
yet  started  because  of  continuous  rains. 
In  between  these  areas  growers  are  in 
various  stages  of  completion.  Drier 
weather  is  needed  so  that  the  planting 
can  be  completed  before  the  harvest 
season  begins.  Several  mills  are  plan- 
ning to  start  their  grinding  operations 
the  last  week  of  September  with  just 
about  all  mills  started  by  October  10, 
1991. 

While  the  fields  that  have  just  been 
planted  are  still  fresh  in  your  mind,  you 
should  make  sure  that  you  have  ade- 
quately recorded  where  each  variety  is 
planted.  Good  planting  maps  are  essen- 
tial to  a  good  operation.  Make  sure  that 
you  have  done  the  best  job  you  can  at 
keeping  these  good  records  that  will 
help  you  to  be  a  better  grower. 


SUGAR  BULLETIN 
WANT  ADS 

GET 
RESULTS! 
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cMike  Qraugnard,  rrxember  ofthetBoard  of  Directors 
and  Ghairman  of  the  Legislative  Gommittee  of  the 
c^merican  Sugar  Gcine  League,  died  cMonday,  October 
14,  1991  at  his  home  in  Edgard,  Louisiana.  He  was  47 
years  old. 

As  chairman  of  the  League*  s  Legislative  Committee, 
cMike  had  gained  the  respect  of  his  peers  and  associates 
throughout  the  domestic  sugar  industry.  He  was  recog- 
nized as  a  person  with  exceptional  intelligence,  a  quick 
wit.  Southern  charm  and  a  great  personality, 

cMike  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Qeorgec^nn,  a  son,  Jean 
tBcLptiste  Gdsimir  II  (Jack),  a  daughter,  Lindsey,  his 
parents,  Mr,  &  Mrs,  Gasimir  Qraugnard,  a  brother,  Fran- 
cis Q,  Qraugnard  and  a  sister, cMarycMargaret  Qraugnard 
Odom, 

cMike  Qraugnard  will  be  nyssedfor  nyiny  years  to 
come  by  all  persons  whose  lives  he  has  touched. 
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Best  Values  in  New  Equipment 


After  three  years, 
nothing  matches  the 
MAGNUM  warranty. 


Five  years  or  5,000  hours.  That's 
the  coverage  you  get— at  no  extra 
charge— on  every  new  MAGNUM" 
tractor.  In  fact,  it's  the  same 
warranty*  that  covers  every 
MAGNUM  tractor  ever  built. 

And,  while  the  competition 
offers  an  occasional  free  warranty. 


they  haven't  put  it  on  every 
tractor.  Besides,  only  MAGNUM's 
5-year/5000-hour  warranty  can  be 
fully  transferred  without  a  fee. 
That  gives  the  MAGNUM  tractor's 
already  high  resale  value  another 
boost.  And  it  gives  you  another 
gcx)d  reason  to  buy. 


See  us  today  about  an  on-farm 
demonstration.  Once  you  work 
one,  you'll  understand  why 
MAGNUM  means  more  than  ever. 


•Kxcludinn  tires,  which  are  covered  by  Iheir 
own  maniifdclurers'  warranties.  A  J200  dedurllble 
applies  to  each  refiair  after  the  first  year. 


See  These  Case  IH  Dealers 


Switzer  Sales  and  Service 

Jeanerette,  LA 
(318)  276-6384 


Gremillion's,  Inc. 

New  Roads,  LA 
(504)  638-6347 


Baton  Rouge,  LA 
(504)  357-6453 


Lemann'8  Farm  Supply  Inc. 

Thibodaux,  LA 
(504)  447-3776 


Lanier  Int'l.  Inc. 

Abbeville,  LA 
(318)893-1988 

Donaldsonville,  LA 
(504)  473-7927 
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UP  FRONT 
WITH  THE  LEAGUE 

By  P,  J.  deGravelles,  Jr, 

The  summer  of  1991  saw  numerous  fish  kills  in  waterways  of  South 
Louisiana  The  news  media,  rightfully  or  wrongfully,  placed  much  of  the 
blame  on  the  application  of  insecticides  on  sugarcane.  The  following  guest 
editorial,  written  by  Dr.  Henry  Long,  gives  an  excellent  overview  of  the 
insecticide  and  environmental  issues.  Dr.  Long  holds  the  position  of 
Distinguished  Professor  of  Biological  Sciences  at  Nicholls  State  Univer- 
sity in  Thibodaux,  Louisiana.  He  is  also  listed  in  the  American  Registry 
of  Professional  Entomologists  and  is  a  Certified  Ag  Consultant. 

SUGARCANE  INSECTICIDES  AND 
ENVIRONMENTAL  CONCERNS 

W.  Henry  Long  * 


This  article  traces  the  development 
of  insecticide  use  for  borer  control  in 
Louisiana  sugarcane  and  seeks  to  put 
the  matter  of  insecticides,  fish  kills,  and 
other  environmental  concerns  in  a 
reasonable  perspective. 

Insecticides  have  been  applied  to 
sugarcane  in  Louisiana  for  control  of  the 
sugarcane  borer  since  the  early  1900s. 
Aerial  application  of  insecticides  to 
sugarcane  began  here  in  1926.  From 
that  time  until  1958,  weekly  applica- 
tions of  various  insecticide  dusts,  were 
made  in  many  cane  fields,  beginning  in 
April  or  May  and  continuing  through 
much  of  the  summer.  It  was  not  uncom- 
mon for  a  cane  field  to  be  dusted  8-12 
times  or  more  in  a  single  season. 

During  the  1950s  and  early  1960s, 
research  entomologists  in  Louisiana 
demonstrated  that  there  was  no 
justification  for  protecting  the  crop  from 
borers  during  the  entire  growing  season, 
and  that  the  crop  was  generally  suscep- 
tible to  economic  damage  only  during  a 


period  of  about  10-12  weeks,  before  and 
after  which  there  is  no  need  for  insect- 
icide use.  They  also  learned  that  some 
of  the  newer  synthetic  organic  insect- 
icides would  provide  much  better  control 
of  the  pest,  which  could  be  obtained  with 
3-4  insecticide  applications  instead  of 
8-12  or  more  as  had  been  common 
earlier. 

By  1963  experience  and  research 
had  shown  that  the  regular  use  of  even 
3  or  4  applications  annually  of  the  same 
highly  effective  insecticide,  endrin,  had 
bred  a  race  of  borers  which  were  highly 
resistant  to  the  poison.  It  was  also  ap- 
parent that  several  undesirable  en- 
vironmental effects  had  resulted  from 
the  use  of  this  insecticide,  in  spite  of  the 
fact  that  it  had  prevented  many  millions 
of  dollars  in  crop  losses.  Fortunately, 
these  undesirable  effects  were  only 
temporary. 

By  this  time,  a  great  deal  of  new  in- 
formation had  accumulated  about  the 
(Continued  on  page  32) 


*  W.  Henry  Long,  PhD,  Certified  Ag  Consultant,  American  Registry  of  Professional  Entomologists, 
Distinguished  Professor  of  Biological  Sciences,  Nicholls  State  University,  Thibodaux,  LA  70310. 
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HIGH  YIELD  SUGARCANE 
GROWERS  RECOGNIZED 


Farmers  harvesting  the  most  pounds 
per  acre  last  season  were  honored  by  the 
American  Sugar  Cane  League  and  the 
Louisiana  Cooperative  Extension  Ser- 
vice September  27  at  a  luncheon  in  New 
Iberia  with  the  presentation  of  annual 
sugarcane  high-yield  awards. 

Presiding  at  the  awards  luncheon 
was  Dr.  Daniel  P.  Viator,  President  of 
the  American  Sugar  Cane  League. 
Awards  were  presented  by  Dr.  Denver 
T.  Loupe,  Vice  Chancellor  of  the  LSU 
Agricultural  Center  and  Director  of 
Extension. 

Sugarcane  producers  on  25  farms 
from  nine  parishes  were  recognized  in 
one  or  more  of  four  categories.  Farmers 
could  be  honored  as  one  of  the  state's  top 
20  producers,  as  the  top  parish  producer 
or  as  one  of  the  top  three  producers  by 
acreage. 

To  qualify  for  these  awards,  growers 
had  to  produce  a  sugar  per  acre  yield  at 
least  10  percent  above  the  state  average. 
Yields  were  figured  using  total  acres  of 
sugarcane  grown  on  the  farm. 

Since  these  awards  reflect  1990  crop 
production,  the  list  of  winners  bears  out 
the  fact  that  following  the  1989 
Christmastime  freeze,  growers  in  some 
parishes  produced  near  normal  crops 
while  others  were  not  so  fortunate,  ac- 
cording to  Dalton  Landry,  sugarcane  ex- 
pert with  the  LSU  Agricultural  Center. 

"The  fact  that  some  parishes  did  not 
have  winners  does  not  reflect  on  the 
quality  of  growers,  but  as  a  direct  result 
of  the  1989  freeze,"  Landry  said. 

The  top  20  producers  out  of  725 
sugarcane  producers  in  the  state  in- 
cluded 11  growers  from  Lafourche 
Parish,  four  from  Assumption  Parish, 
two  from  St.  Mary  Parish  and  one  each 
from  St.  John,  St.  James  and 
Terrebonne  parishes. 


TOP  20  PRODUCERS 

Heading  the  list  of  the  top  20  pro- 
ducers in  the  state  are  Ralph  and 
Charles  Zeringue  of  Thibodaux  who  pro- 
duced 7,409  pounds  of  sugar  per  acre  on 
229.6  acres  of  sugarcane.  The  brothers 
have  been  producing  sugarcane  for  26 
years.  Their  crop  consisted  of  35  percent 
plant  cane,  35  percent  second  year  stub- 
ble and  30  percent  second  year  stubble. 

The  Zeringue 's  major  sugarcane 
variety  is  CP  65-357  which  is  grown  on 
68  percent  of  their  sugarcane  acreage. 
Lafourche  Parish  Agent  Mike  Hebert 
comments,  "The  Zeringues  are  good 
farmers  with  a  very  positive  attitude 
toward  the  industry." 

Second  among  the  state's  top  20  pro- 
ducers is  Loyman  Allemand  of  Lockport 
who  produced  7,242  pounds  of  sugar  per 
acre  on  6.7  acres.  Allemand  grows  CP 
70-321  and  CP  72-370. 

Third  is  Robert  Judice,  Jr.  of 
Franklin  who  produced  7,045  pounds  of 
sugar  per  acre  on  58.6  acres.  St.  Mary 
Parish  Agent  Don  Fontenot  says,  "Bob- 
by is  on  the  cutting  edge  of  new  tech- 
nology. He  follows  Extension  recommen- 
dations to  a  'T'  and  is  an  industry 
leader." 

Fourth  is  Hebert  Brothers  Farms, 
Inc.  Tim,  Alfred,  Joseph,  and  Michael 
Hebert,  and  father  Wilfred  of  Thibodaux 
produced  6,812  pounds  of  sugar  per  acre 
on  407.3  acres  of  sugarcane.  County 
Agent  Hebert  notes,  "The  Hebert 
Brothers  are  very  progressive  farmers. 
They  are  very  cooperative  with  research 
individuals  in  providing  research  plots 
as  well  as  helping  to  work  the  plots." 

Fifth  is  Tro-Lon-Ray  Farm.  Father 
Ray  and  sons  Troy  and  Lonnie  Cham- 
pagne   of   Lockport    produced    6,726 

(Continued  on  page  23) 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE  WITH  DON  WALLACE 


USDA  PUBLISHES  OCTOBER 
CROP  PRODUCTION  REPORT 

On  October  10,  1991,  the  USDA 
published  the  latest  statistics  on  sugar 
cane  and  sugarbeets  in  its  monthly  Crop 
Production  Report.  According  to  the 
report,  production  of  sugar  cane  is 
forecast  at  31.7  million  tons,  slightly 
higher  than  the  September  forecast  and 
13%  above  last  year's  output.  Louisiana 
and  Texas  are  expected  to  produce 
larger  crops  than  a  year  earlier  while 
Florida  and  Hawaii  are  projected  to 
have  decreased  output.  The  yield 
outlook  for  Louisiana  is  up  1.0  tons  per 
acre  from  September  1.  In  Florida,  the 
season  has  been  favorable  for  the  sugar 
cane  crop  because  although  there  has 
been  rain,  there  have  been  no  hur- 
ricanes. Growers  are  currently  planting 
sugar  cane  and  harvesting  is  expected 


to  start  the  last  week  of  October.  Rain 
in  Texas  has  favorably  affected  the  crop 
outlook  and  sugar  quality  looks  good.  In 
Hawaii,  a  build-up  of  volcanic  smoke 
and  fumes  prompted  a  ban  on  sugarcane 
field  burning  in  some  areas  during 
September.  Without  burning,  there  has 
been  an  increase  of  trash  in  the  cane 
delivered  to  mills,  resulting  in  a  lower 
sugar  recovery  rate. 

The  sugarbeet  production  forecast  of 

27.4  million  tons  shows  a  decrease  from 
September's  forecast  of  27.6  million  tons 
and  from  last  year's  total  production  of 

27.5  million  tons.  Nationwide,  yields  are 
expected  to  average  19.8  tons  per  acre 
compared  to  20.0  tons  in  1990. 

(Continued  on  page  27) 
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Farm  Financing  From 
Foilcs  Wlio  Understand. 

Sometimes  it's  hard  to  explain  —  to  someone  who 
doesn't  know  your  business  —  why  you  need  money  and 
how  you  plan  to  use  it. 

At  First  South  Production  Credit  Association  you  won't 
have  to  educate  our  loan  officers. 

They  understand  farming  and  they'll  tailor  a  financing 
package  to  fit  your  needs. 

We'll  help  you  buy  that 
new  tractor,  get  the  crop 
in  this  year,  make 
farm  improvements  or 
just  keep  the  cash  flow  flowing. 

Because  You  Deserve  It. 


DEAN  MARTIN 
Thibodaux 


Give  us  a  call. 


First  South 
Production  Credit 
Association 


ANDY  ANDOLSEK 
Thibodaux 


PATSY  CHAMPAGNE 
New  Iberia 
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FARM  NOTES  By  Dr.  Charley  Richard 

BUS  TRIP  —  CROP  REPORT  —  STANDS  FROM  RECENTLY  PLANTED  CANE 

SEED  CANE  QUESTIONNAIRES 

The  League  is  again  planning  a  bus  trip  for  cane  growers  for  this  coming 
February  similar  to  trips  taken  in  the  past.  Our  plans  are  to  visit  the  Florida  sugar 
industry  concentrating  on  cane  harvesting,  loading  and  transport  systems.  Also 
of  interest  will  be  the  Canal  Point  breeding  station,  factory  cane  handling  systems, 
and  environmental  constraints  (water  and  air  quality).  We  also  hope  to  visit  citrus 
growing  and  processing  facilities,  as  well  as  winter  vegetable  growing  and  pro- 
cessing units.  If  time  permits,  we  plan  to  stop  at  Cypress  Gardens  for  a  little  enter- 
tainment along  the  way.  We  hope  to  hold  down  the  cost  of  the  trip  to  a  bare 
minimum  and  will  have  a  price  quotation  shortly.  I  would  expect  the  price  to  be 
below  $500  per  person  which  will  include  transportation,  lodging  and  refreshments 
along  the  way.  If  you  are  at  all  interested  please  fill  out  the  form  found  in  this 
article  and  return  it  to  the  League  office  immediately.  We  will  need  to  confirm 
rooms  early  since  this  is  the  peak  tourist  season  in  south  Florida.  The  number 
of  seats  on  the  bus  are  limited.  The  deadline  to  receive  applications  is 
December  6,  1991.  Applications  will  be  handled  in  the  order  they  are  received. 

******************************* 
^        1992  AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE  BUS  TOUR        ^ 

*  YES,  I  AM  INTERESTED  IN  ATTENDING  * 

*  THE  1992  BUS  TRIP  TO  FLORIDA  * 

*  * 

*  * 

*  NAME: ^ 

*  * 
^      ADDRESS: ^ 

*  * 

*  CITY: ZIP: ^ 

^  MAIL  TO:    AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE  ^ 

^  P.O.  BOX  938  ^ 

^  THIBODAUX,  LA  70302  ^ 

******************************* 

CROP  REPORT 

On  September  30,  1991,  St.  Mary  Sugar  Co-op  and  Jeanerette  Sugar  Co-op 
became  the  first  mills  to  start  grinding  operations  for  the  1991  season.  On  October 
15,  St.  James  Sugar  Co-op  became  the  last  mill  to  begin  grinding  this  season. 
Reports  to  date  indicate  good  sugar  content  in  most  areas  of  the  cane  belt  with 
recoveries  approaching  200  pounds  of  sugar  per  ton.  Areas  which  did  not  have  as 
much  Polado  applied  and  areas  with  shorter  cane  are  reporting  lower  levels  of 

(Continued  on  page  9) 
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(Continued  from  page  8) 


sugar.  Cane  weights  on  the  other  hand 
are  much  more  variable.  Some  areas, 
like  the  upper  Bayou  Teche  and  the 
Bunkie  areas,  are  reporting  wagon  and 
trailer  weights  good  to  only  slightly 
below  normal  while  other  areas  are  find- 
ing that  cane  stalks  are  very  light.  Stalk 
populations  are  reduced  throughout 
most  of  the  belt  as  a  result  of  all  the  rain 
experienced  earlier  this  year.  Three 
months  ago  this  author  predicted  some 
28  tons  of  cane  per  acre  with  a  yield  of 
185  pounds  of  sugar  per  ton  for  a  total 
production  of  815,000  tons  of  sugar  on 
the  315,000  acres  harvested  for  sugar. 
It  would  appear  that  this  tonnage 
estimate  was  too  high,  but  current  sugar 
recoveries  seem  to  be  better  than  ex- 
pected. Based  on  numbers  seen  to  date, 
it  would  appear  that  the  state's  tonnage 
may  be  reduced  by  some  10%,  but  with 
better  sugar  yields,  a  total  yield  of 
800,000  tons  of  sugar  could  still  be 
achieved. 


STANDS  FROM  RECENTLY 
PLANTED  CANE 

Growers  have  now  completed  their 
plantings  and  for  the  most  part  have 
done  a  pretty  good  job.  In  the  far  western 
and  northern  areas  of  the  cane  belt 
growers  planted  more  of  their  acreage 
early  in  the  season.  When  rains  began 
to  fall  throughout  much  of  September, 
many  growers  in  the  rest  of  the  belt 
found  themselves  behind  time.  A  large 
percentage  of  the  cane  in  the  belt  was 
planted  later  in  the  season  than  is  nor- 
mally planted.  This  may  not  be  bad,  but 
one  also  has  to  consider  the  quality  of 
the  seed  planted  and  the  seed  bed  in 
which  it  was  planted. 

There  was  a  heavy  infestation  of 
cane  borers  this  summer  and  this  may 


have  affected  the  number  of  good  eyes 
on  the  stalks  and  may  also  have  caused 
some  eyes  to  sprout  prematurely  while 
the  cane  was  still  standing  in  the  field. 
This  kind  of  cane  generally  doesn't 
make  the  best  seed  source.  If  this 
material  was  used  then  less  than  perfect 
stands  could  be  seen  this  spring  when 
cane  stands  emerge.  There  were  a  large 
number  of  bull  shoots  or  water  suckers 
seen  in  most  varieties  this  year.  The 
quality  of  these  stalks  from  a  seed  stand- 
point is  an  unknown.  Also,  with  all  the 
rain,  some  cane  was  planted  in  less  than 
perfect  conditions.  Clods,  dried  out  soil, 
and  grassy  conditions  often  made  for 
less  than  ideal  covering  situations.  Here 
again,  stands  can  be  affected  especially 
if  the  current  drought  being  experienced 
in  the  cane  belt  continues  much  longer. 
A  two  inch  rain  would  do  a  lot  of  good 
to  the  recently  planted  cane  to  help  seal 
it  in,  and  may  also  help  the  preemer- 
gence  herbicides  that  have  been  applied. 

Growers  should  recognize  the  poten- 
tial for  stand  problems  when  cane 
begins  to  emerge  in  the  spring.  Extra  at- 
tention should  be  paid  in  the  spring  to 
plant  cane  to  insure  that  all  available 
shoots  have  the  opportunity  to  survive. 
Because  of  the  weed  infestations  this  fall 
in  fallow  ground,  growers  should  pay  ex- 
tra attention  to  weed  control  practices, 
as  well  as  cultural  practices. 


SEED  CANE  QUESTIONNAIRES 

Growers  are  reminded  to  send  their 
seed  cane  questionnaires  to  their  ASCS 
office  while  that  acreage  can  still  be 
easily  measured.  It  is  very  important 
that  growers  keep  good  records  and  the 
ASCS  office  requests  that  you  provide 
them  with  this  important  information. 
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1991  Louisiana  Sugarcane  Festival 
''50th  Anniversary'' 


Queen  Sugar  L, 
Rebecca  Daigle  and 
King  Sucrose  L, 
Howard  Robichaux 
at  the  Coronation  of 
Queen  Sugar, 


Queen  Sugar  XLIX,  Monica 

Hargett  and  King  Sucrose 

XLIX,  Fred  K  Clark  at  the 

Sugarcane  Growers/ 

Processors  Parade 
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(K)  First  National  Bank 


ofHouma 

MEMBER  FDIC 


CROP  LOANS 

EQUIPMENT  LOANS 

FARM  OWNERSHIP  LOANS 

We  at  First  National  Bank  ofHouma  in 
cooperation  with  Bank  of  Southwest 
Louisiana  are  ready  to  handle  your 
farm  borrowing  needs. 


Contact  Mike  Naremore 
(504)  868-1660 
1-800-257-3276 

(504)  446-8806  -  night 
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The  Baton  Rouge  Line 

By  Tom  and  Linda  Spradley 


Because  the  elections  this  fall  seem 
to  have  captured  a  lot  of  attention,  we 
devote  this  month's  column  to  the 
legislative  races  in  the  sugar  parishes. 
Following  are  the  results  of  these  races 
in  the  primary. 

SENATOR 

Allen  Bares,  incumbent,  in  runoff  with 

J.  Lomax  Jordan 
Oswald    Decuit    —    relected    without 

opposition 
Mike  Foster  —  relected 
J.  E.  Jumonville,  incumbent,  in  runoff 

with  Tom  Greene 
Donald  Kelly  —  reelected 
Ron    Landry    —    reelected    without 

opposition 
Joe  McPherson,  incumbent,  in  runoff 

with  Robert  Bates 
Cecil    Picard    —    reelected    without 

opposition 
John  Saunders  —  reelected 
Joe  Sevario,  incumbent,  in  runoff  with 

Jeff  Diez 
Steve  Thompson  —  reelected 

In  District  20,  held  by  the  late  Leonard 
Chabert,  there  will  be  a  runoff  between 
Marty  Chabert,  Chabert's  son,  and  Paul 
Brown. 

REPRESENTATIVE 

Joe  Accardo,  incumbent,  in  runoff  with 

Richard  Holmes 
Bo  Ackal  —  reelected 
Harry  Benoit  —  lost  to  Sydnie  Durand 
Charlie   DeWitt  —  reelected  without 

opposition 
Juba  Diez,  incumbent,  in  runoff  with 

Charlotte  Hayward 
Hunt  Downer  —  reelected 
Ted  Haik  —  reelected 
Christopher  John  —  reelected  without 

opposition 
Raymond  Laborde  —  reelected  without 

opposition 


"LaLa"  Lalonde  —  reelected 

Jerry  Luke  LeBlanc  —  reelected  without 

opposition 
Charles  Melancon  —  reelected 
Ralph  Miller,  incumbent,  in  runoff  with 

Joel  Chaisson 
John  Siracusa  —  reelected 
Jack    Smith    —    reelected    without 

opposition 
Sam    Theriot    —    reelected    without 

opposition 
Warren   Triche   —   reelected   without 

opposition 

OPEN  SEATS  - 

NO  INCUMBENT  RUNNING 

District  26 

Runoff  between  Israel  Curtis  and  Robert 
Jordan 

District  40 

Runoff  between  Jerry  Domengeaux  and 
Charles  Hudson 

District  53 

Runoff  between  Robert  Bergeron  and 
Betty  Blaize 

District  54 

Runoff  between  Velma  Callais-Rogers 
and  Mitch  Theriot 

District  58 

Runoff  between  Pam  Comeaux  and  Roy 
Quezaire,  Jr. 


Liquid  Fertilizers 
For  Sugar  Cane 


OUACHITA 


FERTILIZER 


NEW  IBERIA,  LA.        (318)  367-8233 
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IN  THE  FACTORY 

Stephen  J.  Clarke 

Audubon  Sugar  Institute 

Louisiana  Agricultural  Experiment  Station 


On  several  occasions  I  have  dis- 
cussed the  necessity  for  good  process 
control  in  the  raw  cane  sugar  factory. 
The  context  has  usually  been  the  need 
for  good  data  for  estimation  of  what 
sugar  production  should  be  and  to  deter- 
mine the  sites  of  sugar  losses.  Good  con- 
trol is  also  necessary  for  the  most  effi- 
cient utilization  of  equipment,  much  of 
which  has  a  high  capital  cost  and  should 
therefore  be  used  as  efficiently  as  possi- 
ble. It  is  also  important  that  the  equip- 
ment be  properly  integrated  into  the 
process  so  that  optimum  performance 
can  be  obtained  from  each  unit.  In  con- 
trast, in  some  cases  there  is  a  tendency 
to  operate  equipment  just  because  it  is 
there;  the  equipment  has  been  pur- 
chased and  installed  and  these  must  be 
justified  by  its  operation. 

The  information  necessary  for 
monitoring  equipment  or  unit  operation 
performance  is  not  necessarily  the  same 
as  that  for  determination  of  throughput 
for  factor  balance  calculations.  Juice 
(and  molasses,  etc.)  scales  are  the  only 
satisfactory  method  for  absolute  deter- 
mination of  the  quantities  of  materials 
entering  and  leaving  process.  However, 
flow  meters  are  very  useful  to  monitor 
the  variations  in  process  flow,  especial- 
ly if  connected  to  continuous  reading 
systems  rather  than  counters  which  are 
read  intermittently.  Some  mills, 
especially  those  in  which  high 
throughput  is  most  important,  may  use 
flow  meters  for  raw  juice  and  then  use 
an  empirical  factor  to  convert  the  flow 
data  to  juice  weight.  This  empirical  fac- 
tor is  a  source  of  error  but,  if  maintain- 
ing the  high  throughput  is  very  impor- 


tant, the  flow  data  may  be  better  to 
monitor  the  mill  performance.  In  this 
case  we  are  dealing  with  equipment  con- 
trol rather  than  process  control,  with  the 
aim  of  getting  the  best  possible 
performance. 

Modern  instrumentation  allows  us 
to  continuously  monitor  most  of  the 
parameters  important  in  raw  sugar  pro- 
duction. Continuous  measurement  of 
massecuite  brix  in  the  pan  is  possible 
with  nuclear  density  meters  (and  is  used 
in  the  beet  industry)  but  there  is,  as  yet, 
no  method  for  in  pan  determination  of 
massecuite  and  mother  liquor  purities, 
crystal  content,  etc..  Conductivity 
probes  are  used  to  measure  concentra- 
tion factors  in  the  pan  suitable  for  its 
control  but  the  purities,  etc.  are  not  con- 
trolled directly. 

Depending  on  the  process  involved, 
the  parameters  determined  may  be 
temperature,  pressure  or  vacuum,  den- 
sity or  any  factor  that  can  indicate 
whether  the  process  is  being  maintained 
at  the  desired  conditions.  At  this  point 
it  is  desirable  to  make  a  distinction  be- 
tween "true"  numbers  and  useful 
numbers.  An  example  of  this  is  the 
measurement  and  control  of  pH  at  the 
liming  station.  The  precise  meaning  of 
the  pH  of  a  solution  containing  a  com- 
plex mixture  of  materials  such  as  a  raw 
cane  juice  is  difficult  to  state,  but  the 
number  obtained  from  a  properly 
calibrated  pH  meter  is  very  useful  and 
allows  us  to  set  the  process  conditions 
for  good  clarification  with  minimum  in- 
version and  color  formation. 

Temperature  is  probably  the  easiest 
(Continued  on  page  30) 
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1991  HIGH  YIELD  AWARD  PHOTOS 


CHARLES  &  RALPH 
ZERINGUE 

THIBODAUX,  LA 

Top  20  Producers 

1st  Place 
^2    I'oP  Parish  Producer 

Lafourche 
Acreage  Winner 

1st  Place 


1^ 

■rfililiii  Intern ^ 


(100  -  500  ACRE  CATEGORY) 


ROBERT  "BOBBY"  JUDICE,  JR. 

FRANKLIN,  LA 

Top  20  Producers  -  3rd  Place 

Top  Parish  Producer  —  St.  Mary 

Acreage  Winner  —  2nd  Place 

(0  -  100  ACRE  CATEGORY) 


JOE,  AL,  TIM  AND  MIKE  HEBERT 

HEBERT  BRTHERS  FARM,  THIBODAUX,  LA 

Top  20  Producers  —  4th  Place,  Acreage  Winner  —  2nd  Place 

(100  -  500  ACRE  CATEGORY)  (Photos  continued  on  page  15) 
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TROY  AND 
RAY  CHAMPAGNE 

TRO-LON-RAY  FARMS 

LOCKPORT,  LA 

Top  20  Producers 

5th  Place 

Acreage  Winner 

3rd  Place 

(100  -  500  ACRE  CATEGORY) 


i!P>^  4'' 


CLARENCE  "BUCK"  KIRLIN,  J.C.,  "JAKE"  &  FRANCIS  MATHERNE 

MATHERNE  BROTHERS,  THIBODAUX,  LA 

Top  20  Producers  —  6th  Place 

Acreage  Winner  —  1st  Place 

(500  -  1,000  ACRE  CATEGORY) 


KEITH  ZERINGUE 
THIBODAUX,  LA 

Top  20  Producers 
7th  Place 
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MIKE,  ANGELO, 
AND  NICK 
ACCARDO 

ACCARDO 
BEAN  CO. 

PATTERSON,  LA 

Top  20  Producers 
8th  Place 


MICHAEL  O'GWYNN,  GAYLE,  DANE  AND  HARRIS  LeBLANC 

LeBLANC  FARMS,  MATHEWS,  LA 

Top  20  Producers  -  9th  Place 
Top  Parish  Producer  —  Terrebone 

JOE  MICHEL  AND 

CLAUDE 

THIBODAUX 

JOE  MICHEL 
FARMS 

LABADIEVILLE,  LA 

Top  20  Producers     ^ 
10th  Place 

Top  Parish  Producer 
Assumption 

Acreage  Winner 


3rd  Place      (0  -  100  CATEGORY) 
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JERRY  McKEE,  HOUSTON  GERVAIS  AND  MICHAEL  HEBERT 

LAUREL  VALLEY  PLANTATION,  INC. 

THIBODAUX,LA 

Top  20  Producers  -  11th  Place 

Acreage  Winner  -  2nd  Place 
(500  -  1,000  ACRE  CATEGORY) 
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PHILLIP  WEIMER 

WEIMER  FARMS 

RACELAND,  LA 

Top  20  Producers  -  12th  Place 


TOMMY  RICHARD 
RACELAND,  LA 

Top  20  Producers 
13th  Place 


(Photos  continued  on  page  18) 
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DENNIS  KNOBLOCH,  JR. 

RACELAND,  LA 

Top  20  Producers 
14th  Place 


r1 

li'M'SMB^^^  \ 

ANTHONY  "TONY",  ALBERT  "MIKE"  AUCOIN, 
CAMERON  "BUDDY"  JR.,  AND  C.L.  MORVANT 

M  &  R  FARM 
VACHERIE,  LA 

Top  20  Producers  -  15th  Place 
Top  Parish  Producer  —  St.  James 


P.J.  AND 

'^    MANUEL     ■ 

ACOSTA 

ACOSTA 
BROTHERS 

THIBODAUX,  LA 

Top  20  Producers 
16th  Place 


(Photos  continued 
on  page  19) 
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DAVID  RODRIGUE 

RIVERLAND  FARMS 

EDGARD,  LA 

Top  20  Producers 
17th  Place 

Top  Parish  Producer 
St.  John 


MEINRAD  AND 
AL  BLANCHARD 

BLANCHARD 
FARMS,  INC. 

LABADIEVILLE, 
LA 

Top  20  Producers 
18th  Place 


TROY,  GARY 
AND  COREY 

?(.\^';^'^^^       THIBODEAUX 
.    ....    m.,m,d    THIBODAUX,LA 


■^^> 


aiv 


Top  20  Producers 
19th  Place 


(Photos  continued 
on  page  20) 
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MARK  AND 
GERALD  NAQUIN 

NAQUIN 
BROTHERS,  INC. 

THIBODAUX,  LA 

Top  20  Producers 
20th  Place 

Acreage  Winner 
3rd  Place 


FRANK  AND  JACK  NOEL 

McMANOR  PLANTATION 
DONALDSONVILLE,  LA 

Top  Parish  Producer  —  Ascension 


GLYNN  RIVET 
ROSEDALE,  LA 

Top  Parish  Producer 
Iberville 

Acreage  Winner 
2nd  Place 


(1,000  +  ACRE  CATEGORY)       .. 


(Photos  continued  on  page  21) 
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RAYMOND  BOUDREAUX 
AND  CARL  BOREL 

RAYMOND  BOUDREAUX, 

INC. 

ST.  MARTINVILLE,  LA 

Top  Parish  Producer 
St.  Martin 
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WALLACE  III,  TOM,  WALLACE  JR.,  AND  PAUL  ELLENDER 

ELLENDER  FARMS,  BOURG,  LA 

Acreage  Winner  —  1st  Place 

(1,000  +  ACRE  CATEGORY) 
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JOEL  F.,  JOHN  R.,  AND  DAVID  E.  LUKE 

LUKE  BROTHERS,  INC.,  CENTERVILLE,  LA 

Acreage  Winner  —  3rd  Place 

(1,000  +  ACRE  CATEGORY) 
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FOR  SALE:  1988  Cameco  2-row  Harvester  John 
Deere  engine,  factory  cab  and  air,  791  hours  split 
system.  Call  (318)  364-8903  day,  (318)  365-5036 
night. 


WANTED:  International  or  John  Deere  Hi-Crop 
Tractors.  Any  age!  Any  condition!  Call 
1-800-738-2263. 


******************************* 

*  * 

*  GENERAL  MANAGER  * 

*  * 

*  * 

*  Above  position  available  at  St.  Martin  Sugar     * 

*  Cooperative,  Inc.  in  St.  Martinville,  LA.  * 

*  Experience    in    Louisiana    Sugar    Industry      * 

*  preferred.  * 
^  Please  send  resume,  and  salary  requirement      ^ 

*  to:  * 

*  * 

*  Personnel  Director  * 

*  St.  Martin  Sugar  Coop.  Inc.  * 

*  6092  Resweber  Hwy.  * 

*  St.  Martinville,  LA  70582  * 

*  * 
******************************* 
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pounds  of  sugar  per  acre  on  271.2  acres 
of  sugarcane.  Hebert  says,"  The  Cham- 
pagnes attend  field  days  and  growers 
meetings  regularly  and  use  the  informa- 
tion to  improve  their  production.  They 
are  proud  of  their  progress  and  are 
always  willing  to  cooperate  with  Exten- 
sion and  research  whenever  needed." 

Sixth  are  the  Matherne  Brothers. 
J.C.  "Jake",  Francis,  Kirlin  and 
Clarence  "Buck",  Jr.  of  Thibodaux  pro- 
duced 6,684  pounds  of  sugar  on  585.3 
acres  of  sugarcane.  Hebert  remarks  the 
brothers  are  "very  good  farmers  who  are 
eager  to  improve  their  yields  through 
research  findings  and  other  farmers' 
successes." 

Seventh  is  Keith  Zeringue  of 
Thibodaux  who  produced  6,623  pounds 
of  sugar  per  acre  on  116.0  acres  of  sugar- 
cane.   Hebert    comments,    "Keith    is 


another  young  farmer  who  is  constant- 
ly using  the  latest  in  research  findings 
to  improve  his  yields.  He  is  very  eager 
to  learn  everything  he  can  about  sugar- 
cane production." 

Eighth  is  the  Accardo  Bean  Co.,  run 
by  Angelo,  Mike,  and  Nick  Accardo  of 
Patterson.  They  produced  6,654  pounds 
of  sugar  on  189.5  acres  of  sugarcane. 
Fontenot  say  the  growers  are  "a  fine- 
tuned  team,  who  have  mastered  the  art 
of  cultivation  and  harvest  for  high 
yields." 

Ninth  is  LeBlanc  Farms.  Harris, 
Dane  and  Gayle  LeBlanc  and  Michael 
O'Gwyn  of  Matthews  produced  6,477 
pounds  of  sugar  per  acre.  These  Ter- 
rebonne Parish  farmers  grew  494  acres 
of  sugarcane.  County  Agent  Barton 
Joffrion  states,  "The  LeBlancs  continue 
(Continued  on  page  24) 


HYDROSTATS 

EATON  -  SUNDSTRAND  -  DYNAPOWER 

REPAIRED  OR  EXCHANGED  -  WHILE  YOU  WAIT 


24 

YEARS 

EXPERIENCE 


100%  TESTED 
DON'T  PUT  IT  BACK  ON  UNTESTED 


cyiLL  1-800-725-0130 

AUTOMATION  ENGINEERING 

9941  MAMMOTH  AVENUE 
BATON  ROUGE,  LA   70814 
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to  do  a  good  job  farming  and  have  in- 
creased their  yields." 

Tenth  is  Joe  Michel  of  Joe  Michel 
Farms  of  Labadieville  who  produced 
6,641  pounds  of  sugar  per  acre  on  15 
acres  of  sugarcane.  Assumption  Parish 
Extension  Agent  Donald  Nolan  says, 
"Joe  is  a  newcomer  to  the  high  yield 
awards.  I'm  sure  we  will  be  hearing 
from  him  again." 

Eleventh  is  Laurel  Valley  Planta- 
tion, Inc.  of  Thibodaux.  Jerry  McKee 
and  Houston  Gervais  produced  6,427 
pounds  of  sugar  on  629.5  acres.  Hebert 
comments  the  growers  are  "progressive 
and  always  open  to  new  technology." 

Twelfth  is  Weimer  Farms.  Philip 
Weimer,  Jr.  of  Raceland  produced  6,344 
pounds  of  sugar  on  128.3  acres  of  sugar- 
cane. Hebert  notes  Weimer  is  a  "real 
cooperative  young  farmer  who  is  active 
in  farm  organizations.  He  is  very  recep- 
tive to  new  technology  gained  through 
research." 

Thirteenth  is  Tommy  Richard  of 
Raceland  who  produced  6,333  pounds  of 
sugar  per  acre  on  51.2  acres  of  sugar- 
cane. Hebert  says  Richard  is  "very 
pleasant  to  work  with.  He  is  proud  of  his 
work  and  constantly  strives  to  improve 
his  yields  through  new  research  find- 
ings." 

Fourteenth  is  Denis  Knobloch,  Jr.  of 
Raceland  who  produced  6,302  pounds  of 
sugar  per  acre  on  143.8  acres  of  sugar- 
cane. Hebert  notes,  "Denis  is  a  good 
farmer  who  has  been  increasing  his 
yields  for  the  past  few  years." 

Fifteenth  is  M  &  R  Farm.  C.  L.  and 
Cameron  Morvant,  Jr.  and  Albert  and 
Anthony  Aucoin  of  Vacherie  produced 
6,113  pounds  of  sugar  per  acre  on  413.1 
acres  of  sugarcane.  St.  James  Parish 
Agent  Jim  Garrett  comments,  "M  &  R 
Farms  is  a  very  efficient  operation.  They 
follow  Extension's  recommendation  and 
consistently  make  high  yields. 


Sixteenth  are  the  Acosta  Brothers  of 
Thibodaux.  Percy  Jr.,  Manuel  and 
Bobby  Acosta  produced  6,105  pounds  of 
sugar  per  acre  on  517.3  acres  of  sugar- 
cane. Hebert  says,  "The  Acosta  Brothers 
are  highly  respected.  They  are  constant- 
ly striving  to  produce  better  and  better 
cane  crops  year  after  year." 

Seventeenth  is  Riverland  Farms. 
Stan,  Leslie  and  David  Rodrigue  of 
Edgard  produced  6,093  pounds  of  sugar 
per  acre  on  57.7  acres  of  sugarcane. 
Three  generations  are  involved  in  sugar- 
cane production. 

Eighteenth  is  Blanchard  Farms,  Inc. 
Al  and  Meinrad  Blanchard  of 
Labadieville  produced  6,070  pounds  of 
sugar  per  acre  on  357  acres  of  sugar- 
cane. Nolan  remarks,  "This  farm  is  not 
new  to  the  high  yield  award.  Al  and 
Meinrad  consistently  have  been  high 
yield  winners." 

Nineteenth  are  the  Thibodeaux 
Brothers.  Gary  and  sons  Troy  and  Corey 
of  Thibodaux  produced  6,044  pounds  of 
sugar  per  acre.  These  Assumption 
Parish  farmers  grew  398.5  acres  of 
sugarcane.  Nolan  comments  the 
Thibodeaux's  "have  been  outstanding 
farmers  for  four  generations." 

Twentieth  is  Naquin  Brothers,  Inc. 
Gerald  and  Mark  Naquin  of  Thibodaux 
produced  6,025  pounds  of  sugar  per  acre. 
The  Assumption  Parish  farmers  grew 
664.2  acres  of  sugarcane.  Nolan  says, 
"Grerald  and  Mark  are  good  examples  of 
progressive  young  farmers.  They  are  in 
the  process  of  expanding  their  operation 
and  are  right  on  top  of  the  sugarcane 
producing  business." 

TOP  PARISH  PRODUCERS 

The  top  individual  parish  producers 

starts  with  Frank  and  Jack  Noel  of 

McManor  Plantation  of  Donaldsonville, 

in  Ascension  Parish.  The  Noels  pro- 

(Continued  on  page  25) 
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duced  5,422  pounds  of  sugar  per  acre  on 
243  acres  of  sugarcane.  The  farm  size  is 
1,200  acres. 

In  Assumption  Parish,  Joe  Michel 
Farm  of  Labadieville  produced  6,461 
pounds  of  sugar  on  15  acres.  Joe  also 
was  tenth  among  the  state's  top 
producers. 

From  Iberville  Parish,  Glynn  Rivet 
of  Rosedale  produced  5,806  pounds  of 
sugar  on  1,156.8  acres  of  sugarcane.  Ex- 
tension Agent  Mark  Tassin  says, 
"Glynn  is  an  upcoming  young  sugar- 
cane farmer.  You  will  be  hearing  more 
from  him." 

In  Lafourche  Parish,  Ralph  and 
Charles  Zeringue  of  Thibodaux  pro- 
duced 7,409  pounds  of  sugar  on  229.6 
acres.  They  were  also  the  top  producers 
in  the  state.  In  addition,  they  recently 
received  the  Achievement  Award  at  the 
Lafourche  Parish  Field  Day. 

From  St.  James  Parish,  M  &  R  Farm 
of  Vacherie  produced  6,113  pounds  of 
sugar  on  413.1  acres  of  sugarcane.  They 
also  were  number  15  among  the  state's 
top  producers. 

In  St.  John  Parish,  Riverland  Farms 
of  Edgard  produced  6,093  pounds  of 
sugar  on  57.7  acres  of  sugarcane.  They 
also  were  number  17  in  the  state. 


From  St.  Martin  Parish,  Raymond 
Boudreaux,  Inc.  was  the  top  producer. 
Raymond  Boudreaux  and  Carl  Borel  of 
St.  Martinville  grew  5,239  pounds  of 
sugar  on  247.6  acres  of  sugarcane.  Ex- 
tension Agent  James  Devillier  notes, 
"Raymond  and  Carl  are  top  sugarcane 
producers.  Raymond  has  been  instru- 
mental in  helping  to  develop  sugarcane 
educational  programs  for  parish 
farmers." 

In  St.  Mary  Parish,  Robert  Judice, 
Jr.  of  Franklin  produced  7,045  pounds 
of  sugar  per  acre  on  58.6  acres  of  sugar- 
cane. Judice  also  was  number  three  in 
the  state.  Fontenot  praises  Bobby  for  his 
integrity  in  building  good  equipment. 

From  Terrebonne  Parish,  LeBlanc 
Farms  of  Matthews  produced  6,477 
pounds  of  sugar  per  acre  on  495  acres  of 
sugarcane.  The  state's  number  nine  pro- 
ducer has  been  growing  sugarcane  for 
five  years. 

ACREAGE  WINNERS 

Three  producers  in  each  of  four 
acreage  categories  took  top  honors. 

In  the  0  to  100  acre  category, 
Loyman  Allemand,  Lockport,  won  first 

(Continued  on  page  26) 


Cane  Tractor  Parts 


New,  Used  and  Rebuilt  Hi  Crop     WANTED:  JD  &  l-H  Tractors  for  Parts. 
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place  by  raising  7,242  pounds  of  sugar 
per  acre  on  6.7  acres  of  sugarcane.  Alle- 
mand  also  was  the  second  highest  state 
producer. 

Second  place  in  this  category  goes  to 
Robert  Judice,  Jr.  of  Franklin,  who  grew 
7,045  pounds  of  sugar  per  acre  on  58.6 
acres  of  sugarcane.  Bobby  also  was  third 
in  the  state  and  first  in  his  parish. 

Third  place  goes  to  Joe  Michel  Farm 
in  Labadieville,  which  produced  6,461 
pounds  of  sugar  per  acre  on  15  acres  of 
sugarcane.  Joe  also  was  tenth  in  the 
state  and  first  in  his  parish. 

In  the  100  to  500  acre  category 
Ralph  and  Charles  Zeringue  of 
Thibodaux  took  first  place  by  raising 
7,409  pounds  of  sugar  per  acre  on  229.6 
acres  of  sugarcane.  The  Zeringues  also 
were  first  in  the  state  and  their  parish. 

Second  Place  in  this  category  goes  to 
Hebert  Brothers  Farm,  Inc.  of 
Thibodaux,  which  grew  6,812  pounds  of 
sugar  per  acre  on  407.3  acres  of  sugar- 
cane. The  Hebert  Brothers  were  also 
fourth  in  the  state. 

Third  place  belongs  to  Tro-Lon-Ray 
Farm  of  Lockport,  which  produced  6,726 
pounds  of  sugar  per  acre  on  271.2  acres 
of  sugarcane.  Ray,  Troy  and  Lonnie 
Champagne  also  took  fifth  place  in  the 
state. 

In  the  500  to  1,000  acre  category,  the 
Matherne  Brothers  of  Thibodaux  earned 
first  place  by  producing  6,684  pounds  of 
sugar  per  acre  on  585.3  acres  of  sugar- 
cane. Jake,  Francis,  Kirlin  and  Clarence 
also  earned  sixth  place  in  the  state. 

Second  place  in  this  category  goes  to 
Laurel  Valley  Plantation,  Inc.  of 
Thibodaux,  which  produced  6,427 
pounds  of  sugar  per  acre  in  629.5  acres 
of  sugarcane.  Jerry  McKee  and  Houston 
Gervais  also  were  eleventh  in  the  state. 

Third  place  goes  to  the  Naquin 
Brothers,  Inc.  of  Thibodaux,  who  pro- 
duced 6,025  pounds  of  sugar  per  acre  on 
664.2  acres  of  sugarcane.  Mark  and 


Gerald  also  were  twentieth  among  the 
state's  top  producers. 

In  the  1,000-1-  acre  category, 
Ellender  Farms  of  Bourg,  took  first 
place  by  producing  5,967  pounds  of 
sugar  per  acre  on  1,065.2  acres  of  sugar- 
cane. Terrebonne  Parish  Extension 
Agent  says  the  Ellenders  "continue  to 
do  an  excellent  job  growing  sugarcane 
and  producing  high  sucrose  content." 

Second  place  in  this  category  goes  to 
Glynn  Rivet  of  Rosedale,  who  produced 
5,808  pounds  of  sugar  per  acre  on 
1,156.8  acres  of  sugarcane.  Glynn  also 
took  first  place  in  his  parish. 

Third  place  goes  to  the  Luke 
Brothers  of  Centerville,  who  produced 
5,702  pounds  of  sugar  on  1,646.8  acres 
of  sugarcane.  Fontenot  says  John,  Joel 
and  David  "are  good  farmers,  who  do  an 
excellent  job  of  preparing  seed  beds  and 
closely  follow  Extension  recommenda- 
tions." 


For  efficiency  &  Accuracy  in 
Precision  grading  Consider 
the  purchase  of  a 

Lazerplane 

by 

Spectra-Physics 
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SUGARBEETS:  AREA  HARVESTED,  YIELD,  AND  PRODUCTION, 
BY  STATE  AND  UNITED  STATES,  1989-91  i 


AREA  HARVESTED 

YIELD  1 

PRODUCTION  1 

STATE 

IND 

IND 

IND 

1990 

1991 

1990 

1991 

1989 

1990 

1991 

1,000  ACRES 

TONS 

1,000  TONS 

CA 

167.0 

150.0 

26.1 

25.5 

4,614 

4,359 

3,750 

CO 

40.0 

40.3 

23.6 

23.0 

912 

944 

927 

ID 

186.0 

195.0 

26.0 

24.0 

4,038 

4,836 

4,680 

Ml 

157.0 

167.0 

20.8 

16.5 

2,565 

3,266 

2,756 

MN 

364.0 

362.0 

14.8 

16.5 

5,456 

5,387 

5,973 

MT 

55.1 

56.3 

22.5 

21.8 

1,033 

1,240 

1,227 

NE 

71.0 

78.2 

21.0 

20.5 

1,169 

1,491 

1,603 

ND 

193.2 

190.0 

14.4 

17.0 

2,828 

2,782 

3,230 

OH 

19.2 

20.2 

18.5 

17.0 

199 

355 

343 

OR 

16.7 

19.0 

29.2 

28.0 

391 

488 

532 

TX 

41.0 

40.5 

24.8 

24.0 

743 

1,017 

972 

WY 

63.8 

67.1 

20.5 

20.3 

1,139 

1,308 

1,362 

OTHER  2 

2.2 

2.2 

29.5 

31.4 

44 

65 

69 

US 

1,376.2 

1,387.8 

20.0 

19.8 

25,131 

27,538 

27,424 

1  RELATES  TO  YEAR  OF  INTENDED  HARVEST  EXCEPT  FOR  OVERWINTERED  SPRING 
PLANTED  BEETS  IN  CA. 

2  INCLUDES  NM  AND  WA. 

SUGARCANE  FOR  SUGAR  AND  SEED:  AREA  HARVESTED,  YIELD, 
AND  PRODUCTION,  BY  STATE  AND  UNITED  STATES,  1989-91  i 


AREA  HARVESTED 

YIELD  1 

PRODUCTION  1 

STATE 

IND 

IND 

IND 

1990 

1991 

1990 

1991 

1989 

1990 

1991 

1,000  ACRES 

TONS 

1,000  TON 

S 

FL 

434.0         440.0 

35.5           34.3 

13,188       15,407 

15,092 

HI 

79.0           75.2 

85.1            83.5 

7,277         6,723 

6,279 

LA 

245.0         345.0 

20.6           27.0 

8,083         5,056 

9,315 

TX 

36.2           35.0 

26.2           29.5 

878            950 

1,033 

US 

794.2         895.2 

35.4           35.4 

29,426       28,136 

31,719 

1  NET  TONS. 

CROP  PRODUCTION 
OCTOBER  1991 


AGRICULTURAL  STATISTICS  BOARD, 
MASS,  USDA 


(Continued  on  page  28) 
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USDA  ANNOUNCES  SUGAR 

TARIFF  RATE  QUOTA 

FOR  1991/1992 

In  a  press  release  issued  on 
September  27,  1991,  Deputy  Secretary 
of  Agriculture,  Ann  M.  Veneman  an- 
nounced the  1991/1991  U.S.  tariff-rate 
quota  for  sugar  to  be  allowed  entry  into 
the  United  States.  Effective  October  1, 
1991,  the  quota  of  low-duty  rate  sugar 
was  set  at  1,526,701  short  tons,  raw 
value  (1,385,000  metric  tons,  raw  value). 

U.S.  Trade  Representative  Carla 
Hills  also  announced  the  1991/1992 
country-by-country  tariff  rate  quota 
allocations  for  sugar  allowed  entry  into 
the  United  States  at  the  low  duty  rate. 
The  chart  which  follows  lists  the  alloca- 
tions in  metric  tons,  raw  value. 


Argentina 56,817 

Barbados 9,249 

Bolivia   10,571 

Colombia 31,712 

Costa  Rica 19,820 

Dominican  Republic 232,555 

El  Salvador   34,355 

Gabon 7,258 

Guyana 15,856 

Honduras 13,213 

Jamaica   14,535 

Malawi 13,213 

Mexico 7,258 

Nicaragua 27,748 

Papua  New  Guinea 7,258 

Peru   54,175 

St.  Kitts  and  Nevis 7,258 

Swaziland 21,141 

Thailand 18,499 

Uruguay 7,258 

Australia   109,671 

Belize 14,535 

Brazil 191,593 

Congo 7,258 

Cote  d'lvoire 7,258 

Ecuador 14,535 


Fiji 11,892 

Guatemala 63,424 

Haiti 7,258 

India 10,571 

Madagascar 7,258 

Mauritius 15,856 

Mozambique 17,177 

Panama 38,319 

Paraguay 7,258 

Philippines 178,380 

South  Africa 30,391 

Taiwan 15,856 

Trinidad-Tobago 9,249 

Zimbabwe 15,856 

The  conversion  factor  to  short  tons  is  one 
metric  ton  equals  1,10231125  short  tons. 

NO  SUGAR  MARKETING 
ALLOTMENTS  NECESSARY 

Secretary  of  Agriculture  Edward 
Madigan  announced  on  September  30, 
1991,  that  sugar  marketing  allotments 
will  not  need  to  be  established  for  pro- 
ducers for  fiscal  year  1992.  This  decision 
was  based  on  the  estimated  import  re- 
quirement of  1.526  million  short  tons, 
larger  than  the  1.25  million  short  tons 
which  would  have  triggered  the 
domestic  marketing  quotas  under  the 
1990  farm  bill. 


USDA  FORECASTS  RECORD 
GLOBAL  SUGAR  PRODUCTION 

Global  sugar  production  for 
1991/1992  is  expected  to  outpace  con- 
sumption, leading  to  an  increase  of 
world  stocks.  Production  is  forecast  at  a 
record  113.2  million  metric  tons  (124.78 
million  short  tons)  which  is  up  nearly 
300,000  metric  tons  (330,690  short  tons) 
from  last  year's  estimated  production. 
World  sugar  consumption  increased  2.8 
million  tons  to  a  record  112.1  million 
metric  tons. 

(Continued  on  page  29) 
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U.S.  sugar  production  for  FY  92  is 
forecast  at  7.38  million  short  tons,  up 
75,000  from  the  June  estimate.  The 
change  in  estimation  reflects  a  25,000 
ton  upward  forecast  for  beet  sugar  and 
a  50,000  ton  increase  of  cane  sugar  since 
Louisiana  and  Florida  will  experience 
higher  production,  offsetting  a 
downturn  in  Hawaii.  Cane  sugar  pro- 
duction is  forecast  at  3.45  million  tons 
and  the  USDA  expects  beet  sugar  pro- 
duction to  increase  to  3.93  million  tons. 

MOVEMENT  IN  GATT 

According  to  the  Financial  Times  on 
October  14,  1991,  the  German  Cabinet 
has  decided  to  be  open  to  making  a  deal 
on  the  issues  creating  a  stumbling  block 
in  the  Uruguay  Round,  namely 
agriculture.  Ireland  and  France  remain 
isolated  within  the  E.C.  and,  without 


the  German  support,  do  not  have 
enough  votes  to  block  further  E.C.  deal- 
ings. The  move  by  the  Germans  gives 
Andriessen,  Minister  for  External  Af- 
fairs, the  "green  light"  to  proceed  with 
trade  negotiations.  The  Administration 
is  hopeful,  of  course,  that  this  signal  by 
the  Germans  will  result  in  completing 
a  favorable  and  timely  agreement. 
Japan  and  Korea  remain  opposed  to 
tariffication  and  their  opposition  must 
be  dealt  with  before  any  agreement 
emerges.  Arthur  Dunkel,  GATT  Direc- 
tor General,  still  insists  that  a  text  in 
agriculture  will  be  forthcoming  by  ear- 
ly November.  Washington  Represen- 
tatives will  continue  to  keep  the  League 
posted  on  any  new  developments. 
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IN  THE  FACTORY 

parameter  to  measure  and  there  are 
many  sites  in  process  where  continuous 
temperature  data  would  be  valuable.  If 
mud  tanks  and/or  mixers  are  used,  these 
must  be  maintained  at  high  enough 
temperature  to  prevent  microbial  loss  of 
sugar.  Such  tanks  are  often  in  inaccessi- 
ble parts  of  the  factory  and  are  ignored. 
Work  on  low  grade  continuous  centri- 
fugals indicates  that  one  of  the  primary 
factors  in  molasses  purity  increase 
through  the  machines  is  the  wash  water 
temperature.  It  would  be  easy  to  install 
a  temperature  logging  system  on  the 
water  lines  with  alarms  if  the 
temperature  rose  too  much.  Monitoring 
of  vacuum  on  the  filters  would  indicate 
changing  of  performance,  especially  if 
the  wear  plates  and  distributing  valves 
become  faulty.  Adequate  cake  washing 
requires  that  the  water  for  the  sprays  be 
at  the  correct  temperature  and  pressure, 
both  of  which  can  be  monitored. 

Part  of  our  activities  this  crop  in- 
volves monitoring  of  the  temperature 
profile  through  the  handling  system  for 
C-massecuite,  including  crystallizers, 
reheating  system  and  centrifugals.  In 
the  past  this  mill  has  not  achieved  as 
good  molasses  exhaustion  as  predicted 
and  this  information  should  help  in 
identifying  the  areas  for  improvement. 
This  type  of  data  is  fairly  easily  inter- 
preted but  needs  to  be  combined  with 
analytical  data  on  the  massecuite  and 
molasses  compositions. 

Conductivity  measurements  have 
been  used  to  monitor  diffuser  perfor- 
mance and  one  trial  this  crop  is  an  at- 
tempt to  apply  this  technique  to  a  mill- 
ing train.  Conductivity  probes  have 
been  inserted  in  the  juice  troughs  at 
various  stages  in  the  mill  and  the  data 
recorded  continuously,  along  with  ther- 


(Continued  from  page  13) 

mocouples,  so  that  the  necessary 
temperature  correction  to  the  conduc- 
tivity can  be  made.  The  hope  is  that, 
under  steady  operating  conditions,  a 
steady  conductivity  value  would  be  ob- 
tained and  that  deviations  would  in- 
dicate changes  in  milling  conditions.  So 
far  the  data  looks  promising. 

In  the  foreseeable  future,  new 
analytical  techniques  such  as  near  infra- 
red reflection  and  transmission  may  be 
applied  to  process  streams,  including  the 
mill.  This  could  make  possible  the  con- 
tinuous evaluation  of  process,  for  exam- 
ple, continuous  data  on  the  sucrose  con- 
tent of  bagasse  or  filter  cake.  Again,  it 
must  be  stressed  that  this  is  not  a 
substitute  for  good  weight  and  analyt- 
ical data  for  chemical  control,  but  rather 
a  means  of  optimizing  factory 
performance. 
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importance  of  beneficial  insects  as 
Mother  Nature's  helpers  in  the  battle 
against  sugarcane  borers.  For  example, 
ants  were  recognized  as  one  of  the 
farmer's  best  friends  in  this  regard. 
Several  insecticides,  which  were  very 
toxic  to  sugarcane  borers,  were  found  to 
be  so  harmful  to  ants  also  that  their  use 
in  sugarcane  fields  caused  un- 
precedented resurgences  in  borer 
populations.  Therefore,  such  insecticides 
are  not  recommended  for  borer  control. 
For  these  reasons,  a  new  and  more 
environmentally  safe  insecticide, 
azinphos-methyl  (Guthion),  was  labeled 
and  recommended  by  state  en- 
tomologists to  Louisiana  cane  growers 
in  1964.  Also,  for  the  first  time  it  was 
recommended  that  fields  be  scouted 
weekly  and  treated  only  when  borer  in- 
festations exceeded  an  economic 
threshold  level.  This  further  reduced  the 
use  of  insecticide  on  Louisiana  sugar- 
cane to  the  point  that  nowadays  some 
fields  are  not  treated  at  all  in  a  typical 
year;  many  may  be  treated  once  or 
twice,  and  a  very  few  3  or  4  times. 

This  control  program,  developed  in 
Louisiana  for  Louisiana  cane  farmers,  is 
one  of  the  earliest  integrated  pest 
management  (IPM)  programs,  incor- 
porating the  principle  of  minimum  use 
of  synthetic  organic  insecticides,  to  be 
developed  and  widely  used  anywhere  in 
the  world.  It  required  careful  scouting 
and  insecticide  use,  only  when  and 
where  necessary,  long  before  this  ap- 
proach to  insecticide  use  became  popular 
with  other  crops  or  in  other  places.  It 
permits  full  advantage  to  be  taken  of  all 
natural  control  factors  such  as  weather, 
beneficial  insects,  diseases,  and  plant 
resistance  before  insecticide  is  used  as 
a  last  resort. 

The  application  of  insecticides  on 
Louisiana  sugarcane  is  now  supervised 


by  ag  consultants  who  scout  weekly 
from  80  to  90  percent  of  all  the  acres  of 
sugarcane  in  the  State.  The  majority  of 
these  consultants  have  PhD  degrees  in 
entomology  or  other  agricultural 
disciplines  and  have  many  years  of  ex- 
perience in  this  work.  All  of  them  are 
college  graduates  who  are  certified  by 
the  Louisiana  Department  of  Agri- 
culture to  engage  in  this  work  on  the 
basis  of  written  examination,  years  of 
experience,  and  recommendations  from 
satisfied  farmer  customers.  These  con- 
sultants are  independents  who  have  no 
interest  in  the  sale  of  any  products  and 
whose  main  objective  is  to  help  their 
clients  achieve  maximum  economically 
feasible  crop  yields  at  minimum  costs. 
Therefore,  it  is  highly  inaccurate  and 
misleading  for  anyone  to  suggest  that 
cane  farmers  are  engaging  in  the 
"cavalier  use  of  pesticide  poison." 

Azinphos-methyl  provided  outstand- 
ing sugarcane  borer  control  in  Louisiana 
for  27  years.  Its  label  for  use  on  sugar- 
cane was  suspended  August  19, 1991  in 
response  to  public  concern  over  fish  kills 
and  possible  adverse  effects  on  human 
health.  It  is  still  officially  labeled  and 
commonly  used  on  cotton,  peaches, 
plums,  citrus  fruits,  grapes,  strawber- 
ries, other  fruits,  cucumbers,  peppers, 
tomatoes,  other  vegetables,  melons,  and 
ornamental  nursery  plants. 

Another  very  useful  insecticide, 
monocrotophos  (Azodrin),  provided 
relatively  cheap  and  highly  effective 
sugarcane  borer  control  in  the  U.S.  for 
more  than  10  years.  Its  label  was 
cancelled  after  the  1989  growing  season 
due  to  public  concern  over  local  in- 
cidents of  bird  mortality  which 
sometimes  occurred  following  its  use. 
The  great  majority  of  these  incidents  in- 
volved  red-winged   blackbirds,   which 

(Continued  on  page  33) 
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often  roost  in  cane  fields  and  are  a  ma- 
jor pest  of  grain  crops  in  much  of  the 
U.S.  However,  no  fish  kills  ever  resulted 
from  the  use  of  Azodrin,  which  is 
relatively  non-toxic  to  fish. 

We  are  now  left  with  a  single  labeled 
and  state  recommended  insecticide, 
Asana,  for  dealing  with  the  sugarcane 
borer.  While  it  is  good  to  have 
something  which  can  be  used  when 
needed,  this  chemical  alone  has  certain 
weaknesses  and  potentially  undesirable 
side  effects.  The  same  can  be  said  for 
most  pharmaceutical  drugs  used  to  treat 
human  illnesses.  Nevertheless,  there  is 
no  record  of  any  human  fatality  or  per- 
manently impaired  human  health 
resulting  from  the  proper  use  of  any  of 
the  above  mentioned  pesticides. 

The  EPA  registration  system,  which 


regulates  the  pesticides  that  can  be 
marketed  and  sets  the  legal  limits  or 
tolerances  for  residues  in  crops,  requires 
extensive,  rigorous  testing  prior  to  sales. 
This  registration  system  also  requires 
that  detailed  instructions  appear  on 
every  pesticide  label  regarding  direc- 
tions for  use  and  precautions  which 
should  be  observed.  These  regulations  in 
place  today  provide  a  much  wider 
margin  of  safety  than  did  those  of  40,  20, 
or  even  10  years  ago.  Furthermore,  all 
pesticides  registered  prior  to  1984  must 
now  be  reregistered  which  is  requiring 
substantial  amounts  of  additional 
testing. 

In  short,  because  of  all  the  laws 
presently  regulating  pesticide  sales  and 
use,   U.S.    citizens   enjoy   one   of  the 

(Continued  on  page  34) 
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world's  safest  and  highest  quality  food 
supplied  while  being  protected  from 
almost  any  possible  adverse  effects  of 
pesticide  use.  We  should  wish  that  we 
were  as  well  protected  from  all  other 
risk  factors  as  we  are  from  pesticides. 

No  recognized  group  of  toxicologists 
or  medical  experts  claims  that  pesticide 
residues  in  food  crops  or  in  the  environ- 
ment of  this  country  are  posing  signifi- 
cant health  risks  to  humans,  young  or 
old,  and  none  advocate  a  zero-risk  policy. 
Unfortunately,  there  are  some  in- 
dividuals and  groups  whose  goal  is  not 
safe  regulation,  but  the  elimination  of 
all  pesticides  from  agriculture. 

A  writer  of  a  recent  letter  to  the 
editor  of  a  local  newspaper  stated  that 
sugarcane  insecticides  are  going  into 
our  drinking  water  and  asked  the  ques- 
tion, "how  many  people  will  die  from 
pesticide  poisoning?"  In  answering 
questions  like  this,  it  is  sometimes 
helpful  to  look  at  the  past.  There  is  no 
known  record  of  human  mortality 
resulting  from  insecticide  contamina- 
tion of  public  drinking  water  in  south 
Louisiana  during  all  the  years  that  in- 
secticides have  been  used  here. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  peri- 
odically samples  water  from  all  water 
treatment  plants  and  has  not  reported 
pesticide  contamination  of  such  water. 
Furthermore,  the  treatment  processes 
involving  the  retention  of  water  in 
holding  ponds  before  filtering,  and  the 
addition  of  powdered,  activated  charcoal 
and  lime  to  the  water  all  tend  to  pro- 
mote the  breakdown  or  elimination  of 
any  of  these  insecticides  which  might  be 
present. 

The  writer  of  another  recent  letter 
to  the  editor  expressed  a  loving  mother's 
concern  about  a  "terrible  outbreak  or 
some  sort  of  skin  rash"  experienced  by 
her  son  who  had  walked  in  tall  grass 


behind  their  house.  Since  their  house  is 
several  hundred  feet  from  a  sugarcane 
field  and  fields  had  recently  been 
sprayed  in  their  area,  she  apparently 
concluded  that  pesticides  were  the  most 
probable  culprit,  and  that  "efforts  to 
combat  insects  .  .  .  will  cost  innocent 
children  and  adults  their  health."  Her 
son  no  longer  suffers  from  the  rash,  but 
she  still  wonders  "what  toxins  could  be 
lingering?" 

There  are  a  number  of  noxious 
plants  and  insects  capable  of  causing 
skin  rashing  in  most  people.  Some  peo- 
ple are  peculiarly  allergic  to  certain 
plants,  pollen,  insects,  etc.  Few  people 
would  advocate  exterminating  the 
honey  bee,  even  if  it  were  possible, 
because  of  the  extreme  sensitivity  of  a 
few  to  its  sting.  By  the  same  token,  no 
reasonable  and  informed  person  would 
advocate  doing  away  with  pesticides  in 
our  society. 

However,  this  mother  voices  a  sen- 
timent which  must  be  heeded  by  all 
when  she  says  the  residents  want  "more 
consideration  where  crop  dusting  and 
burning  are  in  close  proximity  to  our 
homes."  There  may  be  virtue  in  modi- 
fying some  Directions  For  Use  on  cer- 
tain pesticide  labels.  Perhaps  reasonable 
buffer  zones  between  treated  fields  and 
human  residences  should  be  spelled  out. 
Rules  and  regulations  should  be  rigidly 
enforced  and  penalties  for  violations 
should  be  certain  and  proportional  to 
their  seriousness.  However,  banning  the 
use  of  pesticides,  which  are  useful  to 
agriculture  and  which  have  long  records 
of  safe  and  effective  use,  is  not  in  the 
best  interest  of  our  society. 

Regarding  fish  kills  from  azinphos- 
methyl,  the  chemical  certainly  is  toxic 
to  fish  and  will  kill  several  species  at 
concentrations  as  low  as  5-10  parts  per 

(Continued  on  page  35) 
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billion.  There  is  no  doubt  that  it  could 
have  caused  some  fish  kills  and  con- 
tributed to  others  during  this  year  of  in- 
tensive insecticide  use  and  usually 
heavy  rainfall.  Numerous  fish  kills  from 
natural  causes  also  occur  annually. 
However,  in  spite  of  all  of  this,  the  out- 
doors writer  for  the  Houma  Daily 
Courier  reported  that,  as  of  August  1, 
1991,  he  couldn't  remember  a  time  in 
the  last  10  years  when  freshwater 
fishing  during  the  dog  days  of  summer 
had  been  so  good.. 

A  question  which  has  not  been  ade- 
quately aired  by  the  news  media  is: 
What  impact  would  the  complete  pro- 
hibition of  insecticide  use  on  sugarcane 
have  had  on  south  Louisiana  in  1991? 
It  is  my  professional  opinion  that  the 
result  might  have  amounted  to  an 
overall  loss  of  20%  or  more  of  the  state's 
sugar  production,  with  local  losses  on 
some  individual  farms  running  as  high 
as  50%  or  more.  Anyone  who  doubts  the 
validity  of  these  estimates  should  visit 
Gold  Mine  Plantation  at  Edgard,  LA  to 
see  the  destruction  caused  by  the  sugar- 
cane borer  in  untreated  check  plots  of  a 
field  experiment  conducted  there  this 
summer  by  the  LSU  Department  of  En- 
tomology. The  news  media  could  per- 
form a  valuable  public  service  by  show- 
ing pictures  of  these  plots  on  the  TV 
evening  news  and  on  the  front  pages  of 
all  south-central  Louisiana  newspapers. 

Since  1985,  except  for  the  year  of  the 
freeze-damaged  crop  (1990),  Louisiana 
has  produced  annually  an  average  5,682 
pounds  of  sugar  per  acre  on  more  than 
270,000  acres  of  sugarcane  harvested  for 
sugar.  At  the  domestic  price  of  approx- 
imately 21  cents  per  pound,  this  sugar 
has  an  annual  value  to  farmers  and  pro- 
cessors of  more  than  322  million  dollars. 
This  amount  of  money,  after  passing 


from  hand  to  hand  several  times, 
represents  a  total  value  to  our  south- 
central  Louisiana  economy  of  well  over 
one  billion  dollars.  We  have  all  felt  the 
impact  for  several  years  now  of  the  crash 
in  oil  prices.  We  do  not  need  to  suffer  the 
further  undermining  of  another  founda- 
tion pillar  of  our  local  economy. 

Cane  growers  pay  approximately 
40%  of  the  market  value  of  their  sugar 
to  processors  for  milling  their  cane.  The 
large  majority  of  sugarcane  growers  are 
tenants  who  pay  another  20%  of  their 
"after  milling  crop  proceeds"  for  use  of 
the  land.  After  all  is  said  and  done,  their 
breakeven  price  for  raw  sugar  depends 
heavily  on  their  ability  to  produce.  An 
overall  20%  loss  in  sugar  production  on 
the  farm  would  put  the  breakeven  price 
of  sugar  for  most  farmers  well  above  its 
present  market  value.  The  economic  ef- 
fects on  the  industry  and  on  the  majori- 
ty of  us  living  in  this  area  would  range 
from  very  serious  to  disastrous. 

Referring  to  the  current  crop  of  food 
safety  and  pesticide  critics,  a  member  of 
the  U.S.  Congress  was  recently  quoted 
as  saying:  "There's  no  way  to  satisfy 
those  who  don't  want  to  be  satisfied." 

Because  of  the  increasing  clamor 
from  anti-pesticide  groups  and  in- 
dividuals, a  magazine  editor  recently 
wrote:  "Everyone  who's  in  favor  of 
eating  for  the  next  decade  better  push 
for  congressional  candidates  from  here 
on  out  with  a  working  knowledge  of 
what  it  takes  to  get  a  crop  from  a 
package  of  seeds  to  the  dinner  table." 

All  residents  of  the  cane  growing 
area  of  south  Louisiana  should  serious- 
ly consider  the  messages  contained  in 
the  above  quotations.  They  are  very 
much  related  to  our  present  situation 
with  insect  control  in  Louisiana 
sugarcane. 
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Best  Values  in  New  Equipment 


After  three  years, 
nothing  matches  the 
MAGNUM  warranty. 


5 '5 


Five  years  or  5,000  hours.  That's 
the  coverage  you  get— at  no  extra 
charge— on  every  new  MAGNUM" 
tractor.  In  fact,  it's  the  same 
warranty*  that  covers  every 
MAGNUM  tractor  ever  built. 

And,  while  the  competition 
offers  an  occasional  free  warranty. 


they  haven't  put  it  on  every 
tractor.  Besides,  only  MAGNUM's 
5 -year/5000- hour  warranty  can  be 
fully  transferred  without  a  fee. 
That  gives  the  MAGNUM  tractor's 
already  high  resale  value  another 
boost.  And  it  gives  you  another 
good  reason  to  buy. 


See  us  today  about  an  on-farm 
demonstration.  Once  you  work 
one,  you'll  understand  why 
MAGNUM  means  more  than  ever. 


KxcludinR  tires,  which  are  covi-ted  by  Iheir 
own  manufacturers'  warranties  A  S20C)  deOuctible 
applies  to  each  repair  after  the  first  year. 


See  These  Case  IH  Dealers 


Switzer  Sales  and  Service 

Jeanerette,  LA 
(318)276-6384 


Gremillion's,  Inc. 

New  Roads,  LA 
(504)  638-6347 


Baton  Rouge,  LA 
(504)  357-6453 


Lemann's  Farm  Supply  Inc. 

Thibodaux,  LA 
(504)  447-3776 


Lanier  Int'l.  Inc. 

Abbeville,  LA 
(318)  893-1988 

Donaldsonville,  LA 
(504)  473-7927 
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UP  FRONT 
WITH  THE  LEAGUE 

By  P.  J.  deGravelles,  Jr, 

There's  an  old  saying  that  "History  Repeats  Itself."  On  November 
3,  1966,  the  Louisiana  sugar  industry  was  struck  by  a  freeze  that  dropped 
the  temperature  as  low  as  23  degrees  Fahrenheit.  The  following  three 
articles  from  The  Sugar  Bulletin,  written  by  Lloyd  Lauden  who  was  the 
League  Agronomist,  tells  the  story  of  what  happened.  It  is  interesting  that 
his  advise  to  growers  that  following  a  freeze  it  is  critical  to  deliver  clean, 
fresh  sugarcane  is  just  as  important  today,  following  the  freezes  on  the 
mornings  of  November  4,  5,  &  9,  1991,  as  it  was  25  years  ago. 

IN  THE  FIELD  WITH  LLOYD  LAUDEN 

by  Lloyd  L.  Lauden  -- 


The  November  3,  1966  Freeze  (November  15,  1966  Issue) 


The  harvest  of  this  crop  was  pro- 
gressing at  a  good  rate  and  most 
growers  were  optimistic  about  the  final 
outcome.  Yields  of  cane  per  acre  as  well 
as  sucrose  and  purity  were  better  than 
most  people  expected.  Predictions  of  the 
final  outcome  of  this  crop  had  been  in- 
creased. The  outlook  for  another  bumper 
sugar  year  was  bright  and  everything 
was  going  well  until  November  3  when 
most  of  the  belt  was  struck  by  a  rather 
hard  unprecedented  freeze.  The  lowest 
temperature  reported  was  23  °F.  The 
temperature  was  not  only  low  but  the 
temperature  remained  below  freezing  in 
many  places  from  7  to  9  hours. 

A  survey  of  the  crop  shows  that  most 
of  the  belt  has  been  hit  by  this  freeze. 
The  amount  of  damage  varies  from  two 
to  four  inches  of  internal  cell  rupture  of 
the  tops  to  internal  cell  rupture  near  the 
ground  in  the  worse  affected  areas.  Most 
areas  show  between  10  and  18  inches  of 
internal  cell  rupture  in  the  tops  of  cane. 

At  this  writing,  November  14,  all 
mills  are  still  operating  with  little  dif- 
ficulty. Only  an  occasional  sample  show 


a  somewhat  high  acidity  but  when 
traced,  evidence  proves  this  is  a  result 
of  stale  cane. 

Everyone  in  the  industry  realizes 
that  this  freeze  will  cause  the  loss  of  the 
normal  rise  in  sucrose  in  cane  during 
the  crop.  Increase  in  quality,  if  any,  will 
be  very  small  in  frozen  cane.  This  is  a 
sure  loss.  What  the  future  will  hold  will 
depend  upon  weather  and  the  manner 
growers  handle  the  damaged  cane. 

Very  little  can  be  done  about  the 
weather,  but  additional  freezes  and  hot 
rainy  weather  can  do  much  to  hurt  the 
growers'  best  efforts. 

Growers  can  minimize  losses  and 
help  prevent  the  closing  of  mills  by  do- 
ing several  helpful  things.  The  first  and 
important  thing  to  do  is  to  survey  the 
farm  to  decide  which  cane  is  worse 
damaged.  The  only  sure  way  to  deter- 
mine the  extent  of  damage  is  by  split- 
ting stalks  lengthwise  from  bottom  to 
top.  Where  cells  are  damaged  by  rup- 
ture, the  internal  tissues  are  water 
soaked  and  will  soon  become  discolored. 
(Continued  on  page  21) 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE  WITH  DON  WALLACE 


USDA  ISSUES  FINAL  RULE 
ON  SUGAR  MARKETING 

ASSESSMENTS 

After  a  lengthy  wait,  on  October  29, 
1991,  USDA  officials  published  the  final 
ruling  on  sugar  marketing  assessments. 
The  interim  rule,  issued  June  19, 1991, 
provoked  a  response  from  the  American 
Sugar  Cane  League  as  well  as  numerous 
comments  from  the  entire  sugar  in- 
dustry resulting  in  favorable  changes 
which  are  now  a  permanent  part  of  the 
final  rule.  The  rule  outlines  the  regula- 
tions necessary  for  the  collection  of  the 
nonrefundable  marketing  assessments 
imposed  on  sugar  processed  from  sugar 
cane  and  sugar  beets  domestically  pro- 
duced during  the  1991  through  1995 
crop  years. 

Contrary  to  the  interim  rule,  the 
CCC  has  amended  the  regulations  so 
that  the  first  MARKETING  of  raw  cane 
sugar  or  beet  sugar  will  trigger  the 
marketing  assessment.  In  the  prior  ver- 
sion, the  assessment  was  levied  on  the 
PRODUCTION  of  the  raw  cane  or  beet 
sugar.  CCC  has  defined  marketing  as 
"including  all  dispositions  of  sugar  by 
a  first  processor  of  sugarcane  or  sugar 
beets." 

The  assessment  will  remain  on  a 
MONTHLY  remittance  schedule.  For 
those  not  complying  with  the  regula- 
tions, a  civil  penalty  will  be  imposed. 
Originally,  the  penalty  was  to  be  100 
percent  of  the  loan  rate;  however,  after 
reviewing  the  industry's  comments,  the 
USDA  has  agreed  that  this  penalty 
might  be  excessive  in  certain  cases  (such 
as  omissions,  clerical  errors)  and  has 
ruled  that  the  penalty  should  be  based 
upon  the  circumstances  of  the  violation. 

All  first  processors  of  sugarcane  and 
sugar  beets  are  responsible  to  remit  the 
marketing  assessments.  In  addition,  it 
will  be  the  processors'  responsibility  to 
maintain    proper    documentation    to 


distinguish  their  processing  of  domestic 
sugar  if  they  also  process  imported 
sugar  and  to  distinguish  their  market- 
ing, after  July  1,  1991,  of  sugar  pro- 
cessed prior  to  the  1991  crop  year. 

The  marketing  assessments  shall  be 
due  and  payable  to  the  CCC  by  the  last 
day  of  the  month  following  the  month 
in  which  the  raw  cane  sugar  or  beet 
sugar  was  marketed. 

POSTPONEMENT  IN  SUGAR 
REPORTING  REQUIREMENTS 

According  to  a  USDA  official,  a 
notice  will  be  published  in  the  Federal 
Register  stating  that  the  filing  of  the 
CCC  832  Sugar  Production  and  Distri- 
bution Report  will  be  postponed  since  a 
final  rule  on  the  reporting  requirements 
has  not  yet  been  established  and,  as  of 
the  writing  of  this  article,  November  13, 
the  deadline  for  reporting  is  fast  ap- 
proaching. Ordinarily,  the  interim  rule 
would  apply  in  the  absence  of  a  final 
rule,  but  in  this  instance,  according  to 
the  official,  since  there  will  be  some 
slight  changes  in  the  reporting  re- 
quirements the  USDA  has  decided  to 
allow  the  reporting  to  be  postponed  un- 
til the  final  ruling  is  released.  In  an  ex- 
change with  the  Washington  Represent- 
atives, the  USDA  official  said  that  it  ap- 
pears that  the  target  date  for  reporting 
will  be  December  31,  1991,  and  will 
cover  the  months  of  both  October  and 
November.  The  Washington  office  will 
keep  League  members  posted  on  current 
developments. 

U.S.  CONCESSIONS  INCREASE 

CHANCES  OF  GATT  AGREEMENT; 

MADIGAN  CALLS  FOR 

COMMODITY  GROUP  BRIEFING 

President  Bush  softened  the  U.S.  in- 
sistence on  its  stance  of  reductions  over  10 
years  of  90  percent  in  export  subsidies  and 
(Continued  on  page  11) 
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A  WASHINGTON  TRIBUTE  TO 
MIKE  GRAUGNARD 


The  sugar  industry  lost  one  of  its 
most  active  and  cherished  members  on 
October  14,  1991,  when  our  good  friend 
Mike  Graugnard  died  of  a  cerebral 
hemorrhage  at  the  age  of  47. 

The  news  came  as  a  shock  to  all  of 
us  here  in  Washington  who  knew  him 
as  a  bright,  articulate,  vital  man  who 
almost  always  sported  a  bow  tie  and  a 
colorful  Louisiana  anecdote.  Without  a 
doubt,  Mike's  unique  character  won  all 
of  our  hearts.  Moreover,  beyond  admir- 
ing him,  we  were  fascinated  by  his  abili- 
ty to  integrate  his  special  personality 
with  the  professional  facets  of  his  life. 
Senator  Bennett  Johnston  of  Louisiana 
addresses  this  talent  with  the  statement 
that  "Mike's  passing  will  leave  a 
tremendous  void  for  all  of  us  who  came 
to  know  and  respect  him  during  his  un- 
tiring work  here  in  Washington  on 
behalf  of  sugar. 

We  all  came  to  rely  on  Mike,  not  on- 
ly for  his  extensive  knowledge  about  the 
sugar  industry,  but  also  for  his  natural 
political  acumen.  And  we  all  came  to  ap- 
preciate his  great  sense  of  humor,  which 
never  ceased  to  break  the  tension  and 
put  things  in  perspective  at  important 
moments. 

Mike  Graugnard  was  an  excep- 
tionally talented,  intelligent,  articulate 
professional  who  brought  his  joy  of  life 
to  every  task  he  undertook.  With  his 
death,  the  sugar  industry  has  lost  one 
of  its  great  champions.  Those  of  us  who 
came  to  know  and  admire  Mike  so  much 
have  lost  a  true  and  cherished  friend." 

Mike  demonstrated  his  love  for  his 
family's  heritage  and  his  state's  sugar 
industry  by  his  activist  role  in  Louisiana 
sugar  politics.  That  role  is  noted  by 
Senator  John  Breaux  of  Louisiana: 
"There  are  always  those  individuals 
within  an  industry  whose  views  and  ac- 
tions are  highly  respected  and  supported 


because  they  are  well-reasoned  and  in 
the  industry's  best  interest.  These  in- 
dividuals also  have  a  deep  concern  for 
and  commitment  to  their  industry.  They 
rise  to  its  leadership  positions.  They  set 
a  standard  for  all  of  us  through  their  in- 
sights and  dedication  and  we  are  all 
better  off  for  their  leadership.  Mike 
Graugnard  was  one  of  those  individuals. 
He  did  so  much  for  Louisiana's  sugar  in- 
dustry through  his  leadership  and  he 
will  be  missed  by  all  of  us." 

In  his  professional  life,  Mike  left  an 
indelible  impression  on  everyone  who 
had  the  pleasure  of  interacting  with  him 
on  issues  affecting  the  sugar  industry. 
Representative  Jerry  Huckaby  of  Lou- 
isiana, Chairman  of  the  Cotton,  Rice, 
and  Sugar  Subcommittee,  echoes  my 
sentiments  in  saying  that  "Mike  was  a 
valuable  asset  to  the  Louisiana  sugar  in- 
dustry and  will  be  sorely  missed.  His  in- 
sight, unique  character,  and  gracious 
manner  made  him  an  effective  spokes- 
man for  the  Louisiana  industry  on  the 
national  level." 

Representative  Bill  Emerson  of  Mis- 
souri reiterates  for  me  what  I  am  certain 
all  of  us  experienced  in  learning  of 
Mike's  death.  "I  am  shocked  and  deep- 
ly saddened  by  the  tremendous  loss  that 
I  feel  by  the  passing  of  my  good  friend, 
Mike.  I  have  had  the  opportunity  to 
develop  a  warm  relationship  with  Mike. 

I  will  miss  his  wit  and  charm  and  his 
special  sense  of  humor.  Mike  left  a 
warm  and  lasting  impression  on  all 
those  he  came  in  contact  with.  My  most 
heartfelt  feelings  of  sympathy  go  out  to 
Mike's  devoted  wife  George  Ann  and  his 
wonderful  family." 

Mike  was  a  gentleman  and  a 
scholar.  He  brought  a  special  spirit  to 
our  community,  and  he  will  be  missed. 
In  the  words  of  Congressman  Emerson, 
"we  have  lost  a  truly  wonderful  friend." 
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When  you  need  credit,  you  want  to  do  business  with  some- 
one who  knows  farming  as  well  as  finance.  That's  where  First 
South  fits  in,  arranging  payback  schedules  on  one-  to  ten- 
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FARM  NOTES  By  Dr.  Charley  Richard 

PLENTY  EARLY  PROBLEMS  WITH  THIS  CROP  AND  NOW 
AN  EARLY  FREEZE  CAUSES  ADDITIONAL  SEVERE  DAMAGE 

On  November  4  and  5,  27  and  26  degrees,  respectively  were  recorded  in  the 
Bunkie  area  (Alexandria)  with  8  consecutive  hours  below  freezing  on  each  day. 
On  November  9,  10  and  11  freezing  temperatures  again  affected  the  1991  crop 
of  sugarcane  in  Louisiana  across  the  entire  sugarcane  belt.  This  crop,  with  great 
potential  in  the  very  early  spring,  has  endured  a  lot  of  problems.  This  unusually 
early  and  severe  freeze  coupled  with  excessive  rainfall  throughout  the  spring  and 
summer  months,  drought  conditions  during  the  late  summer,  an  unusually  high 
level  of  sugarcane  borer  infestation,  plenty  smut  and  various  leaf  diseases  as  a 
result  of  the  mild  winter  and  wet  season,  no  or  little  cultivation  because  of  the 
rain,  leached  nitrogen,  and  late  applications  of  fertilizer  have  all  played  havoc 
with  the  1991  crop.  The  following  minimum  temperatures  and  the  number  of  hoxirs 
at  or  below  freezing  were  recorded  at  these  stations  in  or  near  the  cane  belt: 

Station  11/9  11/10  11/11 


Alexandria 

24°-14  hrs. 

25^-10  hrs. 

32°-2  hrs. 

Baton  Rouge 

27°-14  hrs. 

27°-  4  hrs. 

31°-3  hrs. 

Paincourtville 

27°-12  hrs. 

29°-  7  hrs. 

33° 

Houma 

29°-  6  hrs. 

30°-  6  hrs. 

32°-2  hrs. 

Crowley 

26°-13  hrs. 

29°  7  hrs. 

35° 

The  crop  situation  is  now  extremely  critical  but  growers  and  processors  should 
not  panic.  On  the  bad  side,  virturally  all  terminal  buds  in  the  state  have  been 
killed  and  there  is  some  extensive  damage  in  some  areas  as  a  result  of  the  freez- 
ing temperatures.  On  the  good  side,  some  of  the  varieties  being  grown  possess  good 
resistance  to  deterioration  following  freezing  temperatures.  If  growers  and  pro- 
cessors work  together  and  if  temperatures  do  not  get  too  high  or  too  cold  for  the 
next  few  weeks,  it  is  felt  that  this  crop  may  be  saved  while  minimizing  the  losses 
that  will  be  experienced.  The  articles  appearing  on  page  4  of  this  bulletin  by  Mr. 
Lloyd  Lauden  reprinted  from  1966  shows  that  the  industry  was  able  to  complete 
the  crop  that  year  even  though  they  experienced  an  earlier  freeze  than  seen  in 
1991,  a  harder  freeze  than  the  temperatures  shown  above,  and  the  varieties  at 
that  time  were  generally  not  as  good  in  resistance  to  deterioration  as  CP  65-357 
and  CP  70-321.  There  is  much  encouragement  from  this  and  other  articles  concern- 
ing harvesting  cane  following  freezing  weather.  However,  growers  and  processors 
Mf/iST  follow  the  suggestions  and  recommendations  that  have  been  outlined  and 
they  must,  when  the  time  is  right,  lower  the  topper  blades  on  the  harvester  to 
remove  the  damaged  portion  of  the  cane.  This  will  reduce  yields  but  will  allow 
the  factories  to  continue  to  process  the  damaged  cane.  Communication  between 
growers  and  their  factory  representatives  will  be  more  important  than  ever. 

The  following  are   some  thoughts  from  League  Agronomists  and  others 

(Continued  on  page  14) 
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The  Baton  Rouge  Line 

By  Tom  and  Linda  Spradley 


Now  that  the  election  is  behind  us, 
a  brief  analysis  is  in  order. 

First,  let  us  address  the  Duke 
"phenomenon".  What  does  his  showing 
in  this  race  mean?  Basically,  it  means 
that  David  Duke  cannot  be  elected 
statewide  in  Louisiana.  But  it  also 
illustrates  the  frustration  and  anger 
that  exist  among  a  large  segment  of  the 
population.  These  people  are  looking  for 
a  solution  to  their  problems,  those  pri- 
marily being  economic  in  nature.  We 
need  to  recognize  the  seriousness  of 
these  problems,  and  work  to  resolve 
them  in  a  rational  and  equitable 
manner. 

Perhaps  the  solution  lies  in  a  reform 
of  the  fiscal  structure  of  the  state.  This 
is  not  a  new  idea  and,  indeed,  several  of 
the  components  sought  by  the  Louisiana 
Council  for  Fiscal  Reform  have  passed 
in  the  last  few  years.  Governor  Edwards 
said  during  the  campaign  that  he  would 
call  a  Constitutional  Convention  to 
address  these  issues. 

Whatever  the  answer,  it  is  more  im- 
portant now  than  ever  that  the  legis- 
lature and  Governor  Edwards  work 
together  to  energize  the  economy,  create 
new  jobs,  and  improve  the  education 
system.  As  they  take  a  look  at  the 
specific  issues  to  be  tackled,  let  us  hope 
that  they  do  not  continue  to  place  the 
burden  on  business'  shoulders.  Business 
must  be  given  some  breathing  room  to 
grow  so  it  can,  in  turn,  create  more  jobs 
for  the  people  in  the  state. 

Approximately  one-third  of  the 
Legislature  will  be  comprised  of  new 
faces  when  the  Legislature  convenes  in 
March.  While  this  is  not  that  high  of  a 
turnover  traditionally  speaking,  when 
one  looks  at  the  turnover  since  the  last 


election,  that  rate  is  somewhat  greater. 
This  is  due  in  large  part  to  the  apparent 
mood  of  the  people  to  "throw  the  rascals 
out".  There  are  several  fine  legislators 
who  were  defeated,  it  appears,  by  this 
feeling.  Additionally,  the  frustration 
with  the  state's  lack  of  prosperity  led  to 
the  defeat  of  some  incumbents  and,  in 
some  instances,  dissatisfaction  over  the 
Legislator's  handling  of  the  abortion 
issue  was  a  factor. 

There  are  new  legislators  in  the 
sugar  parishes  and  we  strongly  urge  you 
to  meet  yours,  if  you  have  not  already 
done  so.  We  will  also  be  meeting  with 
them  prior  to  the  convening  of  the 
Legislature  but  you  can  only  help 
yourself  and  the  industry  by  getting  to 
know  some  of  the  new  people  —  and 
renewing  ties  with  those  who  have 
served  you  in  the  past. 

Please  call  us  if  you  would  like  to 
discuss  any  of  the  specific  races,  the 
outlook  for  the  next  session  and  the  new 
administration,  or  any  other  aspect  of 
the  election  and  it's  potential  impact. 
We  are  always  glad  to  hear  from  you. 


Liquid  Fertilizers 
For  Sugar  Cane 


OUACHITA 
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NEW  IBERIA,  LA.       (318)  367-8233 
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IN  THE  FACTORY 

Stephen  J.  Clarke 

Audubon  Sugar  Institute 

Louisiana  Agricultural  Experiment  Station 


DEXTRAN  AGAIN 


The  problems  caused  by  dextran  in 
cane  processing  are  a  perennial  subject 
and  its  prevention,  if  possible,  and  con- 
trol, when  necessary,  require  continuous 
vigilance  on  the  part  of  both  field  and 
factory  management.  Dextran  has  an 
impact  on  boiling  house  operations  and 
on  the  price  for  which  the  sugar  is  sold. 
A  high  dextran  level  in  sugar  can  mean 
that  that  sugar  is  sold  at  a  loss  to  the 
mill. 

One  of  the  questions  raised  is  the 
source  of  the  dextran,  the  field  or  the  fac- 
tory. The  dramatic  increase  in  dextran 
levels  last  month  at  all  mills  and  the 
subsequent  rapid  fall  is  consistent  with 
dextran  being  brought  in  from  the  field. 
If  dextran  was  being  produced  in  the 
mill  there  would  be  much  evidence  of  its 
presence  in  tanks,  etc.,  and  there  would 
be  a  fairly  steady  level  of  dextran  in  the 
sugar.  Warm  and  wet  weather  and  the 
practice  of  cutting  ahead  before  rain  is 
the  prime  reason  for  the  dextran  pro- 
blems. Of  course,  if  there  is  a  major  mill 
stoppage  with  much  cane  in  the  yard, 
there  will  be  dextran  problems. 

While  we  recognize  that  some  cir- 
cumstances, such  as  polado  treated  cane 
being  left  much  too  long  in  the  field  or 
high  borer  infestation,  could  lead  to  loss 
in  cane  quality  with  possible  dextran 
formation,  we  have  no  evidence  for  this. 
Many  samples  of  cane  were  brought  in- 
to ASI  for  measurement  of  dextran  con- 
tent by  the  monoclonal  antibody  pro- 
cedure. The  cane  samples  were  from 
various  field  trials,  including  borer  in- 


fected cane,  overlong  polado  treated 
cane  and  from  mill  storage  areas.  Only 
a  few  were  high  in  dextran  and  all  of 
these  were  old  cane  which  had  been  cut 
several  days  earlier.  So  again,  it  cannot 
be  stressed  strongly  enough  that  cane 
should  not  be  left  out  in  the  field  or  at 
transloader  stations,  especially  under 
warm  wet  conditions. 

Our  understanding  and  control  of 
this  problem  will  depend  upon  our  abili- 
ty to  analyse  dextran  in  the  incoming 
cane  and  in  the  raw  sugar  produced.  For 
raw  sugar  the  penalties  are  imposed  on 
the  basis  of  the  haze  test,  a  fairly  long 
established  procedure  but  with  ques- 
tionable reproductibility,  especially  at 
values  near  that  at  which  the  penalty 
begins  to  be  applied.  Data  reported  in 
the  1986  ICUMSA  Proceedings  were 
commented  on  as  follows  —  "The  highly 
significant  variation  between  labora- 
tories is  noteworthy,  indicating  a  large 
bias  or  systematic  difference  between 
laboratories.  This  reflects  differences  in 
equipment,  reagents  and/or  technique, 
not  random  errors."  Although  the  haze 
test  is  not  exactly  specific  for  dextran, 
from  the  refiners  point  of  view  the  quan- 
tity of  alcohol  precipitatable  polysac- 
charides, even  if  not  all  dextran,  would 
be  significant.  Other  tests  for  sugar 
have  been  developed,  for  example  the 
Roberts  procedure  but  his  is  a  complex 
procedure  and  its  validity  has  been  ques- 
tioned. At.  ASI  two  procedures  have 
been  developed,  the  ASI2  test  which  is 
(Continued  on  page  1 7) 
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WASHINGTON   UPDATE  (Continued  from  page  5) 


75  percent  in  domestic  supports  and 
border  protection.  According  to  the 
Financial  Times,  the  U.S.  proposed  that 
"export  subsidies  be  cut  by  35  percent 
over  the  next  five  years,  followed  by  a 
review  aimed  at  further  reductions  in 
the  following  five  years."  The  original 
stand  taken  by  the  EC  was  an  offer  to 
cut  its  domestic  supports  by  30  percent. 
This  major  concession  by  the  Bush  Ad- 
ministration was  hailed  as  an  advance- 
ment in  the  GATT  talks  because  "Presi- 
dent Bush  had  effectively  brought  the 
talks  into  a  ball  park  where  people  can- 
not go  on  saying  we  are  discussing 
unrealistic  figures."  The  news  from 
Geneva  has  caused  Section  22  com- 
modities to  be  extremely  concerned  that 
U.S.  agriculture  groups  who  enjoy  ade- 
quate protection  from  import  competi- 
tion are  being  "sold  out"  just  to  obtain 
an  agreement. 

While  in  Paris,  Secretary  Madigan 
requested  that  Deputy  U.S.  Trade 
Representative  J.  Katz  and  USDA 
Under  Secretary  for  International  Af- 
fairs and  Commodity  Programs  John 
Campbell  hold  a  meeting  in  D.C.  with 
representatives  from  agriculture  groups 


who  are  particularly  concerned  with 
potential  negative  repercussions  from  a 
GATT  agreement.  A  meeting  was  quick- 
ly scheduled  for  November  12  and  a 
number  of  those  attending  the  meeting 
were  there  on  behalf  of  Section  22  com- 
modities, such  as  dairy,  sugar,  peanuts 
and  cotton.  A  Washington  sugar  repre- 
sentative took  note  that  the  USDA 
officials  were  very  positive  about  the 
negotiations  coming  to  a  conclusion  in 
the  next  60  -  90  days.  For  the  first  time, 
EC  heads  of  state  are  directly  involved 
in  the  process  and,  despite  cautionings 
to  the  contrary,  an  agreement  is  "within 
grasp." 

Summarizing  the  meeting,  the  U.S. 
and  E.C.  have  agreed  on  certain  issues 
such  as  the  need  for  some  type  of  CAP 
reform,  tariffication,  minimum  market 
access,  a  form  of  safeguards  and  a 
decrease  in  export  subsidies.  The 
clincher  is  that  the  specific  details  re- 
main tenuous  at  best.  The  size  of  cuts 
has  not  been  determined,  nor  has  the 
base  year,  the  duration  of  the  changes, 
or  the  effect  of  the  size  of  changes. 
Without  requiring  the  EC  and  other 

(Continued  on  page  12) 


Cane  Tractor  Parts 


New,  Used  and  Rebuilt  Hi  Crop 
and  Row  Crop  Tractor  Parts, 
Tires,  Rebuilt  Clutches,  Crank 
Shafts,  Injector  Pumps  and 
More  Also  Any  Hard-To-Find 
Parts.  We  Buy  Farm  Equipment 
&  Salvage  Tractors. 


WANTED:  JD  &  l-H  Tractors  for  Parts. 
Any  Age  or  Condition. 


Toll  Free 
1-800-738-2263 
(318)276-3453 
(318)  276-6230 

Hwy.  90 
Jeanerette,  LA 


DECEMBER  1,  1991 


11 


WASHINGTON   UPDATE  (Continued  from  page  ll) 


countries  to  dismantle  import  barriers 
and  to  stop  dumping  subsidized  exports, 
the  U.S.  sugar  industry  strongly  sup- 
ports a  GATT  waiver  for  its  Section  22 
authority. 


USDA  RELEASES  CROP 
PRODUCTION  REPORT 

Production  of  sugarcane  for  sugar 
and  seed  is  forecast  at  31.0  million  tons, 
2  percent  below  the  October  1  forecast 
but  10  percent  above  last  year's  output. 
Nationally,  the  indicated  1991  total  of 
harvested  acres  is  895,200  acres,  up  13 
percent  from  1990,  according  to  the 
USDA.  The  condition  of  Louisiana 
sugarcane  deteriorated  during  October. 
Limited  tonnage  has  resulted  from 
several  weeks  of  dry  weather  and  three 
nights   of  sub-freezing   temperatures. 


Hawaii  had  sunny  skies  and  record  high 
temperatures  the  first  half  of  October. 
Then  heavy  rain  affected  Kauai  and 
Oahu  while  Maui  and  Hawaii  remained 
dry.  Maui  has  imposed  water  conserva- 
tion measures  which  has  reduced  irriga- 
tion of  sugarcane,  probably  impacting 
future  crops.  In  Florida,  all  mills  are 
open  and  actively  processing  cane.  In 
the  Rio  Grande  Valley  of  Texas,  rains 
of  3  to  7  inches  stopped  harvest  for 
several  days.  Harvest  is  about  20  per- 
cent complete. 

Sugarbeet  production  forecast  of 
28.2  million  tons  is  3  percent  above  the 
October  1  forecast  and  2  percent  greater 
than  last  year's  harvest.  The  increase 
from  a  year  ago  is  resulting  from  higher 
yields  and  increased  acreage. 

(See  chart  on  page  13) 


MODEL  8830 
FORD  TRACTOR 


ULTRA-COMMAND  POWERSHIFT 

170  PTO  HORSEPOWER 

16.9X28  R1  FRONT  TIRES 

20.8  X  38  R2  REAR  TIRES 

22V2  INCH  CROP  CLEARANCE 

WHISPER  QUIET  CAB 

3  YEAR  WARRANTY  •   NO  DEDUCTIBLE 

ASK  US  ABOUT 

LOW  INTEREST  FINANCING  FOR  60  MONTHS 

SPECIAL  FLEET  DISCOUNT 

BUY  NOW  AND  SAVE  BIG!! 
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1-800-969-0068 


M  &  L  INDUSTRIES  INC. 


1210  ST.  CHARLES  ST. 
3811  HWY.  90  EAST 
5810  AIRLINE  HWY. 


HOUMA,  LOUISIANA  70360  504/876-2280 

BROUSSARD,  LOUISIANA  70518  318/837-2763 

BATON  ROUGE,  LOUISIANA  70805        504/355-7716 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE 

(Continued  from  page  12) 

SUGARBEETS:  AREA  HARVESTED,  YIELD,  AND  PRODUCTION, 
BY  STATE  AND  UNITED  STATES,  1989-91  i 


AREA  HARVESTED 

YIELD  1 

PRODUCTION 

STATE 

IND 

IND 

IND 

1990 

1991 

1990 

1991 

1989 

1990 

1991 

1,000  ACRES 

TONS 

1,000  TONS 

CA 

167.0 

150.0 

26.1 

24.0 

4,614 

4,359 

3,600 

CO 

40.0 

40.2 

23.6 

23.4 

912 

944 

941 

ID 

186.0 

195.0 

26.0 

25.5 

4,038 

4,836 

4,973 

Ml 

157.0 

167.0 

20.8 

15.5 

2,565 

3,266 

2,589 

MN 

364.0 

361.0 

14.8 

18.0 

5,456 

5,387 

6,498 

MT 

55.1 

56.1 

22.5 

23.3 

1,033 

1,240 

1,307 

NE 

71.0 

78.2 

21.0 

20.0 

1,169 

1,491 

1,564 

ND 

193.2 

190.0 

14.4 

18.0 

2,828 

2,782 

3,420 

OH 

19.2 

20.2 

18.5 

15.0 

199 

355 

303 

OR 

16.7 

19.0 

29.2 

29.0 

391 

488 

551 

TX 

41.0 

40.5 

24.8 

24.5 

743 

1,017 

992 

WY 

63.8 

66.9 

20.5 

20.5 

1,139 

1,308 

1,371 

OTHER  2 

2.2 

2.2 

29.5 

31.4 

44 

65 

69 

U  S 

1,376.2 

1,386.3 

20.0 

20.3 

25,131 

27,538 

28,178 

1  RELATES  TO  YEAR  OF  INTENDED  HARVEST  EXCEPT  FOR  OVERWINTERED  SPRING 
PLANTED  BEETS  IN  CA. 

2  INCLUDES  NM  AND  WA.  ESTIMATES  CARRIED  FORWARD  FROM  EARLIER  FORECAST. 


SUGARCANE  FOR  SUGAR  AND  SEED:  AREA  HARVESTED,  YIELD, 
AND  PRODUCTION,  BY  STATE  AND  UNITED  STATES,  1989-91  ^ 


AREA  HARVESTED 

YIELD  1 

PRODUCTION  1 

STATE 

IND 

IND 

IND 

1990 

1991 

1990 

1991 

1989 

1990 

1991 

■.!  ' 

1,000  ACRES 

TONS 

1,000  TONJ 

3 

FL 

434.0         440.0 

35.5           34.3 

13,188       15,407 

15,092 

HI 

79.0           75.2 

85.1            83.5 

7,277         6,723 

6,279 

LA 

245.0         345.0 

20.6           25.0 

8,083         5,056 

8,625 

TX 

36.2           35.0 

26.2           29.5 

878            950 

1,033 

US 

794.2         895.2 

35.4           34.7 

29,426       28,136 

31 ,029 

1  NET  TONS. 


CROP  PRODUCTION 
NOVEMBER  1991 


AGRICULTURAL  STATISTICS  BOARD, 
MASS,  USDA 


DECEMBER  1,  1991 
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FARM  NOTES 


concerning  what  should  be  done  to 
minimize  losses.  First  of  all,  growers 
should  constantly  be  assessing  the 
damage  in  the  remaining  fields.  As  of 
this  writing,  November  13,  about  half  of 
the  state's  crop  has  been  harvested.  By 
the  time  this  article  is  being  read  there 
should  only  be  some  30%  of  the  crop  re- 
maining. Hopefully  what  growers  have 
done  in  this  interval  is  survey  their 
fields  and  harvest  the  cane  that  had  the 
worst  damage.  Growers  should  have 
made  a  game  plan  on  which  fields  to 
harvest  first  and  then  constantly 
reevaluate  the  damage  and  make 
changes  to  the  plan.  The  severely  lodged 
fields  and  the  thin,  gappy  fields  received 
the  most  damage  with  black  land  usual- 
ly having  more  damage  than  lighter 
soils  because  they  are  often  lower  where 
the  cold  air  tends  to  settle  out.  These 


(Continued  from  page  8) 

fields  should  have  been  harvested  first. 
Growers  should  continue  to  harvest 
fields  that  have  the  most  damage  in 
them.  Damage  can  be  checked  in  the 
field  by  splitting  the  cane  stalks  and 
looking  for  darkened  tissue  or  water 
soaked  joints.  Varieties  deteriorate  in 
this  order:  CP  72-356,  CP  79-318,  and 
LCP  82-89  deteriorate  rapidly;  CP 
72-370,  CP  76-331  and  CP  74-383 
deteriorate  less  rapidly;  and  CP  65-357 
and  CP  70-321  deteriorate  the  slowest 
following  freezing  temperatures. 

It  will  be  extremely  important  to 
keep  the  shortest  possible  interval  be- 
tween cutting  and  grinding  as  possible. 
It  is  especially  important  to  hold  the  in- 
terval between  burning  and  loading  to 
a  minimum.  Controlling  fires  will  get  to 
be  very  difficult  and  all  growers  should 
(Continued  on  page  15) 


MODEL  1162-H 
FORD  COUNTY 


U-ot^^f^ 


HIGH  CLEARANCE 

6  CYLINDER  DIESEL  ENGINE 

127  HORSE  POWER 

11.00X  16  FRONT  TIRES 

20.8  X  38  R2  REAR  TIRES 

9600  LB  LIFT  CAPACITY 

DELUXE  SEAT  %  ROLL  BAR 

35  INCH  CROP  CLEARANCE 

GEAR  TYPE  DROP  HOUSINGS 

ASK  ABOUT  OUR  SPECIAL 
PRICE  ON  DEMO  UNITS 


1-800-969-0068       priced  to  sell 
M  &  L  INDUSTRIES  INC. 


1210  ST.  CHARLES  ST. 
3811  HWY.  90  EAST 
5810  AIRLINE  HWY. 


HOUMA,  LOUISIANA  70360  504/876-2280 

BROUSSARD,  LOUISIANA  70518  318/837-2763 

BATON  ROUGE,  LOUISIANA  70805        504/355-7716 
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FARM  NOTES 

have  water  tanks  and/or  single  row  off- 
bar  units  to  make  firebreaks  so  that  fire 
can  be  kept  out  of  standing  cane.  Should 
standing  cane  burn,  it  will  be  necessary 
to  harvest  it  immediately.  Depending 
upon  the  weather  conditions  between 
the  time  of  this  writing  and  when  it  is 
read,  deterioration  may  already  be  a 
serious  factor.  The  bacteria  which  will 
cause  the  cane  to  go  bad  do  not  function 
very  well  at  low  temperatures  (below  65 
degrees).  However  when  temperatures 
get  above  75  or  80  degrees  the  bacteria 
can  cause  deterioration  at  a  rapid  rate. 
When  it  is  determined  that  cane  tissue 
has  gone  bad  then  growers  should  lower 
their  topper  blades  to  cut  away  the 
damaged  portion.  This  will  reduce  cane 
tonnage  but  will  make  the  difference 
between  the  factory  being  able  to 
operate  or  not.  It  does  not  take  much 
deteriorated  cane  to  spoil  everything  in 
the  factory.  This  year  there  are  many 
bull  shoots  or  water  suckers  present  in 
the  fields.  These  shorter  stalks  also  have 
dead  terminal  buds  and  damaged  stalk 
tissue  especially  since  they  are  lower  in 
sugar  content  and  freeze  easier  than 
normal  stalks.  Some  of  these  stalks  will 
make  their  way  to  the  heap  especially 
on  the  bust  in  rows  cut  by  the  two  row 
harvester.  This  means  that  factories  will 
already  be  receiving  some  damaged 
material  and  it  is  extremely  important 
that  growers  try  to  eliminate  as  much 
other  damaged  cane  as  possible. 

Because  cane  tops  are  frozen  there 
is  no  more  canopy  over  the  fields.  This 
canopy  would  normally  trap  some  warm 
air  from  the  soil  and  help  keep  out  the 
colder  temperatures.  Without  it  the  next 
freeze  that  occurs  can  cause  more 
damage  than  normal.  Stalk  damage  can 
be  greater  with  each  successive  freeze. 
However,  growers  should  be  reminded 
that  stalk  deterioration  does  not  normal- 


(Continued  from  page  14) 

ly  travel  down  the  stalk  unless  there  is 
some  mechanism  to  move  it  downward 
such  as  a  borer  tunnel  or  damaged 
nodes.  Once  cane  stalks  are  damaged 
that  is  as  far  as  it  normally  is  going  to 
travel.  Therefore,  there  is  no  need  to  cut 
cane  early  and  lay  it  down  way  ahead 
of  hauling  in  order  to  stop  the  deteriora- 
tion from  traveling  downward. 

Many  growers  try  to  plow  out  stub- 
ble during  the  grinding  season.  With  the 
flat  rows  that  were  seen  throughout  the 
cane  belt,  some  eyes  may  have  been  lost 
on  stubble  pieces  in  the  ground.  Because 
of  the  uncertainty  of  stubbling  ability  in 
many  fields,  growers  would  be  well  ad- 
vised to  hold  off  plowing  out  any  stub- 
ble until  next  spring  when  cane  begins 
to  emerge  and  at  that  time  a  more  ac- 
curate  management   decision  can  be 

(Continued  on  page  16) 


Rock  Solid. 
Market  Wise. 

Armed  with  the  resources  to  help  you, 
no  matter  what  the  investment  climate. 

O  Retirement,  profit  sharing 

&  pension  plans 
n  Insured  certificates  of  deposit 
n  Corporate  &  business  cash  management 
n  Tax  free  municipal  bonds 
n  Government  securities 
n  Personal  financial  planning 
n  Common  &  preferred  stock. 
n  Mutual  funds 

Andy  Schmitz,  Financial  Advisor 

201  Rue  Iberville,  Lafayette,  LA  70508 

318-233-0400  or  800-255-3125 

Prudential  Securities'^ 

Incorporated'  ''^^ 


DECEMBER  1,  1991 


15 


FARM  NOTES 


(Continued  from  page  15) 


made  with  regard  to  the  proper  fields  to 
keep  for  the  1992  season. 

By  now  growers  have  made  many 
important  management  decisions  that 
will  dictate  their  success  in  this  difficult 
year.  Before  the  completion  of  the 
season  there  will  likely  be  more  de- 
cisions that  have  to  be  made.  Common 
sense  in  combination  with  a  little 
knowledge  about  the  cane  plant  and  the 
way  it  reacts  to  freezing  temperatures 
is  usually  the  best  way  to  plan  around 
the  damage  that  has  occurred.  League 
Agronomists  have  been  evaluating  the 
situation  since  the  freezing  temper- 
atures occurred  and  continue  to  be 
available  to  you  to  help  with  some  of  the 
decisions  that  need  to  be  made  in  order 
to  complete  this  crop. 

Remember,  if  we  all  work  together 
we  can  make  the  most  out  of  a  bad  situa- 


tion. It  is  vitally  important  that  com- 
munication between  processors  and 
growers  be  at  its  best  and  by  following 
the  recommendations  that  have  been 
made  we  hopefully  will  be  able  to 
minimize  the  losses  that  growers  will 
face  this  year. 


Take  Stock  In 
America 

Buy      ^ 
U.S..  SAVINGS 
BONDS 


Landini  Tractors 
2  &  4  Wheel  Drive 
42-  145  H.P. 
Low  or  High  Clearance 


M.  J.  NAQUIN,  INC. 

A  G  POWER  &  MACHINERY 

205  ARMS  ST. 

THIBODAUX,  LOUISIANA  70301 

(504)  447-3296 


Mfg.  of  Sugar  Cane 
3-Row  Cultivators 
Dist.  of  Perkins  & 
Rolls  Royce 
Diesel  Engines 


Builders  of  quality  farm  equipment 
since  1884.  Our  tractors  are  sold  in 
Europe  and  most  major  countries  of 
the  world. 

Landini  offers  a  full  line  of 
Agricultural  Tractors  from  47  to  142 
HP  in  2  and  4  wheel  drive. 

Landini  offers  Specialty  Tractors 
with  options  to  suit  a  wide  range  of 
specialized  agricultural  needs. 

NARROW  VINEYARD;  LOW  PRO- 
FILE; HIGH  CLEARANCE;  MUDDER 
AND  AGRICULTURAL  CRAWLERS; 
are  all  available  to  the  Landini  dealer. 

With  the  world  famous  Perkins 
Engine  and  transmission  options  of 
Shuttle,  Creeper,  under  the  overdrive 
Landini  tractors  better  meet  the 
specialized  growers  needs. 
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IN  THE  FACTORY 


(Continued  from  page  10) 


fairly  long  and  enzyme  based  and  a 
monoclonal  antibody  test  which  is  rapid 
and  is  capable  of  analyzing  both  raw 
sugar  and  incoming  juice.  Other  pro- 
cedures based  on  chromatographic 
systems  are  also  available  but,  after  all 
this,  the  comments  of  the  ICUMSA 
referee  in  the  1990  proceedings  are  im- 
portant —  "The  matter  of  dextran 
measurements  in  raw  sugar  is  still  of 
particular  significance.  Work  should 
continue  to  find  a  specific  test  which 
reflects  the  refinery  performance  of  raw 
sugars,  and  which  is  suitable  for  routine 
application  in  a  wide  range  of 
laboratories." 

For  incoming  cane  two  approaches 
for  dextran  analysis  are  possible,  a  test 
on  composited  juice  from  each  supplier 
or  a  test  on  each  individual  load  of  cane. 
The  former  is  perhaps  better  for  assess- 
ment of  penalties  but  does  not  allow  for 
decision  making  on  the  run  for  the  re- 
jection of  cane.  This  approach  is  being 
used  in  a  few  mills  with  some  success. 
A  haze  type  test  for  juice,  developed  by 
Tilbury,  is  available  and  is  used  in 
several  mills.  It  involves  filtration  of 
acid  treated  juice  and  formation  of  haze 
by  addition  of  alcohol.  The  monoclonal 
antibody  test  is  simplier  and  faster  and 
can  keep  up  with  the  core  laboratory. 
The  advantage  is  the  specificity  of  the 
antibody  and  this  approach  will  pro- 
bably be  the  basis  of  improved  dextran 
tests.  .  . 

Once  dextran  is  present  in  the  fac- 
tory the  only  good  remedy  is  the  use  of 
dextranase,  an  enzyme  which  breaks  up 
the  dextran.  Unfortunately,  there  is  no 
acceptable  dextranase  which  is  commer- 
cially available.  The  dextranase 
developed  at  ASI  has  not  yet  been  ap- 
proved and  may  have  some  limitations 
on  its  use  in  process.  There  is  a  report 
from  Australia  of  an  approvable  dex- 


tranase which  is  also  stable  at  higher 
temperatures. 

One  of  the  questions  that  I  am  asked 
quite  frequently  is  the  relationship  of 
the  magnitude  of  the  penalty  to  the  ac- 
tual cost  to  the  refiners.  Clearly  there 
is  a  cost  of  processing  more  viscous 
materials  and  some  form  of  penalty  is 
not  unreasonable.  However,  it  is  dif- 
ficult to  understand  how  a  sugar  with 
2,000  ppm  dextran  (approximately  1,200 
MAU)  would  be  so  difficult  to  process 
that  it  becomes  uneconomical  for  the 
raw  sugar  producers  to  even  make  it. 
Bad  conditions  could  easily  lead  to 
penalties  of  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
dollars  over  a  few  weeks  for  a  mill.  If  the 
mill  was  to  contemplate  spending  this 
quantity  of  money  on  capital  equipment, 
this  would  be  done  after  considerable 
thought.  Yet  the  penalty  is  applied  on 
the  basis  of  a  test  which  is  questionable 
(see  the  above  comments  from  the 
ICUMSA  proceedings).  On  the  other 
hand,  this  is  a  contractual  arrangement 
between  buyer  and  seller.  There  is  also 
the  important  point  that  a  penalty  will 
encourage  improved  performance  on  the 
part  of  the  raw  sugar  producer,  and 
perhaps  the  same  approach  could  be 
used  with  cane  itself.  I  am  also  informed 
that  the  penalty  is  applied  unevenly  to 
different  raw  sugar  producers.  The  dex- 
tran situation  seems  to  become  more 
complicated  rather  than  simplier. 


CroDmate 


JEANERETTE,  LOUISIANA 

Highway  182,  West 

318/276-5051 


THIBODAUX,  LOUISIANA 

805  St.  Patrick  Highway 

504/447-4081 

NEW  ROADS,  LOUISIANA 

State  Highways  415  &  44 

Patin  Dyke  Road 

504/638-8343 
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HYDROSTATS 

EATON  -  SUNDSTRAND  -  DYNAPOWER 

REPAIRED  OR  EXCHANGED  -  WHILE  YOU  WAIT 


24 

YEARS 

EXPERIENCE 


100%  TESTED 
DON'T  PUT  IT  BACK  ON  UNTESTED 


c/iLL  1-800-725-0130 

AUTOMATION  ENGINEERING 

9941  MAMMOTH  AVENUE 
BATON  ROUGE,  LA   70814 


ATTENTION 

ALLEE,  ALLEE  &  ALLEN 

Announces  Its 

Precision  Grading  Service 
Lazerplane  Equipped 

•  Better  drainage 

•  Better  weed  control 

•  Increase  acreage 

Also  Agent  for 
Spectre  Physics 
Laser  Plane  Sale 

St.  James,  Louisiana  70086 

(504)  265-3965 


* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 


Above  position  available  at 
St.  Martin  Sugar  Cooperative, 
Inc.  in  St.  Martinville,  LA. 

Experience  in  Louisiana 
Sugar  Industry  preferred. 

Please  send  resume,  and 
salary  requirement  to: 

Personnel  Director 
St.  Martin  Sugar  Coop.  Inc. 
6092  Resweber  Hwy. 
St.  Martinville,  LA 

************* 
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(^  First  National  Bank 


ofHouma 

MEMBER  FDIC 


CROP  LOANS 

r 

EQUIPMENT  LOANS 
FARM  OWNERSHIP  LOANS 

We  at  First  National  Bank  ofHouma  in 
cooperation  with  Bank  of  Southwest 
Louisiana  are  ready  to  handle  your 
farm  borrowing  needs. 


Contact  Louis  "Spunky"  Routier 
(504)  868-1660 
1-800-259-3276 
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CLASSIFIED 

FOR  SALE:  1988  Cameco  2-row 
Harvester  John  Deere  engine,  fac- 
tory cab  and  air,  791  hours  split 
system.  Call  (318)  364-8903  day, 
(318)  365-5036  night. 


WANTED:  International  or  John 
Deere  Hi-Crop  Tractors.  Any  age! 
Any  condition!  Call  1-800-738-2263. 


FOR  SALE:  Cameco  2-row 
Harvester.  New  Engine  J  &  L  815 
with  830  front  end.  Everything  new 
on  front  end.  1989  Duetz  Front  End 
Wheel  Assist.  1300  Hours.  IVi 
years  left  on  warranty.  Call  (318) 
229-4988. 


JD  16ft,  1630  Disc  $3,500.00, 
Rayne  Plane  Land  Leveler,  41  ft. 
$3,500.  IH  274  Tractor,  32  HP, 
$3,750.00.  Call  (318)  276-3453. 
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206  E.  Bayou  Rd. 
Thibodaux,  LA  70301 

(504)  448-3707 
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UP  FRONT  WITH  THE  LEAGUE 

(Continued  from  page  4) 


Where  cells  are  not  ruptured,  the  tissues 
are  whitish  in  color. 

This  inspection  should  be  made  in- 
side the  field  not  near  the  headland  or 
on  the  ditch  bank  row.  Fields  which 
have  more  internal  tissue  damage 
should  be  harvested  first. 

C.  P.  47-193  is  hurt  worse  than  any 
other  variety.  C.P.  55-30  is  also  hurt 
badly  and  worse  than  either  C.P.  44-101 
or  C.P.  52-68.  It  would  be  wise  to  get 
both  C.P.  47-193  and  C.P.  55-30  out  of 
the  fields  as  soon  as  possible. 

Thin,  short,  and  gappy  fields  are 
hurt  worse  than  heavier  fields  in  most 
all  varieties.  If  this  type  cane  is  to  be 
harvested  at  all,  it  should  be  harvested 
immediately  and  great  care  should  be 
exercised  to  get  the  top  knife  as  low  as 
possible  during  harvest.  This  type  of 


cane  can  cause  trouble  at  the  factory 
because  it  will  "go  bad"  fast.  In  some  of 
this  type  cane  it  will  be  impossible  to  top 
off  the  damaged  area. 

The  harvester  top  knife  should  be  set 
low  when  entering  and  leaving  the  cut 
as  well  as  on  ditch  bank  rows.  These  are 
the  areas  worse  hit.  This  practice  can 
help  reduce  acidity. 

In  general,  the  back  heavy  lands  are 
hurt  worse  than  the  front  light  type 
lands.  These  areas  should  be  harvested 
first. 

Deliver  fresh  cane.  Don't  burn  far  in 
advance  of  delivery.  Burned  cane  "goes 
bad"  fast.  Don't  scrap  old  cane  around 
derricks  and  roads. 

Growers  should  not  get  the  "safe" 
feeling  because  cane  is  holding  up  well. 


(Continued  on  page  22) 
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•  24  HR.  ROAD  SERVICE 
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CERTIFIED  SERVICE 
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AND  ALIGNMENT 


CfENERAL  ELECTRIC 
AUTHORIZED  DEALER 


SUPER  TRACTION  •  SUPER  STRENQTN 
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1203  ST.  PATRICK  HWY 
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GOODYEAR  AUTO  SERVICE  CENTER 
1  -800-256-1 269        (504)  447-2696 
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If  top  knives  are  lifted  and  cane  with 
spoiled  top  joints  is  delivered,  the  juice 
from  these  joints  will  ruin  the  juice  of 
the  good  joints.  Cane  like  this  will  shut 
the  mill  down. 

Extra  special  harvesting  and 
delivery  supervision  can  do  much  to 
minimize  the  damages  of  this  freeze. 


The  Harvest  of 
Freeze-Damaged  Cane 

(December  1,  1966  Issue) 

At  the  time  of  the  writing, 
November  25,  1966,  the  harvest  of  this 
freeze  damaged  crop  is  still  progressing 
at  a  good  rate  with  little  or  no  process- 
ing problems.  There  has  been  an  occa- 
sional high  acidity  delivery  of  cane 
caused  by  either  improper  topping  or 
stale  cane,  but  in  general  growers  and 
overseers  of  factory  administration  cane 
have  done  a  good  job  on  both  topping 
and  the  delivery  of  fresh  cane.  Growers 
and  overseers  have  checked  to  deter- 
mine the  worst  damaged  cane  in  the 
field  and  this  material  was  harvested 
first.  It  is  for  these  reasons  that  mills  are 
still  grinding  and  cane  is  being  pro- 
cessed with  little  or  no  difficulty. 

It  is  almost  a  certainty  that  most 
mills  would  have  already  been  in  serious 
processing  trouble,  and  some  mills 
would  have  already  shut  down,  had  it 
not  been  for  the  team  effort  of  both 
growers  and  processors.  This  spirit  of 
teamwork  must  continue  if  all  of  this 
corp  is  to  be  saved.  It  should  be  noted 
that  although  weather  has  been  ideal  for 
harvest,  the  temperature  has  been  in 
the  low  eighties  on  several  days  since 
the  freeze.  In  spite  of  this  warm 
weather,  acidity  has  not  risen  to  any 
great  extent.  Only  one  short  rainy 
period  has  been  experienced  since  the 


freeze  and  this  caused  some  mud  dif- 
ficulty which  reduced  grinding  rates  at 
several  factories.  When  grinding  rates 
are  reduced  this  usually  brings  on  other 
troubles.  Stale  cane,  both  on  the  stack 
in  the  mill  yard  and  in  growers  fields, 
usually  develops.  During  these  periods 
growers  and  administration  overseers 
must  watch  the  situation  very  closely  in 
order  to  reduce  cutting  and  burning  as 
soon  as  difficulty  develops  at  the  factory. 
Old  cane  will  only  prolong  the  mud 
problem. 

There  are  some  reports  which  in- 
dicate cane  is  dehydrating.  Other 
reports  also  indicate  that  sucrose  in  cane 
is  going  down.  Some  of  these  reports 
may  be  correct,  but  it  is  also  a  fact  that 
growers  are  now  harvesting  mostly 
plant  cane.  At  the  time  of  the  freeze, 
sucrose  in  plant  cane,  in  general,  was 
not  as  high  as  it  was  in  the  stubble  cane. 
When  the  freeze  occurred,  all  further  in- 
crease in  sucrose  was  stopped  both  in 
stubble  cane  and  in  plant  cane  and, 
therefore,  it  is  to  be  expected  that  plant 
cane  which  is  being  harvested  now  will 
be  lower  in  sugar.  It  is  also  a  fact  that 
some  plant  cane  is  not  as  heavy  as  some 
growers  believed.  Gaps  and  poor  sucker- 
ing  is  evident  as  the  field  is  opened  dur- 
ing harvest. 

The  crop  is  now  about  65  per  cent 
harvested.  If  good  harvesting  weather 
continues,  and  if  no  further  severe  freeze 
occurs,  it  is  the  writers  opinion  that 
growers  will  continue  to  do  the  good  job 
of  harvesting  that  is  now  being  done  and 
this  crop  will  be  saved.  On  the  other 
hand,  if  some  believe  that  our  troubles 
are  over  and  if  poorly  topped  and  stale 
cane  is  delivered,  trouble  will  im- 
mediately develop.  This  situation  must 
be  watched  until  the  last  day  of  grind- 
ing.  As   growers   are   completing  the 

(Continued  on  page  23) 
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harvest  it  is  important  that  no  "clean- 
up" loads  be  delivered.  This  will  hurt 
the  factory  and  neighbors. 


1966  Crop  Coming  to  a  Close 

(December  2,  1966  Issue) 

The  crop  is  fast  coming  to  an  end. 
Several  mills  have  already  completed 
operations.  Most,  or  all,  of  these  mills 
completed  the  grinding  operation  with 
absolutely  no  clarification  problems  at 
the  end  of  the  campaign.  In  the  closing 
days  of  grinding  many  mills  were  get- 
ting in  excess  of  180  lbs.  of  sugar  per  net 
ton  and  most  growers  were  delivering 
better  than  par  cane.  This  was  done  in 
spite  of  the  unprecedented  November  3, 
1966  severe  freeze.  Many  more  mills 
will  soon  be  finishing  and  there  be  very 
little  cane  left  to  be  ground  after 
Christmas.  Only  one  mill,  Louisa,  has 
indicated  a  completion  date  after 
January  1, 1967.  Although  it  is  too  ear- 
ly to  be  sure,  many  in  the  industry,  as 
well  as  the  writer,  believe  there  will  be 
very  little,  or  no,  cane  left  standing  in 
the  field  as  a  result  of  the  freeze  after 
all  mills  close  this  season. 

Occasionally  the  writer  will  hear 
"we  were  lucky  to  save  this  one".  In  the 
writers  opinion,  luck  played  no  part  in 
the  success  of  this  harvest.  It  was  the 
work  of  the  growers.  Growers  buckled 
down  to  excellent  topping,  and  deliver- 
ing extra  fresh  cane.  This  is  what  saved 
the  crop.  It  is  also  a  positive  fact  that  dry 
weather  allowed  for  a  rapid  and  inex- 
pensive harvest.  It  is  also  a  fact  that  the 
high  temperature  on  several  days 
received  was  not  what  most  growers 
wanted,  but  the  high  temperatures 
received  made  no  differences  as  long  as 
the  deteriorated,  or  had  top  joints,  were 
left  in  the  field  and  cane  was  delivered 
in  a  fresh  state. 

It  is  the  feeling  of  many  in  the  in- 
dustry that  the  freeze,  although  very 


costly,  has  taught  the  industry  a  very 
valuable  lesson.  The  lesson  is  that  pro- 
per topping  gives  better  sucrose  and 
purity,  and  that  fresh  cane  does  pay  off. 
Both  of  these  allowed  the  mills  to  grind 
at  a  more  rapid  rate.  If  growers  had  not 
topped  properly,  and  harvested  the 
worst  damage  cane  first,  and  also 
delivered  cane  in  a  fresh  state,  much  of 
the  crop  would  have  been  lost.  The  fact 
that  mills  were  able  to  grind  and  process 
more  cane  when  cane  was  both  fresh  and 
properly  topped  reduced  the  number  of 
days  it  took  to  complete  the  crop  and  this 
minimized  the  threat  of  the  cane  going 
"bad"  as  well  as  the  threat  of  later 
freezes. 

Although  mills  would  not  ask 
growers  during  a  normal  year  to  cut 
cane  as  low  as  it  was  necessary  this 
year,  it  is  good  for  everyone  in  the  in- 
dustry to  remember  that  proper  topping 
and  fresh  cane  will  pay  off  and  will  allow 
mills  to  grind  at  a  rapid  rate. 

Everyone  in  the  industry  should  also 
remember  that,  contrary  to  wide-spread 
opinion,  deterioration  in  cane  which  has 
cell  damage  in  only  the  top  joints  will 
not  go  down  into  the  joints  which  have 
no  internal  cell  damage.  It  is  also  a  fact 
that  deterioration  in  cane  which  has  in- 
ternal cell  damage  in  most,  or  all  joints 
will  be  more  rapid  in  the  top  damaged 
joints  and  more  gradual  in  the  lower 
damaged  joints,  but  deterioration  will 
not  take  place  in  the  undamaged  lower 
parts. 

Growers  should  also  remember  that 
many  eyes  sprouted.  In  some  areas 
sprouts  were  from  one  inch  to  five  inches 
long  and  cane  did  not  deteriorate  rapid- 
ly. It  was  also  evident  that  it  is  very  dif- 
ficult to  tell  when  eyes  on  cane  are  dead 
because  many  were  pronounced  dead  on 
November  3,  1966  which  lived  to  pro- 
duce long  sprouts  from  top  to  bottom  of 
stalks. 
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Best  Values  in  New  Equipment 


After  three  years, 
nothing  matches  the 
MAGNUM  warranty. 


Five  years  or  5,000  hours.  That's 
the  coverage  you  get— at  no  extra 
charge— on  every  new  MAGNUM" 
tractor.  In  fact,  it's  the  same 
warranty*  that  covers  every 
MAGNUM  tractor  ever  built. 

And,  while  the  competition 
offers  an  occasional  free  warranty. 


they  haven't  put  it  on  every 
tractor.  Besides,  only  MAGNUM's 
5-year/5000-hour  warranty  can  be 
fully  transferred  without  a  fee. 
That  gives  the  MAGNUM  tractor's 
already  high  resale  value  another 
boost.  And  it  gives  you  another 
gCK)d  reason  to  buy. 


See  us  today  about  an  on-farm 
demonstration.  Once  you  work 
one,  you'll  understand  why 
MAGNUM  means  more  than  ever. 


•Kxcludinj!  Iircs,  which  are  covi-red  by  their 
own  manufiiclurers'  warranties  A  $20()  deductible 
applies  to  each  repair  alter  the  first  year. 
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UP  FRONT 
WITH  THE  LEAGUE 

By  P.  J.  deGravelles,  Jr, 

The  following  guest  editorial  was  a  talk  delivered  by  Brian  Aanstad, 
Chairman,  North  Dakota  Barley  Council,  at  the  North  Dakota  Grain 
Growers  Association  Annual  Meeting  in  Minot,  North  Dakota  on  Thurs- 
day, November  14,  1991.  You  will  note  the  concerns  of  grain  growers 
relative  to  the  General  Agreement  on  Tariffs  and  Trade  talks  and  also 
on  free  trade  agreements  are  similar  to  the  concerns  of  sugar  growers. 


The  Uruguay  Round  of  GATT 
negotiations  may  have  profound  effects 
on  farmers,  main  street  businesses,  and 
legislation  at  the  federal  level  for  years 
to  come.  The  content  of  the  final 
negotiated  settlement,  if  there  is  a  set- 
tlement, is  far  from  certain.  Even  more 
uncertain  is  how  a  new  negotiated  set- 
tlement will  affect  our  farm  operations 
and  our  competitiveness  in  the  world 
marketplace. 

Before  I  comment  on  our  position 
regarding  the  GATT  talks,  I'd  like  to 
provide  you  with  a  little  background  and 
history  of  the  current  round. 

There  are  seven  major  issues  being 
discussed  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Uruguay  Round  of  GATT  including: 

•  Trade  in  services  (banking,  insur- 
ance, and  consulting  services) 

•  Intellectual  property  rights 

•  Foreign  investment 

•  Dispute  settlement  mechanisms 

•  Non-tariff  trade  barriers  (such  as 
Japan's  feed  mill  licensing 
requirements) 

•  Market  access 

•  Agricultural  trade  practices 

The  last  three  items  are  of  most  im- 
portance to  the  ag  sector. 

There  has  been  a  proliferation  of 
non-tariff  trade  barriers  since  the  last 


round  of  talks  ended  in  1979.  GATT 
operates  on  a  consensus  basis,  therefore, 
one  nation  can  effectively  block  or 
stonewall  complaints  against  itself  or  an 
ally.  The  process  is  also  slow  and 
cumbersome,  and  may  take  years  for  a 
decision. 

Agriculture  was  not  a  part  of  the 
past  GATT-negotiated  agreement 
(Tokyo  Round).  The  U.S.,  with  support 
from  other  nations  such  as  Australia 
and  Canada,  was  able  to  get  agriculture 
on  the  Uruguay  Round  agenda.  The  U.S. 
stated  goals  are  to: 

1)  Freeze,  then  reduce  or  eliminate 
export  subsidies; 

2)  Stop  the  proliferation  of  new 
trade  barriers  and  phase  out 
those  in  existence  today; 

3)  Harmonize  to  the  extent  possible 
international  food,  plant,  and 
animal  health  regulations;  and 

4)  Improve  the  dispute  settlement 
process. 

Impetus  of  agricultural  reform 
stemmed  from  the  supply  and  demand 
situation  back  in  the  mid-1980's  where 
we  saw  burdensome  grain  supplies  on 
the  world  market,  low  farm  prices,  high 
farm  program  costs,  and  increasing 
trade  tensions  around  the  world. 

The  four  major  players  include  the 
(Continued  on  page  12) 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE  WITH  DON  WALLACE 


62  SENATORS  UNITED  IN 
SUPPORT  OF  SECTION  22 

Washington  Representatives  spear- 
headed a  strong  drive  in  obtaining  the 
support  of  sixty-two  United  States 
Senators  for  Section  22  of  the 
Agriculture  Adjustment  Act  of  1933,  a 
mechanism  designed  to  allow  the  U.S. 
government  to  limit  the  import  of  com- 
modities which  would  undermine 
domestic  farm  support  programs.  In  a 
letter  to  President  Bush,  these  62 
Senators  stated  that  "Section  22  should 
not  be  compromised  in  any  final  (GATT) 
agreement."  As  reported  over  the  last 
few  months.  Section  22  has  been 
unilaterally  offered  by  the  U.S.  Trade 
Representative's  Office  as  a  bargaining 
chip  in  the  GATT  talks.  Without  Section 
22,  commodities  such  as  sugar,  cotton, 
peanut  and  dairy  items  would  be  subject 
to  massive  imports  from  countries  with 
higher  support  prices  and  bigger  subsidy 
programs.  Macon  Edwards  and  I  were 
successful  in  building  tremendous  sup- 
port in  the  U.S.  Senate  for  the  continued 
use  of  the  Section  22  provisions.  It  is  the 
opinion  of  the  majority  of  the  Senate 
that  "conceding  Section  22  is  too  high 
a  price  to  pay  for  what  little  we  ap- 
parently are  to  receive  in  return." 

CONGRESSIONAL  STAFFERS 
TOUR  LOUISIANA 
SUGAR  COUNTRY 

On  November  23-24,  1991,  the 
ASCL  hosted  thirteen  U.S.  Congres- 
sional staiffers  as  they  were  given  a  first- 
class  tour  of  the  sugarcane  harvesting 
and  milling  operations.  Because  the  ma- 
jority of  these  staffers  work  closely  on 
agriculture  and  trade-related  programs, 
a  first-hand  look  at  the  domestic  sugar 
industry  is  vital  to  a  true  understanding 
of  the  nature  of  the  industry  and  the 


problems  and  issues  facing  the  Louis- 
iana sugarcane  farmers  and  processors. 

The  tour  included  a  thorough  look  at 
the  harvesting  and  loading  operations  at 
Laurel  Valley  Plantation.  An  ex- 
perience unique  to  sugarcane  harvest- 
ing was  a  ride  on  the  2-row  Cane 
Harvester  ...  a  ride  these  staffers  will 
not  quickly  forget!  They  were  also  given 
a  detailed  explanation  of  the  milling 
procedures  as  they  walked  through  the 
mill  at  Raceland  Sugars.  As  one  of 
Senator  Bennett  Johnston's  staffers 
said,  "I  particularly  found  the  site  visit 
to  the  mill  interesting  and  helpful  in 
understanding  how  very  complex  the 
process  of  making  sugar  is." 

Not  only  did  this  group  from  Wash- 
ington, D.C.,  leave  the  New  Orleans 
area  with  increased  technical 
knowledge  of  the  sugarcane  industry, 
they  also  will  remember  the  League's 
"cajun"  warmth  and  hospitality. 


U.S.  SUGAR  CONSUMPTION 
EXPECTED  TO  RISE 

According  to  the  USDA,  the  U.S.  is 
expected  to  increase  its  sugar  usage  in 
1991/92  by  2%.  Since  1989,  the  increase 
in  sugar  use  has  surpassed  the  gains  in 
high  fructose  corn  syrup  (HFCS).  The 
HFCS  demand  has  been  challenged  by 
high  intensity  artificial  sweeteners. 
Because  of  higher  U.S.  sugar  produc- 
tion, the  1990/91  import  quota  was  cut 
34%  for  1991/92.  If  the  quota  is  filled, 
imports  will  account  for  17%  of  U.S. 
sugar  use. 

In  1991/92,  world  sugar  production 
is  forecasted  to  exceed  use  by  only 
800,000  tons,  whereas  in  1990/91  pro- 
duction far  exceeded  consumption  by  3.5 
million  tons. 

(Continued  on  page  19) 
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FARM  NOTES  By  Dr.  Charley  Richard 

CROP  REPORT  FOLLOWING  THE  1991  FREEZES  —  ASSCT  MEETING 


In  the  past  issue  of  the  Sugar 
Bulletin  there  were  several  articles  con- 
cerning the  processing  of  frozen  cane  in- 
cluding the  Farm  Notes  article  by  this 
author.  It  was  the  opinion  of  League 
Agronomists  that  based  on  past  freezes 
and  the  known  cold  tolerance  of  the 
varieties  being  grown  that,  given  ade- 
quate weather,  this  industry  would  be 
able  to  grind  the  entire  crop.  It  was  felt 
that  there  would  certainly  be  some 
degree  of  losses  due  to  lower  than  nor- 
mal topping  and  deterioration  in  sugar 
content.  However,  it  was  predicted  that 
we  would  grind  practically  all  of  the 
acres  being  grown  in  1991.  Fortunate- 
ly, the  weather  has  not  been  too  severe 
and  with  only  one  week  remaining,  it 
would  appear  that  there  will  not  be  any 
appreciable  acreage  which  will  go 
unharvested.  As  of  this  writing  most  of 
the  factories  are  winding  up  their  opera- 
tions and  probably  only  Enterprise,  St. 
Mary  Co-op  and  Jeanerette  Co-op  will 
continue  grinding  past  the  18th  of 
December.  All  operations  should  be  com- 
pleted by  Christmas.  The  current 
estimates  are  that  approximately 
7,960,000  tons  of  cane  will  be  ground 
and  with  an  average  sugar  content  in 
the  area  of  190  pounds  per  ton  of  cane, 
the  state  could  still  produce  some 
750,000  tons  of  raw  sugar.  This  figure 
is  only  some  75%  of  the  optimistic 
predictions  from  March  of  this  year  but 
more  realistically  is  still  only  some  88% 
of  October  predictions.  This  crop  has  suf- 
fered greatly  from  many  problems  and 
the  fact  that  this  industry  can  still  pro- 
duce 750,000  tons  of  sugar  is  a  tribute 
to  the  dedication  and  perseverance  of  its 
growers  and  processors.  It  is  also  at- 
tributable to  the  fact  that,  following  a 
catastrophe,  the  growers  and  processors 


worked  together,  followed  the  advice  of 
the  scientists  and  extension  personnel, 
and  were  able  to  make  the  most  of  a  bad 
situation. 

During  the  time  between  the  freezes 
and  the  completion  of  the  harvest  season 
several  things  were  noted  which  should 
be  recorded  for  history's  sake.  As  is  nor- 
mally the  case  the  lodged  cane  and  the 
gappy  stands  of  cane  were  more  severe- 
ly damaged  following  the  freeze  and 
those  growers  who  quickly  harvested 
this  cane  faired  better.  The  taller  cane 
had  much  less  damage  and  was  able  to 
remain  until  now.  Of  all  the  varieties  be- 
ing grown  and  still  remaining  in  the 
field,  CP  79-318  suffered  the  most 
damage  and  deteriorated  quickly.  This 
variety,  if  grown,  should  never  be  kept 
past  the  time  a  freeze  might  occur.  CP 
72-370  was  similar  although  not  quite 
as  bad.  Also,  CP  65-357  had  more 
damage  than  was  expected.  This  was 
probably  due  to  the  fact  that  many  fields 
of  CP  65-357  were  somewhat  gappy  and 
also  this  variety  had  begun  to  grow  dur- 
ing the  warm  weather  immediately 
preceding  the  freeze.  In  that  condition, 
CP  65-357  sustained  considerably  more 
damage  than  most  CP  70-321.  Because 
the  industry  is  still  heavy  in  CP  65-357 
and  CP  70-321  (over  75%  in  these  two 
varieties)  the  majority  of  the  acres  re- 
maining after  the  freeze  were  planted  to 
these  two  varieties.  Earlier  this  year  I 
reminded  growers  that  CP  65-357  and 
CP  70-321  are  the  oldest  varieties  that 
are  being  grown  to  any  extent  and  they 
have  certainly  reached  their  prime. 
However,  before  growers  go  away  from 
either  of  these  too  fast  we  should  all 
remember  that  no  other  variety 
possesses  the  good  cold  tolerance  or  at 
(Continued  on  page  16) 
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(H)  First  National  Bank 


ofHouma 

MEMBER  FDIC 


CROP  LOANS 

EQUIPMENT  LOANS 

FARM  OWNERSHIP  LOANS 

We  at  First  National  Bank  ofHouma  in 
cooperation  with  Bank  of  Southwest 
Louisiana  are  ready  to  handle  your 
farm  borrowing  needs. 


Contact  Louis  "Spunky"  Routier 
(504)868-1660 
1-800-259-3276 


JANUARY  1,  1992 


The  Baton  Rouge  Line 

By  Tom  and  Linda  Spradley 


We  thought  it  might  be  of  interest 
to  you  to  show  you  how  the  makeup  of 
the  new  Legislature  compares  with  the 
old.  The  composition  of  the  Legislature 
could  have  some  impact  on  the  general 
direction  it  will  take  on  different  issues. 

LEGISLATIVE  MAKEUP 

19911992  COMPARISONS 

House  1991       1992 


Women 

3 

9 

Men 

102 

97 

Black 

14 

23 

White 

91 

82 

Democrat 

88 

89 

Republican 

16 

15 

Independent 

1 

1 

Senate 

1991 

1992 

Women 

1 

1 

Men 

38 

38 

Black 

5 

8 

White 

34 

31 

Democrat 

33 

34 

Republican 

6 

5 

Constitutional  Convention 

There  has  been  quite  a  bit  of  conver- 
sation recently  about  the  constitutional 
convention  that  Governor  Edwards  is 
proposing  to  address  the  fiscal  problems 
of  the  state.  Following  are  some  of  the 
thoughts  we  have  and  comments  we 
have  heard  that  we  thought  might  be  of 
interest  to  you. 

First  of  all,  why  a  constitutional  con- 
vention? There  is  a  lot  of  concern  that 
legally  a  convention  cannot  be  called  for 
the  limited  purpose  of  dealing  only  with 
certain  articles  or  certain  sections  of  the 
constitution.  If  this  were  to  be  the  case, 
it  would  mean  that  the  entire  constitu- 
tion, or  at  the  very  least  entire  articles. 


could  be  open  for  revision.  Do  we  want 
to  redesign  the  constitution  or  address 
the  fiscal  problems?  This  could  be 
likened  to  "throwing  the  baby  out  with 
the  bath  water". 

Following  are  some  of  the  fiscal 
reform  measures,  recently  passed,  that 
could  be  at  risk  if  a  convention  is  called. 

Balanced  Budget  amendment  — 
this  imposes  some  serious  restric- 
tions on  government  that  are  not 
easy  for  politicians  to  deal  with. 

Mineral  Trust  Fund  —  eliminates 
the  use  of  higher  oil  and  gas  taxes, 
a  traditional  source  of  new  taxes, 
as  source  of  funding  the  general 
expenses. 

Consensus  Revenue  Forecasting  — 
limits  the  ability  of  the  politicians 
to  play  with  anticipated  revenue. 

Auto  license  tax  —  there  may  be  a 
temptation  to  return  this  to  the 
constitution  as  a  tradeoff  for  other 
issues. 

Local  inheritance  tax  prohibition  — 
New  Orleans  may  want  this 
eliminated  so  it  can  tax  in- 
heritances in  the  future. 

Industrial  Tax  Exemption  —  could 
be  tied  to  environmental  concerns 
or  eliminated. 

Single  sales  tax  collection  —  the 
local  governments  are  strongly  op- 
posed and  may  want  this  require- 
ment eliminated  or  softened  in 
return  for  other  concessions. 

Why  does  Governor  Edwards  want 
to  hold  a  constitutional  convention  in- 
stead of  a  special  session?  On  the  sur- 
face, one  would  assume  that  it  is  because 

(Continued  on  page  1 7) 
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ULTRA-COMMAND  POWERSHIFT 

170  PTO  HORSEPOWER 

16.9X28R1  FRONT  TIRES 

20.8  X  38  R2  REAR  TIRES 

22V2  INCH  CROP  CLEARANCE 

WHISPER  QUIET  CAB 

3  YEAR  WARRANTY  •   NO  DEDUCTIBLE 

ASK  US  ABOUT 

LOW  INTEREST  FINANCING  FOR  60  MONTHS 

SPECIAL  FLEET  DISCOUNT 

BUY  NOW  AND  SAVE  BIG!! 


MODEL  8830 

/          FORD  TRACTOR 

{ 

i. 

K 

iJ^^^fi^^fe*«SS^ifJIS^  y^H 

jeMffili^flt^M 

^^^^V-B^^^  wl^^  wl 

1^W^Sy^'^^W^JSl?J^!^^s6^'^^^rf^*^*3v?S^  .-^'jHH^Vr1^^jp\^KfU 

1-800-969-0068 


M  &  L  INDUSTRIES  INC. 


1210  ST.  CHARLES  ST. 
3811  HWY.  90  EAST 
5810  AIRLINE  HWY. 


HOUMA,  LOUISIANA  70360  504/876-2280 

BROUSSARD,  LOUISIANA  70518  318/837-2763 

BATON  ROUGE,  LOUISIANA  70805       504/355-7716 


3-D  CHEMICALS,  IMC. 


specializing  in 
Quality  Built  Spray  Units 


•  available  with  200  or  300 
gallon  tanks 

•  Sturdy  3  point  Quick  Hitch 

•  Hydraulic  arms  with  brake 
away  design 

•  3  or  5  row  manifold 

•  PTO  or  hydraulic  pump 

•  uses  spraying  systems 
components 


Designed  specifically  for  the  sugar  farmer 

For  more  information  caii 

(318)  394-4801     or     1-800-732-3787 
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IN  THE  FACTORY 

Stephen  J.  Clarke 

Audubon  Sugar  Institute 

Louisiana  Agricultural  Experiment  Station 


ANOTHER  LOOK  AT  FILTRATION 


Two  factors  prompt  the  choice  of  sub- 
ject for  this  month:  the  problems  of 
disposal  of  the  filter  cake  as  slurry  into 
ponds  and  observations  and  measure- 
ments made  on  filter  operations  at 
several  mills  during  this  crop.  Ideally 
the  quantity  of  filter  cake  would  be  low 
and  also  of  low  moisture  and  sugar  con- 
tents. Current  practice  is  to  use  rotary 
vacuum  filters  which  have  many  advan- 
tages but  also  tend  to  make  the  filter 
station  one  of  the  dirtiest  in  the  factory 
and  also  produce  high  moisture  and 
sloppy  cake  which  is  not  easily  shipped 
out  of  the  factory.  The  advantages  of  this 
type  of  filter  are  their  capability  to 
handle  large  and  variable  volumes  of 
mud  and,  if  the  mud  is  conditioned  pro- 
perly, the  washing  of  the  sugar  out  of 
the  cake  with  reasonable  efficiency.  If 
the  disposal  procedure  for  the  cake  is  to 
slurry  it  to  a  holding  pond,  there  can  be 
as  much  of  a  b.o.d.  loading  as  from  the 
cane  washing  system,  although  in  a 
much  smaller  volume. 

In  this  brief  discussion  losses  at  the 
filter  station  due  to  high  pol  in  filter 
cake  will  not  be  considered  since  the 
reduction  of  this  loss  can  be  achieved  by 
better  mud  conditioning  and  washing. 
The  changes  in  the  composition  of  the 
filtrate  relative  to  the  clarified  juice  are 
due  to  chemical  and  microbial  action  in 
base  of  the  clarifier,  the  mud  tank  and 
the  boot  of  the  filters.  A  very  useful 
guide  to  sucrose  degradation  is  the  level 
of  lactic  acid  in  all  the  streams  entering 
and  leaving  the  clarifier/filter  stations. 


It  is  not  possible  to  exactly  relate  the  in- 
creased level  of  lactic  acid  to  the 
decrease  in  sucrose  since  there  are  so 
many  reactions  taking  place,  but  it  is  a 
good  guide  to  the  level  of  microbial  ac- 
tion which  is,  of  course,  undesirable. 

The  measurements  of  lactic  acid 
levels  were  made  with  an  automatic 
analyzer  very  similar  to  those  used  for 
glucose  and  sucrose,  using  a  specific  en- 
zyme system.  Only  a  few  minutes  are  re- 
quired for  each  analysis  and  the  results 
are  quite  reproducible.  A  higher  level  of 
lactic  acid  was  always  found  in  filtrate 
than  in  clarified  juice.  In  most  cases  the 
differences  were  relatively  small  but  one 
mill  had  a  large  increase  and  this  was 
attributed  to  two  factors  —  the  high 
recycle  rate  from  the  boot  of  the  filter  in- 
to the  mud  tank,  resulting  in  a  long 
retention  time  in  contact  with  the  mud, 
and  also  the  low  temperatures  in  the 
mud  system.  Also  observed  in  this  mill 
was  a  large  gap  between  the  oscillating 
scraper  in  the  boot  of  the  filter  and  the 
wall  of  the  boot.  This  produced  a  stag- 
nant cake  of  mud  at  fairly  low  temper- 
ature (140/150°F)  which  acts  as  a  very 
active  biofilm.  The  temperature  in  the 
whole  mud  system  should  not  be  below 
about  185°F.  The  combination  of  low 
temperatures  and  much  recycle  is  to  be 
avoided  whenever  possible.  A  useful 
guide  would  be  the  relative  volumes  of 
the  mud  in  the  tank  compared  to  the 
clarifier  volume. 

One  approach  that  I  have  seen  is  to 
(Continued  on  page  18) 
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Farm  Financing  From 
Follcs  Wiio  Understand. 

Sometimes  it's  liard  to  explain  —  to  someone 
who  doesn't  know  your  business  —  why  you  need 
money  and  how  you  plan  to  use  it. 

At  First  South  Production  Credit  Association  you 
won't  have  to  educate  our  loan  officers. 

They  understand  farming  and  they'll  tailor  a 
financing  package  to  fit  your  needs. 

i^x         ^^  We'll  help  you  buy  that  new 

tractor,  get  the  crop  in  this 

year,  make  farm  improvements 

or  just  keep  the  cash  flow  flowing. 

Because  You  Deserve  It. 

Give  us  a  call. 


First  South 

Production  Credit  Association 


LESTER  SIMON 


HARVEY  GONSOULIN 


Landini  Tractors 
2  &  4  Wheel  Drive 
42  -  145  H.P. 
Low  or  High  Clearance 


M.  J.  NAQUIN,  INC 

A  G  POWER  &  MACHINERY 

205  ARMS  ST. 

THIBODAUX,  LOUISIANA  70301 

(504)  447-3296 


Mfg.  of  Sugar  Cane 
3-Row  Cultivators 
Dist.  of  Perkins  & 
Rolls  Royce 
Diesel  Engines 


«i^^  --f 


Builders  of  quality  farm  equipment 
since  1884.  Our  tractors  are  sold  in 
Europe  and  most  major  countries  of 
the  world. 

Landini  offers  a  full  line  of 
Agricultural  Tractors  from  47  to  142 
HP  in  2  and  4  whieel  drive. 

Landini  offers  Specialty  Tractors 
with  options  to  suit  a  wide  range  of 
specialized  agricultural  needs. 

NARROW  VINEYARD;  LOW  PRO- 
FILE; HIGH  CLEARANCE;  MUDDER 
AND  AGRICULTURAL  CRAWLERS; 
are  all  available  to  the  Landini  dealer. 

With  the  world  famous  Perkins 
Engine  and  transmission  options  of 
Shuttle,  Creeper,  under  the  overdrive 
Landini  tractors  better  meet  the 
specialized  growers  needs. 
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UP  FRONT  WITH  THE  LEAGUE 


(Continued 

U.S.,  EC  countries,  Japan,  and  the 
Cairns  group.  The  Cairns  group  is  com- 
posed of  14  self-professed  "non- 
subsidizing"  ag  exporting  countries  in- 
cluding Canada  —  that's  a  real  laughter. 

The  U.S.  proposal,  which  we  have 
heard  so  much  about,  includes  three 
main  areas  of  concern:  market  access, 
export  subsidies,  and  internal  supports. 
Under  market  access,  non-tariff  trade 
barriers  would  be  converted  to  "bound 
tariffs",  then  reduced  over  a  ten  year 
time  frame.  Export  subsidies  would  be 
reduced  by  90  percent.  This  would  in- 
clude a  reduction  or  elimination  of  the 
U.S.  Export  Enhancement  Program.  On 
internal  supports,  the  U.S.  proposes  a 
basic  elimination  of  all  trade  distorting 
subsidies.  This  does  not  mean  that 
domestic  production  could  not  be  sub- 


from  page  4) 

sidized.  But  subsidies  could  no  longer  be 
used  to  dump  surplus  production  on  the 
world  market.  If  domestic  subsidies  re- 
mained high  enough,  though,  imports 
could  rise  if  market  access  provisions 
are  successful  and  non-discriminatory. 
It  appears  there  is  little  significant 
change  since  the  beginning  of  the 
Uruguay  Round  of  GATT.  Japan  con- 
tinues to  hold  a  hard  line,  suggesting 
they  prefer  to  leave  agricultural  issues 
on  the  back  burner.  There  apprears  to 
be  some  softening  of  the  EC  stance, 
although  this  may  be  more  cosmetic 
than  anything.  U.S.  agriculture,  for  the 
most  part,  has  supported  the  Ad- 
ministration's position  on  GATT,  in- 
dicating that  no  agreement  is  preferable 
to  a  bad  agreement.  But  it  appears  that 

(Continued  on  page  13) 


GOODYEAR 


SPECIAL 
SURE-GRIP  TD-8 


GOODYEAR  TIRES  FOR 
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UP  FRONT  WITH  THE  LEAGUE 

(Continued  from  page  12) 

even  the  U.S.  position  is  moving  closer 
to  the  EC. 


The  prime  stated  objective  of  the 
U.S.  proposal  has  been  to  create  a  "level 
playing  field"  for  all  players  in  the  in- 
ternational market.  While  the  U.S.  pro- 
posal sounds  good  on  paper,  I  am  grave- 
ly concerned  about  what  may  occur  in 
practice. 

I  just  returned  from  a  trade  policy 
meeting  held  in  conjunction  with  other 
feed  grain  commodity  groups  at  which 
time  Administration  officials  gave  us 
updated  information  on  the  status  of  the 
GATT  talks.  A  couple  of  interesting 
nuances  came  out  of  those  meetings. 
U.S.  negotiators  are  much  more  op- 
timistic that  an  agreement  can  be 
worked  out  than  they  were  just  a  few 
weeks  ago.  They  felt  the  numbers 
within  the  agreement  will  be  of  lessor 
importance  than  the  framework  itself. 
They  pushed  us  to  sell  the  agreement  on 
Capitol  Hill  and  back  home. 

U.S.  agriculture  has  a  great  deal  to 
gain  through  a  successful  GATT  agree- 
ment if,  and  only  if,  all  foreign  countries 
agree  to  open  their  markets,  eliminate 
export  subsidies,  and  reduce  high  inter- 
nal supports.  It  is  the  definition  of  those 
items  which  is  cause  for  concern. 

For  example,  the  EC  proposal  calls 
for  a  30  percent  reduction  in  internal 
price  supports.  Currently,  barley  is  sub- 
sidized in  the  EC  to  the  tune  of  $6.00  per 
bushel.  Remove  30  percent  and  the  price 
farmers  will  receive  drops  to  $4.20  per 
bushel.  While  this  may  persuade  some 
EC  farmers  to  switch  from  growing 
barley,  the  mountains  of  grain  will  still 
be  there  —  it  will  just  be  a  smaller 
mountain.  Also,  remove  30  percent  of 
the  U.S.  barley  farmer's  price  support 
and  the  switch  is  on.  It  appears  the 
baseline  used  in  the  negotiations  will 


preclude  U.S.  farmers  from  experiencing 
further  cuts  in  deficiency  payments, 
however,  we  don't  know  this  as  a  fact. 

Current  discussions  also  seem  to  be 
leaning  towards  a  30  percent  reduction 
in  export  subsidies.  This  is  not  suf- 
ficient. The  EC,  even  under  this  pro- 
posal, will  likely  continue  to  dump  their 
surplus  barley  and  wheat  into  the  world 
market,  stealing  markets  from  the  lower 
cost  producers  such  as  the  U.S.  A  30  per- 
cent reduction  in  EEP  funds,  which  is 
at  an  infinitesimal  level  compared  to  the 
EC  war-chest,  will  effectively  kill  our 
ability  to  compete  with  the  EC. 

The  market  access  provisions  are 
even  more  clouded.  Will  large  enough 
cuts  be  acceptable  to  countries  like 
Japan,  which  uses  an  abundant  number 
of  non-tariff  trade  barriers  to  close  their 
(Continued  on  page  14) 
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UP  FRONT  WITH  THE  LEAGUE 

(Continued  from  page  13) 


markets,  to  allow  us  and  other  countries 
entree  into  those  markets? 

There  is  a  host  of  items  which  need 
to  be  integrated  into  the  GATT  negotia- 
tion on  agriculture  which  are  not  under 
discussion,  and  I  doubt  they  will  be  even 
considered.  Environmental,  conserva- 
tion, and  social  costs  are  examples.  We 
have  a  growing  sentiment  in  this  coun- 
try to  reduce  chemical  use,  protect 
wildlife,  etc.,  etc.,  etc.  We  as  farmers 
bear  the  high  costs  of  these  programs. 
Yet,  most  other  countries  in  the  world 
today  do  not  experience  any  of  these 
costs. 

We  maintain  minimum  wage  stan- 
dards, social  security  taxes,  and  work 
safety  rules,  all  which  add  to  the  cost  of 
our  production  and  ultimately  a  higher 
cost  at  the  export  location.  We  face 
added  costs  through  clean  air  and  clean 
water  legislation.  The  list  is  almost 
endless.  Again,  few  other  countries  in 
the  world  today  face  these  types  of 
regulations  which  add  to  their  produc- 
tion costs. 

Fluctuating  exchange  rates  are 
another  concern.  Efficiency  of  produc- 


tion means  little  when  strong  exchange 
rates  price  us  out  of  the  market. 

The  pace  of  the  negotiations  is  like- 
ly to  pick  up  considerably  in  the  next 
couple  of  months  with  a  possible  agree- 
ment in  early  1992.  We  need  to  continue 
to  tell  our  story  to  the  Administration 
and  Congress.  Remember,  agriculture  is 
just  one  small  part  of  the  entire  negotia- 
tion process.  I  personally  don't  believe 
the  Administration  will  walk  away  from 
the  negotiating  table  if  only  agriculture 
gets  a  bad  deal. 

The  U.S./Canadian  Free  Trade 
Agreement  (at  least  free  to  our  northern 
neighbors  as  far  as  northern  tier 
agriculture  is  concerned)  is  a  fearful 
reminder  of  the  uphill  battle  we  face 
when  it  comes  to  securing  a  strong, 
viable  GATT  agreement  for  U.S.  agri- 
culture. Although  the  FT  A  contains 
several  provisions  which  should  detour 
unfair  trade  practices  and  the  reconcilia- 
tion of  those  practices,  little  has  been  ac- 
complished since  its  inception  several 
years  ago.  In  fact,  the  process  seems  to 
have  broken  down,  evidenced  by  record 
levels  of  barley  and  wheat  imports  this 
year  from  Canada. 
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FOR  SALE:  1988  Cameco 
2-row  Harvester  John  Deere 
engine,  factory  cab  and  air, 
791  iiours  split  system.  Call 
(318)  364-8903  day,  (318) 
365-5036  night. 


WANTED:  International  or 
John  Deere  Hi-Crop  Tractors. 
Any  age!  Any  condition!  Call 
1-800-738-2263. 


FOR  SALE:  Hi-crop  JD  4430 
Power  Shift;  4230  Int'l  1066; 
Low-clearance  4430  with  cab, 
air  &  duals;  JD  2240;  2  sets  of 
JD  3-row  choppers  with  off 
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FOR  SALE:  A-C  Tractor  20 
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Choppers;  1630  Choppers 
JD;  Bushhog  1 0  ft.  wide  —  IH 
cab  and  JD  cab.  Call  (318) 
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FARM  NOTES 


least  the  slow  rate  of  deterioration 
following  a  freeze  that  these  two 
varieties  have.  It  is  important  that 
growers  continue  to  grow  some  acreage 
of  these  two  varieties  until  other 
varieties  can  demonstrate  superior 
characteristics.  Cold  tolerance  has  been 
important  in  several  of  our  recent 
harvest  seasons  and  has  always  been  a 
very  important  breeding  trait.  Unfor- 
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Delivered  Prices  — 

Any  Quantity 

10,000'  -  8%"  od  X  .250  wall 

6,000'  -  6%  od  X  .280  wall 

2,000'  -  20"  od  X  .312  wall 

800'  -  30"  od  X  .281  wall 

Caff  Coffees    (314)  621-6094 

GATEWAY  PIPE  &  SUPPLY 


(Continued  from  page  6) 

fortunately  it  is  not  alv^ays  easy  to  select 
for  cold  tolerance  since  freezing  temper- 
atures do  not  occur  every  year.  Our 
researchers  in  the  Louisiana  selection 
program  do  consider  this  trait  and  place 
as  much  emphasis  on  it  as  possible. 

At  this  time  in  many  of  the  fields  re- 
maining there  is  considerable  sprouting 
of  lateral  eyes  especially  in  the  southern 
areas  of  the  cane  belt.  Combined  v^ith 
the  extremely  large  number  of  water 
shoots  or  suckers,  the  sugar  per  ton  of 
cane  being  reported  by  the  factories  has 
decreased  since  the  freeze.  Combined 
with  the  deteriorated  tissue  following 
the  freeze,  this  will  certainly  lower  the 
recovery  that  could  have  been  obtained 
by  at  least  10  to  15  pounds  for  the  state 
average. 

ASSCT  MEETING— FEBRUARY  13  &  14 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Louisi- 
ana Division  of  the  American  Society  of 
Sugar  Cane  Technologists  will  be  held 
February  13  and  14, 1992.  On  Thursday 
will  be  the  opening  session  and  the 
agricultural  session  followed  by  the  ban- 
quet that  evening.  On  Friday  will  be  the 
manufacturing  session.  There  is  also 
ample  time  for  many  open  discussions 
with  fellow  growers  and  processors.  This 
organization  is  the  technical  arm  of  this 
industry  and  as  growers  and  processors 
you  should  be  a  member  so  that  you 
might  receive  the  latest  in  technological 
information  to  make  you  as  efficient  as 
possible  in  your  business.  Dues  are 
minimal  and  may  be  paid  at  registration 
time  on  Thursday  morning.  Further  in- 
formation may  be  obtained  from  Mr. 
Dalton  Landry,  secretary-treasurer  of 
the  Louisiana  division,  at  (504) 
388-2118.  The  League  encourages  all 
members  of  the  Louisiana  sugar  in- 
dustry to  become  involved  in  this 
organization  in  order  that  our  industry 
be  kept  "on  the  cutting  edge". 
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THE  BATON  ROUGE  LINE     (Continued  from  page  8) 


the  Legisture  —  and  the  people,  for  that 
matter  —  have  been  unable  to  agree 
upon  a  solution  to  our  fiscal  ills.  A  con- 
stitutional convention,  the  argument 
goes,  would  be  less  political  than  the 
Legislature  therefore  enabling  delegates 
to  successfully  adopt  solutions. 

An  opposing  argument  points  out 
that,  for  the  most  part,  those  seeking 
election  as  delegates  would  have 
political  motivation,  for  instance  run- 
ning for  office  at  a  later  time  or  even  cur- 
rently holding  office  as  a  local  official. 
This  aspect  certainly  throws  the  politics 
back  into  it. 


The  cost  of  a  constitutional  conven- 
tion would  be  significantly  greater  than 
a  special  session.  Additionally,  argue  op- 
ponents to  the  convention,  the  timing  is 
not  only  awkward  but  ineffective.  The 
state  faces  a  deficit  now,  and  it  will  not 
be  until  1994  that  the  measures  re- 
sulting from  the  convention  could  be 
implemented. 
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5810  AIRLINE  HWY. 
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IN  THE  FACTORY 

run  the  mud  from  the  clarifier  mud 
pumps  directly  into  the  feed  system  of 
the  filter  along  a  chute  with  a  scroll,  in- 
to which  is  added  the  bagacillo,  lime, 
and  flocculant.  This  avoids  the  use  of 
mud  tanks  but  requires  steady  condi- 
tions and  good  control  to  maintain  the 
proper  levels  in  the  filter.  Also,  the 
clarifiers  and  filters  have  to  be  close  to 
each  other  and  at  the  correct  levels.  Our 
present  system  for  handling  of  muds  is 
clumsy  but  difficult  to  modify  as  long  as 
we  are  using  rotary  vacuum  filters. 

For  optimum  performance  of  these 
filters  it  is  essential  that  the  cake  con- 
tains the  necessary  amount  of  fine  fiber 
to  produce  a  porous  cake.  This  is 
achieved  by  adding  bagacillo  to  the  mud. 
At  the  request  of  one  factory  engineer, 
we  tried  the  use  of  fly  ash  as  an  alter- 
native to  bagacillo.  This  has  been  at- 
tempted in  other  areas  but  has  not 


For  efficiency  &  Accuracy  in 
Precision  grading  Consider 
the  purchase  of  a 
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by 
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•  Shorten  your  completion  time 
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contact 

ALLEE,  ALLEE  &  ALLEN,  Agent 

P.O.  BOX  108 

ST.  JAMES,  LA  70086 

504/265-3965 


(Continued  from  page  10) 

become  common  practice.  In  our  tests  we 
could  not  get  the  mixture  of  clarifier 
mud  and  fly  ash  to  flocculate  and  form 
a  porous  cake.  The  easy  test  for  this  is 
to  mix  the  materials,  including  floc- 
culant, and  pour  carefully  onto  a  fine 
mesh  screen.  Fairly  clear  juice  should 
drain  quickly  from  the  screen  if  the 
material  forms  a  porous  cake. 

Another  observation  is  that  the  size 
and  quantity  of  bagacillo  varies  very 
widely.  It  is  well  established  that  the 
volume  of  filter  cake  is  determined  by 
the  quantity  of  bagacillo.  A  large 
volume  of  filter  cake  may  be 
unavoidable  with  the  quantity  of 
bagacillo  necessary  for  good  filtration  on 
a  rotary  vacuum  filter.  It  is  quite  pro- 
bable that  the  pol  in  filter  cake,  same  as 
pol  in  bagacillo  in  the  cake,  is  higher 
than  the  original  pol  in  bagasse.  If  the 
mud  from  the  clarifier  could  be  filtered 
directly  without  any  further  treatment, 
except  possibly  addition  of  flocculant, 
this  would  be  a  great  advantage. 
Modern  filter  systems  offer  this 
possibility,  including  the  washing  of  the 
cake  in  the  filter  and  low  cake  moisture 
content,  and  this  is  one  of  our  ongoing 
research  interests.  This  approach  could 
reduce  the  sugar  losses,  simplify  the 
operation  and  making  solid  disposal  of 
the  cake  to  the  fields  much  easier. 

This  crop  is  almost  over  and,  as 
usual,  had  its  unexpected  character- 
istics, the  sudden  very  high  dextran 
levels  in  October  and  the  freeze  in  ear- 
ly November.  The  former  was  not  real- 
ly surprising  given  the  weather  condi- 
tions and  it  was  a  salutory  lesson  to  us 
all.  We  can  be  thankful  that  the  impact 
of  the  freeze  was  not  as  severe  as  some 
predicted.  Let  me  wish  you  all  a  good 
end  to  the  crop,  happy  holidays  and  a 
prosperous  new  year. 
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WASHINGTON   UPDATE  (Continued  from  page  5) 


PROPOSED  RULE  ISSUED 
ON  MARKETING  ALLOTMENTS 

On  December  2,  1991,  the  USDA's 
Commodity  Credit  Corporation  released 
the  proposed  rule  on  Marketing 
Allotments  for  FY  1992  -  1996.  When 
it  is  estimated  that  the  import  of  sugar 
will  be  below  the  minimum  import 
quantity  of  1.25  million  short  tons,  raw 
value,  an  overall  allotment  will  be 
established  for  that  fiscal  year  at  a  level 
that  will  result  in  imports  of  sugar  of  not 
less  than  1.25  million  short  tons. 

The  overall  marketing  allotment  for 
sugar  will  be  apportioned  between 
domestically  produced  cane  sugar  and 
beet  sugar  based  on  percentage  factors 
established  by  taking  into  consideration 
three  criteria:  1)  past  marketings;  2)  pro- 
cessing and  refining  capacity;  and  3) 
ability  of  the  cane  and  beet  sectors  to 
market  its  respective  sugar  allotment. 

All  comments  are  required  to  be  sub- 
mitted by  February  3,  1992.  The  ASCL 
will  submit  comments  on  behalf  of  the 
Louisiana  producers  and  processors. 

GATT  UPDATE 

The  Bush  Administration  is  plung- 
ing into  intensive  negotiations  in  order 
to  complete  the  outlines  of  an  interna- 
tional trade  agreement  by  the  end  of  the 
year.  What  is  believed  to  be  the  final  few 
weeks  of  discussion  began  December  5. 
According  to  The  Wall  Street  Journal, 
Arthur  Dunke,  GATT  Director-General, 
believes  "a  breakthrough  can  be 
achieved  only  if  there  is  enough  give 
among  the  participants  at  the  highest 
political  levels."  The  round  of  talks  con- 
tinues to  be  slowed  by  the  U.S.  and 
European  Community  differences  over 
agricultural  subsidies.  A  recent  meeting 
between  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Ed 
Madigan  and  EC  Farm  Commissioner 
Ray  MacSharry  resulted  in  no  signifi- 


cant change  in  the  question  of  farm 
support. 

A  current  communique  from  sources 
in  Geneva  indicate  that  the  efforts  of 
those  in  the  Washington  Office  are  not 
going  unnoticed.  The  U.S.  GATT 
negotiators  realize  that  Congress  is 
alerted  to  the  threat  import-sensitive 
commodities  are  facing  should  Section 
22  be  "given  away"  in  trade  negotions. 
The  Financial  Times  of  London  reports 
that  "Congress  would  address  changes 
in  US  Section  22  legislation  which 
maintains  quotas  on  US  imports  of 
peanuts,  sugar,  dairy  products  and  cot- 
ton only  in  the  context  of  a  satisfactory 
overall  accord  which  included  com- 
prehensive tariffication." 

At  a  House  Agriculture  Committee 
Hearing  on  the  Uruguay  Round,  Depu- 
ty U.S.  Trade  Representative  Julius 
Katz  was  grilled  by  a  panel  of  members 
as  to  how  the  trade  negotiations  will  af- 
fect U.S.  agricultural  policy  under  a 
GATT  agreement.  In  particular,  the 
future  of  Section  22  commodities  was  ad- 
dressed. He  stated  that  "there  will  be  a 
decrease  in  the  current  support  program 
. . .  there  will  be  30-35%  decrease  in  the 
support  prices  over  five  to  six  years."  He 
was  vague  and  unclear  as  to  what  the 
picture  would  look  like  in  10  years. 
Sugar  industry  representatives  testified 
on  the  importance  of  maintaining  Sec- 
tion 22  legislation. 


Liquid  Fertilizers 
For  Sugar  Cane 


OUACHITA 


FERTILIZER 


NEW  IBERIA,  LA.       (318)  367-8233 
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NOTICE  TO  LANDLORD  MEMBERS 

Section  V  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  Charter  defines  Landlord 
Member  as  'an  individual,  partnership  or  corporation  which  leases  its  property 
to  another  for  the  production  of  sugar  cane  and  receives  as  rental  a  percentage 
or  share  of  the  crops  produced  thereon  a  percentage  or  share  of  the  proceeds  of " 
such  crops  shall  be  a  landlord  member.  The  dues  for  such  membership  shall  be 
$100.00  for  each  1,000  tons  (or  fraction  thereof)  of  sugarcane  or  the  proceeds  thereof  \ 
received  by  such  members  as  rent;  provided.  However,  that  the  maximum  dues 
for  a  landlord  member  shall  be  $500.00  per  year.' 

This  membership  provides  for  voting  rights  and  all  privileges  of  membership. 
Also  available  is  associate  membership  which  is  $10.00  annually. 

Interested  parties  please  fill  out  the  form  below  and  return  to  the  League  office 
with  your  check. 

Name: 

Address: 


Type  Membership: 

D    Landlord  at  $100  per  1,000  ton  share 

Name  and  Address  of  Tenant(s):  (use  additional  paper  if  needed) 

Name: 

Address:  

D    Associate  at  $10.00 

Enclosed  is  $ for  (type  membership)   

Mail  completed  form  and  payment  to: 

American  Sugar  Cane  League,  P.  O.  Drawer  938,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 


Offi 
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ANNOUNCING  THE 

SIXTY-NINTH  ANNUAL  MEETING 

OF  THE 

AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE 

OF  THE 

U.S.A.,  INC. 

WEDNESDAY,  FEBRUARY  26,  1992  —  2:00  P.M. 

HOWARD  JOHNSON  LODGE 
201  N.  CANAL  BLVD.,  THIBODAUX,  LOUISIANA 

REGISTRATION  BEGINS  AT  1:30  P.M. 

At  this  Meeting  there  will  be  an  election  of  Members  of  the 

Board  of  Directors  to  serve  during  the  ensuing  year. 

Immediately  following  the  Annual  Meeting,  the 

American  Sugar  Cane  League  Foundation  will  hold  a  meeting 

to  elect  a  Board  of  Directors. 

All  Members  of  the  League  will  Please  Consider 

This  as  an  Official  Notice  to  Attend 
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The  Official  Organ  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  of  the  U.S.A.,  Inc. 

P.  J.  deGravelles,  Jr.,  Editor  and  General  Manager 

Charles  A.  Richard,  Ph.D.,  Director  of  Research  and  Field  Representative 

Windell  R.  Jackson,  Senior  Agronomist 

Herman  Waguespack,  Jr.,  Agronomist 

John  Constant,  Business  Manager 

Nannette  B.  Nickens,  Office  Secretary 

Paul  G.  Borron,  III,  Legal  Counsel 


Washington  Representative: 
Wallace  and  Edwards,  Inc. 
1150  Connecticut  Avenue,  N.W. 
Suite  507 

Washington,  D.C.  20036 
Phone:  (202)  331-4331 


Baton  Rouge  Representative: 
Spradley  and  Spradley 
6216  Riverbend  Boulevard 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70820 
Phone:  (504)  766-1359 


Editorial  and  Executive  Office: 
206  E.  Bayou  Rd.,  Thibodaux,  LA. 
Phone:  (504)  448-3707 
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OFFICERS  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS  OF  THE  AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE 


Daniel  Viator,  Ph.D,  Youngsville,  LA 
President 

Branan  Beyt,  Jeanerette,  LA 
1st  Vice-President 

P.  J.  "Pete"  deGravelles,  Thibodaux,  LA 
Vice  President  —  General  Manager 


Don  Wallace,  Washington,  DC 

Vice  President  —  Government  Relations 

Patrick  Cancienne,  Belle  Rose,  LA 
Treasurer 

Irving  Legendre,  Jr.,  Thibodaux,  LA 
Secretary 


Manuel  Acosta,  Raceland,  LA 
Bryan  Allain,  Jeanerette,  LA 
J.  G.  Beaud,  Jr.,  New  Roads,  LA 
Ramon  E.  Billeaud,  New  Orleans,  LA 
Felix  Blanchard,  New  Iberia,  LA 
Ronald  Blanchard,  Napoleonville,  LA 
Neal  Bolton,  St.  James,  LA 
Lawrence  Dugas,  New  Iberia,  LA 
Dan  Duplantis,  Raceland,  LA 
John  F.  Gay,  Plaquemine,  LA 
Ronald  Gonsoulin,  New  Iberia,  LA 
Warren  Harang,  III,  Donaldsonville,  LA 
Roddy  Hulett,  St.  Martinville,  LA 
Bobby  Judice,  Franklin,  LA 
Roger  Kahao,  Port  Allen,  LA 
Denis  Lanaux,  Killona,  LA 
Melvin  Landry,  New  Iberia,  LA 
A.  J.  LeBourgeois,  Baldwin,  LA 


D.  C.  Mattingly,  Paincourtville,  LA 
Jerry  McKee,  Thibodaux,  LA 
William  S.  Patout  III,  Jeanerette,  LA 
Kenneth  Peltier,  Thibodaux,  LA 
Stanley  Pipes,  Franklin,  LA 
R.  L.  Roane,  Jeanerette,  LA 
Howard  Robichaux,  Labadieville,  LA 
Raphael  Rodriguez,  Franklin,  LA 
Mel  Schudmak,  White  Castle,  LA 
Frank  Sotile,  Donaldsonville,  LA 
David  Stewart,  Lakeland,  LA 
Roland  Talbot,  Thibodaux,  LA 
Jackie  Theriot,  Breaux  Bridge,  LA 
Charles  Thibaut,  Donaldsonville,  LA 
Glenn  Timmons,  Brusly,  LA 
Carlton  Townsend,  Bunkie,  LA 
Eugene  Woods,  Paincourtville,  LA 
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Best  Values  in  New  Equlpme 


After  three  years, 
nothing  matches  the 
MAGNUM  warranty. 


Five  years  or  5,000  hours.  That's 
the  coverage  you  get— at  no  extra 
charge— on  every  new  MAGNUM" 
tractor.  In  fact,  it's  the  same 
warranty*  that  covers  every 
MAGNUM  tractor  ever  built. 

And,  while  the  competition 
offers  an  occasional  free  warranty. 


they  haven't  put  it  on  every 
tractor.  Besides,  only  MAGNUM's 
5-year/5000-hour  warranty  can  be 
fully  transferred  without  a  fee. 
That  gives  the  MAGNUM  tractor's 
already  high  resale  value  another 
boost.  And  it  gives  you  another 
good  reason  to  buy. 


See  us  today  about  an  on-farm 
demonstration.  Once  you  work 
one,  you'll  understand  why 
MAGNUM  means  more  than  ever. 


'Kxclmling  tires,  which  are  covered  by  their 
own  maniifdclurers'  warranties.  A  1200  deductible 
a|)plies  to  each  repair  alter  the  first  year. 


See  These  Case  IH  Dealers 


Switzer  Sales  and  Service 

Jeanerette,  LA 
(318)  276-6384 


Baton  Rouge,  LA 
(504)  357-6453 


Gremillion's,  Inc. 

New  Roads,  LA 
(504)  638-6347 


Lemann's  Farm  Supply  Inc. 

Thibodaux,  LA 
(504)  447-3776 


Lanier  Int'l.  Inc. 

Abbeville,  LA 
(318)  893-1988 

Donaldsonville,  LA 
(504)  473-7927 


FEBRUARY  1,  1992 


UP  FRONT 
WITH  THE  LEAGUE 

%  \  By  P.  J.  deGravelles,  Jr. 

The  Sixty -Ninth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  will 
be  held  on  Wednesday,  February  26,  1992,  at  the  Howard  Johnson  Lodge  in 
Thibodaux,  Louisiana.  Registration  will  begin  at  1:30  p.m.  and  the  meeting  will 
be  called  to  order  by  President  Daniel  P.  Viator  at  2:00  p.m. 

The  first  order  of  business  will  be  nominations  and  election  of  the  Board  of 
Directors  for  the  ensuing  year.  Following  the  election  will  be  reports  from  the 
Environmental,  Finance,  Legislative,  and  Research  Committees.  Any  other 
business  to  come  before  the  general  membership  will  be  considered  before 
adjourning. 

The  Board  of  Directors  and  Staff  of  the  League  urge  your  attendance  and  solicit 
your  input  at  the  annual  meeting. 

Report  of  the  Nominating  Committee.  The  following  were  nominated  by 
the  committee  to  serve  on  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  Board  of  Directors 
beginning  February  26,  1992. 


GROWER  MEMBERS 


Bryan  Allain 
J.  G.  Beaud,  Jr. 
Ramon  Billeaud 
Lawrence  Dugas 
John  Gay 
Ronald  Gonsoulin 
Warren  Harang,  III 
Jackie  Judice 
Robert  "Bobby"  Judice 
Roger  Kahao 


A.  J.  "Brother"  LeBourgeois,  Jr. 

Jerome  "Jerry"  McKee 

Leonard  Oncale 

Howard  Robichaux 

Raphael  Rodriguez 

Frank  Sotile 

Roland  Talbot 

Carlton  Townsend 

Daniel  Viator 

Eugene  Woods 


PROCESSOR  MEMBERS 


Branan  "Bert"  Beyt 
Michael  Billeaud 
Felix  "Gus"  Blanchard 
Ronald  Blanchard 
F.  Neal  Bolton 
Patrick  Cancienne 
Dan  Duplantis 
Francis  Graugnard 
Melvin  Landry 
Irving  E.  Legendre,  Jr. 


D.  C.  Mattingly 
William  S.  Patout,  III 
Kenneth  Peltier 
Stanley  "Stan"  Pipes 
R.  L.  "Bobby"  Roane 
Mel  Schudmak 
David  Stewart 
Jackie  Theriot 
Charles  Thibaut 
Glenn  Timmons 
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AREA  GROWER  MEETINGS 

The  Schedule  for  the  1992  Grower  Meetings  is  as  follows: 

Monday,  February  17,  1992 

9:00  a.m. 
Franklin  —  American  Legion  Home 

1:30  p.m. 
New  Iberia  —  Best  Western  Motel 

6:00  p.m. 
Bunkie  —  Masonic  Lodge 


Tuesday,  February  18,  1992 

9:00  a.m. 
Plaquemine  —  American  Legion  Home 

2:00  p.m. 
Thibodaux  —  Howard  Johnson  Lodge 

The  Officers,  Directors  and  Staff  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane 
League  will  be  in  attendance  at  these  meetings  to  give  reports  and 
to  discuss  any  subject  or  subjects  that  may  be  of  interest  to  the 
membership. 

PLEASE  ATTEND! 


CLASSIFIED 


FOR  SALE:  4386  Int'l;  8440  JD;  2940  Front-  each.  Call  Malcolm  O.  Landry  (318)  276-6810. 

wheel  assist  JD.  Call  (31 8)  364-8903  day,  (31 8)  

365-5036  night. 

FOR  SALE:  Cameco  2-row  Harvester  —  300  hrs. 

FOR  SALE:  Hi-clearance  JD  4430  Power  Shift;  °"  engine  cab  &  air  —  1  season  left  on  warranty 

4230  Int'l  1 066;  Low-clearance  JD  4430  with  cab  °"  engine.  1  91 70  Deutz  Front-wheel  assist  Trac- 

air  &  duals;  JD  2240;  2  -  JD  3-row  choppers  with  ^O""  "  "•  -^OO  hrs.  warranty  still  on  tractor.  Call 

off  bar  attachments;  J  &  L  Cane  Cutter  SI  5;  1  (^''Q)  229-4988. 
Tandem  Cane  Cart;  Rayne  Plane  Land  Level 


42  ft.  long;  2  -12  ft  Grader  Blades.  Contact  fqR  SALE:  1973  Diesel  Thompson  Harvester 

Grady  Dugas.  Call  (318)  845-4774.  ^ith  Caterpillar  Engine.  60  Series  Husky  Transfer 

Loader  on   1983  Ford  Truck  with  4  transfer 

FOR  SALE:  2  —  20  ft.  x  5  ft.  Planter's  Aides  —  wagons.  1 975  Allis  Chalmer  Diesel  1 85  Tractor, 

rebuilt  in  1986  —  excellent  condition  —  $2,450  Call  (504)  532-3948  or  (504)  532-3760. 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE  WITH  DON  WALLACE 


GATT  UPDATES 

Arthur  Dunkel,  Director-General  of 
the  GATT,  released  a  proposed  Uruguay 
Round  Agreement  on  December  20, 
1991.  The  Dunkel  text  calls  for  reduc- 
tion commitments  in  domestic  support, 
export  subsidies,  and  increased  market 
access  from  1993  through  1999  with 
negotiations  for  continuing  the  reform 
process  commencing  one  year  prior  to 
the  end  of  the  implementation  period. 

In  the  area  of  domestic  support, 
Dunkel  calls  for  a  unilateral  reduction 
of  all  domestic  support  programs  that 
have  trade  distortion  effects  by  20% 
(3.3%  annually)  using  the  years 
1986-1988  as  a  base  period.  In  the  area 
of  market  access,  ordinary  tariffs  and 
tariff  equivalents  would  be  reduced  by 
36%  (6%  annually),  and  there  would  be 
a  3-5%  minimum  increase  in  market  ac- 
cess between  1993  and  1999.  In  the  area 
of  export  subsidy,  Dunkel  proposes  a 
reduction  of  36%  in  dollar  outlays  and 
24%  in  volume  subsidized.  Developing 
countries  would  be  allowed  to  apply 
lower  rates  \n  all  three  areas,  only  if 
they  are  no  less  than  two-thirds  of  the 
rate  for  developed  countries. 

The  Trade  Negotiating  Committee 
reconvened  on  January  13  to  resume 
GATT  talks.  Sources  in  Geneva  say  that 
no  country  rejected  the  Dunkel  text 
outright,  however,  further  negotiations 
will  occur  as  many  countries  have  voiced 
problems  with  portions  of  the  Dunkel 
proposal.  Dunkel  hopes  to  conclude  the 
Round  by  mid- April.  The  next  deadline 
is  March  1  when  all  countries  are  ex- 
pected to  submit  their  commitments  in 
internal  support  reductions,  market  ac- 
cess and  export  subsidy  reductions. 

GATT  HEARING 

On   January   9,    1992,   the   House 


Agriculture  Committee  held  a  public 
hearing  to  review  the  current  status  of 
the  GATT  negotiations  in  light  of  the 
Dunkel  text.  The  Committee  heard 
testimony  from  Deputy  U.S.  Trade 
Representative  Julius  Katz  and  Deputy 
Under  Secretary  Richard  Crowder  on 
how  the  international  trade  proposal 
will  affect  U.S.  agricultural  policy.  In 
addition,  a  number  of  commodity 
groups'  spokesmen  testified,  including 
Mr.  Luther  Markwart,  Executive  Vice 
President  of  the  American  Sugarbeet 
Growers  Association,  on  behalf  of  the 
U.S.  Domestic  Sugar  Industry. 

In  his  testimony,  Mr.  Markwart 
outlined  concerns  the  Sugar  Industry 
has  in  the  areas  of  export  subsidies, 
domestic  supports,  market  access,  and 
special  treatment  for  developing  coun- 
tries. For  instance,  in  the  area  of 
domestic  supports,  the  text  proposes 
equal  percentage  cuts  from  unequal  sup- 
port levels.  This  practice  would  force 
supports  below  the  cost  of  production  for 
the  U.S.  producer  or  require  a  reduction 
in  production. 

During  the  question  period.  Con- 
gressional Committee  members 
reflected  the  growing  anxiety  in  U.S. 
agriculture  with  the  Uruguay  talks. 
Penetrating  questions  by  Committee 
Members,  particularly  Cotton,  Rice,  and 
Sugar  Subcommittee  Chairman  Jerry 
Huckaby  (D-LA)  elicited  an  admission 
from  Deputy  Under  Secretary  Crowder 
that,  under  the  Dunkel  proposal,  Japan 
would  not  be  required  to  accept  any  rice 
from  the  U.S. 

Recent  weeks  have  seen  agricultural 
groups,  heretofore  strongly  supportive  of 
the  GATT  negotiations,  voice  deep  con- 
cerns about  the  direction  of  the 
negotions. 

(Continued  on  page  15) 
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Farm  Financing  From 
Folics  Who  Understand. 

Sometimes  it's  hard  to  explain  —  to  someone  who 
doesn't  know  your  business  —  why  you  need  money  and 
how  you  plan  to  use  it. 

At  First  South  Production  Credit  Association  you  won't 
have  to  educate  our  loan  officers. 

They  understand  farming  and  they'll  tailor  a  financing 
package  to  fit  your  needs. 

We'll  help  you  buy  that 
new  tractor,  get  the  crop 
in  this  year,  make 
farm  improvements  or 
just  keep  the  cash  flow  flowing. 

Because  You  Deserve  It. 


DEAN  MARTIN 
Thibodaux 


Give  us  a  call. 


First  South 
Production  Credit 
Association 


ANDY  ANDOLSEK 
Thibodaux 


PATSY  CHAMPAGNE 
New  Iberia 


Landini  Tractors 
2  &  4  Wheel  Drive 
42  -  145  H.P. 
Low  or  High  Clearance 


M.  J.  NAQUIN,  INC 

A  G  POWER  &  MACHINERY 

205  ARMS  ST. 

THIBODAUX,  LOUISIANA  70301 

(504)  447-3296 


Mfg.  of  Sugar  Cane 
3-Row  Cultivators 
Dist.  of  Perkins  & 
Rolls  Royce 
Diesel  Engines 


Builders  of  quality  farm  equipment 
since  1884.  Our  tractors  are  sold  in 
Europe  and  most  major  countries  of 
the  world. 

Landini  offers  a  full  line  of 
Agricultural  Tractors  from  47  to  142 
HP  in  2  and  4  wheel  drive. 

Landini  offers  Specialty  Tractors 
with  options  to  suit  a  wide  range  of 
specialized  agricultural  needs. 

NARROW  VINEYARD;  LOW  PRO- 
FILE; HIGH  CLEARANCE;  MUDDER 
AND  AGRICULTURAL  CRAWLERS; 
are  all  available  to  the  Landini  dealer. 

With  the  world  famous  Perkins 
Engine  and  transmission  options  of 
Shuttle,  Creeper,  under  the  overdrive 
Landini  tractors  better  meet  the 
specialized  growers  needs. 
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FARM  NOTES  By  Dr.  Charley  Richard 


1991  CROP  YIELDS  AND  1992  OUTLOOK 
1991  RAINFALL  —  THANKS  TO  OUR  COOPERATORS 


The  final  figures  are  now  being 
reported  for  the  tonnage  that  was 
ground  during  the  1991  crop.  There 
were  some  7,940,000  gross  tons  of  sugar- 
cane ground  and  the  average  sugar 
recovery  should  approach  9.45%.  This 
would  provide  a  state  production  of  some 
750,000  tons  of  sugar.  At  first  glance 
someone  from  outside  the  industry 
might  think  that  this  is  a  very  good  level 
of  production  since  there  were  only  three 
previous  crops  in  Louisiana  which  pro- 
duced more  sugar  than  was  produced  in 
1991.  However,  the  acreage  that  was 
harvested  has  to  be  taken  into  account 
to  realize  that  yields  will  probably  fall 
to  some  25  gross  tons  per  acre.  The 
average  yield  of  the  10  years  prior  to  the 
freeze-affected  1990  crop  was  27.7  gross 
tons  of  cane  per  acre  indicating  that  the 
1991  crop  was  at  least  some  10%  lower 
than  this  recent  average  yield.  As  in- 
dicated in  previous  Sugar  Bulletin 
articles,  there  are  quite  a  number  of 
reasons  for  this  reduced  production. 
Among  them  are:  the  abnormally  large 
amount  of  rainfall  during  the  winter 
and  spring,  the  lack  of  cultivation,  the 
high  level  of  borer  infestation,  and  the 
early  freeze.  Although  many  of  the 
state's  growers  may  not  have  turned  a 
profit  on  this  crop,  one  way  to  look  at  it 
is  to  say  that  in  spite  of  all  these  highly 
unusual  conditions  the  industry  was 
still  able  to  produce  90%  of  its  10  year 
average  per  acre  yield.  This  does  not 
help  to  pay  the  higher  than  normal  costs 
associated  with  producing  this  crop  but 
it  does  indicate  why  this  part  of  the  state 
grows  sugarcane  and  not  some  other 
commodity.  It  is  the  one  crop  that  dur- 
ing our  200  year  history  has  shown  that 
it  can  tolerate  these  kinds  of  abnormal 


weather  conditions  and  still  allow  the 
grower  to  make  some  kind  of  yield. 
Sugarcane  has  been  good  to  Louisiana 
and  with  improved  weather  the  outlook 
for  the  coming  crop  is  good. 

At  the  present  time  there  has  been 
little  cold  weather  to  seriously  affect  the 
1992  crop.  This  is  good  especially  since 
there  are  still  many  flat  rows  from  the 
poor  cultivation  during  the  1991  crop. 
Few  eyes  under  the  ground  have  been 
lost  due  to  cold  weather.  Rainfall  for 
some  of  the  industry  during  the  last  two 
months  has  been  below  normal.  Cane 
stands  at  this  writing  on  January  10  are 
looking  very  good  for  this  time  of  year. 
One  has  reason  to  be  optimistic.  How- 
ever, at  this  time  one  year  ago  cane 
stands  were  also  good,  but  conditions 
deteriorated  from  there.  Given  better 
weather  with  the  crop  now  showing  in 
the  field,  the  industry  has  a  chance  to 
produce  a  much  better  crop  this  coming 
year. 

1991  RAINFALL 

Much  has  been  said  about  the  highly 
unusual  amount  of  rainfall  experienced 
this  year.  Figure  1  is  a  chart  of  rainfall 

(Continued  on  page  20) 
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The  Baton  Rouge  Line 

By  Tom  and  Linda  Spradley 


During  the  past  few  years,  en- 
vironmental issues  and  the  manner  in 
which  they  have  been  addressed  by  the 
Department  of  Environmental  Quality 
(DEQ)  have  been  a  concern  for  many  of 
you.  In  light  of  that  fact,  we  thought  you 
might  be  interested  in  learning  a  little 
bit  about  the  new  DEQ  Secretary  and 
his  thoughts  on  how  he  plans  to  run  the 
department. 

Many  of  you  will  recognize  the  name 
Kai  Midboe.  In  the  recent  election,  he 
was  an  unsuccessful  candidate  for  At- 
torney General.  He  left  a  New  Orleans- 
based  law  firm  when  he  ran  for  office. 

Kai  Midboe,  an  attorney,  was  named 
DEQ  Secretary  by  Governor  Edwards 
after  being  recommended  by  the  transi- 
tion team.  Midboe  is  not  a  stranger  to 
state  government.  He  was  deputy 
secretary  of  the  Department  of  Natural 
Resources  from  1988  to  1989  under 
former  Governor  Roemer,  and  he  was 
executive  assistant  to  former  Governor 
Treen  dealing  with  federal  and  en- 
vironmental affairs  from  1980-84. 

Additionally,  he  has  been  an  assis- 
tant attorney  general  and  director  of 
maritime  law  studies  at  the  LSU  Law 
Center. 

He  says  that  he  hopes  his  legacy  for 
the  Department  will  be  that  he  was  fair. 
That,  and  that  above  all,  seems  to  be  of 
great  importance  to  him,  and  was 
echoed  throughout  his  comments  in  a 
recent  meeting. 

Bill  Kucharski  will  be  the  deputy 
secretary.  Kucharski,  Midboe's  appoint- 
ment, is  an  engineer  who  has  worked  for 
some  time  in  the  private  sector.  Midboe 
thinks  that  they  will  work  well  together 
because  each  of  them  brings  different 
strengths  to  the  table;  Midboe  in  en- 


vironmental   law    and   Kucharski    in 
technical  matters. 

One  of  Midboe's  greatest  concerns  is 
the  DEQ  staff,  especially  those  person- 
nel in  permitting  and  enforcement.  He 
says  that,  currently,  the  average  staff 
person  in  those  areas  has  approximate- 
ly seven  months  experience  whereas 
four  years  ago  the  average  experience 
was  about  four  and  one-half  years. 
Needless  to  say,  this  has  led  to  some  pro- 
blems, the  main  one  being  that  the  turn- 
around time  for  new  and  renewed  per- 
mits is  inappropriate.  He  plans  to  ad- 
dress this  matter  as  soon  as  possible, 
perhaps  through  training  and  develop- 
ing career  patterns  in  an  attempt  to 
reduce  turnover. 

Midboe  says  that  he  has  not  formed 
any  plans  for  environmental  legislation 
in  the  upcoming  session  but  promises  to 
work  with  both  industry  and  en- 
vironmentalists in  formulating  legisla- 
tion. Inherent  in  this  promise  was  the 
pledge  that  he  would  not  introduce 
legislation  without  discussing  it  first 
with  those  whom  would  be  affected. 

Working  with  people  representing 
various  interests  was  another  point  that 
was  repeated  over  and  over.  He  says 
that  his  style  is  to  bring  people  of  all 
sides  to  the  table  in  an  effort  to  develop 
a  common  solution.  He  plans  to  call  or 
meet  with  the  other  department  heads 
in  an  effort  to  work  with  them  on  mat- 
ters that  affect  more  than  one  depart- 
ment. He  has  already  met  with  Commis- 
sioner of  Agriculture,  Bob  Odom. 

He  recognizes  that  regulations  have 
not  always  coincided  with  the  under- 
standing of  certain  parties  in  relation  to 

(Continued  on  page  16) 
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DISASTER  PAYMENT 
PROGRAM  ANNOUNCEMENT 

The  Agricultural  Stabilization  and  Conservation  Service  will  administer  a  crop 
disaster  assistance  program  to  compensate  eligible  producers  for  crop  losses  caused 
by  drought,  flood,  and  other  natural  disasters  in  either  1990  or  1991. 

Producers  with  crop  insurance  must  have  had  losses  greater  than  35%  to  be 
eligible.  Producers  without  crop  insurance  must  have  had  losses  greater  than  40%. 

Program  applications  may  be  filed  from  February  3  through  March  13  at  the 
Parish  ASCS  Offices. 

The  1990-91  crop  disaster  program  provides  cash  payments  for  production  losses 
on  participating  program  crops  of  wheat,  feed  grains,  upland  cotton,  extra  long 
staple  cotton,  and  rice;  nonparticipating  program  crops  of  peanuts,  soybeans, 
sunflowers,  sugar  beets,  sugarcane  and  tobacco;  and  all  commercial  nonprogram 
crops. 

Producers  who  intend  to  file  are  urged  to  begin  assembling  their  records  now, 
so  they  will  be  ready  when  the  sign-up  period  begins.  Plans  are  for  farmers  to 
receive  a  special  mailing  with  specific  information  on  the  program  in  January. 
If  the  producer  does  not  receive  the  disaster  program  information  in  the  mail  by 
February  3,  he  or  she  should  call  the  Parish  ASCS  Office. 

A  producer  may  not  file  on  one  crop  on  a  farm  for  one  year  and  a  different 
crop  on  the  same  farm  for  the  other.  However,  the  producer  may  request  benefits 
for  1990  on  one  farm  and  for  1991  on  another  farm. 

Disaster  payments  will  be  computed  according  to  the  1990  Farm  Bill.  Farmers 
eligible  for  payments  could  begin  receiving  payments  by  April  16.  Anyone  with 
questions  about  the  disaster  program  should  contact  their  Parish  ASCS  Office. 


Cane  Tractor  Parts 


New,  Used  and  Rebuilt  Hi  Crop 
and  Row  Crop  Tractor  Parts, 
Tires,  Rebuilt  Clutches,  Crank 
Shafts,  Injector  Pumps  and 
More.  Also  Any  Hard-To-Find 
Parts.  We  Buy  Farm  Equipment 
&  Salvage  Tractors. 


WANTED:  JD  &  l-H  Tractors  for  Parts. 
Any  Age  or  Condition. 


Toll  Free 
1-800-738-2263 
(318)  276-3453 
(318)  276-6230 

Hwy.  90 
Jeanerette,  LA 
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*************** 


* 

* 

* 
* 

WANTED: 

* 
* 

* 

* 

* 

INTERNATIONAL 

* 

* 

* 

* 

OR 

* 

* 

* 

* 

JOHN  DEERE 

* 

* 

* 

* 

HI-CROP  TRACTORS. 

* 

* 

* 

* 

ANY  AGE! 

* 

* 

* 

* 

ANY  CONDITION! 

* 

* 

* 

* 

CALL 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

1-800-738-2263. 

* 

* 

* 

* 

*************** 


ATTENTION 

ALLEE,  ALLEE  &  ALLEN 

Announces  Its 

Precision  Grading  Service 
Lazerplane  Equipped 

*  Better  drainage 

*  Better  weed  control 

*  Increase  acreage 

Also  Agent  for 
Spectro  Physics 
Laser  Plane  Sale 

St.  James,  Louisiana  70086 

(504)  265-3965 


ULTRA-COMMAND  POWERSHIFT 

170  PTO  HORSEPOWER 

16.9X28  R1  FRONT  TIRES 

20.8  X  38  R2  REAR  TIRES 

22V2  INCH  CROP  CLEARANCE 

WHISPER  QUIET  CAB 

3  YEAR  WARRANTY  •   NO  DEDUCTIBLE 

ASK  US  ABOUT 

LOW  INTEREST  FINANCING  FOR  60  MONTHS 

SPECIAL  FLEET  DISCOUNT 

BUY  NOW  AND  SAVE  BIG!! 


MODEL  8830 
FORD  TRACTOR 


1-800-969-0068 


M  &  L  INDUSTRIES  INC, 


1210  ST.  CHARLES  ST. 
3811  HWY.  90  EAST 
5810  AIRLINE  HWY. 


HOUMA,  LOUISIANA  70360  504/876-2280 

BROUSSARD,  LOUISIANA  70518  318/837-2763 

BATON  ROUGE,  LOUISIANA  70805       504/355-7716 
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ASSCT  Louisiana  Division  IVIeeting 

BATON  ROUGE  HILTON 
FEBRUARY  13-14,  1992 

PROGRAM 

Thursday,  February  13,  1992 
Morning  Session 

8:30  Registration  and  Coffee  —  Foyer 

10:30  Call  to  Order  -  Salon  1  &  2 

Jackie  Theriot,  President 

Business  Meeting  followed  by  Joint  Agriculture/Manufacturing 
Session 

Assessment  of  the  1991  freeze  from  the  agricultural  and 

manufacturing  point  of  view 
Dr.  Ben  Legendre  —  USDA-ARS  Sugarcane  Research  Unit,  Houma 
Jackie  Theriot  —  Manager  —  Breaux  Bridge  Sugar  Corp.,  Breaux 
Bridge 

11:30  Lunch 


Afternoon  Session 

12:45  Agricultural  Section  Program  —  Salon  1  &  2 

Dr.  Edward  Richard,  Chairman 

1:00  Those  Trailers  Contain  More  Than  Just  Sugar  —  John  Engolio, 

Cora  Texas  Mfg.  Co.,  Inc.  —  White  Castle 

1:10  What  Growers  Can  Do  To  Lower  Sediment  Contents  in  Delivered 

Cane 
Dr.  Charles  Richard  —  American  Sugarcane  League  —  Thibodaux 

1:30  Recycling  Mill  By-Products  on  Sugar  Cane  Fields 

Jackie  Judice  —  Sugarcane  Producer  —  New  Iberia 

1:50  Response  of  Sugarcane  Varieties  to  RSD 

Dr.  Mike  Grisham  —  USDA-ARS  Sugarcane  Research  Unit  —  Houma 

2:05  Sugarcane  Smut  —  It's  Back  —  Dr.  Jeff  Hoy  —  LSU  —  Baton  Rouge 

2:20  Coffee 

2:40-4:00      Panel  —  Problems  associated  with  the  Sugarcane  Borer  in  1991  — 
Have  We  Learned  Anything? 

(Continued  on  page  13) 
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2:40  Effects  of  the  Sugarcane  Borer  on  Sugar  Recovery 

Dr.  Bill  White  —  USDA-ARS  Sugarcane  Research  Unit  —  Houma 

3:00  Role  of  Cultural  Practice  in  the  Management  of  the  Sugarcane  Borer 

Dr.  Gene  Reagan  —  LSU  —  Baton  Rouge 

3:10  Problems  Encountered  by  Consultants 

Dr.  Calvin  Viator  —  Consultant  —  Teche  &  River  Parishes  — 
Thibodaux 

3:20  Application  Problems  and  Solutions 

Willie  Melancon  —  Air  Farm,  Inc.  —  Donaldsonville 

3:40  Questions  from  the  Audience 

4:00  Adjourn 

5:30  Attitude  Adjustment  —  Salon  3  &  4 

6:30  Banquet  -  Salon  1  &  2  c 

Guest  Speaker  —  To  be  announced 


Friday,  February  14,  1992 

Morning  Session 

8:30  Manufacturing  Section  Program  —  Salon  1  &  2 

C.  J.  Daigle,  Chairman 

8:35  Lubrication  for  the  Sugar  Mill 

Tom  H.  Lewis  —  Brooks  Technology  Co.  —  Ohio 

9:00  Pan  Floor  Operation  —  Planning  and  Recording 

William  Algu  —  Caldwell  Sugar  Cooperative  —  Thibodaux 

9:25  Dextran  Analysis  and  Consequences 

S.  J.  Clark  —  Audubon  Sugar  Institute  —  Baton  Rouge 

9:45  Coffee 

10:05  Top  Roll  Stationary  Flange  —  Will  Legendre  and  Jorge  LeBron 

Cajun  Sugar  Cooperative  —  New  Iberia 

10:25  Clarifier  and  Filter  Operations  —  Potential  Losses 

S.  J.  Clark,  Audubon  Sugar  Institute  —  Baton  Rouge 

10:45  Bagasse  Boiler  Performance  in  Louisiana 

Dr.  Harold  Birkett  -  LSU  -  Baton  Rouge 

11:05  (topic  to  be  selected) 

Manola  Garcia  —  St.  James  Sugar  Cooperative  —  St.  James 

Adjourn 
FEBRUARY  1,  1992  13 


IN  THE  FACTORY 

Stephen  J.  Clarke 

Audubon  Sugar  Institute 

Louisiana  Agricultural  Experiment  Station 


RAW  SUGAR  QUALITY 


Over  the  last  several  months  I  have 
spent  quite  some  time  reviewing  the 
subject  of  raw  sugar  quality  and  the 
background  to  the  quality  parameters 
that  are  important.  These  quality  fac- 
tors have  evolved  over  the  years  as  raw 
sugar  quality  has  improved  and  raw  and 
refinery  processes  have  changed.  Also, 
our  analytical  abilities  and  understand- 
ing of  the  effects  of  non-sugars  in  process 
have  improved  and  regulatory  con- 
straints have  become  more  severe. 

The  traditional  polarization  of  96  for 
raw  sugar  is  rarely  seen  now  but  still  re- 
mains in  the  calculations  used  for  fac- 
tory reports.  With  modern  raw  sugar 
factory  operating  conditions,  especially 
with  decent  quality  syrup,  decent  boil- 
ing house  practices  and  modern  cen- 
trifugals, it  would  be  difficult  to  achieve 
such  a  low  polarization.  In  some  im- 
ported sugar  low  polarization  values  are 
occasionally  handled  by  the  refiners  and 
one  refinery  process  manager  told  me 
that  he  had  considerable  problems 
recently  with  a  cargo  of  95.8 
polarization. 

Louisiana  raw  sugar  polarization 
averaged  98.4  for  the  crop  just  ended, 
with  a  high  of  98.8  and  a  low  of  97.9. 
These  are  much  higher  than  the  values 
given  in  a  report  by  Arthur  Keller  on 
the  1933  to  1935  crops.  The  average 
polarization  was  96.8  for  these  crops, 
with  a  high  of  98.3  and  a  low  of  93.7.  The 
prime  activity  of  the  refineries  is  the 
removal  of  non-sugars  and  the  polariza- 
tion data  show  that  sugar  currently  pro- 


duced has  only  about  half  the  non- 
sugars  of  the  older  sugar. 

The  situation  is,  of  course,  much 
more  complicated  than  just  the  quanti- 
ty of  non-sugars  and  the  various  non- 
sugars  can  behave  quite  differently  in 
the  refinery.  Further,  not  all  refinery 
processes  are  the  same  and  a  material 
that  could  cause  problems  with  a  par- 
ticular refinery  operation,  for  example, 
decolorization  with  bone-char,  may  not 
be  so  important  with  others. 

The  usual  quality  factors  for  raw 
sugar  (polarization,  color,  moisture,  ash, 
invert,  grain  size,  dextran,  etc.)  that  are 
involved  in  raw  sugar  contracts  are 
generic  and  are  usually  applied  irrespec- 
tive of  the  refinery  type.  It  is  desirable, 
however,  that  the  raw  sugar  producer  be 
familiar  with  the  specifics  of  the 
refinery.  A  simple  example  of  this  is  the 
use  of  sulfur  containing  decolorants 
such  as  sodium  hydrosulfite  in  the  raw 
factory  if  the  refinery  system  involves 
bone-char.  Significant  loss  of  capacity 
can  occur  due  to  the  formation  of 
calcium  sulfite  and  sulfate  from  the 
residual  sulfur  dioxide  in  the  sugar. 
Another  example  is  the  invert  level  in 
the  raw  sugar;  higher  levels  can  be 
tolerated  if  the  refinery  is  producing  soft 
brown  sugar. 

For  good  reason  the  primary  em- 
phasis of  the  raw  sugar  producer  is 
recovery  of  sugar  and  this  takes 
precedence  over  concern  about  the  ac- 
tual sugar  quality.  However,  the  two  are 
(Continued  on  page  18) 
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WASHINGTON   UPDATE  (Continued  from  page  6) 


In  a  briefing  on  January  8  for  the 
Senate  Agriculture  Committee  staff, 
representatives  from  all  major  U.S.  com- 
modity organizations  and  general  farm 
organizations,  including  the  American 
Farm  Bureau  Federation,  indicated 
disappointment  and  distress  about  the 
agricultural  portion  of  the  Dunkel  text. 
While  the  Administration  continues  to 
tout  the  Dunkel  text  as  a  ''basis  for  fur- 
ther negotiations,"  views  of  various 
Senate  staff  members  in  the  January  8 
briefing  indicated  major  changes  would 
have  to  be  made,  given  the  broad  opposi- 
tion expressed  by  U.S.  agriculture. 

Despite  this,  League  members 
should  continue  to  be  alert  to  GATT 
developments.  It  would  be  incorrect  to 
assume  that  dangers  from  GATT  for 
sugar  do  not  still  exist.  The  White  House 
remains  deeply  committed  to  the  con- 
clusion of  a  GATT  agreement.  The 
Washington  office  will  continue  to 
monitor  the  GATT  talks  and  keep 
League  members  informed. 

U.S.  AND  E.G.  SWEETENER 

REPRESENTATIVES  MEET 

IN  WASHINGTON 

Representatives  from  U.S. 
Sweetener  Industries  met  with 
representatives  from  the  International 
Confederation  of  European  Beet 
Growers  (CIBE)  on  January  6  and  7  in 
Washington,  D.C.  The  groups  ex- 
changed views  and  concerns  about  the 
Dunkel  text.  Discussions  were  initially 
begun  a  year  ago  when  U.S.  and  E.G. 
sweetener  representatives  met  in 
Europe  and  committed  to  one  another  to 
share  points  of  common  interest. 

FOLLOW-UP:  CCC  GRANTS 

REQUEST  FOR  EXTENSION 

OF  COMMENT  PERIOD 

On  December  23,  1991,  the  Com- 
modity Credit  Corporation  granted  the 


request  that  the  period  of  time  for  sub- 
mitting comments  on  the  proposed  rule 
setting  forth  proposed  regulations  for 
standby  marketing  allotments  on  sugar 
and  crystalline  fructose  be  extended  for 
30  days.  Thus,  all  comments  are  now  re- 
quired to  be  submitted  by  February  3, 
1992.  If  you  would  like  a  copy  of  the  com- 
ments submitted  by  the  ASCL,  please 
contact  the  office  in  Thibodaux. 


NAMASCO 

ANGLES,  BARS,  BEAMS,  CHANNELS, 
EXPANDED  METAL,  GRATING,  PIPE,  TUBING 


PLATES,  SHEETS,  COILS,  RESQUARED  BLANKS, 
HOT  ROLLED,  COLD  ROLLED,  GALVANIZED, 
PREPAINTED,  ALUMINUM,  AND  STAINLESS. 


SHEARING  —  SAWING 
FLAME  CUTTING  —  GALVANIZING 

Fabricating  cane  carts, 
wagons,  or  planters?? 

CALL  US  WE  DELIVER 

NEW  ORLEANS 

4501  N.  MIRO  ST.  •  P.O.  BOX  3368 

NEW  ORLEANS,  LA  70117-3368 

504-947-4215 

FAX:  504-948-7829 

NAT'L:  1-800-366-4215 


Liquid  Fertilizers 
For  Sugar  Cane 


OUACHITA 


FERTILIZER 


NEW  IBERIA,  LA.       (318)  367-8233 
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the  intent  of  the  corresponding  legisla- 
tion, and  is  seeking  a  way  to  reconcile 
the  two.  In  an  effort  to  simplify  the 
regulation  process,  Midboe  will  keep 
state  regs  consistent  with  federal  regs, 
whenever  possible.  Additionally,  he  is 
looking  into  the  possibility  of  publishing 
a  'preamble'  that  provides  a  list  of  the 
assistant  secretaries: 

Following  is  a  list  of  the  assistant 
secretaries: 

Office  of  Air  Quality  — 

Gustave  "Gus"  Von  Bodungen 
Legal  Affiars  &  Enforcement  — 

James  Thompson,  III 
Office  of  Solid  &  Hazardous  Waste 

—Glenn  Miller 
Office  of  Water  Resources  — 

J.  Dale  Givens 

If  you  have  any  questions  about  the 


material  in  this  column  or  any  other 
state  legislative  matter,  please  contact 
us. 


CroDDiate 


JEANERETTE,  LOUISIANA 

Highway  182,  West 

318/276-5051 


THIBODAUX,  LOUISIANA 

805  St.  Patrick  Highway 

504/447-4081 

NEW  ROADS,  LOUISIANA 

State  Highways  415  &  44 

Patin  Dyke  Road 

504/638-8343 
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WANT  ADS 

GET  RESULTS 


MODEL  1162-H 
FORD  COUNTY 
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HIGH  CLEARANCE 

6  CYLINDER  DIESEL  ENGINE 

127  HORSE  POWER 

11.00  X  16  FRONT  TIRES 

20.8  X  38  R2  REAR  TIRES 

9600  LB  LIFT  CAPACITY 

DELUXE  SEAT  %  ROLL  BAR 

35  INCH  CROP  CLEARANCE 

GEAR  TYPE  DROP  HOUSINGS 

ASK  ABOUT  OUR  SPECIAL 
PRICE  ON  DEMO  UNITS 


1-800-969-0068       priced  to  sell 
M  &  L  INDUSTRIES  INC. 


1210  ST.  CHARLES  ST. 
3811  HWY.  90  EAST 
5810  AIRLINE  HWY. 


HOUMA,  LOUISIANA  70360  504/876-2280 

BROUSSARD,  LOUISIANA  70518  318/837-2763 

BATON  ROUGE,  LOUISIANA  70805       504/355-7716 
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m)  Ff rst  National  Bank 


ofHouma 

MEMBER  FDIC 


CROP  LOANS 

EQUIPMENT  LOANS 

FARM  OWNERSHIP  LOANS 

We  at  First  National  Bank  ofHouma  in 
cooperation  with  Bank  of  Southwest 
Louisiana  are  ready  to  handle  your 
farm  borrowing  needs. 


Contact  Louis  "Spunky"  Routier 
(504)  868-1660 
1-800-259-3276 
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IN  THE  FACTORY 

not  compatible  if  the  raw  sugar  opera- 
tion is  run  well,  with  attention  to  the 
details  of  cane  quality,  clarification  and 
boiling  house  operations.  The  main 
problems  of  raw  sugar  quality 
associated  with  poor  cane  are  the  higher 
levels  of  polysaccharides  (especially  dex- 
tran)  an^  higher  color.  Work  in  South 
Africa  has  shown  that  the  principal 
determinant  of  raw  sugar  color  is  cane 
color.  Tops  and  trash  obviously  con- 
tribute to  this.  Enough  has  already  been 
said  about  dextran. 

The  two  process  stages  in  which 
removal  of  impurities  take  place  are 
clarification  and  crystallization.  Poor 
clarification  usually  leads  to  high  in- 
soluble solids  in  the  sugar  which  are 
mainly  a  contribution  to  the  ash.  With 
inferior  cane  and  low  quality  juices,  the 
relatively  poor  clarification  can  be  over- 
come with  a  secondary  clarification  pro- 


(Continued  from  page  14) 

cess  at  the  syrup  stage  and  this  is  to  be 
recommended  in  general  and  especially 
when  clarification  is  poor. 

Probably  the  most  important  factor 
in  the  production  of  good  quality  sugar 
is  the  choice  of  boiling  scheme  and  the 
ability  to  produce  even  crystals  free  of 
conglomerates.  Given  the  pressure 
under  which  most  boiling  houses 
operate,  especially  in  Louisiana,  this  is 
not  always  easy.  Very  high  quality 
sugar  can  be  produced  if  the  decision  is 
made  to  remelt  most,  if  not  all,  of  the  C- 
sugar  and  this  is  the  basis  for  production 
of  very  high  pol  sugar.  Such  systems 
may  sacrifice  some  recovery  and  also 
have  higher  steam  requirements. 

The  polarization  value  of  the  sugar 

is  often  increased  by  longer  washing  on 

the  centrifugals  but  this  is  doing  the 

work  of  the  refinery  affination  station. 

(Continued  on  page  19) 
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specializing  in 
Quality  Built  Spray  Units 


f 


m 


available  with  200  or  300 

gallon  tanks 

sturdy  3  point  Quick  Hitch 

Hydraulic  arms  with  brake 

away  design 

3  or  5  row  manifold 

PTO  or  hydraulic  pump 

uses  spraying  systems 

components 


Designed  specifically  for  the  sugar  farmer 

For  more  information  call 

(318)  394-4801      or     1-800-732-3787 
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IN  THE  FACTORY 

(Continued  from  page  18) 

With  good  reason  the  raw  sugar  quali- 
ty parameters  make  a  distinction  be- 
tween, for  example,  raw  and  affined 
sugar  color.  Increasing  the  wash  may 
well  improve  the  polarization  but,  if 
there  are  many  conglomerates,  not 
reduce  the  affined  color.  Proper  control 
of  the  crystallization  station  is  essential. 
As  with  other  aspects  of  good  factory 
control,  the  acquisition  and  evaluation 
of  good  analytical  data  for  raw  sugar  by 
the  factory  laboratory  on  a  regular  basis 
is  essential.  Relying  on  refinery  data  ob- 
tained several  days  or  weeks  after  the 
sugar  is  produced  is  unsatisfactory  for 
optimization  of  the  process. 


Tell  Them  You  Saw  It  In 
THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN 


Rock  Solid. 
Market  Wise. 

Armed  with  the  resources  to  help  you, 
no  matter  what  the  investment  climate. 

n  Retirement,  profit  sharing 

&  pension  plans 
n  Insured  certificates  of  deposit 
n  Corporate  &  business  cash  management 
O  Tax  free  municipal  bonds 
□  Government  securities 
O  Personal  financial  planning 
d  Common  &  preferred  stock. 
0  Mutual  funds 

Andy  Schmitz,  Financial  Advisor 

201  Rue  Iberville,  Lafayette,  LA  70508 

318-233-0400  or  800-255-3125 

Prudential  Securities  (^ 

"~  Incorporated"  """^ 


GOODYEAR 


SPECIAL 
SURE-GRIP  TD-8 


GOODYEAR  TIRES  FOR 
YOUR  CAR,  TRUCK,  FARM 
OR  OFF  HWY.  EQUIPMENT 


NOBODY  FITS  YOU 
UKk:  GOODYEAR 


•  24  HR.  ROAD  SERVICE 

•  COMPLETE  AUTOMOTIVE 
CERTIFIED  SERVICE 

•  TRUCK  TIRE  BALANCE 
AND  ALIGNMENT 


SUPER  TRACTION  •  SUPER  STRENGTH 


OIENERAL  ELECTRIC 
AUTHORIZED  DEALER 


7:30  AM  -  6:00  PM  MON.  -  FRI. 
7:30  AM  -  1 :00  PM  SAT 
1203  ST.  PATRICK  HWY 
THIBODAUX 

YOUR  ON  FARM  SERVICE  SPECIAUST 


STOP 


GOODYEAR  AUTO  SERVICE  CENTER 
1  ■800-256-1 269        (504)  447-2696 
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FARM  NOTES 


(Continued  from  page  8) 


recorded  at  the  League  Office  in 
Thibodaux  and  indicates  the  monthly 
distribution  of  this  record  breaking  year 
while  comparing  each  month's  total  to 
the  historical  average  for  that  month. 
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e  1.  .Rainfall  by  month  In  1991  at 
American  Sugar  Cane  League  Office  In 
5daux,  Louisiana. 

One  can  easily  see  that  rainfall  from 
January  through  July  was  much  higher 
than  normal.  Records  indicate  that  this 
seven  months  of  rainfall  was  some  220% 
more  than  normal.  However,  as  is  usual- 
ly the  case  mother  nature  tries  to  make 
up  for  differences  from  the  norm  and  the 
August  through  December  rainfall  was 
only  80%  of  normal.  For  the  12  months 
of  1991,  the  rainfall  amounted  to  101.25 
inches  at  our  office  in  Thibodaux  which 
is  160%  more  than  the  normal  for  the 
southeastern  portion  of  the  state. 

The  harvest  season  of  October 
through  December  amounted  to  only 
8.42  inches  of  rain  which  is  only  65%  of 
normal  and  the  months  of  November 
and  December  were  two  of  the  driest  on 
record  in  Thibodaux.  Some  areas  of  the 


cane  belt  received  more  rain  than  the 
League  Office  but  here  1.66  inches  were 
recorded  in  November  and  the  same  in 
December.  It  is  hoped  that  this  rainfall 
pattern  straightens  out  and  the  cane 
belt  can  experience  something  closer  to 
normal. 

THANKS  TO  OUR  COOPERATORS 

Once  again,  we  on  the  League  Staff, 
on  behalf  of  the  rest  of  the  industry, 
would  like  to  extend  our  appreciation  to 
the  many  growers  and  processors  who 
give  of  their  time,  cane,  land,  equipment 
and  dollars  to  make  the  research  pro- 
gram that  is  so  important  to  this  in- 
dustry the  efficient  program  that  it  is. 
Without  your  help  and  effort,  there  is  no 
way  that  research  could  be  conducted  as 
efficiently  nor  as  inexpensively  as  it  is 
now  done.  Our  hats  off  to  each  and  every 
one  of  the  many  throughout  this  in- 
dustry who  participate  with  all  of  the 
researchers  whether  they  are  on  the 
League  Staff,  with  Louisiana  State 
University,  with  the  U.S.  Department  of 
Agriculture,  or  with  one  of  numerous 
other  researchers  who  gather  and  pro- 
vide valuable  research  data  for  this  in- 
dustry. It  is  only  through  research  and 
the  implementation  of  these  new 
technologies  that  our  industry  will  be 
able  to  compete  in  the  global  market 
that  we  now  find  ourselves  in.  We  must 
continue  to  find  ways  to  make  this  in- 
dustry as  efficient  as  possible  and  it  is 
only  through  the  efforts  of  those  of  you 
who  participate  with  researchers  that  it 
will  be  accomplished  in  a  most  effective 
manner.  Thanks  for  a  job  well  done. 
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After  three  years, 
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MAGNUM  warranty. 
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Five  years  or  5,000  hours.  That's 
the  coverage  you  get— at  no  extra 
charge— on  every  new  MAGNUM" 
tractor.  In  fact,  it's  the  same 
warranty*  that  covers  every 
MAGNUM  tractor  ever  built. 

And,  while  the  competition 
offers  an  occasional  free  warranty. 


they  haven't  put  it  on  every 
tractor.  Besides,  only  MAGNUM's 
5-year/5000-hour  warranty  can  be 
fully  transferred  without  a  fee. 
That  gives  the  MAGNUM  tractor's 
already  high  resale  value  another 
boost.  And  it  gives  you  another 
good  reason  to  buy. 


See  us  today  about  an  on-farm 
demonstration.  Once  you  work 
one,  you'll  understand  why 
MAGNUM  means  more  than  ever. 
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own  manufdtlurers'  warranties  A  J2(X) deductible 
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UP  FRONT 
WITH  THE  LEAGUE 

By  P.  J.  deGravelles,  Jr, 

The  Sixty-Ninth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  was 
held  on  Wednesday,  February  26, 1992  in  Thibodaux,  Louisiana.  President  Daniel 
Viator  presided  at  the  meeting. 

The  following  were  elected  to  the  Board  of  Directors  for  the  year  beginning 
February  26,  1992. 


Bryan  Allain,  Jeanerette 
J.  G.  "Joe"  Beaud,  Jr.,  New  Roads 
Branan  "Bert"  Beyt,  Jeanerette 
Michael  Billeaud,  St.  Martinville 
Ramon  Billeaud,  New  Orleans 
Felix  "Gus"  Blanchard,  New  Iberia 
Ronald  Blanchard,  Napoleonville 
F.  Neal  Bolton,  St.  James 
Patrick  Cancienne,  Belle  Rose 
Lawrence  Dugas,  New  Iberia 
Dan  Duplantis,  Raceland 
John  F.  Gay,  Plaquemine 
Ronald  Gonsoulin,  New  Iberia 
Francis  Graugnard,  Edgard 
Warren  Harang,  III,  Donaldsonville 
Jackie  Judice,  New  Iberia 
Robert  "Bobby"  Judice,  Jr.,  Franklin 
Roger  Kahao,  Port  Allen 
Melvin  Landry,  New  Iberia 
A.  J.  "Brother  LeBourgeois,  Baldwin 


Irving  E.  Legendre,  Jr.,  Thibodaux 
D.  C.  Mattingly,  Paincourtville 
Jerome  "Jerry"  McKee,  Thibodaux 
Leonard  Oncale,  Gheens 
William  S.  Patout,  III,  Jeanerette 
Kenneth  Peltier,  Thibodaux 
Stanley  Pipes,  Franklin 
R.  L.  "Bobby"  Roane,  Jeanerette 
Howard  Robichaux,  Labadieville 
Raphael  Rodriguez,  Franklin 
Mel  Schudmak,  White  Castle 
Frank  Sotile,  Donaldsonville 
David  Stewart,  Lakeland 
Roland  Talbot,  Thibodaux 
Jackie  Theriot,  Breaux  Bridge 
Charles  Thibaut,  Donaldsonville 
Glenn  Timmons,  Brusly 
Carlton  Townsend,  Bunkie 
Daniel  Viator,  Youngsville 
Eugene  Woods,  Paincourtville 


Reports  to  the  membership  were  given  by  the  chairmen  of  the  Environmen- 
tal, Finance,  Legislative,  and  Research  Committees. 

At  the  Board  of  Directors  meeting,  the  following  were  elected  to  serve  as  of- 
ficers for  the  ensuing  year: 

Daniel  Viator,  PhD.,  President 

Branan  Beyt,  Vice-President 

P.  J.  "Pete"  deGravelles,  Vice-President  -  General  Manager 

Don  Wallace,  Vice-President  -  Government  Relations 

Roland  Talbot,  Treasurer 

Irving  E.  Legendre,  Jr.,  Secretary 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE  WITH  DON  WALLACE 


COMMENTS  SUBMITTED  ON 

PROPOSED  RULE  FOR 
MARKETING  ALLOTMENTS 

Sugar  associations  from  the  cane 
producing  states,  Louisiana,  Texas, 
Hawaii  and  Florida,  along  with  the  U.S. 
Cane  Refiners  Association  submitted 
comments  on  February  3,  on  the  pro- 
posed rule  for  "Sugar  and  Crystalline 
Fructose  Marketing  Allotments  Regula- 
tions for  Fiscal  Years  1992  through 
1996."  Cotton,  Rice  and  Sugar  Subcom- 
mittee Committee  Chairman  Jerry 
Huckaby  and  Ranking  Majority 
Member  Bill  Emerson  also  submitted  a 
letter  to  USD  A.  The  standby  marketing 
allotments  were  included  in  the  1990 
farm  bill  to  ensure  (1)  that  imports  will 
be  maintained  at  a  minimum  level  of  at 
least  1,250,000  tons  and  (2)  that  there 
will  be  no  further  loss  of  cane  sugar 
refining  capacity.  This  section  of  the 
farm  bill  gives  the  Secretary  of 
Agriculture  the  authority  to  impose  a 
system  of  domestic  marketing  controls 
for  U.S.  sugar  cane  and  sugar  beets.  Sec- 
tion 522(b)  of  the  proposed  rule  requires 
the  imposition  of  proportionate  shares  in 
a  state  having  over  250  sugar  cane  pro- 
ducers when  marketing  controls  all  in 
effect.  In  both  letters  it  was  stressed  that 
in  the  state  of  Louisiana,  if  propor- 
tionate shares  are  implemented,  pro- 
ducers will  face  economic  hardships  as 
well  as  the  impossible  task  of  disposing 
of  the  cane  that  they  are  prohibited  from 
harvesting.  The  letter  proposed  in- 
cluding a  provision  waiving  penalties 
for  the  harvesting  of  excess  acreage  if 
the  sugar  produced  from  such  excess  is 
not  marketed  during  the  fiscal  year  in 
which  the  proportionate  shares  are  in  ef- 
fect. Such  a  waiver  would  not  allow  the 
marketing  of  sugar  in  excess  of  the 
allotments. 


GATT  DEBATE  CONTINUES 

E.C.'s  Chief  Trade  Negotiator  Hugo 
Paemen  and  head  of  the  E.C.  Commis- 
sion's agriculture  division  Guy  Legras 
will  meet  with  their  U.S.  counterparts, 
Deputy  U.S.  Trade  Representative 
Julius  Katz  and  Under  Secretary  of 
Agriculture  for  International  Affairs 
Richard  Crowder  in  Washington.  These 
bilateral  talks  are  an  effort  to  break  the 
impasse  between  the  E.C.  and  the  U.S. 
in  the  Agriculture  section  of  the  GATT 
negotiations.  Meanwhile,  the  G-8  coun- 
tries are  meeting  in  Geneva  and  are  still 
examining  the  Dunkel  text  on  the 
technical  level.  The  deadline  for  coun- 
tries to  submit  their  commitment 
schedules  on  internal  supports,  market 
access  and  export  subsidies  is  March  1, 
and  countries  are  to  use  the  month  of 
March  to  examine  each  others  schedules 
and  engage  in  market  access  negotia- 
tions. The  deadline  for  that  exercise  is 
March  31,  and  GATT  Director  General 
Dunkel  is  still  standing  by  the  target 
date  of  April  19  for  a  successful  comple- 
tion of  the  GATT  negotiations.  Coun- 
tries like  Japan,  the  Nordics,  the  E.C. 
and  Korea  are  preparing  their  preferred 
changes  to  the  exisiting  Dunkel  text 
hoping  to  influence  their  trading  part- 
ners in  the  process. 

WASHINGTON  SUGAR 

REPRESENTATIVES  MEET  WITH 

EUROPEAN  SUGAR 

FEDERATION  OFFICIAL 

Representatives  from  the  various 
sugar  organizations  in  Washington  will 
meet  with  Daniel  Gueguen,  General 
Director  of  the  European  Sugar  Federa- 
tion. The  CEFA  is  the  trade  organiza- 
tion of  the  European  sugar  beet  pro- 
cessors. Mr.  Gueguen  is  widely  recog- 
(Continued  on  page  10) 
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FARM  NOTES  By  Dr.  Charley  Richard 


HARVESTING  EFFICIENCY 


At  the  February  meeting  of  the 
American  Society  of  Sugar  Cane 
Technologists,  this  author  presented  a 
paper  on  ways  that  growers  could  work 
to  lower  mud  content  in  delivered  cane. 
Most  of  the  material  for  this  paper  had 
been  collected  by  League  Agronomists 
Windell  Jackson  and  Herman  Wagues- 
pack,  Jr.  from  several  mills  which  pro- 
vided sediment  data  from  their  core 
labs.  No  one  specific  brand  of  machinery 
was  singled  out  but  rather  concepts, 
practices  and  types  of  harvesting  and 
loading  equipment  were  noted. 

Current  available  equipment  was 
highlighted  with  the  two  row  harvester 
and  the  most  improved  row  away 
mechanical  piling  loader  being  com- 
pared to  other  harvesting  and  loading 
systems.  Generally  speaking,  single  row 
harvesters  and  single  row,  push  piling 
loaders  gave  the  highest  sediment 
readings  as  a  percentage  of  the  mill 
average  while  two  row  harvesters  and 
row  away,  mechanical  piling  loaders 
gave  the  lowest  sediment  readings. 

It  was  shown  that  among  four  mills 
with  a  total  of  115  harvesting  units,  two 
row  harvesters  gave  lower  sediment 
results  than  single  row  harvesters, 
mechanical  pilers  gave  lower  sediment 
than  push  pilers,  and  row  away  loaders 
gave  lower  sediment  than  single  row 
loaders.  This  data  is  represented  in  the 
accompanying  graph  which  shows  the 
sediment  value  for  four  groups  of 
growers  as  a  percentage  of  the  mill 
average.  It  must  be  understood  that 
each  equipment  group  had  different 
numbers  of  growers  in  them.  The  group 
of  growers  with  single  row  harvesters 
and  with  single  row,  push  piling  loaders 
(1-lP)  gave  the  highest  sediment 
readings  with  128%  of  the  mill  average. 


The  group  of  growers  with  single  row 
harvesters  and  with  single  row, 
mechanical  piling  loaders  (1-lM)  gave 
sediment  values  of  112%  of  the  mill 
average.  This  was  an  improvement  over 


130 


% 


1991  SEDIMENT 
4  Mills 


115  hrv.  units 


70 


I  I  rn 


1-1P 


1-1M         2-1M 
%  of  mill  avg. 


2-2M 


single  row  harvesters  with  push  pilers 
but  was  still  above  the  mill  average  and 
considerably  higher  than  the  growers 
with  two  row  harvesters.  The  group  of 
growers  with  two  row  harvesters  and 
single  row,  mechanical  piling  loaders 
(2-lM)  gave  the  third  lowest  sediment 
values  at  only  88%  of  the  mill  average 
showing  an  improvement  over  those 
growers  with  single  row  harvesters.  The 
final  group  of  growers  had  both  a  two 
row  harvester  and  a  row  away, 
mechanical  piling  loader  (2-2M)  and  had 
sediment  values  of  only  77%  of  the  mill 
average.  This  graph  would  indicate  im- 
provement as  each  successive  piece  of 
equipment  is  added. 

(Continued  on  page  12) 
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(k) First  National  Bank 

^■^  of  Houma 

MEMBER  FDIC 

CROP  LOANS 

EQUIPMENT  LOANS 

FARM  OWNERSHIP  LOANS 

We  at  First  National  Bank  of  Houma  in 
cooperation  with  Bank  of  Southwest 
Louisiana  are  ready  to  handle  your 
farm  borrowing  needs. 


Contact  Louis  "Spunky"  Routier 
(504)  868-1660 
1-800-259-3276 
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IN  THE  FACTORY 

Stephen  J.  Clarke 

Audubon  Sugar  Institute 

Louisiana  Agricultural  Experiment  Station 


NEW  TECHNOLOGY  DEVELOPMENT 


I  am  in  the  middle  of  reading  "Peril 
and  Promise",  a  commentary  on  the  cur- 
rent state  of  this  country  by  John 
Chancellor.  Although  there  is  nothing 
dramatically  new  in  this  book,  it  does 
clearly  focus  on  problems  connected 
with  technological  development  and  ap- 
plication of  scientific  research.  Many  of 
these  considerations  have  application  to 
the  sugar  industry  and  especially  to  the 
cane  industry  with  which  I  am  more 
familiar. 

Most  Louisiana  mills  are  upgrading 
their  operations  to  improve  throughput 
and  efficiency.  This  type  of  improvement 
can  be  described  in  two  ways  —  first,  in- 
crease in  size  of  standard  equipment  or 
additional  equipment  or,  second,  ap- 
plication of  new  technology.  In  the  first 
category  can  be  included  conventional 
mills,  filters,  vacuum  pans  and  evap- 
orators, including  pre-evaporators,  etc.. 
In  the  second  category  I  would  include 
any  technology  which  is  new  to  the  local 
industry,  namely,  heavy  duty  shredders, 
high  performance  feed  rolls,  short  reten- 
tion time  clarifiers,  continuous  vacuum 
pans  and  vertical  crystallizers.  This  is 
not  an  exhaustive  list  but  it  is  note- 
worthy that  these  important  develop- 
ments have  come  from  other  countries. 
All  of  them  are  applied  in  the  standard 
unit  operations  that  are  involved  in  con- 
version of  sugar  cane  to  raw  sugar  and 
do  so  with  greater  efficiency.  The  work 
that  is  required  before  such  advances 
can  be  applied  commercially  is  very  ex- 
pensive, especially  in  the  final  stages 


when  prototype  equipment  is  being 
built.  Only  industries  with  major 
resources  or  with  government  assistance 
can  support  some  of  these  developments. 

The  domestic  sugarcane  industry  is 
comprised  of  many  fairly  small  com- 
panies which,  although  well  operated 
and  profitable,  cannot  individually  sup- 
port major  equipment  development.  Ex- 
cept for  process  modifications  which  in- 
volve only  minor  changes,  such  as  in 
chemical  treatment  systems,  any  factory 
improvement  costs  are  almost  in- 
variably high.  For  a  small  company  to 
undertake  any  major  capital  develop- 
ment, it  has  to  be  certain  of  success. 

The  research  leading  to  new  tech- 
nologies is  usually  slovv^  and,  even  if 
technologically  sound,  may  not  be  put 
into  operation  for  economic  reasons. 
Research  activities  may  be  separated  in- 
to basic  research  and  applied  or  goal- 
oriented  research.  Basic  research, 
described  by  one  of  the  leading  research 
engineers  of  the  century  as  "what  I  am 
doing  when  I  don't  know  what  I  am  do- 
ing", is  the  attempt  to  more  clearly 
understand  the  world  around  us,  with- 
out any  specific  purpose  other  than  in- 
creased knowledge.  The  activities  of 
those  of  us  in  sugar  industry  operations 
research  and  development  are  more  tied 
to  specific  aims,  such  as  improved 
purification  systems,  but  these  may  still 
require  quite  basic  investigations  of  the 
properties  of  the  materials  involved. 
Research  usually  begins  with  an  idea  for 
(Continued  on  page  14) 
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FOR  SALE:  Int'l;  8440  JD;  2940  Front-wheel  assist  JD.  Call  (318)  364-8903  day, 
(318)  365-5036  night. 

WANTED:  International  or  John  Deere  Hi-Crop  Tractors.  Any  age!  Any  condi- 
tion! Call  1-800-738-2263. 


FOR  SALE:  Hi-clearance  JD  4430  Power  Shift;  JD  4230;  JD  4020;  JD  2240; 
Int'l  1066;  2  —  JD  3-row  choppers  with  off  bar  attachments;  2  Grader  Blades 
12  ft.  wide  on  wheels;  1  Tandem  Cane  Cart;  1  Rayne  Plane  Land  Level  —  42 
ft.  long;  1  —  14  ft.  Chisel  Plow;  1  —  Int's  110  3-Row  Trip  Bottom  Plow;  1  — 
JD  6-Row  Hipper;  2  —  JD  1630  Discs.  Contact  Grady  Dugas.  Call  (318) 
845-4774. 

FOR  SALE:  2  —  20  ft.  x  5  ft.  Planter's  Aides  —  rebuilt  in  1986  —  excellent 
condition  —  $2,450  each.  Call  Malcolm  O.  Landry  (318)  276-6810. 


WANTED:  Land  Leveler  in  good  condition.  1 ,000  gal.  Water  Tank.  Call  Malcolm 
O.  Landry  (318)  276-6810. 


FOR  SALE:  Tractor  Mounted  Thompson  Hercules  Cane  Loader  on  Allis 
Chalmer;  D-1 9  Tractor  —  Good  Condition.  $6,000  or  Best  Offer!  Call  John  Falcon 
at  (504)  473-7169  or  (504)  473-6162. 


FOR  SALE:  4  Cane  Carts  —  Double  Axle  12.5-13.5  Tons  Capacity;  Dump 
Wagons,  New  Grader  Tires.  Call  Steve  at  627-5079  or  (504)  627-5997. 


FOR  SALE:  Single  Row  J-L  Model  F-5  Cotter  Choppers;  2  Pairs  of  Wagons. 
Call  (318)  836-9892. 

FOR  SALE:  1  —  1983  Model  4850  John  Deere  Tractor  with  Cab  &  Air  —  Ex- 
cellent Condition  —  $30,000;  1  —  1981  Model  8640  John  Deere  with  Cab  & 
Air  —  3255  Hours  —  $25,000;  1—1984  MFD  Cash  IH  Tractor  with  Cab  &  Air. 
Call  (504)  447-3776  —  Ask  for  Harold. 


FOR  SALE:  1973  Diesel  Thompson  Harvester  with  Caterpillar  Engine;  60  Series 
Husky  Transfer  Loader  on  1983  Ford  Truck  with  4  transfer  wagons;  1975  Allis 
Chalmer  Diesel  185  Tractor.  Call  (504)  532-3948  or  (504)  532-3760. 


FOR  SALE:  2  —  19V2  ft.  IH  Do-alls;  JD  17  ft.  Model  30;  Disc  Harrows.  Call 
(318)276-3453. 


FOR  SALE:  1  Small  Case  Tractor  —  $1 ,750.00;  1  Small  Chopper  —  $250.00; 
Bushhog  —  $350.00;  Allis  Chalmers  D17  Tractor  —  $2,250.00.  Call  Erne 
Plessala  (318)  229-4971. 
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WASHINGTON   UPDATE  (Continued  from  page  5) 


nized  for  his  knowledge  of  the  sugar  in- 
dustry in  Europe,  the  Communities 
Common  Agricultural  Policy  and  inter- 
national sugar  trade.  The  meeting  is  be- 
ing held  to  exchange  views  and  to 
discuss  opportunities  for  mutual 
cooperation  regarding  the  on-going 
Uruguay  Round  GATT  negotiations. 


USDA  TO  ISSUE  MONTHLY 
ESTIMATES  ON  SUGAR 
SUPPLY  AND  DEMAND 

USDA  will  begin  issuing  monthly 
instead  of  quarterly  supply  and  demand 
estimates  for  U.S.  sugar  effective  March 
11,  1992.  This  change  is  in  response  to 
the  industries  interest  in  more  frequent 
release  of  sugar  information  and  will 
provide  the  public  with  more  timely  in- 
formation on  the  sugar  situation.  USDA 
will  forecast  supply  and  use  of  sugar  for 


fiscal  years  beginning  October  1, 
reported  in  short  tons  on  a  "raw-value" 
basis.  Total  supply  of  sugar  is  defined  as 
beginning  stocks  plus  production  and 
imports,  while  total  use  adds  up  domes- 
tic deliveries,  exports,  miscellaneous 
uses  and  ending  stocks. 

USDA  RELEASES  CROP 
PRODUCTION  REPORT 

The  1991  production  of  sugarcane 
for  sugar  and  seed  is  forecast  at  30.3 
million  tons.  This  is  unchanged  from  the 
last  forecast  released  in  mid-January, 
but  8  percent  above  the  1990  output. 
The  Florida  forecast  was  evaluated  and 
resulted  in  no  change  in  production.  The 
forecasts  for  Hawaii,  Louisiana,  and 
Texas  were  carried  forward  from  earlier 
forecast.  Estimates  by  state  are  shown 
on  next  page. 

(SEE  CHART,  Page  11) 


Landini  Tractors 
2  &  4  Wheel  Drive 
42-  145  H.P. 
Low  or  High  Clearance 


M.  J.  NAQUIN,  INC 

A  G  POWER  &  MACHINERY 

205  ARMS  ST. 

THIBODAUX,  LOUISIANA  70301 

(504)  447-3296 


Mfg.  of  Sugar  Cane 
3-Row  Cultivators 
Dist.  of  Perkins  & 
Rolls  Royce 
Diesel  Engines 


Builders  of  quality  farm  equipment 
since  1884.  Our  tractors  are  sold  in 
Europe  and  most  major  countries  of 
the  world. 

Landini  offers  a  full  line  of 
Agricultural  Tractors  from  47  to  142 
HP  in  2  and  4  wheel  drive. 

Landini  offers  Specialty  Tractors 
with  options  to  suit  a  wide  range  of 
specialized  agricultural  needs. 

NARROW  VINEYARD;  LOW  PRO- 
FILE; HIGH  CLEARANCE;  MUDDER 
AND  AGRICULTURAL  CRAWLERS; 
are  all  available  to  the  Landini  dealer. 

With  the  world  famous  Perkins 
Engine  and  transmission  options  of 
Shuttle,  Creeper,  under  the  overdrive 
Landini  tractors  better  meet  the 
specialized  growers  needs. 
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SUGARCANE:  AREA  HARVESTED, 

YIELD,  AND  PRODUCTION, 

BY  USE,  STATE  AND  UNITED  STATES,  1989-91 

USE 

AND 

STATE 

AREA  HARVESTED 

YIELD  1 

PRODUCTION 

1 

1990 

1991 

1990 

1991 

1989 

1990 

1991 

-  1,000  ACRES  - 

-  TONS  - 

— 

1,000  TONS 

— 

FOR  SUGAR 

FL 

419.0 

429.0 

35.5 

34.3 

12,717 

14,874 

14,715 

HI  2 

72.0 

66.5 

90.8 

87.3 

7,082 

6,538 

5,805 

LA  2 

201.0 

321.0 

20.6 

23.0 

7,440 

4,150 

7,383 

TX2 

34.4 

34.9 

26.5 

31.5 

830 

913 

1,099 

US 

726.4 

851.4 

36.4 

34.1 

28,069 

26,475 

29,002 

FOR  SEED 

FL 

15.0 

14.0 

35.5 

34.3 

471 

533 

480 

HI  2 

7.0 

7.5 

26.4 

25.2 

195 

185 

189 

LA  2 

44.0 

24.0 

20.6 

23.0 

643 

906 

552 

TX2 

1.8 

1.7 

20.6 

20.0 

48 

37 

34 

US 

67.8 

47.2 

24.5 

26.6 

1,357 

1,661 

1,255 

FOR  SUGAR 

AND  SEED 

FL 

434.0 

443.0 

35.5 

34.3 

13,188 

15,407 

15,195 

HI  2 

79.0 

74.0 

85.1 

81.0 

7,277 

6,723 

5,994 

LA  2 

245.0 

345.0 

20.6 

23.0 

8,083 

5,056 

7,935 

TX2 

36.2 

36.6 

26.2 

31.0 

878 

950 

1,133 

U  S 

794.2 

898.6 

35.4 

33.7 

29,426 

28,136 

30,257 

1  NET  TONS 

2  CURRENT  ESTIMATES  CARRIED  FORWARD  FROM  EARLIER  FORECAST. 


WANTED:  JD  &  l-H  Tractors  for  Parts 
Any  Age  or  Condition. 


New,  Used  and  Rebuilt  Hi  Crop  and  Row 
Crop  Tractor  Parts,  Tires,  Rebuilt  Clutches, 
Crank  Shafts,  Injector  Pumps  and  More. 
Also  Any  Hard-To-Find  Parts.  We  Buy 
Farm  Equipment  &  Salvage  Tractors. 


Toll  Free 
1-800-738-2263 
(318)  276-3453 
(318)  276-6230 


Cane  Tractor  Parts 


Hwy.  90 
Jeanerette,  LA 
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FARM  NOTES 

While  these  differences  in  sediment 
values  between  groups  of  growers  with 
various  equipment  combinations  were 
evident  in  the  graph,  there  were  some 
exceptions  among  the  data  received 
from  other  mills.  Exceptions  were  pro- 
bably due  to  management  and  the 
failure  or  inefficiency  of  certain  pieces 
of  equipment  in  the  system.  In  certain 
cases  it  was  noted  that  two  row  har- 
vesters and  row  away  loaders  were  not 
the  lowest  sediment  group  as  a  percent- 
age of  the  mill  average  while  in  other 
cases  the  single  row  harvester  and 
single  row,  push  piling  loader  was  the 
lowest  sediment  group.  The  conclusion 
that  might  be  reached  from  this  data  is 
that  equipment  alone  may  not  produce 
the  desired  results.  Management  can 
make  good  equipment  produce  poorly  or 
can  make  less  than  the  best  equipment 


Rock  Solid. 
Market  Wise. 

Armed  with  the  resources  to  help  you, 
no  matter  what  the  investment  climate. 

n  Retirement,  profit  sharing 

&  pension  plans 
n  Insured  certificates  of  deposit 
n  Corporate  &  business  cash  management 
n  Tax  free  municipal  bonds 
n  Government  securities 
O  Personal  financial  planning 
O  Common  &  preferred  stock. 
n  Mutual  funds 

Andy  Schmitz,  Financial  Advisor 

201  Rue  Iberville,  Lafayette,  LA  70508 

318-233-0400  or  800-255-3125 

Prudential  Securities  (^ 

Incorporated'  "^^ 


(Continued  from  page  6) 

produce  better  than  expected.  As  is  the 
case  in  any  farming  activity,  manage- 
ment is  extremely  important. 

Reduced  mud  content  in  delivered 
cane  v^ould  mean  a  considerable  reduc- 
tion in  operating  costs  to  both  growlers 
and  processors.  Less  transportation  of 
non-sugar  materials,  less  or  no  cane 
washing,  less  wear  and  tear  on  grower 
and  factory  equipment,  smaller  losses  of 
sugar  in  wash  water  and  mud,  less 
handling  of  filter  cake,  less  environmen- 
tal problems  from  wash  water  and  filter 
press  mud,  are  among  the  many  areas 
that  savings  could  be  made.  John 
Engolio,  at  Cora  Texas  Sugar  Factory, 
indicated  in  a  talk  prior  to  this  author's 
presentation  that  he  felt  mud  was  caus- 
ing a  loss  of  20  to  40  pounds  of  sugar  per 
ton  of  cane  during  rainy  periods  and 
that  annual  costs  of  over  one  million 
dollars  were  spent  or  lost  at  their  factory 
(combined  grower  and  factory  cost)  to 
handle  the  washing  and  the  mud  after 
it  was  delivered  to  the  factory. 

As  one  can  easily  see,  the  cost  to 
handle  mud  is  tremendous  in  terms  of 
lost  revenue  to  this  industry;  not 
necessarily  just  to  growers  or  just  to  pro- 
cessors but  rather  to  the  industry  as  a 
whole.  Some  growers  are  attempting  to 

(Continued  on  page  13) 


Liquid  Fertilizers 
For  Sugar  Cane 


OUACHITA 


NEW  IBERIA,  LA. 


FERTILIZER 


(318)  367-8233 


12 


THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN 


FARM  NOTES 

deliver  the  cleanest  possible  cane. 
Therefore,  one  very  important  point  that 
was  made  in  this  author's  presentation 
was  that  the  payment  formula  should  be 
carefully  examined  to  be  certain  that 
growers  who  invest  in  the  best  equip- 
ment and  who  actually  deliver  the 
cleanest  cane  are  properly  rewarded  for 
their  investment  and  expenses.  There  is 
some  question  as  to  whether  the 
premium  for  clean  cane  (or  penalty  for 
muddy  cane)  is  actually  appropriate. 
Those  factories  that  conduct  the  sedi- 
ment test  and  incorporate  it  into  their 
CRS  formula  probably  come  the  closest 
to  rewarding  growers  who  use  the  best 
of  equipment  and  those  which  have  the 
best  management  to  deliver  clean  cane. 
However,  a  number  of  factories  still  do 
not  use  the  sediment  test  as  part  of  their 
core  sampling  procedure  and  it  is 
primarily  at  these  factories  that  growers 
question  whether  the  determination  of 
CRS  is  as  accurate  as  it  should  be.  Some 
effort  should  be  spent  by  these  factories 
to  examine  their  procedure  to  provide 
the  best  formula  to  most  accurately 
predict  CRS  taking  into  account  the 
mud  delivered.  As  part  of  this  procedure, 
mills  should  also  closely  examine  their 
results  to  see  if,  over  years,  there  is  a 
reduction  in  mud  levels  delivered  to  the 
factory.  Growers  should  remember  that 
the  core  sampler  does  not  divide  the 
factory  share  and  the  grower  share  of 


CroDmate 


FERTILIZER 


JEANERETTE,  LOUISIANA 

Highway  182,  West 

318/276-5051 


THIBODAUX,  LOUISIANA 

805  St.  Patrick  Highway 

504/447-4081 

NEW  ROADS,  LOUISIANA 

State  Highways  415  &  44 

Patin  Dyke  Road 

504/638-8343 


(Continued  from  page  12) 

the  sugar;  instead  the  core  sampler  only 
divides  the  grower's  share  of  the  sugar 
amongst  the  shippers  to  that  factory. 

What  the  future  holds  for  improve- 
ments in  mechanization  is  up  to  the 
"thinkers"  in  this  industry  who  can 
come  up  with  the  equipment  to  make  us 
more  efficient.  Combine  harvesters, 
whole  stalk  self-loading  harvesters,  con- 
tinuous loaders,  basket  loaders,  and 
various  other  types  of  equipment  are  all 
possible  and  may  in  the  future  increase 
cane  quality  even  more. 

As  this  industry  reduces  mud 
delivered  to  the  factory  there  should  be 
an  accompanying  increase  in  overall  ef- 
ficiency. This  will  help  allow  the  Louis- 
iana sugar  industry  to  be  able  to  com- 
pete in  the  global  market  we  may  soon 
find  ourselves  in.  It  will  only  happen  if 
we,  as  an  industry,  work  together  to  find 
the  solution  to  this  problem. 


For  efficiency  &  Accuracy  in 
Precision  grading  Consider 
the  purchase  of  a 

Lazerplane 

by 

Spectra-Physics 

•  Shorten  your  completion  time 

•  reduce  manhours  per  project 

•  easy  to  operate 

•  Eliminates  costly  overcutting 

contact 

ALLEE,  ALLEE  &  ALLEN,  Agent 

P.O.  BOX  108 

ST.  JAMES,  LA  70086 

504/265-3965 
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IN  THE  FACTORY 

a  novel  material  or  process  or  for  a  new 
explanation  of  experimental  data.  Much 
is  already  known,  especially  in  the 
sugar  processing  field,  and  the  first  step 
after  the  idea  is  to  determine  whether 
it  is  practical  and  also  compatible  with 
current  understanding  of  the  field. 

At  this  stage  it  is  often  possible  to 
perform  relatively  simple  and  inexpen- 
sive experiments  on  a  laboratory  scale 
to  confirm,  modify  or  reject  the  original 
idea.  Many  such  ideas  pass  through  a 
good  scientist's  head  but  relatively  few 
survive  this  initial  scrutiny.  If  still  alive, 
the  concept  prompts  further  experimen- 
tation at  the  laboratory  scale  until  a 
clearer  understanding  of  the  new  pro- 
cess or  material  emerges.  If  it  still  looks 
promising  after  critical  review,  the  next 
stage  is  pilot  plant  operation  and  this  is 
when  the  major  investments  in  time  and 
money    become    necessary.    If,    after 


(Continued  from  page  8) 

further  very  critical  review,  the  decision 
to  proceed  should  be  made,  it  is  even 
more  expensive  when  prototype  equip- 
ment is  to  be  constructed,  since  this 
usually  requires  knowledge  and  exper- 
tise beyond  that  of  the  original  re- 
searcher, as  well  as  construction  facil- 
ities. Most  research  groups  have  the 
necessary  equipment  for  laboratory 
scale  work  but  often  become  stalled 
when  pilot  scale  work  is  necessary  and 
then  frustrated  when  full  scale  trials 
cannot  be  performed.  In  order  for  the 
research  begun  in  our  laboratories  to 
come  to  fruition  in  our  industry,  the 
willingness  of  the  industry,  its  equip- 
ment manufacturers  and  the  govern- 
ment to  support  the  high  cost  of  process 
development  is  necesary. 

We  are  reaching  the  stage  where 
sucrose  (or  invert)  recovery  from  cane 
(Continued  on  page  15) 
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NOBODY  FITS  YOU 
LIKfc:  GOODYEAR 


•  24  HR.  ROAD  SERVICE 

•  COMPLETE  AUTOMOTIVE 
CERTIFIED  SERVICE 

•  TRUCK  TIRE  BALANCE 
AND  ALIGNMENT 


Gi^NERAL  ELECTRIC 
AUTHORIZED  DEALER 


SUPER  TRACTION  •  SUPER  STRENGTH 
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IN  THE  FACTORY 

(Continued  from  page  14) 
molasses  has  to  be  scaled  up  from  the 
chromatographic  pilot  plant  that  we  are 
now  using.  The  problem  of  molasses  pre- 
treatment  remains  but  laboratory  scale 
experiments  have  been  quite  successful 
and  pilot  scale  work  is  about  to  begin. 
The  overall  process  is  quite  flexible  for 
the  type  of  product  desired  and  its  in- 
tegration with  raw  factory  or  refinery 
operations.  Decisions  need  to  be  made 
soon  concerning  its  commercialization. 
One  of  the  options  of  interest  to  some 
groups  is  production  of  a  water  white  in- 
vert syrup  for  use  in  soft  drinks.  The 
decolorization  load  of  feed  stock  from 
molasses  will  be  very  high.  Blanco  direc- 
to  sugar  (white  sugar  directly  from  cane) 
is  used  in  many  countries  in  soft  drinks 
—  could  this  be  a  way  for  the  domestic 
cane  industry  to  get  back  into  the  soft 
drink  business? 
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Best  Values  In  New  Equipment 


After  three  years, 
nothing  matches  the 
IVIAGNUM  warranty. 


Five  years  or  5,000  hours.  That's 
the  coverage  you  get— at  no  extra 
charge— on  every  new  MAGNUM" 
tractor.  In  fact,  it's  the  same 
warranty*  that  covers  every 
MAGNUM  tractor  ever  built. 

And,  while  the  competition 
offers  an  occasional  free  warranty. 


they  haven't  put  it  on  every 
tractor.  Besides,  only  MAGNUM's 
5-year/5000-hour  warranty  can  be 
fully  transferred  without  a  fee. 
That  gives  the  MAGNUM  tractor's 
already  high  resale  value  another 
boost.  And  it  gives  you  another 
good  reason  to  buy. 


See  us  today  about  an  on-farm 
demonstration.  Once  you  work 
one,  you'll  understand  why 
MAGNUM  means  more  than  ever. 
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UP  FRONT 
WITH  THE  LEAGUE 

By  P.  J.  deGravelles,  Jr, 

The  following  talk,  delivered  by  F.  Evans  Farwell  at  the 
Southern  Farm  Forum,  reviews  interesting  information  relating  to 
the  Louisiana  sugar  industry  in  the  mid  1950' s.  At  the  time,  Mr. 
Farwell  was  a  member  of  the  League's  Executive  Committee  (later 
renamed  the  Board  of  Directors)  and  was  serving  as  Treasurer.  Mr. 
Farwell  resides  in  New  Orleans  and  maintains  an  office  in  the 
Whitney  Building.  This  article  appeared  in  the  February  1,  1958 
edition  of  The  Sugar  Bulletin. 


TALK  BY  F.  EVANS  FARWELL  AT 
THE  SOUTHERN  FARM  FORUM 

(New  Orleans,  La.,  January  23,1958) 


Mr.  Chairman,  distinguished  guests, 
ladies  and  gentlemen. 

It  is  said  that  farmers  must  be  op- 
timists, and  I  suppose  that  our  being  op- 
timists is  the  reason  we  are  farmers! 

As  a  matter  of  background,  I  started 
in  the  cane  farming  business  in  1929. 
Our  company  is  presently  celebrating  its 
101st  year  of  sugarcane  farming  here  in 
Louisiana.  When  I  started  we  operated 
4  sugar  mills;  we  now  operate  2.  We  con- 
tinue to  operate  the  same  farms  as  in 
1929. 

The  Louisiana  sugar  industry  is  the 
chief  source  of  revenue  for  some  140,000 
people  living  in  Louisiana's  southern 
parishes  —  counties  to  many  of  you.  The 
land,  though  limited  in  area,  is  well 
suited  for  the  production  of  sugarcane. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  cane  is  grown  on 
land  that  is  not  suited  for  cotton,  corn, 
or  other  crops.  Cotton  has  the  greatest 
statewide  dollar;  however,  sugarcane 
represents  in  many  cases,  more  than 
90%  of  the  value  of  the  agricultural  pro- 
ducts in  the  parishes  where  it  is  raised. 


Louisiana  is  the  largest  sugarcane  pr( 
ducing  state  in  the  union. 

You  are  familiar  with  the  man 
problems  of  agricultural  products  an 
with  legislation  that  has  been  enacte 
in  connection  with  them.  I  believe  yoi 
will  be  interested  in  knowing  mor 
about  our  unique  Sugar  Act.  It  is  ; 
wonderful  piece  of  legislation.  It  wa 
originally  enacted  in  1937  and  has  beei 
amended  from  time  to  time.  I 
guarantees  the  consumer  an  adequat. 
supply  of  sugar  at  a  reasonable  price 
Even  with  the  Korean  crisis  and  the  ex 
plosive  Suez  incident,  the  housewif* 
noticed  no  material  change  in  the  pric(| 
of  her  sugar.  Without  the  Sugar  Ac) 
there  would  have  been  violent  price 
fluctuations. 

The  most  unique  feature  of  the  Act 
is  that  it  pays  its  own  way.  When  the 
Act  was  first  set  in  motion  an  excise  taj 
was  established  and  the  producers  oli 
sugarcane  and  raw  sugar  were  forced  tci 
absorb  the  amount  of  this  tax.  Part  oil 
(Continued  on  page  12) 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE  WITH  DON  WALLACE 


GATT  UPDATE 

The  March  1  deadline  for  submitting 
ountry  lists  delineating  commitments 
n  internal  support  reductions,  market 
iccess,  and  export  subsidy  reductions 
)assed  with  no  formal  lists  filed.  As  of 
nid  March,  only  twelve  countries  have 
ubmitted  lists,  and  only  four  of  those 
ire  complete.  The  U.S.  and  the  E.G. 
lave    both    tabled    commitments    in 
iigriculture,  but  none  for  the  industrial 
;ector.  March  31  was  to  be  the  deadline 
or  all  further  negotiations  of  country 
ists    and    market    access    provisions, 
however,  negotiations  are  set  to  con- 
inue  the  week  of  March  23,  with  no  end 
n  sight,  in  the  area  of  market  access  in 
igriculture.  This  fact  makes  an  event- 
ual successful  conclusion  to  the  Round 
3y  the  target  date  of  April  15  virtually 
mpossible,  though  some  officials  still 
ippear  hopeful.  Most  recently,  the  U.S. 
md    E.G.    have    been    engaging    in 
Dilaterals  at  the  behest  of  the  State 
Department    and    President    Bush. 
European  Gommission  President  Jac- 
[jues   Delors   and   Secretary   of  State 
[James  Baker  met  on  March  10,  as  did 
pheir  top  aides  on  March  11,  in  an  effort 
to  demonstrate  "more  flexibility"  by  the 
U.S.  According  to  London's  Financial 
Times,  President  Bush  has  agreed  to  be 
more  flexible  on  direct-income  support 
E.G.  farmers  receive,  putting  it  in  the 
category    of   permissible    subsidies. 
However,    the   Journal   of  Commerce 
reported  that  "the  E.G.'s  . .  .  reaction  to 
the  U.S.  offer  suggested  Washington's 
initiative  is  unlikely  to  jump-start  the 
trade  talks."  Most  here  and  in  Geneva 
speculate  that  this  increased  effort  is 
due  to  the  pending  presidential  election; 
President  Bush  wants  an  agreement 
and  a  successful  end  to  the  Uruguay 
Round  as  a  political  victory.  We  will  con- 
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tinue  to  watch  closely  as  the  U.S.  and 
E.G.  continue  these  bilateral  talks. 

GATT  HEARINGS  CONTINUE 

The  Honorable  Julius  Katz,  Deputy 
U.S.  Trade  Representative,  and  Dr. 
Richard  Growder,  Deputy  Under 
Secretary,  International  Affairs  and 
Commodity  Programs,  U.S.  Department 
of  Agriculture,  testified  before  the 
House  Committee  on  Agriculture  on 
February  25,  1992.  This  full  committee 
hearing  was  third  in  a  series  of  monthly 
hearings  called  to  review  the  status  of 
the  Dunkel  proposal.  Representative 
Bill  Barrett  (R-NE)  questioned  U.S. 
Trade  Representative  Katz  about  the  ef- 
fects of  the  Dunkel  text  on  the  U.S. 
sugar  program.  Katz  responded  that 
there  would  be  no  loss  of  no-cost  provis- 
ions, and  no  basic  change  to  the  opera- 
tion of  the  current  sugar  program  except 
for  a  reduction  in  the  loan  rate  projected 
by  USDA  to  fall  to  15.8  cents  and  a 
reduction  in  the  16-cent  import  tariff  by 
15%,  both  by  1998. 

FOLLOW  UP: 

WASHINGTON  SUGAR 

REPRESENTATIVES  MEET 

WITH  EUROPEAN  SUGAR 

FEDERATION  OFFICIALS 

European  Sugar  Federation  Presi- 
dent Oswald  Adriaensen  and  Director 
General  Daniel  Gueguen,  as  well  as  the 
Federation's  chief  GATT  economic  con- 
sultant, Patrick  Chatenay,  met  with 
sugar  representatives  here  in  Washing- 
ton on  February  20,  1992.  The  stated 
purpose  of  the  meeting  was  to  discuss 
possible  areas  of  cooperation  for  the  U.S. 
and  E.G.  sugar  industries  in  light  of  the 
provisions  of  the  Dunkel  text.  Both  con- 
tingents deemed  the  meeting  an 
(Continued  on  page  15) 


FARM  NOTES  By  Dr.  Charley  Richard 

1992  DEDICATED  RESEARCH  PROGRAM  —  ISSCT  —  PROWL  LABEL 


The  Dedicated  Research  Funding 
Committee  met  during  February  and  in- 
terviewed scientists  who  had  requested 
research  dollars  from  League  dues  col- 
lected for  the  Dedicated  Research  Pro- 
gram. There  were  43  projects  which 
were  submitted  to  the  League  for  a  total 
amount  of  $695,814.  Of  these  projects, 
the  committee  recommended  to  the 
Board  that  34  of  these  should  be  funded 
at  a  level  of  $310,356.  The  Board  of 
Directors  approved  this  funding  at  its 
February  meeting.  The  following  is  a 
list  of  the  projects,  separated  by  general 
areas  of  research,  selected  for  funding 
along  with  the  principal  investigator 
and  their  affiliation. 

L  CROP  IMPROVEMENT 

Base  support  for  sugarcane  research 
in  LAES.  F.  A.  Martin,  Louisiana 
Agricultural  Experiment  Station,  Baton 
Rouge. 

Maintaining  sugarcane  research  at 
the  Iberia  Research  Station.  Howard  P. 
Viator,  Louisiana  Agricultural  Experi- 
ment Station,  Baton  Rouge. 

Labor  support  for  basic  sugarcane 
breeding  program.  David  M.  Burner, 
USDA-ARS,  Sugarcane  Research  Unit, 
Houma. 

Harvestability  of  candidate 
varieties.  Edwis  O.  Dufrene,  USDA- 
ARS,  Sugarcane  Research  Unit,  Houma. 

Evaluation  of  commercial  and  ex- 
perimental sugarcane  varieties  for 
resistance  to  cold.  Benjamin  L.  Legen- 
dre,  USDA-ARS,  Sugarcane  Research 
Unit,  Houma. 

Comparison  of  three  acid  regimes  on 
seed  set.  J.  D.  Miller,  USDA-ARS, 
Sugarcane  Field  Station,  Canal  Point, 
Florida. 

Sugarcane  cross  appraisal  metho- 


dology.   S.    B.    Milligan,    Louisiana 
Agricultural  Experiment  Station,  Bator  i 
Rouge. 

Molecular  cytogenetics  of  sugarcane 
Use  of  biotin  labeled  probes  to  maj 
chromosomes  by  in  situ  hybridization 
David  M.  Burner,  USDA-ARS,  Sugar 
cane  Research  Unit,  Houma. 

Physical  and  genetic  mapping  of  the 
sugarcane  chloroplast  and  determina 
tion  of  maternal  contribution  in  com 
mercial  varieties  and  species  in  the  Sac- 
charum  complex.  Bruno  W.  S.  Sobral, 
California  Institute  of  Biological 
Research,  La  Jolla,  California. 

Indentification  of  molecular 
markers  linked  to  agronomically  impor- 
tant traits  in  sugarcane.  Bruno  W.  S. 
Sobral,  California  Institute  of  Biological 
Research,  La  Jolla,  California.  Genetic 
mapping  in  sugarcane  using  single-dose 
RAPD  molecular  markers.  W.  R.  Ander- 
son, Brigham  Young  University. 

Genetic  transformation  of  sugar- 
cane. James  E.  Irvine,  Texas  Agricul- 
tural Experiment  Station. 

II.  CROP  PRODUCTION 

Stubble  cane  longevity  and  succes-i 
sion  cane.  Ray  Ricaud,  Louisiana 
Agricultural  Experiment  Station,  Baton 
Rouge. 

Influence  of  field  soil  or  mud  on  the 
concentration  of  dextran  in  sugarcane 
juice.  Benjamin  L.  Legendre,  USDA- 
ARS,  Sugarcane  Research  Unit,  Houma. 

III.  CROP  PROTECTION 

Studies  of  the  management  of  pests 
and  other  factors  which  may  limit 
sugarcane  production.  W.  Henry  Long, 
Nicholls  State  University. 

Insecticide  resistance  monitoring 
(Continued  on  page  1 7) 
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CLASSIFIED 


WANTED:  International  or  John  Deere  Hi-Crop  Tractors.  Any  age!  Any  condition!  Call 
1-800-738-2263. 


FOR  SALE:  JD  4430  Power  Shift;  JD  Hi-clearance  4240  Power  Shift;  JD  4230;  JD  4020; 
JD  2240;  Int's  1066;  JD  3-row  choppers  with  off  bar  attachments;  J  &  L  Cane  Cutter 
S-1 5;  1  Tandem  Cane  Cart;  2  Grader  Blades  1 2  ft.  wide  on  wheels;  1  Rayne  Plane  Land 
Level  —  42  ft.  long;  2  - 12  ft.  Grader  Blades  on  Wheels;  Int'l  3-Row  Trip  Bottom  Plow; 
JD  1640  Discs;  1  -  3-row  Lilliston  Cane  Cultivator.  WILL  TAKE  TRADE.  Contact  Grady 
Dugas.  Call  (318)  845-4474. 


FOR  SALE:  1981  Versitile  Model  875,  has  3600  hours,  23.1  x  34  inch  tires,  three  point 
quick  hitch.  Excellent  condition  $38,000.  Call  Robert  at  (504)  627-4053. 


FOR  SALE:  2  Drum  Cane  Planters  $4,000  each;  1  Neighbors  3  Compartment  Cane 
Trailer  $5,000  Radial  Tires;  Drum  off  of  Cameco  Cane  Planter  —  Best  offer;  Call  Frank 
Pearce  &  Sons  at  (504)  625-3157  after  6:00  p.m. 


FOR  SALE:  Cameco  2-row  Harvester  300  hrs.  on  engine  cab  &  air,  1  season  left  on 
warranty  on  engine.  1  -  9170  Deutz  front  wheel  assist  tractor  1,400  hrs.  Warranty  still 
on  tractor.  Call  (318)  229-4988. 


FOR  SALE:  Tractor  Mounted  Thompson  Hercules  Cane  Loader  on  Allis  Chalmer;  D-19 
Tractor  —  Good  Condition.  $6,000  or  Best  Offer!  Call  John  Falcon  at  (504)  473-7169 
or  (504)473-6162. 


FOR  SALE:  1  - 1 983  Model  4850  John  Deere  Tractor  with  Cab  &  Air  —  Excellent  Condi- 
tion —  $30,000;  1  -  1981  Model  8640  John  Deere  with  Cab  &  Air  —  3255  Hours  — 
$25,000;  1-1984  MFD  Cash  IH  Tractor  with  Cab  &  Air.  Call  (504)  447-3776  —  Ask  for 
Harold. 


FOR  SALE:  3  Cane  Carts  —  Double  Axle  12.5  -  13.5  Tons  Capacity;  Dump  Wagons, 
New  Grader  Tires.  Call  Steve  at  (504)  627-5079  or  (504)  627-5997. 


FOR  SALE:  4386  Int'l;  8440  JD;  2940  Front-wheel  assist  JD.  Call  (318)  364-8903  day, 
(318)  365-5036  night. 


FOR  SALE:  1  -  JD  4  Row,  $,4500;  1  -  JD  3  Row,  $4,000;  1  -  Thom  3  Row,  $3,000;  3 
-  J&L  Shavers,  $450  each;  1  -  JD  1630  Disk  Harrow,  $3,800;  1  -  Fergson  Drain  Plow 
$500;  1  ■  JD  6  Bottom  Plow,  $1 ,800;  1  -  JD  4  Bottom  Plow,  $500;  1  -  JD  3  Bottom  Plow, 
$400;  3- 1000  Gal.  Ammonia  Tanks,  $500  each;  1  - 10,000  Gal.  Ammonia  Tank,  $5,000; 
3  -  2  Row  Fertilizer  App.  Frame,  $500  each;  1  -  Brous  Loader  Mount  Attachment,  $1 ,000; 
2  -  Cane  Trailers,  $3,000  each;  1  -  Prentis  Transloader,  $10,000;  1  -  Prentis  Transloader 
Broken,  $4,000;  1  -J&L  Single  Row  Harvester  SI  500,  $6,500;  1  -  Heinweirner  Escavator, 
$4,000.  JD  Parts,  50%  Off  of  cost  new.  For  more  information  call:  Chris  Caballero  at 
473-9394. 
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The  Baton  Rouge  Line 

By  Tom  and  Linda  Spradley 


This  year  the  Legislature  convenes 
two  weeks  earlier  than  in  previous 
years,  on  March  30,  implementing  for 
the  first  time  the  new  time  period  that 
will  allow  the  Legislature  to  adjourn 
prior  to  the  new  fiscal  year  and  avoid  the 
last  minute  budget  crunch  that  usually 
occurs  in  July. 

Business  is  faced  this  year  with  the 
most  serious  threat  to  its  existence  in  a 
couple  of  decades.  We  cannot  emphasize 
how  bad  things  might  get.  This  is  the 
time  to  call  your  legislators,  and  let 
them  know  of  your  concerns.  We  know 
it  can  sometimes  be  difficult  to  pick  up 
the  phone  and  call  someone  you've 
never  met  —  and  maybe  someone  you 
didn't  support  —  but  if  there's  ever  been 
a  time  to  bite  the  bullet,  it's  now. 

In  light  of  the  fact  that  this  session 
will  see  a  new  administration,  new 
legislators  (about  one-third  of  the 
Legislature  was  elected  in  November), 
and  serious  budget  problems,  the 
Legislature  will  once  again  be  faced 
with  difficult  challenges  and  few  resolu- 
tions to  those  challenges. 

The  "headline"  issues  of  the  session 
are  likely  to  be  the  budget  and  casino 
gambling.  Following  closely  behind  are 
issues  that  will  be  of  great  concern  to  the 
business  community,  namely  agency 
shop,  collective  bargaining,  and  several 
attempts  to  repeat  the  progress  made  in 
recent  years  in  tort  reform. 

The  budget  situation,  as  bad  as  it  is, 
is  likely  to  be  dealt  with  superficially 
with  the  prospect  of  cleaning  up  the 
fiscal  situation  in  a  Constitutional  Con- 
vention. The  "temporary"  suspension  of 
the  three  cent  sales  tax  that  has  been  in 
place  for  several  years  is  likely  to  be 
renewed  with  other  new  taxes  probably 


held  in  abeyance  until  the  Convention, 
The  Convention  could  present  seriousi 
problems  for  the  business  community.) 
however.  It  is  entirely  likely  that  many^ 
of  the  fiscal  reforms  established  in  re-  > 
cent  years  could  be  eliminated  by  this 
Convention.  We  will  go  into  more  detail 
about  the  Convention  at  a  later  date; 
suffice  it  to  say  for  now  that  you  should 
be  most  cautious  before  committing  to 
support  a  Convention. 

Casino  gambling,  said  by  opponents 
to  be  a  concern  on  several  fronts,  will 
most  likely  only  directly  impact 
business  by  the  "politicking"  done 
behind  closed  doors  and  the  tradeoffs 
that  result.  It  will,  however  garner 
headlines  galore  and  give  everyonet 
plenty  to  talk  about. 

Most  of  us  thought,  incorrectly  as  it 
turns  out,  that  labor  issues  had  been  put 
to  rest.  Wrong.  This  year  will  see  the 
most  serious  business  labor  fight  since 
Right  to  Work  when  the  unions  go  after 
agency  shop,  a  euphemism  for  the  repeal 
of  Right  to  Work.  The  unions  are  pull- 
ing out  all  stops  on  this  matter,  funnel- 
ing  all  of  their  energies  into  this  issue. 
What,  exactly,  is  agency  shop?  In  a  nut- 
shell, it  effectively  repeals  Right  to 
Work,  requiring  non-union  workers  in 
a  union  shop  to  pay  dues  under  the  guise 
of  "fees".  Even  worse,  passage  of  this 
bill  will  leave  Louisiana  standing  alone 
in  the  South  as  the  only  state  that  does 
not  have  Right  to  Work. 

The  Louisiana  Trial  Attorneys 
Association  will  attempt  to  pass  a 
package  of  bills  that  will  turn  the  state 
back  in  terms  of  tort  reform.  And  they 
have  a  good  chance  of  succeeding. 

The  areas  that  will  be  attacked  are 
product  liability,  third  party  tort,  joint 

(Continued  on  page  18) 
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IN  THE  FACTORY 

Stephen  J.  Clarke 

Audubon  Sugar  Institute 

Louisiana  Agricultural  Experiment  Station 


MY  FRIEND  BILL 


This  is  not  at  all  what  I  had  expected 
to  write  from  the  ISSCT  Congress  in 
Bangkok.  I  had  planned  to  comment  on 
some  of  the  papers  and  discussions  that 
caught  my  attention  and  that  I  thought 
were  of  prime  interest  to  Louisiana. 
There  are  certainly  some  of  these,  but 
above  all  —  the  death  here  of  my  long 
time  friend  Bill  Keenliside. 

I  first  met  Bill  —  he  was  never 
known  in  any  other  way  and  detested 
formality  —  twenty  years  ago  when  I 
went  to  live  in  Jamaica.  He  was  already 
there  teaching  physics  and  I  began 
teaching  chemistry  at  the  University  of 
the  West  Indies,  neither  of  us  having 
any  thought  then  of  careers  in  the  sugar 
industry.  Bill  had  first  gone  to  Jamaica 
from  England  as  part  of  a  research  pro- 
gram in  radio  wave  propagation  and  at- 
mospheric physics,  almost  as  far  from 
sugarcane  as  one  could  imagine. 

Our  need  to  become  involved  in 
Jamaica  in  something  of  practical  value 
and  not  of  exclusively  academic  concern 
prompted  our  interest  in  local  industrial 
activities.  Due  to  the  presence  of  an  old 
sugar  tramp  in  the  chemistry  depart- 
ment, I  became  involved  with  the  sugar 
industry  research  institute.  This  also  ap- 
pealed to  Bill  and  I  clearly  remember 
taking  him  to  the  first  sugar  mill  — 
Monymusk.  From  then  on  there  was  no 
stopping  him.  His  initial  interests  were 
in  boilers  and  energy  and  these  have  re- 
mained. In  Jamaica  he  also  became  in- 
volved with  industry  training  programs 
and  in  the  development  of  fibrous  pro- 


ducts from  cane,  both  areas  of  renewed 
interest  in  Hawaii. 

After  I  moved  to  Louisiana  in  1979 
Bill  joined  us  at  the  Audubon  Sugar  In- 
stitute in  1981,  at  first  on  sabbatical  and 
then  full  time.  His  initial  work  involved 
boiler  operation  and  control  and  this  ex- 
panded to  cover  most  factory  activities. 
We  worked  together  on  a  number  of  pro- 
jects, leading  to  several  joint 
publications. 

More  concerned  with  practical  mat- 
ters and  less  interested  in,  and  perhaps 
frustrated  by,  the  formalities  and  re- 
quirements of  work  in  an  academic  in- 
stitution. Bill  moved  to  Hawaii  in  1989 
to  become  head  of  the  sugar  technology 
department  of  the  Hawaiian  Sugar 
Planters  Association.  I  broke  my 
journey  to  Bangkok  in  Hawaii,  staying 
with  Bill  and  his  wife  and  two  girls,  and 
could  see  that  they  had  found  a  place 
where  they  could  be  content.  The  fami- 
ly was  happy  and  his  job  suited  him  well 
—  he  was  working  more  intensely  than 
ever  before  and  felt,  I  think,  that  he  was 
in  a  position  to  influence  the  industry 
in  a  positive  direction.  At  HSPA  he  had 
a  diverse  research  group  that  was  com- 
ing alive. 

As  well  as  a  friend,  I  will  miss  Bill 
as  a  partner  in  research:  at  Audubon  we 
spent  much  time  together  talking 
through  research  projects  and  ideas. 
This  is  a  valuable  exercise  in  any 
research  activity,  especially  in  a  very 
small  group.  Even  after  Bill  went  to 
(Continued  on  page  19) 
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kmerican  Sugar  Cane  League 
Hofiorary  Members 

Joseph  G.  Beaud,  Sr.,  New  Roads,  LA 

Paul  G.  Borron,  Jr.,  Plaquemine,  LA 

Joseph  E.  Boudreaux,  Thibodaux,  LA 

Fred  Clark,  Franklin,  LA 

Jerry  L.  Dickson,  New  Orleans,  LA 

Gilbert  J.  Durbin,  New  Orleans,  LA 

F.  Evans  Farwell,  New  Orleans,  LA 

J.  N.  Foret,  Jr.,  Thibodaux,  LA 

Andrew  P.  Gay,  Plaquemine,  LA 

F.  A.  Graugnard,  Jr.,  St  James,  LA 

Warren  J.  Harang,  Jr.,  Thibodaux,  LA 

J.  Roddy  Hulett,  Houston,  TX 

Kenneth  Kahao,  Port  Allen,  LA 

Denis  Lanaux,  Killona,  LA 

Lloyd  Lauden,  New  Orleans,  LA 

E.  W.  McNeil,  Baton  Rouge,  LA 

J.  Randolph  Roane,  Jeanerette,  LA 

Charles  C.  Savoie,  Sr.,  Belle  Rose,  LA 

Edward  T.  Supple,  Bayou  Goula,  LA 

E.  Berkshire  Terrill,  Jr.,  Brusly,  LA 

James  Thibaut,  Donaldsonville,  LA 

John  "Sonny"  Thibaut,  Napoleonville,  LA 

M.  V.  Yarbrough,  Fort  Smith,  AR 


THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN 


SAFETY  AWARDS 


Safety  Consultant  Murray  Landry,  Jr.  left,  presents  a 
Safety  Plaque  to  Paul  Caneienne,  Vice-President  of  Savoie 
Industries,  Inc.,  of  BeUe  Rose.  The  Safety  Award  was  given 
to  the  Company  for  having  a  "no  loss  time"  accident  record 
for  1991.  This  safety  record  was  achieved  by  111  employees 
working  a  total  of  226,252  man  hours. 


Safety  consultant,  Murray  Landry  Geft),  presents  a  Safety  Plaque  to  Jan 
Bergeron,  General  Manager  of  Glenwood  Cooperative,  Inc.  of  Napoleon- 
ville.  The  Safety  Award  was  given  to  the  company  for  having  achieved 
a  "No  Loss  Time"  accident  record  during  1991. 
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UP  FRONT  WITH  THE  LEAGUE        (Continued  from  page  4) 


these  tax  funds  are  returned  to  the 
farmers  as  "Conditional  Payments," 
provided;  They  employ  no  child  labor, 
market  no  sugar  beets  or  sugarcane  in 
excess  of  the  farm's  annual  "propor- 
tionate share,"  pay  laborers  at  wage 
rates  determined  by  the  Secretary  of 
Agriculture,  and  meet  other  such  re- 
quirements. These  payments  vary  from 
80$  to  30$  per  100#  of  sugar  produced. 
After  the  Government  pays  all  expenses 
of  the  operation  of  the  Sugar  Act  and  the 
Conditional  Payments,  there  goes  into 
the  general  fund  of  the  Treasury  an 
amount  in  excess  of  $20,000,000.00  an- 
nually. For  instance,  in  1956  this 
amount  was  over  $26,000,000.00. 

When  the  Act  was  last  amended,  the 
original  marketing  growth  formula  was 
reinstated  which  now  enables  our 
American  farmers  to  again  participate. 


along  with  foreign  producers,  in  the 
growth  of  sugar  consumption  in  their 
own  country. 

The  Sugar  Act  in  Section  201  sets 
out  that  the  price  of  sugar  is  not  to  be 
excessive  to  consumers  but  is  to  be  such 
that  it  will  fairly  and  equitably  main- 
tain and  protect  the  welfare  of  the 
domestic  industry.  The  Government 
tells  us  how  much  acreage  we  may  plant 
and  how  much  sugar  we  may  sell.  Due 
to  these  restrictions,  our  acreage  at  the 
present  time  is  17  percent  below  normal. 
As  a  reward  for  not  producing  surplus 
sugar,  we  are  supposed  to  get  a  fair  price 
for  our  restricted  production. 

The  consumer's  price  index  shows 
that  the  price  level  of  things  that  we  buy 
has  gone  up  28%  since  1947.  The  wages 
paid  our  field  laborers  have  advanced 

(Continued  on  page  13) 


GOODYEAR 


SPECIAL 
SURE-QRIP  TD4 


GOODYEAR  TIRES  FOR 
YOUR  CAR.  TRUCK.  FARM 
OR  OFF  HVy^Y.  EQUIPMENT 


NOBODY  FITS  YOU 
LIKfc:  GOODYEAR 


•  24  HR.  ROAD  SERVICE 

•  COMPLETE  AUTOMOTIVE 
CERTIFIED  SERVICE 

•  TRUCK  TIRE  BALANCE 
AND  ALIGNMENT 


OIENERAL  ELECTRIC 
AUTHORIZED  DEALER 


SUPER  TRACTION  •  SUPER  STRENGTH 


7:30  AM  -  6:00  PM  MON.  -  FRI. 
7:30  AM  -  1 :00  PM  SAT 
1203  ST.  PATRICK  HWY 
THIBODAUX 

YOUR  ON  FARM  SERVICE  SPECIALIST 


GOODYEAR  AUTO  SERVICE  CENTER 
1  -800-256-1 269        (504)  447-2696 
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UP  FRONT  WITH  THE  LEAGUE        (Continued  from  page  12) 


more  than  50%  and  the  wages  paid  in 
the  sugar  factories  have  advanced  more 
than  150%.  Freight  rates  on  sugarcane 
and  sugar  have  advanced  86%.  The  price 
of  tractors  has  more  than  doubled.  In- 
terest rates  on  crop  loans  have  advanced 
from  4V2  to  7Va%.  When  price  controls 
were  removed  in  1947  the  Government- 
regulated  price  for  raw  sugar  was  $6.32 
per  100#  delivered  New  Orleans.  At  pre- 
sent, our  season's  average  price  of  raw 
sugar,  instead  of  being  $8.00  or  more  per 
hundred,  as  might  reasonably  be  ex- 
pected, is  $6.12,  and  this  during  a  time 
when  practically  everything  we  have  to 
buy  has  doubled  in  price.  Sugar  is  con- 
sidered very  cheap  —  some  filling  sta- 
tions still  give  you  free  sugar  when  you 
buy  10  gallons  of  gasoline! 

We  sugar  farmers  ask  for  a  fair 
price.  Our  Act  is  one  of  the  finest  pieces 
of  legislation  that  has  ever  been  passed, 
but  if  it  is  to  be  administered  to  our 
detriment,  then  the  will  of  Congress  and 
the  will  of  the  people  is  of  no  avail;  to 
say  nothing  of  our  own  peril. 

Secretary  of  Agriculture  Benson  as 
an  Elder  in  the  Mormon  Church  is  said 
to  feel  that  he  is  a  sugar  producer.  The 


church,  of  course,  is  an  active  producer 
of  beet  sugar  in  Utah.  He  has  bent  over 
backwards  in  not  taking  any  position  in 
connection  with  sugar  problems.  This  is 
a  very  fine  and  noble  gesture  on  his  part, 
but  the  result  is  that  we  sugar  producers 
cannot  get  through  to  "the  boss,"  and  we 
are  not  being  treated  fairly  by  his  men 
in  connection  with  the  price  that  we 
receive  for  our  sugar. 

In  1947  there  were  59  sugar  mills 
operating  in  Louisiana.  Today  there  are 
48.  Low  prices  have  eliminated  many  of 
the  smaller  family  type  mills,  and  if  this 
trend  continues,  eventually  there  will 
not  be  sufficient  mills  to  process  the 
cane  from  our  normal  acreage. 

By  raising  and  lowering  the  quota, 
that  is,  the  amount  of  sugar  available 
for  consumption,  the  Secretary's  men 
lower  and  raise  the  price  of  sugar.  It  is 
relatively  as  simple  as  turning  a  valve 
on  or  off.  This  is  a  life  and  death  power 
that  has  been  granted  to  the  Secretary 
of  Agriculture  and  should  be  used  only 
in  complete  accordance  with  the  man- 
dates set  forth  in  the  Sugar  Act.  Possibly 
we  sugar  farmers  have  brought  undue 
(Continued  on  page  14) 


WANTED:  JD  &  l-H  Tractors  for  Parts 
Ar)y  Age  or  Condition. 


New,  Used  and  Rebuilt  Hi  Crop  and  Row 
Crop  Tractor  Parts,  Tires,  Rebuilt  Clutches, 
Crank  Shafts,  Injector  Pumps  and  More. 
Also  Any  Hard-To-Find  Parts.  We  Buy 
Farm  Equipment  &  Salvage  Tractors. 


Toll  Free 
1-800-738-2263 
(318)276-3453 
(318)  276-6230 


Cane  Tractor  Parts 


Hwy.  90 
Jeanerette,  LA 
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UP  FRONT  WITH  THE  LEAGUE        (Continued  from  page  13) 


attention  to  ourselves  by  having  the 
nerve  or  presumption  to  raise  our  voices, 
being  unwilling  to  sit  by  docilely  and  see 
the  provisions  of  the  Sugar  Act 
disregarded  and  our  industry  unduly 
harassed.  One  cannot  help  wondering  if 
these  depressed  prices  are  not  part  of  a 


Liquid  Fertilizers 
For  Sugar  Cane 


OUACHITA 


FERTILIZER 


NEW  IBERIA,  LA.       (318)  367-8233 


THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN*  (504)  448-3707 


systematic  plan  to  make  the  farmer  less 
and  less  of  an  individualist  and  more 
and  more  dependent  on  Washington. 
This  brings  to  mind  an  interesting 
statistic  recently  published  in  U.S. 
News:  A  Russian  factory  worker  must 
toil  one  hour  and  9  minutes  for  1  pound 
of  sugar.  The  American  factory  worker 
works  only  3  minutes  for  his  pound  of 
sugar. 

Over  a  long  period  of  years  we  have 
been  able  to  withstand  the  ravages  of  ex- 
cess rain,  floods,  droughts,  insects,  cane 
diseases,  etc.,  but  the  problems  of  a  man- 
made  price  that  is  unduly  depressed  by 
the  Secretary's  men  are  nearly  insur- 
mountable. No  doubt  if  we  were  not  op- 
timistic farmers  we  would  have  thrown 
in  the  towel  a  long  time  ago. 

It  was  a  real  pleasure  being  with  you 
and  I  thank  you  for  that  privilege. 


BAYOU  SERVICE  CO.,  INC. 

Edward  Pommier                                Gil  Pommier 
229-6800                                              229-8136 

KANE  KARTS  AND  PLANTERS  AIDS 

■           LI     1 

Kane  Kart  Parts 

Tires 

Oil  &  Grease 

Welding  Service 

Fertilizers 

and 
Chemicals 

318-229-6415 

Boutte  Rd.         Loreauville,  LA 

14 


THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN 


WASHINGTON  UPDATE 

informative  and  interesting  exchange. 
In  addition,  all  participants  determined 
that  the  U.S.  and  E.G.  sugar  industries 
must  work  together  to  achieve  a  better 
safeguard  provision  for  sugar  than  the 
one  now  outlined  in  the  Dunkel  text. 
Tentative  plans  were  made  for  a  future 
meeting  as  events  warrant. 

SENATOR  JOHNSTON  AND 

REPRESENTATIVE  HUCKABY 

RESPOND  TO  GATT  RUMOR 

On  March  5,  1992,  European  press 
reported  a  secret  deal  made  between  the 
U.S.  and  Frans  Andriessen,  vice  presi- 
dent of  the  European  Commission,  ex- 
empting dairy  exports  from  Provisions 
of  the  Dunkel  test.  While  duly  noting 
that  singling  out  one  commodity  for  ex- 
emption is  an  unfair  practice,  and,  thus, 
making  the  "secret  deal"  highly  unlike- 


(Continued  from  page  5) 

ly,  both  Senator  Johnston  and  Repre- 
sentative Huckaby  nonetheless  re- 
quested an  official  denial  from  U.S. 
Trade  Representative  Carla  Hills. 
Though  Huckaby 's  office  received  a  ver- 
bal denial  directly  from  USTR,  an 
official  response  is  forthcoming. 


CROP  PRODUCTION  REPORT 

The  1991  production  of  sugarcane 
for  sugar  and  seed  is  forecast  at  31.2 
million  tons.  This  is  up  three  percent 
from  February  1  and  up  eleven  percent 
from  1990.  The  Florida  forecast  was 
raised  based  on  more  recent  industry 
data.  All  Florida  mills  are  expected  to 
be  closed  by  late  March.  The  forecasts 
for  Hawaii,  Louisiana,  and  Texas  were 
carried  forward  from  earlier  forecasts. 

(SEE  CHART  on  page  16) 


Landini  Tractors 
2  &  4  Wheel  Drive 
42  -  145  HP. 
Low  or  High  Clearance 


M.  J.  NAQUIN,  INC. 

A  G  POWER  &  MACHINERY 

205  ARMS  ST. 

THIBODAUX,  LOUISIANA  70301 

(504)  447-3296 


Mfg.  of  Sugar  Cane 
3-Row  Cultivators 
Dist.  of  Perkins  & 
Rolls  Royce 
Diesel  Engines 


Builders  of  quality  farm  equipment 
since  1884.  Our  tractors  are  sold  in 
Europe  and  most  major  countries  of 
the  world. 

Landini  offers  a  full  line  of 
Agricultural  Tractors  from  47  to  142 
HP  in  2  and  4  wheel  drive. 

Landini  offers  Specialty  Tractors 
with  options  to  suit  a  wide  range  of 
specialized  agricultural  needs. 

NARROW  VINEYARD;  LOW  PRO- 
FILE; HIGH  CLEARANCE;  MUDDER 
AND  AGRICULTURAL  CRAWLERS; 
are  all  available  to  the  Landini  dealer. 

With  the  world  famous  Perkins 
Engine  and  transmission  options  of 
Shuttle,  Creeper,  under  the  overdrive 
Landini  tractors  better  meet  the 
specialized  growers  needs. 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE 


(Continued  front  page  15) 


SUGARCANE:  AREA  HARVESTED,  YIELD,  AND  PRODUCTION, 
BY  USE,  STATE,  AND  UNITED  STATES,  1989-1991 


USE 

AREA  HARVESTED 

YIELD1 

PRODUCTION1 

AND 
STATE 

1990 

1991 

1990 

1991 

1989 

1990 

1991 

1,000  ACRES 

TONS 

1,000  TONS 

For  Sugar 

PL 

419.0 

429.0 

35.5 

36.5 

12,717 

14,874 

15,658 

HI2 

72.0 

66.5 

90.8 

87.3 

7,082 

6,538 

5,805 

LA2 

201.0 

321.0 

20.6 

23.0 

7,440 

4,150 

7,383 

TX2 

34.4 

34.9 

26.5 

31.5 

830 

913 

1,099 

US 

726.4 

851.4 

36.4 

35.2 

28,069 

26,475 

29,945 

For  Seed 

PL 

15.0 

14.0 

35.5 

36.5 

471 

533 

511 

HI2 

7.0 

7.5 

26.4 

25.2 

195 

185 

189 

LA2 

44.0 

24.0 

20.6 

23.0 

643 

906 

552 

TX2 

1.8 

1.7 

20.6 

20.0 

48 

37 

34 

US 

67.8 

47.2 

24.5 

27.2 

1,357 

1,661 

1,286 

For  Sugar 
and  Seed 

PL 

434.0 

443.0 

35.5 

36.5 

13,188 

15,407 

16,169 

HI2 

79.0 

74.0 

85.1 

81.0 

7,277 

6,723 

5,994 

LA2 

245.0 

345.0 

20.6 

23.0 

8,083 

5,056 

7,935 

TX2 

36.2 

36.6 

26.2 

31.0 

878 

950 

1,133 

US 

794.2 

898.6 

35.4 

34.8 

29,426 

28,136 

31,231 

1  NET  TONS. 

2  CURRENT  ESTIMATES  CARRIED  FORWARD  PROM  EARLIER  FORECAST. 


'Precision 
Cliemical 
Control" 


PENN-TEX 

X  Helicopters,  Inc.  j 

Hwy.  90  East  —  Jeanerette,  LA 
318-276-7303 


CroDmate 


JEANERETTE,  LOUISIANA 

Highway  182,  West 

318/276-5051 


THIBODAUX,  LOUISIANA 

805  St.  Patrick  Highway 

504/447-4081 

NEW  ROADS,  LOUISIANA 

State  Highways  415  &  44 

Patin  Dyke  Road 

504/638-8343 
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FARM  NOTES 


and  pesticide  run  off  research  in  sugar- 
cane. T.  E.  Reagan,  Louisiana 
Agricultural  Experiment  Station,  Baton 
Rouge. 

Characterization  of  plant  resistance 
to  the  sugarcane  borer  in  varieties 
released  to  the  outfield.  William  H. 
White,  USDA-ARS,  Sugarcane 
Research  Unit,  Houma. 

Evaluation  of  commercial  and  ex- 
perimental canes  for  resistance  to  the 
Mexican  rice  borer.  William  H.  White, 
USDA-ARS,  Sugarcane  Research  Unit, 
Houma. 

Heritability  of  sugarcane  borer 
resistance.  William  H.  White,  USDA- 
ARS,  Sugarcane  Research  Unit,  Houma. 

Improvements  to  ratoon  stunting 
disease  diagnosis.  Michael  P.  Grisham, 
USDA-ARS,  Sugarcane  Research  Unit, 
Houma. 

Investigations  on  the  current  status, 
evaluation,  and  heritability  of 
resistance  to  stalk  rots  and  factors 
affecting  disease  severity.  J.  W.  Hoy, 
Louisiana  Agricultural  Experiment 
Station,  Baton  Rouge. 

A  study  of  brown  spot/brown  stripe 
disease  complex  of  sugarcane:  The 
organism,  distribution,  varietal  reaction 
of  sugarcane,  and  the  conditions  under 
which  it  develops.  Calvin  P.  Viator, 
Nicholls  State  University. 

Atrazine  accumulation  and  move- 
ment in  soil  and  methods  of  improving 
its  use  efficiency.  James  L.  Griffin,  Lou- 
isiana Agricultural  Experiment  Station, 
Baton  Rouge. 

Weed  control  programs  for  succes- 
sion planted  sugarcane  and  for  fields 
treated  with  filter  press  mud.  James  L. 
Griffin,  Louisiana  Agricultural  Experi- 
ment Station,  Baton  Rouge. 

Enhancement  of  asulox  activity  on 
johnsongrass  and  evaluation  of  sugar- 
cane varietal  tolerance.  James  L.  Grif- 


(Continued  from  page  6) 

fin,  Louisiana  Agricultural  Experiment 
Station,  Baton  Rouge. 

Development  of  johnsongrass  and 
bermudagrass  management  strategies 
for  sugarcane.  E.  P.  Richard,  Jr.,  USDA- 
ARS,  Sugarcane  Research  Unit,  Houma. 

IV.   PROCESSING 

Textile  fibers  from  sugarcane.  John 
Collier,  Louisiana  State  University, 
Baton  Rouge. 

The  clarification  and  utilization  of 
cane  mill  washwater.  D.  F.  Day,  Lou- 
isiana Agricultural  Experiment  Station, 
Baton  Rouge. 

Managing  sugarcane  washwater. 
F.  A.  Martin,  Louisiana  Agricultural 
Experiment  Station,  Baton  Rouge. 

Boiler  proposal.  Harold  Birkett, 
Louisiana  Agricultural  Experiment  Sta- 
tion, Baton  Rouge. 

Increased  productivity  through 
monitoring  of  factory  and  cane  yard. 
Stephen  J.  Clarke,  Louisiana  Agri- 
cultural Experiment  Station,  Baton 
Rouge. 

Improved  purification  systems  in 
sugarcane  processing.  Stephen  J. 
Clarke,  Louisiana  Agricultural  Experi- 
ment Station,  Baton  Rouge. 

X-ray  fluorescence  analysis  for 
sugarcane  products.  Stephen  J.  Clarke, 
Louisiana  Agricultural  Experiment  Sta- 
tion, Baton  Rouge. 

Automation  of  multiple  effect 
evaporators.  Archibald  D.  Hill,  Univer- 
sity of  Southwestern  Louisiana. 

Desugarization  of  sugarcane 
molasses.  Michael  Saska,  Louisiana 
Agricultural  Experiment  Station,  Baton 
Rouge. 

INTERNATIONAL  SOCIETY  OF 
SUGAR  CANE  TECHNOLOGISTS 

The  21st  Congress  of  the  Interna- 
tional Society  of  Sugar  Cane  Technol- 
ogists was  held  March  5  through  14, 
(Continued  on  page  18) 
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FARM  NOTES 

1992  in  Bangkok,  Thailand.  This  author 
was  fortunate  enough  to  be  able  to  at- 
tend the  meeting,  field  tours  and  sugar 
exhibition.  There  were  over  100 
technical  papers  presented  in  addition 
to  over  25  poster  presentations  and  four 
different  symposiums  on  molecular 
biology,  energy,  processing  and 
mechanization.  Some  75  companies 
from  11  countries  participated  in  the  ex- 
hibition. Field  tours  included  presenta- 
tions on  production  practices  in 
Thailand,  a  technical  display  at  the 
research  University,  and  a  meeting  with 
one  of  the  grower  associates.  Factory 
tours  included  visits  to  two  separate  fac- 
tories and  sea  port  facilities.  Also  in- 
cluded were  demonstrations  of  typical 
Thai  dances  and  cultural  events.  The 
Congress  as  a  whole  was  enjoyed  by  all 
and  was  not  only  informative  but  in- 
teresting as  well. 


ATTENTION 

ALLEE,  ALLEE  &  ALLEN 

Announces  Its 

Precision  Grading  Service 
Lazerplane  Equipped 

•  Better  drainage 

•  Better  weed  control 

•  Increase  acreage 

Also  Agent  for 
Spectro  Physics 
Laser  Plane  Sale 

St.  James,  Louisiana  70086 

(504)  265-3965 


(Continued  from  page  1 7) 

PROWL  LABEL 

On  March  9,  1992  the  EPA  granted 
a  specific  exemption  under  the  pro- 
visions of  Section  18  of  the  Federal  In- 
secticide, Fungicide  and  Rodenticide 
Ace  to  the  Louisiana  Department  of 
Agriculture  and  Forestry  for  the  use  of 
pendimethalin  (Prowl)  in  sugarcane  to 
be  effective  until  June  30,  1992.  With 
the  wet  weather  which  has  again  oc- 
curred this  year,  the  use  of  Prowl  may 
again  be  important  for  the  effective  con- 
trol of  Itchgrass  and  browntop  panicum. 
There  are  conditions  for  the  use  of  this 
product  which  should  be  followed  so  that 
this  industry  might  comply  with  the 
rules  as  outlined  by  EPA  in  its  letter  to 
the  Louisiana  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture and  Forestry.  Further  details  con- 
cerning the  application  of  Prowl  can  be 
obtained  from  this  office  or  from  your 
county  agent's  office. 


THE  BATON  ROUGE  LINE 

(Continued  from  page  8) 

and  several,  punitive  damages,  and  the 
new  insurance  guaranty  association. 
Basically,  passage  of  these  bills  will 
make  it  easier  to  sue  and  obtain  more 
in  damages.  In  turn,  this  will  increase 
insurance  costs  and  make  it  more  dif- 
ficult for  business  to  operate.  These  are 
serious  threats  and  we  will  provide  more 
information  to  you  on  the  specifics  of 
these  issues  as  time  goes  on. 

We  urge  you  to  call  us  during  the 
session  with  any  questions  or  concerns 
you  might  have,  or  information  you 
might  need.  Our  phone  number  is 
504-766-1359  and  we  will  get  back  to 
you  as  soon  as  possible. 


18 


THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN 


IN  THE  FACTORY 

Hawaii  we  shared  our  ideas  and  con- 
cerns. For  both  of  us,  few  new  projects 
were  embarked  upon  with  out  discus- 
sion over  the  phone.  It  will  be  hard  not 
to  pick  up  the  phone  and  say  "What 
about  this,  Bill?" 

Beyond  the  rather  personal  level 
which  I  have  described  so  far,  it  is  im- 
portant to  note  Bill's  role  in  progress 
towards  a  modern  and  diversified  sugar- 
cane industry.  Current  research  ac- 
tivities of  the  group  include  the  produc- 
tion of  sucrose  based  polymer  cross- 
linking  agents,  steam  explosion  systems 
for  bagasse  and  other  fibers  and  the 
chromatographic  recovery  of  sugars 
from  molasses.  Bill's  unconventional 
background  was  a  great  asset  in  his 
work  since  it  made  him  think  along 
lines  unavailable  to  a  conventionally 
trained  sugarman. 

Bill  also  leaves  many  friends  in  the 


(Continued  from  page  9) 

sugar  industries  of  Jamaica,  Louisiana 
and  other  parts  of  the  world.  He  had 
travelled  quite  widely  in  sugar  areas 
both  attending  conferences  and  acting 
as  a  United  States  Agency  for  Interna- 
tional Development  consultant.  Perhaps 
I  should  have  entitled  this  article  "Our 
Friend  Bill." 


SUGAR  BULLETIN 

WANT  ADS 

GET  RESULTS!! 

206  E.  Bayou  Rd. 
Thibodaux,  LA  70301 

(504)  448-3707 


MODEL  B830  FORD  TRACTOR 


ULTRA-COMMAND  POWERSHIFT 

170  PTO  HORSEPOWER 

16.9X28  R1  FRONT  TIRES 

20.8  X  38  R2  REAR  TIRES 

22V2  INCH  CROP  CLEARANCE 

WHISPER  QUIET  CAB 

3  YEAR  WARRANTY  %  NO  DEDUCTIBLE 

ASK  US  ABOUT 

LOW  INTEREST  FINANCING  FOR  60  MONTHS 

SPECIAL  FLEET  DISCOUNT 

BUY  NOW  AND  SAVE  BIG!! 


1-800-969-0068 


M  &  L  INDUSTRIES  INC. 


1210  ST.  CHARLES  ST. 
3811  HWY.  90  EAST 
5810  AIRLINE  HWY. 


HOUMA,  LOUISIANA  70360  504/876-2280 

BROUSSARD,  LOUISIANA  70518  318/837-2763 

BATON  ROUGE,  LOUISIANA  70805       504/355-7716 
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Commercial  Members  of  the 

AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE 

OF  THE  U.S.A.,  INC. 


ASHLAND  CHEMICAL 

1109  S.  Choctaw  Dr. 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70815 

ASSUMPTION  BANK  &  TRUST  CO. 
P.O.  Box  398  Napoleonville,  LA  70390 

BROUSSARD,  BUSH  &  HURST,  INC. 

11764  Haymarket  Dr. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70816 

CAMECO  INDUSTRIES,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  968  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

J.L  CASE 

P.O.  Box  171818 

Memphis,  TN  38187-1818 

THE  CROPMATE  COMPANY 

Fertilizer  Region 

P.O.  Box  28  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

DRAVO  LIME  COMPANY 

Pelican  State  Division 

12797  Scenic  Highway 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70807 

DUPLANTIER,  HRAPMANN, 

HOGAN,  &  MAHER 

Certified  Public  Accountants 

821  Gravier  Suite  1300 

New  Orleans,  Louisiana  70112 

ESTES  REFRACTORY 
P.O.  Box  94  Jeanerette,  LA  70544 

FIRST  COMMERCIAL  BANK 
521  Main  St.  Franklin,  LA  70538 

FIRST  NATIONAL  BANK  OF  HOUMA 
P.O.  Box  6096  Houma,  LA  70361 

FIRST  SOUTH  PCA 
P.O.  Box  667  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

P.O.  Box  10908  New  Iberia,  LA  70562 

GULF  ENGINEERS  &  CONSULTANTS,  INC. 

535  Main  Street 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 

LOUISIANA  CANE  MFG.,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  71  Thibodaux,  LA  70301 


LOUISIANA  NATIONAL  SECURITY  BANK 
P.O.  BOX  108  420  Mississippi  St. 

Donaldsonville,  LA  70346 
12328  Hwy.  44  Gonzales,  LA  70737 

M&L  INDUSTRIES 
1210  St.  Charles  St.  Houma,  LA  70360 

3811  Hwy.  90  East         Broussard,  LA  70518 
5810  Airline  Hwy.     Baton  Rouge,  LA  70805 

NADLER,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  359 

Plaquemine,  LA  70765 

CoBANK 

Jackson  Region 

1800E,  County  Line  Road 

P.O.  Box  16099 

Jackson,  MS  39236 

OUACHITA  FERTILIZER 

Route  7,  Box  49-F 

New  Iberia,  LA  70560 

ST.  MARY  BANK  &  TRUST  CO. 
Franklin,  LA  70538 

SELF  INSURANCE  ADMINISTRATORS 

P.O.  Box  11509 

New  Iberia,  LA  70562-1509 

A  Member  Company  of  Huval  Insurance  Group 

STANDARD  SUPPLY  &  HARDWARE 

CO.,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  60620         New  Orleans,  LA  70160 

3.D  CHEMICAL,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  607 

St.  Martinville,  LA.  70582 

WESTWAY  TRADING  CORP. 

228  St.  Charles  Ave.,  Suite  700 

New  Orleans,  LA  70130 

WHITNEY  NATIONAL  BANK 

228  St.  Charles  Avenue 
New  Orleans,  LA  70130 
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Best  Values  in  New  Equipment 


After  three  years, 
nothing  matches  the 
MAGNUM  warranty. 
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Five  years  or  5,000  hours.  That's 
the  coverage  you  get— at  no  extra 
charge— on  every  new  MAGNUM" 
tractor.  In  fact,  it's  the  same 
warranty*  that  covers  every 
MAGNUM  tractor  ever  built. 

And,  while  the  competition 
offers  an  occasional  free  warranty, 


they  haven't  put  it  on  every 
tractor.  Besides,  only  MAGNUM's 
5 -year/5000- hour  warranty  can  be 
fully  transferred  without  a  fee. 
That  gives  the  MAGNUM  tractor's 
already  high  re.sale  value  another 
boost.  And  it  gives  you  another 
good  reason  to  buy. 


See  us  today  about  an  on-farm 
demonstration.  Once  you  work 
one,  you'll  understand  why 
MAGNUM  means  more  than  ever. 


•Kxclutling  lifcs,  which  are  covered  by  Iheir 
own  manufacturers'  warranties.  A  $200  deductible 
applies  to  each  repair  after  the  first  year. 


See  These  Case  IH  Dealers 


Gremillion's,  Inc. 

New  Roads,  LA 
(504)  638-6347 

Baton  Rouge,  LA 
(504)  357-6453 


Lanier  Int'L  Inc. 

Abbeville,  LA 
(318)  893-1988 


Lemann's  Farm  Supply  Inc. 

Thibodaux,  LA 
(504)  447-3776 
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UP  FRONT 
WITH  THE  LEAGUE 

By  P.  J.  deGravelles 

As  the  environmental  problems  for  the  Louisiana  sugar  industry 
proliferated,  the  Board  of  Directors  found  it  necessary  to  hire  a  con- 
sultant to  advise  the  industry  in  this  area.  On  August  1,  1991,  Gulf 
Engineers  and  Consultants,  Inc.,  of  Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana 
assumed  the  position  as  the  League's  environmental  consultant. 
Beginning  with  the  following  article,  the  staff  of  Gulf  Engineers  will 
write  a  monthly  column  in  The  Sugar  Bulletin  on  current 
agricultural  or  processor  environment  issues. 


ENVIRONMENTAL  OVERVIEW  — 

GULF  ENGINEERS  &  CONSULTANTS,  INC. 

HAZARDOUS  WASTE  MANAGEMENT 


The  Resource  Conservation  and 
Recovery  Act  (RCRA)  of  1976  is  the 
primary  Federal  legislation  controlling 
hazardous-waste  management.  RCRA  is 
a  comprehensive  law,  intended  to  in- 
stitute "cradle  to  grave"  control  of 
hazardous  waste  including  extensive 
documentation  (paperwork)  governmen- 
tal controls  and  enforcement.  Regula- 
tory authority  under  RCRA  extends  to 
virtually  every  industrial,  commercial 
and  private  endeavor,  except  possibly 
the  inside  of  a  private  home  used  ex- 
clusively as  a  dwelling.  States  agreeing 
to  adopt  and  enforce  the  Federal  Rules, 
as  did  Louisiana,  are  delegated  enforce- 
ment authority  under  RCRA. 

Responsibility  (and  liability)  for 
hazardous  waste  rests  primarily  on  the 
generator  of  the  waste,  although 
transporters  and  disposers  also  have 
responsibilities.  When  specific  culprits 
cannot  be  identified,  liability  can 
ultimately  fall  back  upon  owners  of  pro- 
perty where  hazardous  waste  is 
disposed. 


Hazardous  waste  is  used  as  a  broad 
term  to  denote  products  and  waste 
materials  discarded  from  homes,  com- 
mercial establishments,  industries  and 
institutions,  and  which  pose  an 
unreasonable  risk  to  human  health  and 
safety,  property,  and  the  environment. 
Whether  these  materials  be  pesticides 
used  in  agriculture,  gasoline  leakage 
from  fueling  facilities,  heavy  metals 
from  laboratory  testing  residues,  or 
solvents  used  to  degrease  mechanical 
parts,  hazardous  waste  regulations  must 
be  considered. 

Hazardous  waste  may  be  more 
specifically  defined  as  any  liquid,  solid, 
semisolid,  or  contained  gas  that  is  either 
discarded  or  stored  with  the  intent  of 
"discarding".  Specific  areas  of  concern 
to  the  sugar  industry  include  discarded 
containers  containing  pesticide  residues, 
degreaser  and  solvent  baths,  and  lead 
subacetate  residues. 

Generators  of  hazardous  wastes 
must  comply  with  guidelines  for  storage 
(Continued  on  page  17) 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE  WITH  DON  WALLACE 


GATT  UPDATE 

Negotiators  did  not  meet  the 
original  deadline  of  April  15  set  by 
Arthur  Dunkel,  Director  General  of  the 
GATT,  when  he  tabled  his  proposal  in 
December.  According  to  media  reports, 
the  E.G.  and  the  U.S.  held  bilateral  ses- 
sions in  London  on  April  14,  and  the 
E.G.  did  not  present  any  new  proposals. 
You  will  remember  that  the  differences 
between  the  U.S.  and  the  E.G.  in  the 
agricultural  sector  have  brought  the 
GATT  to  an  impasse.  Some  have  pre- 
dicted that  an  April  22  summit  between 
President  Bush  and  the  European  Gom- 
munity  Gommission  President  Jacques 
Delors  here  in  Washington  could 
unblock  the  Uruguay  Round  talks.  Ac- 
cording to  the  Journal  of  Commerce, 
E.G.  External  Relations  Gommissioner 
Frans  Andriessen  said  "a  positive  set- 
tlement could  and  should  be  within  the 
time  schedule  already  agreed,  (which 
means)  before  the  end  of  this  month." 
Sources  here  in  Washington  indicate 
that  USDA  is  nervous  about  the  April 
22  meeting  between  Presidents  Bush 
and  Delors.  The  President  and  his  staff 
have  been  thoroughly  briefed,  but  once 
behind  closed  doors,  anything  could 
happen. 

Present  plans  call  for  a  resumption 
of  talks  in  Geneva  at  some  level  either 
the  week  of  April  26  or  May  1  or  both. 


de  la  GARZA  CONTINUES 

INTERNATIONAL 

TRADE  HEARINGS 

Ghairman  of  the  House  Gommittee 
on  Agriculture  Kika  de  la  Garza 
scheduled  hearings  on  both  the  GATT 
and  NAFTA  negotiations.  On  March  31, 
administration  officials,  as  well  as  a  Sec- 
tion 22  commodities  panel,  were  asked 


to  testify  before  the  full  committee.  Jack 
Roney ,  Executive  Vice  President  of  the 
Hawaiian  Sugar  Planters  Association, 
represented  the  sugar  industry  on  the 
Section  22  panel.  This  hearing  followed 
three  previous  "status-report"  hearings 
on  the  GATT  before  the  committee,  and 
reiterated  the  established  positions  of 
the  Administration  and  the  different 
commodity  groups.  Luther  Markwart, 
Executive  Vice  President  of  the 
American  Sugarbeet  Growers  Associa- 
tion, testified  for  the  U.S.  sugar  industry 
at  a  NAFTA  hearing  on  April  8.  Mark- 
wart testified  that  forty-one  countries 
traditionally  supply  sugar  to  the  U.S. 
market.  Ganada  and  Mexico  are  among 
the  15  countries  which  are  actually  net 
importers,  yet  they  sell  sugar  to  the  U.S. 
Within  this  context,  Markwart  outlined 
three  concerns  of  the  U.S.  sugar  in- 
dustry regarding  the  NAFTA  negotia- 
tions: 1)  maintaining  Ganada's  and 
Mexico's  historic  shares  of  the  U.S.  raw 
sugar  import  quota;  2)  preventing  cir- 
cumvention of  the  quota  via  sugar- 
containing  products;  and  3)  maintaining 
U.S.  access  to  the  Ganadian  and  Mex- 
ican markets.  He  pointed  out  that 
reason  for  such  concerns  in  part  stems 
from  a  request  by  Mexico  to  be  given  an 
import  quota  by  the  U.S.  of  not  less  than 
1.5  million  metric  tons  of  sugar.  "In  our 
view,  this  request  is  outrageous,  un- 
conscionable, and  greedy,  and  doesn't 
even  justify  the  dignity  of  a  response  by 
our  negotiators,"  Markwart  said. 

In  a  March  25  letter  to  U.S.  Trade 
Ambassador  Garla  Hills,  Represent- 
atives Jerry  Huckaby  and  Bill  Emerson 
expressed  their  concerns  about  what  an 
increase  to  the  sugar  import  quota  to 
both  Mexico  and  Ganada  would  do  to  our 
domestic  industry.  They  stated  that  "if 

(Continued  on  page  18) 
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FARM  NOTES  By  Dr.  Charley  Richard 

BEST  MANAGEMENT  PRACTICES  —  ASSCT  —  DR.  BEN  LEGENDRE 
CONTACT  COMMITTEE  —  SEED  CANE  REPORTS  —  CROP  REPORT 


A  new  phrase  connected  with  the  en- 
vironment which  you  will  be  hearing 
more  and  more  about  in  future  years  is 
"Best  Management  Practices"  or  what 
is  more  commonly  referred  to  as 
"BMP's".  Actually,  the  concept  of 
following  certain  practices  which  were 
designed  to  protect  the  environment  has 
been  around  for  a  long  time  and  many 
growers  have  utilized  them  before  only 
now  they  will  be  called  BMP's.  More  and 
more  agencies  which  have  some  jurisdic- 
tion or  control  over  the  way  agriculture 
units  operate  are  attempting  to  con- 
struct a  list  of  practices  or  regulations 
that  should  be  followed.  Unfortunately 
some  of  these  agencies,  and  there  are 
many  agencies  involved,  have  little  or 
no  knowledge  of  agricultural  practices. 
Therefore,  a  committee  begun  in  the 
LSU  Agricultural  Center  and  current- 
ly being  spearheaded  by  the  Louisiana 
Cooperative  Extension  Service  will  look 
at  the  possibility  of  outlining  an  accept- 
able set  of  Best  Management  Practices 
for  all  commodities.  These  BMP's,  in 
order  to  be  effective,  will  need  to  be 
economically  acceptable  to  the  farming 
community  as  well  as  effective  in  pro- 
tecting the  environment  otherwise  they 
will   not   be   considered   as   practical. 


Liquid  Fertilizers 
For  Sugar  Cane 


OUACHITA 


FERTILIZER 


NEW  IBERIA,  LA.        (318)  367-8233 


Members  of  the  League  staff  will  be  par- 
ticipating in  this  task  and  should  have 
some  input  in  the  final  set  of  BMP's  that 
are  prepared.  One  of  many  concerns  is 
that  BMP's  may,  in  time,  become  man- 
datory rather  than  voluntary  as  may  be 
stipulated  in  certain  legislation.  The 
League's  Environmental  Committee  is 
attempting  to  stay  abreast  of  current  en- 
vironmental legislation  and  is  working 
along  with  Farm  Bureau  and  others  to 
preserve  the  rights  of  farmers  while  do- 
ing our  share  to  protect  the  environ- 
ment. Much  more  will  be  written  in 
future  articles  concerning  BMP's  and 
other  effects  of  both  national  and  state 
environmental  legislation. 

ASSCT 

The  joint  meeting  of  the  Louisiana 
and  Florida  Divisions  of  the  American 
Society  of  Sugar  Cane  Technologists  will 
be  held  in  St.  Augustine,  Florida  from 
June  17  to  19,  1992.  Anyone  interested 
in  attending  this  meeting  should  contact 
Dr.  Denver  Loupe,  General  Secretary- 
Treasurer  for  ASSCT  at  LSU  in  Baton 
Rouge,  Louisiana.  The  meeting  site  will 
be  the  Ponce  de  Leon  Hotel  with 
registration  beginning  on  Wednesday, 
June  17  and  technical  sessions  held  on 
Thursday  and  Friday,  June  18  and  19. 
This  is  always  a  good  meeting  with 
many  scientific  papers  presented.  It  also 
provides  for  a  good  exchange  of  informa- 
tion between  members  of  the  Louisiana 
and  Florida  industries. 

DR.  BEN  LEGENDRE 

At  the  recent  Congress  of  the  Inter- 
national Society  of  Sugar  Cane  Tech- 
nologists held  in  Bangkok,  Thailand, 
(Continued  on  page  22) 
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3-D 


specializing  in 
Quality  Built  Spray  Units 
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available  with  200  or  300 

gallon  tanks 

sturdy  3  point  Quick  Hitch 

Hydraulic  arms  with  brake 

away  design 

3  or  5  row  manifold 

PTO  or  hydraulic  pump 

uses  spraying  systems 

components 


Designed  specifically  for  the  sugar  farmer 

For  more  information  call 

(3 1 8)  394-480 1     or     1  -800-732-3787 


Farm  Financing  From 
Follcs  Wiio  Understand. 

Sometimes  it's  hard  to  explain  —  to  someone 
who  doesn't  know  your  business  —  why  you  need 
money  and  how  you  plan  to  use  it. 

At  First  South  Production  Credit  Association  you 
won't  have  to  educate  our  loan  officers. 

They  understand  farming  and  they'll  tailor  a 
financing  package  to  fit  your  needs. 

We'll  help  you  buy  that  new 

tractor,  get  the  crop  in  this 

year,  make  farm  improvements 

or  just  keep  the  cash  flow  flowing. 

Because  You  Deserve  It. 

Give  us  a  call. 


First  South 

Production  Credit  Association 


LESTER  SIMON 


HARVEY  GONSOULIN 


MAY  1,  1992 


The  Baton  Rouge  Line 

By  Tom  and  Linda  Spradley 


The  Legislature  convened  on  March 
30,  and  will  be  concerned  primarily  with 
filing  bills  until  April  13.  At  that  time, 
the  Legislature  will  adjourn  for  one 
week  to  review  bills  and  discuss  issues 
with  constituents. 

On  Monday,  April  13,  the  Senate  is 
scheduled  to  debate  redistricting  for 
Congress,  BESE,  and  the  PSC. 
However,  there  appears  to  be  little  con- 
sensus on  any  one  plan  at  this  point  and 
it  is  likely  that  the  debate  will  be 
postponed  unless  some  agreement  can 
be  worked  out  prior  to  Monday. 

As  of  April  10,  few  bills  had  been  in- 
troduced, leading  us  to  believe  that  both 
houses  will  "dump"  bills  on  the  last  day 
for  filing,  leaving  everyone  scrambling 
to  determine  what  bills  have  been  in- 
troduced, and  to  whose  advantage  or 
detriment. 

There  are  two  areas  in  which  the 
sugar  industry  is  likely  to  face  serious 
attack:  employee  relations  issues, 
primarily  agency  shop,  and  trial  at- 
torney issues. 

Organized  labor  has  not  been  reti- 
cent in  approaching  the  agency  shop 
legislation  and  has,  without  a  doubt, 
targeted  this  issue  as  the  most  impor- 
tant one  (for  them)  this  session.  Needless 
to  say,  that  means  business  has  a  fight 
on  its  hands. 

Agency  shop  would  effectively 
repeal  Right  to  Work.  It  would  require 
non-union  workers  in  a  union  shop  to 
pay  dues  under  the  guise  of  "fees".  This 
is  an  attempt  to  make  unions  more 
powerful  at  the  expense  of  workers  who 
choose  not  to  belong,  not  to  mention 
violating  a  person's  fundamental  rights 
of  not  having  to  support  a  union  to  main- 
tain    employment.    It    would    crush 


economic  development  efforts  in  Loui- 
siana; we  would  stand  alone  in  the 
South  as  the  only  state  that  does  not 
have  Right  to  Work. 

The  trial  attorneys  have  filed 
legislation  that  could  put  employers  in 
the  position  of  fighting  tort  suits  on  top 
of  workers  comp  claims.  The  exclusive 
remedy  provisions  of  the  system  will  be 
under  attack  as  opponents  seek  to  allow 
an  injured  worker  of  a  subcontractor  to 
sue  an  employer.  This  means  any  con- 
tract worker  could  be  able  to  sue  you  for 
injuries  occurring  on  the  job. 

Additionally,  the  trial  attorneys  are 
expected  to  file  legislation  that  will  turn 
back  the  clock  on  tort  reform  advances 
made  in  recent  years,  promoting  legisla- 
tion that  will  allow  easier  access  to  those 
with  "deep  pockets". 

We  urge  you  to  call  or  write  your 
legislator  today  and  convey  your  feel- 
ings about  this  type  of  legislation.  The 
legislators  need  to  hear  from  the  people 
back  home  that  this  is  bad  for  business, 
bad  for  the  economy,  and  bad  for  the 
people. 

You  can  contact  your  senator  at 
504-342-2040;  your  representative  at 
504-342-6945.  Additionally,  please  call 
us  at  504-766-1359  any  time  to  discuss 
legislation.  We  want  to  hear  from  you. 
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IN  THE  FACTORY 

Stephen  J.  Clarke 

Audubon  Sugar  Institute 

Louisiana  Agricultural  Experiment  Station 

ISSCT  BANGKOK,  1992 


The  XXI  Congress  of  the  Interna- 
tional Society  of  Sugarcane  Tech- 
nologists (ISSCT)  held  in  Bangkok  last 
month  was  the  second  of  these  confer- 
ences that  I  have  attended,  the  prior  be- 
ing the  1986  Congress  in  Jakarta.  To 
me,  the  prime  value  of  such  gatherings 
is  the  opportunity  to  discuss  informally 
our  common  interests  in  sugar  tech- 
nology with  colleagues  from  other  coun- 
tries that  we  rarely  meet  otherwise. 

The  organization  of  the  conference 
was  good  and  the  hospitality  first  class. 
In  the  factory  section  only  one  paper  was 
not  presented  due  to  the  absence  of  the 
speaker,  though  several  papers  were 
presented  by  other  than  the  author,  thus 
limiting  discussion  after  the  paper.  A 
major  problem  was  that  the  papers  were 
not  available  at  the  conference  and  it 
was  therefore  impossible  to  read  them 
before  presentation.  The  quality  of 
papers,  as  far  as  clarity  of  presentation 
and  proper  use  of  visual  aids,  varied 
greatly.  Given  the  length  of  time  be- 
tween submission  and  acceptance,  there 
is  little  excuse  for  poor  presentation  of 
material. 

Several  symposia  on  various  aspects 
of  industrial  operation  were  substituted 
for  extended  plenary  papers,  each  sym- 
posium being  dedicated  to  a  specific  sub- 
ject. The  material  described  in  them  is 
summarized  in  this  or  next  month's  ar- 
ticle. Poster  presentations  were  made  of 
ongoing  research  work  but  there  were 
few  of  these  related  to  analytical 
methods,  factory  processing  and 
by-products. 


Of  the  papers  dealing  with  factory 
operations,  few  contained  new  informa- 
tion that  had  not  been  published 
elsewhere.  There  were  several  in- 
teresting papers  describing  particular 
factory  situations  and  solutions  to  their 
problems,  but  much  of  this  was  very 
specific  to  that  factory.  Several  papers 
dealt  with  juice  extraction  and  more 
with  various  aspects  of  crystallization, 
but  none  with  clarification  and 
filtration. 

An  interesting  paper  was  given  by 
Cullen  and  McKay  from  Australia  en- 
titled "A  Review  of  the  Influence  of  Mill 
Size  on  Milling  Capacity".  This  is  one 
of  the  papers  that  would  have  been  very 
valuable  to  have  at  the  meeting  since  it 
contained  much  useful  information 
which  is  of  interest  to  Louisiana  mill 
engineers.  The  relationship  between 
torque  load  and  power  for  a  range  of 
compactions  was  discussed  for  mills  of 
different  size,  along  with  the  influence 
of  feeding  arrangements  and  the  effect 
on  capacity  of  desired  extraction  perfor- 
mance and  shredder  configuration. 
Estimates  were  given  of  the  crushing 
capacity  of  mills  of  different  size  and  the 
design  factors  such  as  shaft,  shell  and 
pinion  strengths  that  have  to  be  con- 
sidered as  mills  are  increased  in  size. 
Also  described  were  the  capital  costs  of 
mills  of  sizes  from  6  to  10  ft.  and  the 
analysis  carried  out  to  determine  the 
capital  cost  per  unit  of  crushing  capaci- 
ty. The  analysis  established  that  there 
tends  to  be  a  minimum  cost  for  mills  of 
(Continued  on  page  24) 
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Raw  Cane  Sugar  Manufacturer's  Institute 

Nicholls  State  University  —  June  1  -  June  11,  1992 


Objectives 

The  objectives  of  this  program  are: 

a.  to  promote  training  which  will  up- 
grade the  skills  of  participants  mak- 
ing them  better  employees; 

b.  to  provide  background  knowledge  so 
that  participants  will  be  better 
prepared  to  assume  positions  of 
responsibility  and  leadership;  and, 

c.  to  develop  in  participants  an  ap- 
preciation for  the  total  operation  of 
the  plant. 

Textbook  and  references 

The  textbook  for  the  Institute  will  be 
Cane  Sugar  Handbook,  11th.  ed.  by 
Meade  and  Chen.  References  will  be 
selected  by  instructors  for  their  respec- 
tive topics  and  will  be  reproduced,  bound 
into  a  handbook  and  provided  to  each 
participant. 

Course  Format 

Classes  will  be  lecture  and  discussion. 
Instructors  will  be  encouraged  to  con- 
duct an  informal  class  in  order  to  en- 
courage questions  and  discussions  by 
participants.  A-V  equipment  will  also  be 
utilized  when  appropriate.  After  suc- 
cessful completion  of  course,  4  credit 
hours  will  be  awarded  each  participant. 

Cost 

The  total  fees  for  the  short  course  are 
$895  per  participant.  This  includes 
room,  board,  and  for  all  workshop 
materials.  Fees  for  commuters  are  $695. 
Please  make  checks  payable  to: 
Nicholls  State  University 

Topics 

1.  Introduction 

2.  Cane  as  the  Raw  Material 

Varieties,  Sampling  and  Payment 
Scale 


3.  Preparation  and  Milling 

Storage,  Washing,  Chopping, 
Crushing/Diffusion,  Maceration 
Water,  Sanitation 

4.  Clarification  and  Filtration 
Purification,  Apparatus, 
Reagents,  Reaction,  Heating 

5.  Evaporation  and  Crystallization 
Evaporation,  Boiling  Systems, 
Pans  and  Designs,  Molasses 
Exhaustion 

6.  Centrifugals 

Principles,  Efficiency,  Maintenance 

7.  Energy  Economy 

Steam  Balances,  Energy  Balance, 
Electrical  Utilization,  Boiler 
Efficiencies,  Bagasse  as  a  Source 
of  Fuel 

8.  Instrumentation  and 
Automation 

Juice  Scales,  Flow  Meters, 
Controls,  Valves 

9.  Chemical  Control 

Chief  Chemists,  Laboratory, 
Factory  Control 

10.  Computerization 

Cane  Payments,  Records  and 
Reports,  Maintenance,  Inventory, 
Operational  Control 

11.  Raw  Sugar/Molasses 
Handling,  Storage  and  Marketing 

12.  Government  Programs/ 
Regulations 

Farm  Bill,  E.P.A.,  O.S.H.A.,  Quotas 

13.  Problem  Solving,  Resume, 
Evaluation 


For  More  Information  Contact: 

Dr.  Robert  Falgout 
Department  of  Agriculture 
Nicholls  State  University 
P.  O.  Box  2013 
Thibodaux,  LA  70310 
Telephone:  (504)  448-4870 
FAX:  (504)  448-4297 
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Sugar  Cane  Production  Institute 

Nicholls  State  University  —  June  22  -  July  2,  1992 


Objectives 

The  objectives  of  this  program  are: 

a.  to  acquaint  the  participant  with  the 
production  and  manangement  prac- 
tices of  the  sugar  cane  industry. 

b.  to  provide  background  knowledge  so 
that  participants  will  be  better 
prepared  to  assume  positions  of 
responsibility  and  leadership;  and, 

c.  to  develop  in  participants  an  ap- 
preciation of  the  problems  and  possi- 
ble solutions  of  the  industry. 

References 

No  textbook  will  be  required  for  the 
course.  However,  references  will  be 
selected  by  the  instructor  and  will  in- 
clude journals  and  periodicals  such  as 
Sugar  y  Azucar,  Sugar  Journals,  Sugar 
Bulletin  and  various  experiment 
recommendations. 

Course  Format 

Classes  will  be  lecture  and  discussion 
and  will  be  conducted  in  such  a  way  as 
to  encourage  questions  and  discussions 
by  participants.  A-V  equipment  will  also 
be  utilized  when  appropriate.  After  suc- 
cessful completion  of  course,  four  credit 
hours  will  be  awarded  each  participant. 

Cost 

The  total  fees  for  the  institute  are  $895 
per  participant.  This  includes  room, 
board,  and  for  all  workshop  materials. 
Fees  for  commuters  are  $695.  Please 
make  checks  payable  to: 

Nicholls  State  University 


1. 


2. 


Topics 

Overview  of  Sweeteners  and  U.S. 
Sugar  Cane  Industries 
Government  Programs  and 
Regulations 


7. 


8. 

9. 
10. 
11. 


12. 


13. 


14. 


15. 


History,  Botany,  Physiology,  New 

Technologies 

Variety  Development  Programs 

Drainage  and  Irrigation 

Cultural  practices:  Land 

Leveling,  Seedbed  Preparation, 

Planting,  Cultivation 

Fertilization:  Soil  Testing, 

Liming,  Recommendations  and 

Application 

Weeds  and  Their  Control 

Insects  and  Their  Control 

Diseases  and  Their  Control 

Harvesting  Philosophy:  Ripeners, 

Topping,  Cane  Sampling, 

Dextran,  Method  of  Payment 

Harvesting  Methods:  Harvesters, 

Filers,  Loaders,  etc. 

Record  Keeping  and  Statiscal 

Analysis 

Environmental  Concerns  and 

Regulations 

Problem  Solving,  Evaluation 


For  More  Information  Contact: 

Dr.  Robert  Falgout 
Department  of  Agriculture 
Nicholls  State  University 
P.  O.  Box  2013 
Thibodaux,  LA  70310 
Telephone:  (504)  448-4870 
FAX:  (504)  448-4297 


CroDmate 


FERTILIZER 


JEANERETTE,  LOUISIANA 

Highway  182,  West 

318/276-5051 


THIBODAUX,  LOUISIANA 

805  St.  Patrick  Highway 

504/447-4081 

NEW  ROADS,  LOUISIANA 

State  Highways  415  &  44 

Patin  Dyke  Road 

504/638-8343 


MAY  1,  1992 
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Cane  Sugar  Refiners'  Institute 

Nicholls  State  University  —  July  12  ■  24,  1992 


Objectives 

The  objectives  of  this  program  are: 

a.  to  promote  training  which  will  up- 
grade the  skills  of  participants  mak- 
ing them  better  employees; 

b.  to  provide  background  knowledge  so 
that  participants  will  be  better 
prepared  to  assume  positions  of 
responsibility  and  leadership;  and, 

c.  to  develop  in  participants  an  ap- 
preciation for  the  total  operation  of 
the  plant. 

Textbook  and  references 

The  textbook  for  the  Institute  will  be 
Cane  Sugar  Handbook,  11th.  ed.  by 
Meade  and  Chen.  References  will  be 
selected  by  instructors  for  their  respec- 
tive topics  and  will  be  reproduced,  bound 
into  a  handbook  and  provided  to  each 
participant. 

Course  Format 

Classes  will  be  lecture  and  discussion. 
Instructors  will  be  encouraged  to  con- 
duct an  informal  class  in  order  to  en- 
courage questions  and  discussions  by 
participants.  A-V  equipment  will  also  be 
utilized  when  appropriate.  After  suc- 
cessful completion  of  course,  4  credit 
hours  will  be  awarded  each  participant. 

Cost 

The  total  fees  for  the  short  course  is 
$950  per  participant.  This  includes 
room,  board,  and  all  workshop 
materials.  Fees  for  commuters  are  $750. 
Please  make  checks  payable  to: 
Nicholls  State  University 


Topics 

1.  Overview  of  the  Sugar  Refining 
Industry 

2.  Clarification  Methods 

3.  Absorption  Process  Ion  Exchange 

4.  High-Grade  and  Low-Grade 
Crystallization 

5.  Computerized  Crystallization 

6.  Conditioning,  Storage  of 
Granulated  and  Liquid  Sugar 

7.  Centrifugals  and  Their  Operation 

8.  Sugar  Marketing 

9.  Energy  Economy 

10.  The  Control  Laboratory 

11.  Operational  Computers 

12.  Basic  Instrumentation 

13.  Overview  of  Legal  Regulations 
(EEOC,  EPA,  FDA,  OSHA,  etc.) 

14.  Statistical  Quality  Control 

15.  Problem  Solving,  Panel  of  Experts 

16.  Resume,  Evaluation 

For  More  Information  Contact: 

Dr.  Robert  Falgout 
Department  of  Agriculture 
Nicholls  State  University 
P.  O.  Box  20i: 
Thibodaux,  LA  70310 
Telephone:  (504)  448-4870 
FAX:  (504)  448-4297 


Take  Stock  In 

America 

Buy  U.S.  Savings  Bonds 
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CLASSIFIED 


WANTED:   International  or  John   Deere  Hi-Crop  Tractors.  Any  age!  Any  condition!   Call 
1-800-738-2263. 


WANTED  TO  BUY:  Broussard  Cane  Harvester  also  Self-propelled  Cane  Loader.  Call  Erne  Plessala, 
Jr.  at  (318)  229-4971. 

FOR  SALE:  Hydraulic  Shredder  on  boom  for  cutting  trees  —  3pt.  $2,000  heavy  duty;  Broussard 
Cane  Loader  on  830  Case  Tractor  $3,000;  Transloader  Transfer  Cane  Cart  $400.  Will  trade  for 
whatever  I  could  use  on  Sugarcane  Farm.  Call  Erne  Plessala,  Jr.  at  (318)  229-4971. 


FOR  SALE:  7100  Single  Row  Cameco  Harvester;  1066  Int'l  Low-clear  Tractor;  4  Davis  Wagons. 
Call  (504)  545-3856  or  (504)  545-3479. 


FOR  SALE:  Fergerson  60"  Heavy  Duty  tiller  and  row  opener  with  new  guage  wheels  and  tires; 
1  —  2-105  White  Hi-clearance  Cane  Tractor  like  new  —  low  hours;  1  —  J  &  L  S-18  Cane  Harvester 
with  3304  Caterpillar  engine.  Harvester  cut  90  acres  of  cane  per  year  —  low  hours;  1  —  Thomson 
flex  boom  cane  loader  mounted  on  D-17  tractor;  1  —  Thomson  3  row  off  bar  set.  Self  propelled 
front  end  loader  powered  by  John  Deere  engine.  Contact  Fred  Pierce,  Sr.,  Lockport,  LA  or  call 
(504)  532-3457  between  11  a.m.  and  1  p.m.  or  after  6  p.m.  (No  Collect  Calls). 


FOR  SALE:  JD  4430  Hi-Crop  Power  Shift,  year  round  cab,  1976  model,  field  ready  $18,000.  Call 
(504)473-9861. 

FOR  SALE:  2  —  Drum  Cane  Planters  —  $4,000  each;  1  —  Neighbors  3  Compartment  Cane  Trailer 
—  $5,000  —  Radial  Tires;  Drum  off  of  Cameco  Cane  Planter  —  Best  offer.  Call  Frank  Pearce  & 
Sons  at  (504)  625-3157  after  6:00  p.m. 


FOR  SALE:  JD  4430  Power  Shift;  JD  4240  Hi-Clearance;  JD  4230;  JD  2240;  IH  1066;  JD  3-row 
choppers  with  off  bar  attachment;  J  &  L  Cane  Cutter  S-15;  Tandem  Cane  Cart;  2  Grader  Blades 
12'  wide  on  wheels;  2  Rayne  Plane  Land  Level  42'  long;  3-row  Trip  Bottom  Plow;  JD  6-row  Hipper; 
2  —  1640  Discs  —  17'  Long;  3  Point  Backhoe.  Contact  Grady  Dugas.  Call  (318)  845-4774. 


FOR  SALE:  Cameco  2-row  Harvester  300  hrs.  on  engine  cab  &  air,  1  season  left  on  warranty  on 
engine;  1  —  91 70  Deutz  front  wheel  assist  tractor  —  1 ,400  hrs.,  warranty  still  on  tractor.  Call  (31 8) 
229-4988. 


FOR  SALE:  Tractor  Mounted  Thompson  Hercules  Cane  Loader  on  Allis  Chalmer;  D-19  Tractor 
-  Good  Condition,  $6,000  or  Best  Offer!  Call  John  Falcon  at  (504)  473-7169  or  (504)  473-6162. 


FOR  SALE:  2  —  20  ft.  x  5  ft.  Planter's  Aides  —  rebuilt  in  1986  —  excellent  condition  —  $2,450 
each.  Call  Malcolm  0.  Landry  (318)  276-6810. 


WANTED:  Land  Leveler  in  good  condition.  1,000  gal.  Water  Tank.  Call  Malcolm  0.  Landry  (318) 
276-6810. 
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cMemorials 


Charles  E.  Billeaud 

On  Saturday,  March  21,  1992,  Charles  E.  Billeaud 
passed  away  in  Lafayette,  Louisiana.  Mr.  Billeaud  served  on 
the  League's  Board  of  Directors  for  many  years  and  at  the 
time  of  his  death  was  an  Honorary  Board  Member. 

A  native  and  lifelong  resident  of  Broussard,  Mr.  Billeaud 
was  the  last  surviving  grandson  of  Martial  Billeaud,  Sr.,  who 
was  the  founder  of  the  Billeaud  Sugar  Factory.  Prior  to  his 
retirement  in  1980,  Mr.  Billeaud  was  employed  by  Billeaud 
sugar  factory  for  47  years. 

Mr.  Billeaud  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Catherine,  a  son 
and  a  daughter. 


Agustin  Cabrer 

On  Monday,  March  23,  1992,  Agustin  'Tito''  Cabrer 
passed  away  in  Humacao,  Puerto  Rico.  Mr.  Cabrer  was 
chairman  of  the  board  of  Sterling  Sugars,  Inc.  in  Franklin, 
Louisiana. 

Mr.  Cabrer  was  an  engineering  graduate  of  the 
Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology  and  had  extensive 
experience  in  the  sugar  industry,  both  in  Puerto  Rico  and  the 
U.S.  He  first  became  associated  with  Sterling  Sugars  in  the 
early  1950's  and  was  elected  a  director  of  the  corporation 
in  1954.  He  became  vice  president  on  February  18,  1960, 
and  was  elected  president  on  May  20,  1974.  On  May  5, 
1988,  he  was  elected  chairman  of  the  board. 

Mr.  Cabrer  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Gladys,  a  son  and 
two  daughters. 
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SUGARCANE  PRODUCTION  COSTS: 
DO  YOU  KNOW  YOURS? 

By  Harvey  Gonsoulin,  Regional  Vice  President 
First  Soutli  Production  Credit  Association 


For  the  past  five  years,  First  South 
Production  Credit  Association  has  con- 
ducted a  cost  survey  among  sugarcane 
farmers  to  determine  the  cost  per  acre 
for  the  various  expenses  incurred  to  pro- 
duce and  harvest  sugarcane.  Farmers 
participating  in  the  program  receive  a 
computer  printout  showing  costs  for 
each  farming  operation.  Names  are 
omitted  for  confidentiality.  Participants 
in  the  program  are  grouped  into  acreage 
categories. 

The  1991  costs  per  acre  will  be 
calculated  on  the  following  basis: 

1.  Acres  in  cultivation 

2.  Acres  produced  (including  acreage 
used  for  seed) 


3.  Acres  harvested 

The  printout  the  farmers  receive 
will  show  the  total  costs  per  acre  for  the 
above  acreage  figures  and  also  the  costs 
per  "harvested  acre"  for  items  such  as 
labor,  fuel,  fertilizer,  chemicals,  interest 
and  various  other  expenses. 

We  will  continue  to  show  the  "acres 
planted"  since  any  significant  change  in 
this  figure  can  influence  cost  per  acre. 
In  addition  to  costs,  the  computer  print- 
out will  show  yield  per  acre  and  cost  per 
pound  of  CRS.  We  all  know  that  input 
costs  alone  do  not  determine  farm  effi- 
ciency. The  report  shows  the  "cost  per 
pound  of  sugar"  so  that  the  farmer  can 
(Continued  on  page  21) 
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Kane  Kart  Parts 

Tires 

Oil  &  Grease 

Welding  Service 

Fertilizers 

and 
Chemicals 


BoutteRd.  Loreauville,  LA         318-229-6415 
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Possible  Causes  of  Weak  Plant 
Cane  during  Spring,  1992 

By  Jeff  Hoy 

Department  of  Plant  Pathology  and  Crop  Physiology 

Louisiana  Agricultural  Experiment  Station 

Louisiana  State  University  Agricultural  Center 


It  has  become  apparent  that  this 
season  there  are  more  plant  cane  fields 
with  poor  stands  than  normal.  There  is 
a  lot  of  plant  cane  with  adequate  to  good 
stands,  but  fields  with  weak  and  often 
gappy  stands  can  be  found  in  all  areas 
of  the  cane  belt.  Digging  in  these  fields 
reveals  rotted  seed  cane  with  dead  buds 
and  shoots.  The  purpose  of  this  article 
is  to  discuss  the  possible  causes  of  this 
problem. 

There  are  four  different  diseases 
that  can  cause  rotting  of  seed  cane  in 
Louisiana.  These  diseases  are  named: 
red  rot,  pineapple  disease,  Fusarium 
sett  rot,  and  Phytophthora  seed  piece 
rot.  The  fungi  that  cause  these  diseases 
enter  stalks  through  wounds,  the  ends 
of  stalks,  or  nodes  (where  the  buds  are 
located  on  the  stalk).  These  diseases 
may  occur  singly  or  in  combination. 

Red  rot  is  thought  to  be  the  most  im- 
portant stalk  rot  in  Louisiana.  The 
symptoms  it  causes  are  a  bright  red 
discoloration  with  interspersed  "white 
spots"  or  patches  of  stalk  tissue  that  are 
not  discolored.  Recently,  there  have 
been  more  reports  of  pineapple  disease. 
The  rot  resulting  from  this  disease 
becomes  dark,  almost  black,  and  the 
stalk  tissues  disintegrate  leaving  black 
strands  that  were  the  water  vessels.  The 
disease  is  named  for  the  fruity  odor  that 
can  be  smelled  in  rotted  tissues. 

Many  of  the  rot  symptoms  observed 
this  year  have  not  been  characteristic  of 
any  one  disease.  As  stalk  rot  becomes 
more  advanced,  many  different  organ- 
isms invade  the  rotting  tissues  and  the 


appearance  of  the  rot  changes.  It  is  also 
difficult  to  isolate  the  pathogen  that 
started  the  problem  from  tissues  with 
advanced  rot.  Isolations  made  this  year 
have  detected  the  red  rot  pathogen  at 
some  locations  and  the  pineapple 
disease  pathogen  at  others.  In  some 
cases,  it  has  not  been  possible  to  isolate 
a  pathogen. 

We  know  that  stalk  rot  pathogens 
are  the  cause  of  the  problem.  However, 
the  more  important  question,  and  a  dif- 
ficult question  to  answer,  is:  why  do  we 
have  severe  stalk  rot  in  some  fields  this 
season?  Factors  that  affect  or  determine 
stalk  rot  severity  include  variety  suscep- 
tibility, seed  cane  quality,  and  the  occur- 
rence and  intensity  of  plant  stress 
caused  by  adverse  environmental 
conditions. 

Sugarcane  varieties  vary  in  the 
amount  of  damage  that  the  different 
diseases  can  cause.  Overall,  CP  65-357 
and  CP  70-321  are  the  varieties  most 
susceptible  to  severe  stalk  rot,  whereas 
CP  72-370,  CP  74-383,  and  LCP  82-89 
are  less  susceptible  to  damage.  This  is 
the  case  this  season,  as  most  of  the  prob- 
lems have  occurred  in  fields  of  CP 
65-357  and  CP  70-321.  Stand  problems 
have  also  been  observed  in  some  fields 
of  CP  74-383.  This  variety  is  known  to 
have  inconsistent  plant  cane  stands  in 
early-planted  fields. 

Seed  cane  quality  factors  that  may 
affect  stalk  rot  severity  are  the  number 
or  frequency  of  stalk  wounds  and  the 
physiological  or  nutritional  status  of  the 

(Continued  on  page  20) 
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UP  FRONT  WITH  THE  LEAGUE        (Continued  from  page  4) 


of  their  hazardous  waste;  otherwise  they 
will  be  subject  to  storage-facility  permit 
requirements.  Guidelines  for  allowable 
generator  storage  times  vary  depending 
on  the  amount  of  hazardous  waste 
generated  on  a  monthly  basis. 
Generators  of  more  than  1000  kg  (2200 
lb.)  have  90  days  before  they  are 
classified  as  storage  facilities  under 
RCRA  regulations.  Generators  of 
between  100  and  1000  kg  (220  and  2200 
lbs.)  can  store  up  to  180  days  before  they 
are  required  to  have  a  storage  permit. 
This  class  of  smaller  generators  has  an 
additional  90  days  if  they  have  to  trans- 
port the  waste  off  site  farther  than  200 
miles. 

Generators  of  hazardous  waste  are 
required  by  RCRA  regulations  to: 

•  Determine  if  a  waste  is  hazardous 

•  Obtain  an  identification  number 


•  Obtain  a  facility  permit,  if 
accumulating  waste  on  site  for 
more  than  90  days 

•  Use  appropriate  container  and 
labeling  for  shipment 

•  Prepare  a  manifest  system  for 
tracking  the  waste 

•  Submit  an  annual  activities 
summary. 

In  addition  to  a  commitment  to  pro- 
per waste  treatment  and  disposal, 
management  programs  need  to  address 
means  of  waste  reduction  through  pro- 
duct substitution,  industrial  process 
changes,  including  recovery  and  reuse. 


THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN 
(504)  448-3707 


GOODYEAR 


SPECIAL 
SURE-GRIP  TD-8 


QOCX)YEAR  TIRES  FOR 
YOUR  CAR,  TRUCK.  FARM 
OR  OFF  HWY.  EQUIPMENT 


NOBODY  FITS  YOU 
LIKb:  GOODYEAR 


•  24  HR.  ROAD  SERVICE 

•  COMPLETE  AUTOMOTIVE 
CERTIFIED  SERVICE 

•  TRUCK  TIRE  BALANCE 
AND  ALIGNMENT 


Gt^NERAL  ELECTRIC 
AUTHORIZED  DEALER 


SUPER  TRACTION  •  SUPER  STRENQTN 


7:30  AM  -  6:00  PM  MON.  -  FRI. 
7:30  AM  -  1 :00  PM  SAT 
1203  ST.  PATRICK  HWY 
THIBODAUX 

YOUR  ON  FARM  SERVICE  SPECIALIST 


GOODYEAR  AUTO  SERVICE  CENTER 
1  -800-25e-1 269        (504)  447-2696 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE 


(Continued  from  page  5) 


the  proposed  special  import  quantity  is 
granted  in  addition  to  the  current  tariff 
rate  quota,  it  will  threaten  the  no-cost 
provision  of  the  Farm  Bill  and  hurt  U.S. 
producers  by  lowering  prices."  Huckaby 
and  Emerson  urged  Ambassador  Hills  to 
consider  these  concerns  carefully 
"before  moving  forward  with  any  agree- 
ment on  sugar." 

USDA  RELEASES  SUGAR  AND 
SWEETENER  SITUATION 
AND  OUTLOOK  REPORT 

USDA  reports  that  the  1991/92 
world  sugar  production,  forecast  at 
111.4  million  metric  tons,  raw  value,  is 
down  1.3  million  tons  from  the  forecast 
published  in  December  and  only  1.9 
million  tons  below  the  record  113.2 
million  tons  in  1990/91.  The  downturn 
largely  reflects  sharply  lower  production 
estimates  for  Cuba  and  the  former 
USSR  that  more  than  offset  improved 
outturns  in  other  major  producing  coun- 
tries, particularly  Brazil  and  Thailand. 

Cane  sugar  is  forecast  at  73.7 
million  tons,  up  2.3  percent  from 
1990/91.  This  accounts  for  about  two- 
thirds  of  the  global  sugar  estimate. 


Estimated  fiscal  1991/92  U.S.  sugar 
production  from  cane  and  beets  is  7.20 
million  short  tons,  raw  value,  up  3.0  per- 
cent from  1991.  Cane  sugar  production 
for  fiscal  1991/92  is  forecast  at  3.45 
million  tons,  up  about  360,000  from  a 
year  earlier.  Louisiana's  crop  is  forecast 
up  almost  300,000  tons  from  the  prior 
freeze-damaged  crop,  while  Florida's 
output  is  forecast  at  1.83  million  tons, 
slightly  above  last  season's  record. 
Hawaii  is  forecast  at  750,000  tons,  up 
3.6  percent.  Hawaii  has  had  several 
years  of  weather-related  production 
problems. 

Louisiana  sugarcane  production  for 
sugar  in  crop  year  1991/92  totalled  7.38 
million  tons,  up  78  percent  from  last 
year  and  comparable  with  the 
7.44-million-ton  crop  of  1989.  The  in- 
crease from  1990/91  followed  a  60  per- 
cent increase  in  acreage  harvested  for 
sugar  plus  an  average  yield  per  acre 
that  was  2.4  tons  higher.  USDA's  cur- 
rent sugar  production  estimate  of 
765,000  tons  is  based  on  recent  reports 
from  the  industry. 

(Continued  on  page  19) 
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1992  SWEETENER  SYMPOSIUM 
TO  BE  HELD  IN  MAUI,  HAWAII 

The  ninth  Annual  International 
Sweetener  Symposium,  sponsored  by 
the  American  Sugar  Alliance,  will  be 
held  August  8-13  at  the  beautiful  Hyatt 
Regency  Maui.  The  Symposium  will  pro- 
vide a  forum  for  discussion  of  issues  fac- 
ing the  domestic  sugar  industry.  Pro- 
gram participants  will  address  the  im- 
pact of  the  GATT  and  NAFTA  negotia- 
tions on  the  U.S.  sugar  industry,  the 
operation  of  our  current  sugar  program 
under  its  new  regulations,  and  what  to 
expect  from  the  changing  political  scene. 


(Continued  from  page  18) 

For  further  information  on  the  Sym- 
posium, contact  the  League  office. 


PROSPECTIVE  SUGARBEET 
PLANTINGS 

The  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
released  its  1992  prospective  plantings 
on  March  31.  Growers  expect  to  plant 
1.44  million  acres  of  sugarbeets  in  14 
states  in  1992.  If  intentions  are  realized, 
planted  acreage  will  be  up  two  percent 
from  last  year  and  the  highest  sugarbeet 
acres  since  1976.  Intentions  by  state  are 
as  follows: 


jl 

SUGARBEETS:  Area  Planted,  by  State  and  United  States,  1990-921                ! 

AREA  PLANTED 

STATE 

1990 

1991 

19922 

1992/1991 

_  1,000  ACRES 

PERCENT 

CA 

173.0 

160.0 

165.0 

103                         \ 

CO 

40.8 

39.4 

40.3 

102                          i 

ID 

188.0 

196.0 

205.0 

105 

Ml 

160.0 

171.0 

172.0 

101 

MN 

368.0 

369.0 

374.0 

101                           1 

MT 

55.2 

56.6 

56.0 

99                          ' 

NE 

75.1 

82.0 

82.5 

101 

ND 

193.9 

195.0 

195.0 

100                          1 

OH 

20.0 

20.3 

21.1 

104                          jl 

OR 

17.2 

18.9 

21.5 

114                          li 

TX 

41.9 

41.5 

40.0 

96 

WY 

65.0 

69.0 

70.0 

101 

OTHER 

i 

STATES 2 

2.3 

2.3 

1.9 

83 

US 

1,400.4 

1,421.0 

1,444.3 

101.6 

1  RELATES  TO  YEAR  OF  INTENDED  HARVEST  EXCEPT  FOR  OVERWINTERED  SPRING  PLANTED 
BEETS  IN  CA. 

2  INCLUDES  NM  AND  WA. 
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WEAK  PLANT  CANE 

stalks.  The  nodes  represent  barriers 
that  slow  the  progress  of  disease.  This 
is  why  we  plant  whole  stalks  in  Louis- 
iana. However,  wounds  caused  by  the 
stalk  borer  or  the  harvester  provide  en- 
try points  for  pathogens  that  result  in 
rot  being  initiated  at  multiple  points  on 
the  stalk. 

With  our  fall  planting  system,  stalk 
rots  have  the  opportunity  to  develop 
over  a  period  of  six  to  seven  months.  The 
seed  cane  stalks  and  developing  shoots 
must  endure  a  period  of  inactive  growth 
that  lasts  three  to  four  months.  During 
all  this  time,  periods  of  adverse  en- 
vironmental conditions,  particularly 
drought  and  waterlogging,  can  cause 
stress  in  the  plants  that  increases  their 
susceptibility  to  stalk  rot.  It  is  a  tribute 
to  the  toughness  of  sugarcane  that  it 
grows  at  all  under  our  growing 
conditions. 

So  what  combination  of  factors  has 
led  to  the  development  of  stalk  rot  suf- 
ficient to  cause  poor,  gappy  stands  in 
some  fields  of  CP  65-357  and  CP  70-321? 
Due  to  the  many  factors  involved,  there 
is  no  simple  explanation.  The  quality  of 
the  seed  cane  planted  this  past  fall  was 
often  not  as  good  as  usual.  Many  farms 
experienced  borer  control  problems  and 
had  to  plant  seed  cane  with  moderate  to 
heavy  borer  damage.  In  addition,  the 
problems  experienced  in  getting  out  fer- 
tilizer and  herbicides  meant  that  the 
seed  cane  may  not  have  been  as  strong 
and  vigorous  as  usual.  The  occurrence 
of  stress  due  to  adverse  environmental 
conditions  during  the  fall  varied  on  a 
farm  to  farm  and  even  field  to  field 
basis.  The  effect  of  the  early  November 
freezes  is  uncertain.  Most  shoots  were 
only  killed  to  the  soil  line  and  began  to 
grow  again  once  warmer  weather 
resumed.  Many  fields  with  problem 
stands  appear  to  have  had  a  good  stand 


(Continued  from  page  16) 

in  the  fall.  It  may  be  that  severe  stalk 
rot  did  not  develop  until  the  occurrence 
of  very  wet  conditions  during  January 
and  February. 

Possible  factors  that  I  did  not  men- 
tion before  include  soil  type,  date  of 
planting,  and  rate  of  planting.  No  par- 
ticular soil  type  has  consistently  been 
associated  with  problem  fields  this  year. 
There  was  some  observational  evidence 
this  season  that  late  planted  cane  was 
more  likely  to  have  a  problem.  However, 
in  experiments  conducted  over  a  ten- 
year  period  by  Dr.  Ray  Ricaud,  date  of 
planting  did  not  affect  yields  of  the  com- 
mercial varieties.  Finally,  the  rate  of 
planting  is  a  factor  that  does  seem  to  be 
associated  with  stand  problems  due  to 
stalk  rot. 

If  conditions  favoring  severe  stalk 
rot  occur,  then  stand  problems  are  most 
likely  to  occur  in  fields  with  a  low  plant- 
ing rate.  In  Louisiana,  the  system  of 
planting  whole  stalks  and  a  low  of  them 
was  adopted  to  provide  insurance  that 
an  adequate  stand  would  be  obtained 
even  in  the  occassional  severe  stalk  rot 
year.  Fields  that  are  planted  with  a  lot 
planting  rate  are  heat  treated  seed  and 
Kleentek  seedcane  "off  the  truck". 
These  fields  are  more  likely  to  develop 
stand  problems  if  severe  rotting  occurs. 
More  severe  rotting  was  not  associated 
with  Kleentek  cane,  with  the  possible 
exception  of  CP  65-357  KT  "off  the 
truck".  Stress  predisposes  CP  65-357  to 
severe  stalk  rot.  Under  borderline  stress 
conditions,  the  additional  stress  of 
handling  and  transportation  may  be 
enough  to  trigger  severe  stalk  rot 
development  in  this  variety,  so  CP 
65-357  KT  "off  the  truck"  should  be 
handled  with  extra  care. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  stanSs  in  some 
of  these  problem  fields  will  fill  in  enough 
(Continued  on  page  21) 
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(Continued  from  page  15) 
know  his  break  even  cost  per  pound. 

Any  Louisiana  sugarcane  farmer 
can  enroll  in  the  cost  analysis  program 
by  contacting  any  representative  of  the 
American  Sugar  Cane  League  or  by  call- 
ing their  local  PCA  office.  Many  farmers 
have  enrolled  in  the  program  for  several 
years.  Yearly  cost  of  production  figures 
can  be  helpful  to  growers  who  are  striv- 
ing for  efficiency. 

The  1991  cost  analysis  printout  will 
be  generated  very  soon.  All  that  is 
necessary  to  participate  in  the  program 
is  to  complete  a  one  page  form.  Your  par- 
ticipation in  this  program  is  encouraged. 
It  may  give  you  valuable  information  to 
use  in  making  your  financial  manage- 
ment decisions. 


WEAK  PLANT  CANE 

(Continued  from  page  20) 

to  yield  well.  CP  65-357  is  a  variety  that 
is  notorious  for  starting  slowly  in  the 
spring,  and  this  has  been  a  cool  spring. 
It  all  depends  on  how  many  and  how 
large  the  gaps  are.  Weak  stands  with 
few  but  regularly  spaced  shoots  may  end 
up  doing  fine.  When  there  are  gaps  of  six 
feet  or  more,  yields  will  suffer. 

People  have  been  known  to  complain 
that  it  is  hard  to  get  a  straight  answer 
out  of  scientists.  This  article  may  be  a 
good  example.  The  developent  of  severe 
stalk  rot  is  determined  by  an  interaction 
of  many  factors.  This  year,  enough  fac- 
tors have  favored  disease  development 
that  a  stand  problem  has  developed  in 
some  fields.  If  you  have  one  of  these 
fields,  it  is  hoped  that  this  article  will 
give  you  a  better  understanding  of  what 
the  possible  causes  may  be. 


MODEL  8830  FORD  TRACTOR 


ULTRA-COMMAND  POWERSHIFT 

170  PTO  HORSEPOWER 

16.9X28  R1  FRONT  TIRES 

20.8  X  38  R2  REAR  TIRES 

22V2  INCH  CROP  CLEARANCE 

WHISPER  QUIET  CAB 

3  YEAR  WARRANTY  •  NO  DEDUCTIBLE 

ASK  US  ABOUT 

LOW  INTEREST  FINANCING  FOR  60  MONTHS 

SPECIAL  FLEET  DISCOUNT 

BUY  NOW  AND  SAVE  BIG!! 


1-800-969-0068 


M  &  L  INDUSTRIES  INC. 


1210  ST.  CHARLES  ST. 
3811  HWY.  90  EAST 
5810  AIRLINE  HWY. 


HOUMA,  LOUISIANA  70360  504/876-2280 

BROUSSARD,  LOUISIANA  70518  318/837-2763 

BATON  ROUGE,  LOUISIANA  70805       504/355-7716 
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FARM  NOTES 


Dr.  Ben  Legendre,  Research  Leader  at 
the  USDA  Sugarcane  Research  Unit  in 
Houma,  was  elected  to  the  Executive 
Committee  of  ISSCT  and  will  serve  as 
Vice-Chairman  of  the  Committee.  This 
is  the  Board  which  controls  the  overall 
activities  of  the  Society  and  Dr.  Brian 
Egan  of  Australia  was  elected  as  Chair- 
man. The  Staff  at  the  League  con- 
gratulates Dr.  Legendre  in  his  election 
to  this  position  as  it  brings  much 
recognition  to  the  Louisiana  and  U.S. 
sugar  industries.  He  will  serve  for  a  six 
year  term  on  the  Board  which  will  carry 
it  through  two  Congresses,  the  next  be- 
ing in  1995  in  Columbia  and  the  follow- 
ing one  in  1998  at  a  site  to  be  deter- 
mined in  1995. 

CONTACT  COMMITTEE 

The    Annual    Contact    Committee 
Meeting  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane 


(Continued  from  page  6) 

League  will  be  held  on  the  morning  of 
Friday,  July  10,  1992.  The  agenda  is 
now  being  prepared  and  will  be  in  the 
next  issue  of  the  Sugar  Bulletin.  The 
general  topic  of  the  meeting  will  center 
around  research  projects  which  you  the 
membership  have  funded  through  your 
League  dues.  This  will  be  your  oppor- 
tunity to  see  just  how  your  money  is  be- 
ing spent  and  find  out  the  newest  in 
research  results.  There  will  also  be  some 
discussion  on  environmental  matters 
since  that  seems  to  be  a  matter  of  top 
priority.  Plans  are  being  made  to  have 
a  representative  of  the  Department  of 
Environmental  Quality  there  to  address 
the  audience  on  possible  changes  in 
regulations  which  could  affect  air  quali- 
ty. Mark  your  calendars  now  for  this  im- 
portant meeting  and  plan  to  be  there  to 

(Continued  on  page  23) 


Landini  Tractors 
2  &  4  Wheel  Drive 
42  -  145  H.P. 
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M.  J.  NAQUIN,  INC 

A  G  POWER  &  MACHINERY 

205  ARMS  ST. 

THIBODAUX,  LOUISIANA  70301 

(504)  447-3296 


Mfg.  of  Sugar  Cane 
3-Row  Cultivators 
Dist.  of  Perkins  & 
Rolls  Royce 
Diesel  Engines 


Builders  of  quality  farm  equipment 
since  1884.  Our  tractors  are  sold  in 
Europe  and  most  major  countries  of 
the  world. 

Landini  offers  a  full  line  of 
Agricultural  Tractors  from  47  to  142 
HP  in  2  and  4  wheel  drive. 

Landini  offers  Specialty  Tractors 
with  options  to  suit  a  wide  range  of 
specialized  agricultural  needs. 

NARROW  VINEYARD;  LOW  PRO- 
FILE; HIGH  CLEARANCE;  MUDDER 
AND  AGRICULTURAL  CRAWLERS; 
are  all  available  to  the  Landini  dealer. 

With  the  world  famous  Perkins 
Engine  and  transmission  options  of 
Shuttle,  Creeper,  under  the  overdrive 
Landini  tractors  better  meet  the 
specialized  growers  needs. 
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FARM  NOTES      (Continued  from  page  22) 


ask  whatever  questions  you  have  of  the 
researchers. 

SEED  CANE  REPORTS 

As  is  usually  the  case,  ASCS  reps 
tell  us  that  there  are  still  a  few  growers 
who  have  not  yet  reported  their  seed 
cane  acreage  used  last  year.  This  author 
and  many  others  have  written  articles 
concerning  the  importance  of  good 
record  keeping  and  believe  that  it  is  ex- 
tremely important  that  growers  make 
every  attempt  to  at  least  comply  with 
this  request  as  well  as  keeping  other 
records  that  should  be  of  great  interest 
to  you  as  you  try  to  asses  your  own  pro- 
gress. Grood  farmers  of  tomorrow  will  not 
only  be  good  growers  of  sugarcane  but 
good  businessmen  as  well.  If  you  haven't 
reported  your  acres  used  for  seed  during 
1991  please  do  so  as  soon  as  possible  at 
your  parish  ASCS  office. 

CROP  REPORT 

The  crop  report,  as  is  normal  for  this 
time  of  year,  is  mixed,  depending  upon 
the  location  in  the  cane  belt,  the  crop 
year  of  cane,  the  variety,  the  soil  type 
and  the  numerous  other  factors  that  nor- 
mally indicate  how  good  or  poor  a  crop 
looks.  There  are  some  very  poor  cane 
stands  which  are  quite  apparent  at  this 
time.  However,  there  are  also  some  good 
stand  of  cane  around  the  belt  and  other 
fields  which  still  have  the  potential  to 
make  adequate  stands  of  cane.  Some  of 
the  worse  fields  are  those  used  for  seed 
and  others  which  suffered  from  one  of 
numerous  rotting  organisms  as 
described  in  the  paper  by  Dr.  Jeff  Hoy 
elsewhere  in  this  issue  of  the  Sugar 
Bulletin. 

The  completion  of  field  work  is  about 
as  mixed  as  the  crop  report.  Some 
growers  are  well  advanced  with  fer- 
tilization while  others  have  not  yet  got- 
ten a  good  start.  Cultivation  is  good  in 


many  cases  and  Johnson  grass  has  not 
gotten  much  of  a  jump  on  the  cane  crop 
up  to  this  time.  Drying  conditions  have 
improved  for  many  growers  during  the 
first  two  weeks  of  April  and  the  amount 
of  field  work  has  greatly  increased  over 
what  was  available  during  February 
and  March.  However,  not  all  areas  of  the 
cane  belt  have  received  a  break  in  the 
weather  and  field  work  remains  far 
behind  for  growers  in  these  areas. 

There  is  some  cane  in  a  few  areas 
that  will  be  tall  enough  and  thick 
enough  to  consider  lay-by  within  the 
next  two  weeks.  It  is  felt  that  if  the  crop 
is  going  to  make  canopy  closure  then 
lay-by  in  early  May  should  not  be  harm- 
ful and  may  even  help  by  reducing  root 
pruning  later  in  the  season.  It  will  in- 
sure that  at  least  the  crop  gets  a  lay-by 
treatment  which  was  not  the  case  dur- 
ing the  wet  spring  of  1991. 
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IN  THE  FACTORY 

around  8  ft.  but  that  factors  such  as  in- 
creased compactions  and  minimum 
operating  costs  can  favor  larger  units. 
Another  interesting  development  in 
mill  design  was  described  by  Tosio  from 
South  Africa.  He  described  an  alternate 
design  for  mill  drive  couplings  which 
avoids  the  problems  due  to  lack  of  align- 
ment of  the  gearbox  shafts  and  mill 
roller  shafts.  The  radial  and  thrust  loads 
occurring  in  a  conventional  coupling 
were  described  and  the  desirability  of  a 
coupling  capable  of  accommodating  lift 
without  imposing  bending  moments  on 
the  shaft.  The  design  of  the  new  coup- 
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(Continued  from  page  9) 

ling  is  based  on  the  principle  of  apply- 
ing the  torque  between  driving  and 
driven  shafts  through  flexible  members 
acting  tangentially  in  a  plane  normal  to 
the  shafts.  The  design  described  allows 
modification  of  the  mill  gears  to  allow 
use  of  simpler  and  less  expensive 
systems.  After  five  years  of  operation  in 
one  mill  the  coupling  demonstrated  that 
it  has  eliminated  the  usual  problems  of 
tailbar  couplings. 

The  flow  pattern  of  liquid  per- 
colating through  the  bed  of  shredded 
cane  in  a  diffuser  has  a  marked  effect  on 
the  efficiency  of  the  diffuser.  A  simple 
approach  to  controlling  liquid  flow  in  a 
stage-wise  counter-current  diffuser  was 
described  by  Rein  and  Ingham  of  South 
Africa.  A  control  system  to  eliminate 
flooding  and  keep  percolation  rates  op- 
timized at  its  implementation  in  two  fac- 
tories was  described. 

Other  papers  on  milling  would  be  of 
little  interest  in  Louisiana  and  there 
was  only  one  paper  on  bagasse  combus- 
tion that  presented  new  information. 
Although  bagasse  drying  with  flue  gas 
is  almost  certainly  not  appropriate  in 
Louisiana,  there  are  circumstances 
when  efficient  boiler  operation  may 
outweigh  the  problems  associated  with 
drying  of  the  bagasse.  Some  basic  in- 
vestigations of  the  drying  character- 
istics of  bagasse  were  described  by 
Pilgrim  and  McGaw  of  Trinidad.  Their 
work  has  concentrated  upon  estab- 
lishing the  mechanism  for  bagasse  dry- 
ing and  producing  equations  suitable  for 
computer  modeling  of  bagasse  driers  for 
design  and  operation  purposes. 

More  varied  and  interesting  papers 
were  given  on  vacuum  pan  operation 
and  crystallization  in  general  and  these 
will  be  the  subject  of  next  month's 
article. 
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OF  THE  U.S.A.,  INC. 


ASHLAND  CHEMICAL 

1109  S.  Choctaw  Dr. 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70815 

ASSUMPTION  BANK  &  TRUST  CO. 
P.O.  Box  398  Napoleonville,  LA  70390 

BROUSSARD,  BUSH  &  HURST,  INC. 

11764  Haymarket  Dr. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70816 

CAMECO  INDUSTRIES,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  968  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

J.I.  CASE 

P.O.  Box  171818 

Memphis,  TN  38187-1818 

THE  CROPMATE  COMPANY 

Fertilizer  Region 

P.O.  Box  28  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

DRAVO  LIME  COMPANY 

Pelican  State  Division 

12797  Scenic  Highway 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70807 

DUPLANTIER,  HRAPMANN, 

HOGAN,  &  MAHER 

Certified  Public  Accountants 

821  Gravier  Suite  1300 

New  Orleans,  Louisiana  70112 

ESTES  REFRACTORY 
P.O.  Box  94  Jeanerette,  LA  70544 

FIRST  COMMERCIAL  BANK 
521  Main  St.  Franklin,  LA  70538 

FIRST  NATIONAL  BANK  OF  HOUMA 
P.O.  Box  6096  Houma,  LA  70361 

FIRST  SOUTH  PCA 
P.O.  Box  667  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

P.O.  Box  10908  New  Iberia,  LA  70562 

GULF  ENGINEERS  &  CONSULTANTS,  INC. 

535  Main  Street 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 

LOUISIANA  CANE  MFG.,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  71  Thibodaux,  LA  70301 


LOUISIANA  NATIONAL  SECURITY  BANK 
P.O.  BOX  108  420  Mississippi  St. 

Donaldsonville,  LA  70346 
12328  Hwy.  44  Gonzales,  LA  70737 

M&L  INDUSTRIES 
1210  St.  Charles  St.  Houma,  LA  70360 

3811  Hwy.  90  East         Broussard,  LA  70518 
5810  Airline  Hwy.     Baton  Rouge,  LA  70805 

NADLER,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  359 

Plaquemine,  LA  70765 

CoBANK 

Jackson  Region 

1800E,  County  Line  Road 

P.O.  Box  16099 

Jackson,  MS  39236 

OUACHITA  FERTILIZER 

Route  7,  Box  49-F 

New  Iberia,  LA  70560 

ST.  MARY  BANK  &  TRUST  CO. 
Franklin,  LA  70538 

SELF  INSURANCE  ADMINISTRATORS 

P.O.  Box  11509 

New  Iberia,  LA  70562-1509 

A  Member  Company  of  Huval  Insurance  Groupi 

STANDARD  SUPPLY  &  HARDWARE 

CO.,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  60620         New  Orleans,  LA  70160^ 

3-0  CHEMICAL,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  607 

St.  Martinville,  LA.  70582 

WESTWAY  TRADING  CORP. 

228  St.  Charles  Ave.,  Suite  700 

New  Orleans,  LA  70130 

WHITNEY  NATIONAL  BANK 

228  St.  Charles  Avenue 
New  Orleans,  LA  70130 
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OF  THE 
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FRIDAY,  JULY  10,  1992 

9:00  A.M. 

RIENZI  ROOM 

HOWARD  JOHNSON  LODGE 

201  N.  CANAL  BLVD. 
THIBODAUX,  LOUISIANA 


S!S«:«SiS«SS6«i«Si8«SSi3«K8iSS!!«i3!«!!a8S«J«iS8i^ 


We  stand  for  the  encouragement  of  Home 
Industries  as  against  Foreign  Competition 


Vol.  70  -  No.  9 


JUNE  1,  1992 


The  Sugar  Bulletin 


The  Official  Organ  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  of  the  U.S.A.,  Inc. 

P.  J.  deGravelles,  Editor  and  General  Manager 

Charles  A.  Richard,  Ph.D.,  Director  of  Research  and  Field  Representative 

Windell  R.  Jackson,  Senior  Agronomist 

Herman  Waguespack,  Jr.,  Agronomist 

John  Constant,  Business  Manager 

Nannette  B.  Nickens,  Office  Secretary 

Paul  G.  Borron,  III,  Legal  Counsel 


Washington  Representative: 
Wallace  and  Edwards,  Inc. 
1150  Connecticut  Avenue,  N.W. 
Suite  507 

Washington,  D.C.  20036 
Phone:  (202)  331-4331 


Baton  Rouge  Representative: 
Spradley  and  Spradley 
6216  Riverbend  Boulevard 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70820 
Phone:  (504)  766-1359 


Editorial  and  Executive  Office: 
206  E.  Bayou  Rd.,  Thibodaux,  LA. 
Phone:  (504)  448-3707 


70301 


OFFICERS  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS  OF  THE  AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE 


Daniel  Viator,  Ph.D,  Youngsville,  LA 
President 

Branan  Beyt,  Jeanerette,  LA 
1st  Vice-President 

P.  J.  "Pete"  deGravelles,  Thibodaux,  LA 
Vice  President  —  General  Manager 


Don  Wallace,  Washington,  DC 

Vice  President  —  Government  Relations 

Roland  Talbot,  Thibodaux,  LA 
Treasurer 

Irving  Legendre,  Jr.,  Thibodaux,  LA 
Secretary 


Bryan  Allain,  Jeanerette,  LA 
J.  G.  Beaud,  Jr.,  New  Roads,  LA 
Mike  Billeaud,  St.  Martinville,  LA 
Ramon  E.  Billeaud,  New  Orleans,  LA 
Felix  Blanchard,  New  Iberia,  LA 
Ronald  Blanchard,  Napoleonville,  LA 
Neal  Bolton,  St.  James,  LA 
Patrick  Cancienne,  Belle  Rose,  LA 
Lawrence  Dugas,  New  Iberia,  LA 
Dan  Duplantis,  Raceland,  LA 
John  F.  Gay,  Plaquemine,  LA 
Ronald  Gonsoulin,  New  Iberia,  LA 
Francis  Graugnard,  Edgard,  LA 
Warren  Harang,  III,  Donaldsonville,  LA 
Bobby  Judice,  Franklin,  LA 
Jackie  Judice,  New  Iberia,  LA 
Roger  Kahao,  Port  Allen,  LA 
Melvin  Landry,  New  Iberia,  LA 


A.  J.  LeBourgeois,  Baldwin,  LA 
D.  C.  Mattingly,  Paincourtville,  LA 
Jerry  McKee,  Thibodaux,  LA 
Leonard  Oncale,  Gheens,  LA 
William  S.  Patout  III,  Jeanerette,  LA 
Kenneth  Peltier,  Thibodaux,  LA 
Stanley  Pipes,  Franklin,  LA 
R.  L.  Roane,  Jeanerette,  LA 
Howard  Robichaux,  Labadieville,  LA 
Raphael  Rodriguez,  Franklin,  LA 
Mel  Schudmak,  White  Castle,  LA 
Frank  Sotile,  Donaldsonville,  LA 
David  Stewart,  Lakeland,  LA 
Jackie  Theriot,  Breaux  Bridge,  LA 
Charles  Thibaut,  Donaldsonville,  LA 
Glenn  Timmons,  Brusly,  LA 
Carlton  Townsend,  Bunkie,  LA 
Eugene  Woods,  Paincourtville,  LA 


THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN 


Best  Values  in  New  Equipment 


After  three  years, 
nothing  matches  the 
MAGNUM  warranty. 


.55 


Five  years  or  5,000  hours.  That's 
the  coverage  you  get— at  no  extra 
charge— on  every  new  MAGNUM '" 
tractor.  In  fact,  it's  the  same 
warranty*  that  covers  every 
MAGNUM  tractor  ever  built. 

And,  while  the  competition 
offers  an  occasional  free  warranty. 


they  haven't  put  it  on  every 
tractor.  Besides,  only  MAGNUM's 
5-year/5000-hour  warranty  can  be 
fully  transferred  without  a  fee. 
That  gives  the  MAGNUM  tractor's 
already  high  resale  value  another 
boost.  And  it  gives  you  another 
good  reason  to  buy. 


See  us  today  about  an  on-farm 
demonstration.  Once  you  work 
one,  you'll  understand  why 
MAGNUM  means  more  than  ever. 


•KxcludinR  tifcs,  which  are  covered  by  (heir 
own  manufaclurers'  warranties  A  J20C)  deductible 
applies  to  each  repair  after  the  first  year. 


See  These  Case  IH  Dealers 


Gremillion's,  Inc. 

New  Roads,  LA 
(504)  638-6347 

Baton  Rouge,  LA 
(504)  357-6453 


Lanier  Int'l.  Inc. 

Abbeville,  LA 
(318)  893-1988 


Lemann's  Farm  Supply  Inc. 

Thibodaux,  LA 
(504)  447-3776 


Donaldsonville,  LA 
(504)  473-7927 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE  WITH  DON  WALLACE 


NAFTA  UPDATE 

Rumor  and  innuendo  continue  to  be 
the  prevailing  reports  floating  around 
Washington  concerning  the  North 
American  Free  Trade  Agreement.  "U.S. 
officials  said  they  expect  to  reach  an 
agreement  in  the  North  American  free- 
trade  talks  in  a  matter  of  weeks  and 
plan  to  deliver  it  to  Congress  before  the 
July  congressional  recess,"  reported  the 
Journal  of  Commerce  on  May  7.  Accord- 
ing to  two  unnamed  senior  U.S.  officials, 
the  White  House  is  pushing  to  meet  a 
mid-May  deadline  for  the  NAFTA  talks. 
It  is  evident  that  President  Bush  wants 
to  have  the  agreement  ready  to  sign 
with  the  Canadian  and  Mexican  heads 
of  state  by  his  November  election  day. 
However,  congressional  rules  state  that 
ninety  days  must  pass  once  it  goes  to 
Congress  before  it  may  be  signed,  so  the 
pressure  is  on  the  negotiators  to  arrive 
at  an  agreement  very  soon. 

Some  progress  was  made  in  the 
agricultural  sector  of  the  NAFTA  dur- 
ing the  week-long  meeting  of 
negotiators  in  Mexico  City,  April  27 
through  May  1.  Discussions  focused  on 
tariffs  and  non-tariff  barriers,  export 
subsidies,  and  internal  supports. 
Negotiations  continued  in  Toronto  the 
week  of  May  11. 


GATT  UPDATE 

Germany  is  now  receiving  most  of 
the  blame  for  the  stalemate  of  the  GATT 
negotiations.  Its  refusal  to  agree  to  cuts 
in  grain  price  supports  have  deadlocked 
the  talks  once  again.  Germany  will  host 
a  summit  of  the  seven  primary  negotiat- 
ing countries  in  July,  however,  no 
previous  summit  of  the  "G-7"  has  pro- 
duced a  resolution  to  the  farm  trade 
problem.    U.S.    Trade    Representative 


Carla  Hills  charges  the  E.  C.  with  the 
GATT  impasse  for  its  inability  to  find 
a  common  position  on  farm  trade 
reform. 

In  what  our  GATT  sources  call  "an 
ominous  turn  of  events,"  the  U.S.  and 
E.C.  have  scheduled  yet  another  bilat- 
eral meeting  here  in  Washington  for 
May  21  and  22.  This  session  will  be  led 
by  Secretary  of  State  James  Baker  who 
will  meet  with  Frans  Andreissen  of  the 
E.C.  Baker's  involvement  fuels  sus- 
picion here  that  the  Bush  Administra- 
tion is  pushing  to  rescue  the  failing 
Round  for  political  gains  in  an  election 
year.  At  what  cost  to  U.S.  agriculture, 
however,  has  yet  to  be  revealed. 


SUGAR  INDUSTRY 

REPRESENTATIVES  MEET  TO 

DISCUSS  NAFTA  CONCERNS 

On  May  12,  Washington  represent- 
atives of  sugarcane  growers  and  pro- 
cessors, sugar  beet  growers  and  pro- 
cessors, and  cane  refiners  met  with 
Chairman  of  the  House  Committee  on 
Agriculture  Kika  de  la  Garza  and  Depu- 
ty Under  Secretary  Richard  Crowder, 
separately,  to  discuss  the  sugar  in- 
dustry's concerns  about  NAFTA. 
Specificalty,  the  group  addressed  their 
apprehensions  regarding  Mexico's 
desire  to  increase  their  sugar  quota  to 
the  U.S.  and  the  problems  of  substitu- 
tion and  transshipment  of  sugar 
through  Mexico.  Mexico  has  made  it 
very  clear  throughout  the  negotiations 
that  it  wishes  to  have  its  quota  of  sugar 
exported  to  the  U.S.  substantially  in- 
creased from  its  present  7,258  tons.  In 
addition,  the  U.S.  sugar  industry  is  wor- 
ried that  Mexico  will  use  the  quota  to 

(Continued  on  page  16) 
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FARM  NOTES  By  Dr.  Charley  Richard 

COMPUTER  USER'S  GROUP  —  CONTACT  COMMITTEE  —  CROP  REPORT 

COOPERATIVE  EXTENSION  PARISH  FIELD  DAYS 
SUGAR  INDUSTRY  LOSES  A  VALUABLE  MEMBER,  ROBERT  BOUDREAUX 


The  Computer  User's  Group  that 
Herman  Waguespack,  Jr.  and  Windell 
Jackson  have  been  coordinating  will 
have  its  next  meeting  on  Wednesday, 
June  24,  1992  from  9:00  a.m.  to  about 
noon  in  the  Howard  Johnson  Motor 
Lodge  in  Thibodaux,  La.  These  meetings 
have  been  very  informative  in  the  past 
and  we  expect  this  session  to  be  very 
helpful  to  those  of  you  who  have  moved 
in  the  direction  of  computerization  of 
your  field  and  financial  records. 

This  meeting  will  have  Mr.  Robert 
Hicks,  a  CPA  from  Branch,  La.,  who  has 
much  knowledge  in  several  areas  of 
computerized  records  and  is  familiar 
with  various  software  packages.  We 
know  that  his  presentation  will  not  on- 
ly be  enlightening  but  also  informative. 
Additionally,  he  should  be  able  to 
answer  many  of  your  questions  on  soft- 
ware which  is  currently  available  to 
handle  financial  matters.  Since  he  is 
more  familiar  with  commodities  other 
than  sugarcane,  he  should  be  able  to 
bring  us  information  that  other  farmers 
are  using  to  handle  their  computer 
needs.  The  central  topic  of  his  presenta- 
tion will  be  the  use  of  computers  in  farm 
management.  Computers  will  be  avail- 
able for  demonstration  of  at  least  one 
type  of  software  currently  available  for 
use  in  management. 


CONTACT  COMMITTEE 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  League's 
Contact  Committee  will  be  held  on  Fri- 
day, July  10,  1992  at  the  Howard 
Johnson  Motor  Lodge  in  Thibodaux, 
Louisiana.  The  meeting  will  begin  with 
registration  at  8:30  a.m.  and  welcoming 


remarks  starting  at  8:45  in  the  morning. 
The  exact  agenda  has  not  been  finalized; 
however,  we  know  that  there  will  be  a 
speaker  from  the  Department  of  En- 
vironmental Quality  to  discuss  air  quali- 
ty issues  that  currently  face  agriculture. 
Additionally,  there  will  be  a  speaker  to 
cover  the  topic  of  best  management 
practices  which  this  author  discussed  in 
last  month's  issue  of  the  Sugar  Bulletin. 
The  subject  of  cane  borer  control  and 
changes  in  the  label  for  pesticides  now 
available  for  use  will  also  be  covered. 
Since  the  environmental  problems 
which  occurred  last  summer,  it  will  be 
imperative  that  all  growers  realize  the 
restrictions  that  will  be  placed  on  them 
as  the  industry  attempts  to  control  this 
damaging  insect  pest  while  doing  our 
best  to  protect  the  environment. 

Aside  from  these  presentations,  the 
remainder  of  the  Contact  Committee 
will  center  around  projects  funded 
through  your  dues  in  the  Dedicated 
Research  Program.  Scientists  who  have 
received  funding  for  projects  in 
breeding,  weed  control,  disease  studies 
and  biotechnology  research  have  been 
requested  to  speak.  This  will  be  your 
(Continued  on  page  11) 


Liquid  Fertilizers 
For  Sugar  Cane 


OUACHITA 


FERTILIZER 


NEW  IBERIA,  LA.       (318)  367-8233 
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CLASSIFIED 


WANTED:  International  or  John  Deere  Hi-Crop  Tractors.  Any  age!  Any 
condition!  Call  1-800-738-2263. 


FOR  SALE:  7100  Single  Row  Cameco  Harvester;  1066  Int'l  Low-clear 
Tractor;  4  Davis  Wagons.  Call  (504)  545-3856  or  (504)  545-3479. 


FOR  SALE:  Ferguson  60"  Heavy  Duty  tiller  and  row  opener  with  new 
guage  wheels  and  tires;  1  —  2-105  White  Hi-clearance  Cane  Tractor 
like  new  —  low  hours;  1  —  J  &  L  S-18  Cane  Harvester  with  3304  Cater- 
pillar engine.  Harvester  cut  90  acres  of  cane  per  year  —  low  hours;  1 
—  Thomson  flex  boom  cane  loader  mounted  on  D-1 7  tractor;  1  —  Thom- 
son 3  row  off  bar  set.  Self  propelled  front  end  loader  powered  by  John 
Deere  engine.  Contact  Fred  Pierce,  Sr.,  Lockport,  LA  or  call  (504) 
532-3457  between  1 1  a.m.  and  1  p.m.  or  after  6  p.m.  (No  Collect  Calls) 


FOR  SALE:  2  Drum  Cane  Planters  $4,000  each;  1  Neighbors  3  Com- 
partment Cane  Trailer  $5,000  —  Radial  Tires;  Drum  off  of  Cameco  Cane 
Planter  —  Best  offer.  Call  Frank  Pearce  &  Sons  at  (504)  625-3157  after 
6:00  p.m. 


FOR  SALE:  JD  4430  Power  Shift;  JD  4240  Hi-clearance;  JD  4230;  JD 
2240;  IH  1066;  JD  3-row  choppers  with  off  bar  attachment;  J  &  L  Cane 
Cutter  S-15;  Tandem  Cane  Cart,  2  Grader  Blades  12'  wide  on  wheels; 
2  Rayne  Plane  Land  Level  42'  long;  3-row  Trip  Bottom  Plow;  JD  6-row 
Hipper;  2  1640  Discs  17'  Long;  3  Point  Backhoe;  Will  Take  Trade.  Contact 
Grady  Dugas.  Call  (318)  845-4774. 


FOR  SALE:  Cameco  2-row  Harvester  300  hours  on  engine  cab  &  air, 
1  season  left  on  warranty  on  engine.  1  9170  Deutz  front  wheel  assist 
tractor  1,400  hours.  Warranty  still  on  tractor.  Call  (318)  229-4988. 


FOR  SALE:  Tractor  Mounted  Thompson  Hercules  Cane  Loader  on  Allis 
Chalmer;  D-1 9  Tractor  —  Good  Condition,  $6,000  or  Best  Offer!  Call 
John  Falcon  at  (504)  473-7169  or  (504)  473-6162. 
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The  Baton  Rouge  Line 

By  Tom  and  Linda  Spradley 


At  the  midpoint  of  the  Legislative 
Session,  very  little  progress  has  been 
made,  with  most  of  the  major  issues  still 
awaiting  hearings  in  committee.  While 
it  is  true  that  most  of  the  big  issues  are 
decided  in  the  last  couple  weeks  of  the 
session,  it  is  somewhat  unusual  to  have 
so  many  bills  of  consequences  still 
waiting  in  the  wings. 

Hearings  on  the  hot  issue  of  the  ses- 
sion —  casino  gambling  —  was  post- 
poned last  week  and  will  likely  be  held 
off  at  least  another  week.  The  Agency 
Shop  bill  —  Labor's  big  issue  —  will  be 
heard  in  committee  this  week  or  next. 

Most  of  the  Louisiana  Trial  Attorney 
Association  package  of  bills  was  heard 
this  week  in  committee,  all  of  it  passing 
out  of  House  Civil  Law  with  little  op- 
position. These  bills  deal  with  punitive 
damages,  joint  and  several  liability,  pro- 
duct liability,  and  third  party  tort.  A  dif- 
ferent third  party  tort  bill  was  passed 
out  of  committee  last  week,  and  is 
awaiting  action  on  the  House  floor. 

In  conjunction  with  the  Farm 
Bureau  and  Bob  Odom's  office,  and  with 
the  cooperation  of  Representative  Sam 
Theriot,  we  plan  to  amend  the  "burn- 
ing" bill,  which  would  have  placed 
regulatory  authority  for  agricultural 
burning  in  the  Department  of  En- 
vironmental Quality  (DEQ).  The  amend- 
ment will  place  the  authority  with  the 
Department  of  Agriculture.  Agriculture 
burning  has  been  excluded  from 
regulatory  authority  in  the  past  but,  as 
the  result  of  the  Clearn  Air  Act,  if  a 
state  agency  does  not  take  responsibili- 
ty, the  authority  would  fall  with  EPA. 

We  urge  you  to  contact  your 
representative  and  senator  and  let  them 
know  that  you  are  opposed  to  any  bill 


that  expands  the  workers  comp  system 
(ie.  third  party  tort)  and  any  trial  at- 
torney bill.  The  legislators  who  repre- 
sent sugar  need  to  hear  from  you 
because  some  of  them  are  "not  sure" 
about  these  matters  or  are  "still  looking 
at  them."  It  is  important  that  it  is  made 
very  clear  to  them  at  this  time  where 
sugar  stands. 

Each  and  every  one  of  the  bills  that 
expands  workers  comp  or  expands  the 
tort  system  will  cost  you  money  and  in- 
crease your  liability.  The  specific  bill 
number  and  subject  matter  are  almost 
incidental  because  they  all  share  a  com- 
mon quality;  they  will  increase  your  cost 
of  doing  business. 

If  you  have  questions  or  need  further 
information  about  any  bills,  please  call 
us  at  (504)  766-1359. 


MACLEAN  LAND  SERVICES,  INC. 

—  Since  1980  — 

Development  of  land  management  plans 
Assessment  of  oil,  gas  and  pipeline  damages 
Environmental  assessments  and  consulting 
Third  party  negotiations  and  arbitration 
Land  brokerage  and  development 

Paul  Maclean 

P.O.  Box  3620      Phone  504/868-4963 

Houma,  LA  70361      Fax  504/868-4792 
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Environmental  Perspective 


NEW  WASTE  TIRE  REGULATIONS 

By  James  Coerver,  RE. 
Gulf  Engineers  &  Consultants, 


The  January  20,  1992  issue  of  Lou- 
isiana Register  contains  yet  another  set 
of  rules  promulgated  by  the  Louisiana 
Department  of  Environmental  Quality 
(LDEQ)  intended  to  protect  the  environ- 
ment but  which  place  an  undue  share  of 
difficulty  and  cost  on  the  farm  communi- 
ty. These  rules  purport  to  eliminate  im- 
proper disposal  of  waste  tires,  a  worthy 
and  desirable  objective,  and  impose  fines 
of  up  to  $25,000  per  day  per  violation  on 
any  company  or  person  who  violates  the 
rules.  The  rules  define  "Waste  Tire"  as 
a  whole  tire  that  is  no  longer  suitable 
for  its  original  purpose  of  wear,  damage, 
or  defect. 

The  waste  tire  management  system 
established  by  the  rules  seems  well 
suited  to  handle  the  problems  created  by 
individual  automobile  owners,  which  is 
the  bulk  of  the  problem,  by  placing  con- 
trols on  retail  vendors  requiring  them 
to  accept  at  least  one  waste  tire  for  every 
new  tire  sold.  The  rules,  unfortunately 
do  not  provide  a  ready  means  for 
agricultural  industries  to  comply  with 
the  rules.  The  LDEQ  obviously  had 
some  knowledge  of  the  problem  and  new 
rules  would  cause  agriculture,  because 
the  term  "Fleet  Operator"  in  the  rules 
is  defined  as  an  "entity  that  owns  or 
operates  .  .  .  farm  implements  and  other 
vehicles  .  .  ."  Obviously,  there  should 
have  been  some  consultation  with 
agricultural  authorities  to  solve  the 
problems  before  such  rules  were 
promulgated. 

Provisions  in  the  new  rules 
specifically  applicable  to  agricultural 
business  include: 


Inc. 


A  property  owner  may  not  allow  an 
accumulation  of  more  than  nine  (9) 
waste  tires  without  specific  permis- 
sion from  LDEQ. 

If  a  pile  of  ten  (10)  or  more  waste 
tires  is  accumulated  (defined  as  a 
Promiscuous  Tire  Pile  in  the 
regulations)  as  a  result  of  tire 
disposal  activities  "by  anyone 
other  than  the  landowner  and 
whose  operations  are  not  permit- 
ted by  the  administrative  authori- 
ty," the  property  owner  must 
report  the  location  and  quantity  on 
a  form  provided  by  LDEQ.  Oddly, 
there  does  not  appear  to  be  a  re- 
quirement in  the  rules  for  a  land- 
owner to  report  a  promiscuous  tire 
pile  accumulated  as  a  result  of  the 
landowners  own  disposal  activities 
prior  to  the  effective  date  of  the 
regulations. 

No  more  than  5  waste  tires  may  be 
transported  in  a  truck  or  other 
vehicle  except  by  an  LDEQ  permit- 
ted "transporter."  There  is  no  limit 
on  the  number  of  new  or  reusable 
tires  an  individual  can  transport. 

Waste  tires  can  be  received  (for 
temporary  storage,  processing  or 
disposal)  only  by  LDEQ  permitted 
collection  and  processing  facilities. 
All  tires  received  by  such  facilities 
must  be  accompanied  by  a  proper- 
ly completed  manifest  as  specified 
in  the  regulations. 

(Continued  on  page  9) 
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The  biggest  problem  for  agricultural  problem  he  inherited  is  underway.  What 

interests  is  that  there  are  few  if  any  help,  if  any,  can  be  lawfully  given  to 

LDEQ  permitted  facilities  that  are  will-  agriculture  in  the  situation  is  unknown, 

ing  to  handle  farm  generated  waste  tires  The  forms  used  to  report  a  pro- 

at  a  fair  price.  Tire  dealers  generally  do  miscuous  tire  pile  and  for  manifesting 

not  want  to  accept  any  more  waste  tires  waste  tires  are  illustrated.  Copies  are 

than  they  are  required  by  law  to  accept  available  from  the 

(one  for  each  new  tire  sold).  Louisiana  Department  of 

At  a  recent  meeting  attended  by  the  Environmental  Quality 

new  Secretary  of  LDEQ  Mr.  Kai  Midboe,  Office  of  Solid  &  Hazardous  Waste 

the  dilemma  faced  by  farmers  as  a  result  P.O.  Box  82178 

of  the  new  regulations  was  discussed.  Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana 

Mr.  Midboe  indicated  a  staff  study  of  the  70884-2 178 


FORM  3 


LOUISIANA  DEPARTMENT  OF  ENVIRONMENTAL  QUALITY 

OFFICE  OF  SOLID  AND  HAZARDOUS  WASTE 

POST  OFFICE  BOX  82178 

BATON  ROUGE,  LOUISIANA  70884-2178 

WASTE  TIRES  MANIFEST 

1 .  CERTIFICATION:  I  (WE)  HAVE  PERSONALLY  EXAMINED  AND  I  AM  FAMILIAR 
WITH  THE  INFORMATION  SUBMITTED  IN  THIS  DOCUMENT,  AND  I  (WE) 
HEREBY  CERTIFY  UNDER  THE  PENALTY  OF  LAW  THAT  THIS  INFORMATION 
IS  TRUE,  ACCURATE,  AND  COMPLETE  TO  THE  BEST  OF  MY  (OUR) 
KNOWLEDGE.  I  (WE)  ARE  AWARE  THAT  THERE  ARE  SIGNIFICANT 
PENALTIES  FOR  SUBMITTING  FALSE  INFORMATION,  INCLUDING  THE 
POSSIBILITY  OF  FINE  AND  IMPRISONMENT. 

2.  Name  of  Tire  Dealer  or  Other  Tire 

Sender: 


A.  Address: 


Zip  Code:    _ 

B.  Phone  No.:  ( 
DEQ  ID  #:  _ 


C.  Number*  of  tires  in  this  shipment 


D.  Signature  of  responsible  person  at  sender: 

Date: 

(Continued  on  page  17) 
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Stephen  J.  Clarke 

Audubon  Sugar  Institute 

Louisiana  Agricultural  Experiment  Station 

ISSCT  BANGKOK,  1992  —  PART  2 


The  area  of  processing,  especially 
crystallization,  was  dealt  with  in  several 
interesting  papers  at  the  recent 
LS.S.C.T.  meeting  in  Bangkok.  The 
papers  ranged  from  summaries  of  the 
state  of  the  art  and  descriptions  of 
modern  operations  to  descriptions  of 
new  approaches  and  techniques.  One 
paper  suggested  the  use  of  cooling 
rather  than  evaporative  crystallization, 
even  using  concentrated  raw  juice  with 
only  minimal  filtration  before  concen- 
tration —  more  on  this  later  in  this 
article. 

The  automation  of  vacuum  pan 
operations  received  considerable  atten- 
tion. The  success  of  such  automation 
depends  upon  our  ability  to  obtain 
useful  information  on  the  condition  of 
the  massecuite  in  the  pan,  i.e.,  the 
reliability  of  the  sensor  inserted  into  the 
pan.  A  paper  given  by  Wright  of  the 
Australian  Sugar  Research  Institute 
described  the  evolution  of  sensors 
measuring  the  electrical  properties  of 
massecuites.  In  the  Australian  sugar  in- 
dustry the  massecuite  condition  is  main- 
ly measured  by  conductivity 
transducers.  The  paper  described  the 
considerable  developments  which  have 
taken  place,  from  the  early  use  of  con- 
tacting type  electrodes,  operating  at  AC 
frequencies,  to  the  modern  non- 
contacting  systems  at  radio-frequencies 
allowing  measurement  of  conductivity 
and/or  capacitance  of  process  material. 
A  new  domestically  produced  sensor  of 
this  type  recently  underwent 
preliminary  testing  at  ASI  by  our  staff 


and  personnel  from  St.  James 
Cooperative  with  encouraging  results. 

Sensors  have  been  developed  to  suit 
almost  all  pan  boiling  applications  in 
both  the  raw  sugar  factory  and  the 
refinery.  The  paper  also  described  a 
design  for  a  probe  heated  to  prevent  in- 
crustation of  the  electrodes  and 
therefore  more  suitable  for  continuous 
pans  boiling  high  purity  massecuites. 
Another  approach  to  monitoring  the 
conditions  inside  the  pans  is  the  use  of 
videocamera  systems.  Some  of  these 
have  not  been  very  successful  but  we 
plan  to  test  a  much  more  promising 
design  very  soon,  though  it  is  more  dif- 
ficult to  understand  how  visual  images 
of  the  crystals  could  be  translated  into 
a  feedback  control  system  for  pan 
operation. 

A  somewhat  different  approach  to 
automatic  boiling  of  high  purity 
massecuites  in  Taiwan  was  described  by 
Hsieh  et  al.  They  described  measure- 
ments of  viscosity  and  consistency  (V/C) 
and  also  the  radio-frequency  (R/F)  elec- 
trical properties  and  concluded  that  the 
V/C  signal  showed  an  obvious  undula- 
tion at  the  seeding  point  and  appeared 
to  be  superior  to  the  R/F  probe. 

The  use  of  sufficient  seed  of  even  size 
and  quality  is  critical  to  production  of 
good  grain  strikes  for  C-massecuites  and 
therefore  good  magma  for  commercial 
strikes.  Most  seed  slurries  are  produced 
by  grinding  sugar  with  a  solvent  such 
as  isopropanol  in  a  ball  mill  but  this  pro- 
cedure can  lead  to  considerable 
(Continued  on  page  14) 
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opportunity  to  see  how  your  dues  are  be- 
ing invested  in  terms  of  research  that 
can  help  you  in  the  future.  Some  of  these 
research  projects  are  intended  to  provide 
immediate  answers  while  others  are 
more  long  term  in  nature.  Mark  your 
calendars  now  and  be  prepared  to  come 
and  ask  questions  of  the  scientists  who 
work  to  try  to  improve  sugar  production 
in  this  industry. 


(Continued  from  page  5) 

no  rain  has  been  recorded  in  Thibodaux. 
The  normal  for  May  is  5.1  inches  of  rain. 


MONTH 


1992 


NORMAL 


JANUARY 

12.05 

4.83 

FEBRUARY 

8.53 

4.89 

MARCH 

6.32 

4.65 

APRIL 

5.44 

4.48 

TOTAL 


32.34 


18.85 


CROP  REPORT 

The  weather  during  the  last  30  days 
has  greatly  improved.  The  rainfall  pat- 
tern has  returned  to  something  closer  to 
normal  for  this  time  of  year.  Although 
the  January  through  April,  1992  rain- 
fall total  was  much  above  normal  at  the 
League  Office  as  seen  in  the  following 
table,  during  the  first  15  days  of  May, 


This  drier  weather  has  allowed  most 
growers  to  extensively  cultivate  the  crop 
and  at  this  time  fertilization  is  nearly  com- 
pleted. Some  cane  has  already  been  laid- 
by  while  most  fields  still  can  be  worked. 
Night  temperatures  have  remained  cool 
until  this  week  and  has  reduced  the 
growth  of  cane.  However,  the  current  dry 
weather  has  enhanced  tillering  and  with 
more  dry  weather  the  primary  shoots  will 


(Continued  on  page  12) 


GOODYEAR 


SPECIAL 
SURE-GRIP  TD-8 


GOODYEAR  TIRES  FOR 
YOUR  CAR,  TRUCK,  FARM 
OR  OFF  HWY.  EQUIPMENT 


NOBODY  FITS  YOU 
LIKE  GOODYEAR 


•  24  HR.  ROAD  SERVICE 

•  COMPLETE  AUTOMOTIVE 
CERTIFIED  SERVICE 

•  TRUCK  TIRE  BALANCE 
AND  ALIGNMENT 


Gt^NERAL  ELECTRIC 
AUTHORIZED  DEALER 


SUPER  TRACTION  •  SUPER  STRENQTN 


7:30  AM  -  6:00  PM  MON.  -  FRI. 
7:30  AM  -  1 :00  PM  SAT 
1203  ST.  PATRICK  HWY 
THIBODAUX 

YOUR  ON  FARM  SERVICE  SPECIALIST 


GOODYEAR  AUTO  SERVICE  CENTER 
1  -800-256-1 269        (504)  447-2696 
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slow  down  and  give  the  tillers  more  of 
a  chance  to  catch  up  and  form  an  even 
crop  with  a  higher  population.  If  the 
rainy  pattern  returns,  then  we  might  ex- 
pect the  primary  shoots  to  continue  to 
grow  and  stay  ahead  of  the  tillers  thus 
possibly  reducing  the  overall  population 
at  harvest  time  and  making  for  an 
uneven  crop. 

At  this  time  the  worst  stands  of  cane 
seem  to  be  concentrated  in  early  planted 
cane,  very  late  planted  cane  and  in  cane 
that  was  planted  too  deep.  The  early 
planted  cane,  often  CP  74-383  or  CP 
79-318  came  up  to  a  good  stand  in  the 
fall  but  did  not  return  this  spring.  This 
cane  may  have  gotten  hit  by  the  early 
freeze  in  November  at  just  the  wrong 
time.  Also  the  few  periods  of  freezing 
temperatures  that  did  occur  seem  to  hit 
the  cane  just  at  the  inopportune  time. 
Those  fields  of  first  stubble  that  are  not 
showing  well  may  have  suffered  from 
just  the  same  problem.  Also  seed  fields 
that  did  not  show  well  early  in  some 
areas  of  the  belt  are  now  tillering  and 
may  do  better  if  weather  conditions  con- 
tinue to  improve.  Most  first  stubble  and 
second  stubble  fields  are  looking  good 
and  growers  should  be  appreciative  of 
the  fact  that  this  winter  was  very  mild 
with  the  exception  of  the  early  freeze. 
With  the  flat  rows  that  existed  last  fall 
due  to  poor  spring  cultivation  from  the 


Cropmate 

THIBODAUX,  LOUISIANA 

805  St.  Patrick  Highway 

504/447-4081 

^EW  ROADS,  LOUISIANA 

State  Highways  415  &  44 

Patin  Dyke  Road 

504/638-8343 

FERTILIZER 

LP  GAS 

JEANERETTE,  LOUISIANA 

Highway  182,  West 

318/276-5051 

wet  conditions  of  1991,  there  was  not 
much  protection.  A  normal  winter  could 
have  caused  extensive  damage.  With 
the  stands  now  showing  there  exist  the 
opportunity  to  make  a  better  crop  in  the 
state  than  what  was  made  during  the 
last  two  weather  affected  years. 

COOPERATIVE  EXTENSION 
PARISH  FIELD  DAYS 

The  following  list  contains  the  field 
days  that  have  been  scheduled  at  this 
time.  These  events  are  your  chance  to 
listen  to  scientists  and  extension  agents 
who  can  provide  you  with  the  most  cur- 
rent recommendations  or  as  we  will  call 
them  from  now  on,  best  management 
practices.  These  practices  are  based 
upon  scientific  data  and  are  designed  to 
help  you  make  the  most  economical 
level  of  sugar  per  acre.  At  each  field  day 
you  not  only  have  the  opportunity  to  im- 
prove your  own  farming  operation  but 
also  recognize  the  parish  growers  who 
have  produced  the  highest  levels  of 
sugar  in  the  prior  harvest.  Recognition 
of  outstanding  achievement  is  what 
drives  most  of  us  to  do  the  best  job  possi- 
ble. It  is  important  that  we  help  to 
recognize  those  amongst  you  that  have 
taken  the  effort  to  do  the  best  job  possi- 
ble and  have  obtained  superior  yields. 

1992  Parish  Field  Days 

July  15  —  8:30  am.  Area  Sugarcane 
Field  Day,  St.  Gabriel  Research 
Station,  St.  Gabriel,  La. 

July  17  —  8:30  am,  Lafourche  Parish 
Sugarcane  Field  Day,  Raceland 
Sugars,  American  Legion  Home, 
Raceland,  La. 

July  22  -  8:30  am,  Terrebonne  Parish 
Sugarcane  Field  Day,  USDA  Sta- 
tion, Chacahoula,  La. 

(Continued  on  page  13) 
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July  23  —  1:30  pm,  Vermillion  Parish 
Sugarcane  Grower  Meeting,  Ver- 
million Parish  Extension  Office, 
Abbeville,  La. 

July  28  —  2:00  pm,  Assumption  Parish 
Sugarcane  Field  Day,  Jody  Arce- 
ment  Farm,  Labadieville,  La. 

July  30  —  5:00  pm,  Iberia  Parish  Sugar- 
cane Field  Day,  Iberia  Research 
Station,  Jeanerette,  La. 

July  31  —  2:00  pm,  St.  Martin  Parish 
Sugarcane  Field  Day,  Levert-St. 
John,  St.  Martinville,  La. 

August  4  —  4:00  pm,  Avoyelles-Rapides 
Parishes  Sugarcane  Field  Day, 
Durwood  and  Pete  Newton  Farm, 
Bunkie,  La. 

August  5  —  4:00  pm,  St.  Mary  Parish 
Sugarcane  Field  Day,  American 
Legion  Home,  Franklin,  La. 

August  6  —  2:00  pm,  St.  James  Parish 
Sugarcane  Field  Day,  Welcome 
Farms,  Welcome,  La. 

August  7  —  9:30  am.  Ascension  Parish 
Sugarcane  Field  Day,  McManor 
Plantation,  Donaldson ville.  La. 

SUGAR  INDUSTRY  LOSES  A 
VALUABLE  MEMBER, 
ROBERT  BOUDREAUX 

On  May  13,  1992  the  Louisiana 
sugar  industry  lost  a  valuable  member 
and  most  importantly  a  good  friend  to 
all  who  knew  him.  Robert  "Teddy-bear" 
Boudreaux,  who  had  once  farmed  on 
lower  Bayou  Lafourche,  then  in  the 
Teche  area,  and  currently  in  Belle  Rose, 
passed  away  after  a  lengthy  illness.  He 
was  a  very  supportive  member  of  the 
American  Sugar  Cane  League  having 
served  on  several  committees  in  the  past 
and  was  currently  a  member  of  the 
Dedicated  Research  Funding  Commit- 
tee. Not  only  was  he  important  in  sugar- 
cane but  was  active  in  numerous  other 
organizations  as  well  including  Farm 
Bureau  and  the  Knights  of  Columbus. 


He  was  a  graduate  of  Nicholls  State 
University  with  a  B.S.  in  agriculture 
and  had  received  a  masters  degree  in 
plant  pathology  from  LSU.  Robert  was 
active  in  alumni  organizations  at 
Nicholls  and  almost  single  handedly 
took  on  the  scholarship  program  in  the 
Nicholls  Agriculture  Alumni  Associa- 
tion. This  author  will  certainly  miss 
Robert,  having  had  the  opportunity  to 
work  very  closely  with  him  on  numerous 
committees  and  organizations.  You 
could  always  count  on  him  to  ask  ques- 
tions and  make  you  think  more  deeply 
about  the  subject  matter  at  hand. 
"Teddy-bear",  as  his  good  friends  refer- 
red to  him,  was  a  good  husband  and 
father.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife  Alice 
and  two  children,  Monica  and  Robert, 
Jr.  Condolences  go  out  to  the  family 
from  the  League  staff  knowing  that  he 
will  be  sadly  missed  by  his  many 
friends. 


For  efficiency  &  Accuracy  in 
Precision  grading  Consider 
the  purchase  of  a 

Lazerplane 

by 

Spectra-Physics 

•  Shorten  your  completion  time 

•  reduce  manhours  per  project 

•  easy  to  operate 

•  Eliminates  costly  overcutting 

contact 

ALLEE,  ALLEE  &  ALLEN,  Agent 

P.O.  BOX  108 

ST.  JAMES,  LA  70086 

504/265-3965 
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variation  in  seed  quality.  An  interesting 
approach  to  producing  fine  and  even 
crystals  of  sucrose  by  crystallization  was 
described  by  Gao  et  al  from  China.  They 
initiate  the  nucleation  of  sucrose  by 
ultrasonication  of  a  sugar  solution  as  an 
organic  solvent  was  added.  The  purpose 
of  the  organic  solvent  is  to  reduce  the 
solubility  of  the  sucrose  and  they  claim 
high  rates  of  nucleation  and  lower 
energy  consumption.  The  major  advan- 
tages of  this  system  appear  to  be  that 
the  seed  has  a  well  defined  crystalline 
shape,  uniform  size  and  a  predictable 
quantity  of  crystals,  thus  improving  the 
control  of  grain  crystal  formation. 

Knowledge  of  the  saturation  temper- 
atures of  syrups  and  molasses  is  in- 
valuable in  making  decisions  on  process 
conditions  for  maximum  sugar  recovery. 
One  of  the  problems  in  this  approach 
has  been  the  difficulty  of  making  these 
temperature  measurements.  A  paper  by 
Qin  and  Wright  described  a  method 
using  infrared  photometric  measure- 
ments of  saturation  temperatures. 
Although  this  may  sound  rather  com- 
plex, it  is  based  on  the  observation  that 
a  scan  of  light  transmission  of  seed 
syrup  or  molasses  against  temperature 


(Continued  from  page  10) 

has  a  minimum  at  its  saturation  tem- 
perature. The  super  saturation  of  a  sugar 
liquor  was  obtained  by  determining  its 
saturation  temperature  along  with  its 
actual  temperature,  and  then  using 
sucrose  solubility  data.  Considerable 
detail  of  the  method  and  its  inherent  er- 
rors was  given  and  the  conclusion  made 
that,  theoretically,  the  system  should  be 
able  to  measure  the  saturation  temper- 
ature within  1°F  and  that,  with  good 
equipment,  the  measurement  time  could 
be  reduced  to  about  five  minutes. 

Mantovani  and  Vaccari  (Italy) 
described  an  approach  to  crystallization 
that  they  have  worked  on,  mainly  for 
beet  but  more  recently  for  cane.  They 
have  studied  the  possibility  of  obtaining 
sugar  directly  from  syrup  (thick  juice) 
and  raw  juice  using  a  cooling-crystalliza- 
tion system.  This  process,  which  in- 
volves less  drastic  conditions  than  nor- 
mal evaporative  crystallization,  is 
claimed  to  produce  sugars  having  much 
lower  amounts  of  included  mother 
liquor,  and  consequently  of  color  and 
ash.  A  continuous  prototype  system  has 
been  set  up  which  does  not  require  a 
preformed  magma  from  a  discontinuous 
(Continued  on  page  15) 


WANTED:  JD  &  l-H  Tractors  for  Parts 
Any  Age  or  Condition. 


New,  Used  and  Rebuilt  Hi  Crop  and  Row 
Crop  Tractor  Parts,  Tires,  Rebuilt  Clutches, 
Crank  Shafts,  Injector  Pumps  and  More. 
Also  Any  Hard-To-Find  Parts.  We  Buy 
Farm  Equipment  &  Salvage  Tractors. 


Toll  Free 
1-800-738-2263 
(318)276-3453 
(318)  276-6230 


Cane  Tractor  Parts 


Hwy.  90 
Jeanerette,  LA 
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IN  THE  FACTORY 

pan.  The  mother  liquor  after  centrifuga- 
tion  would  be  reconcentrated  and  more 
sugar  obtained  by  cooling-crystalliza- 
tion. 

The  claim  is  made  that  some  en- 
vironmental problems  could  be  avoided 
by  obtaining  sugar  by  cooling 
crystallization  of  raw  juice.  However, 
the  non-sugars  have  to  be  removed  at 
some  process  stage  and  it  is  difficult  to 
see  the  environmental  advantage.  Given 
that  the  cooling  time  for  an  A- 
massecuite  would  be  six  to  eight  hours, 
rather  than  up  to  two  hours  in  a  vacuum 
pan,  the  equipment  in  a  factory  employ- 
ing cooling-crystallization  would  be 
much  larger.  This  simple  approach  goes 
back  to  the  earliest  days  of  the  sugar  in- 
dustry when  barrels  of  high  brix  syrup 
were  loaded  onto  boats  in  the  West  In- 
dies and  the  molasses  drained  out  from 
the  crystals  after  arrival  in  Britain.  The 


(Continued  from  page  14) 

advantages  of  employing  more  cooling 
crystallization  are  fairly  clear  but  to  rely 
on  it  alone  does  not  seem  feasible. 

Just  before  I  started  to  write  this,  I 
was  reading  (Discover,  June  1992,  p35) 
about  the  evolution  of  scientific  ideas. 
One  of  the  comments  was  "There  are 
three  stages  in  the  life  cycle  of  any  scien- 
tific idea.  First,  it's  treated  as  a  joke. 
Next,  it's  taken  seriously  but  considered 
to  be  impossible.  Finally,  people  admit 
that  it's  possible,  but  they  insist  that  it's 
trivial."  I  wonder  if  this  applies  to  the 
last  subject  discussed. 


SUGAR  BULLETIN 

WANT  ADS 

GET  RESULTS 


Landini  Tractors 
2  &  4  Wheel  Drive 
42-  145  H.P. 
Low  or  High  Clearance 


M.  J.  NAQUIN,  INC 

A  G  POWER  &  MACHINERY 

205  ARMS  ST. 

THIBODAUX,  LOUISIANA  70301 

(504)  447-3296 


Mfg.  of  Sugar  Cane 
3-Row  Cultivators 
Dist.  of  Perkins  & 
Rolls  Royce 
Diesel  Engines 


Builders  of  quality  farm  equipment 
since  1884.  Our  tractors  are  sold  in 
Europe  and  most  major  countries  of 
the  world. 

Landini  offers  a  full  line  of 
Agricultural  Tractors  from  47  to  142 
HP  in  2  and  4  wheel  drive. 

Landini  offers  Specialty  Tractors 
with  options  to  suit  a  wide  range  of 
specialized  agricultural  needs. 

NARROW  VINEYARD;  LOW  PRO- 
FILE; HIGH  CLEARANCE;  MUDDER 
AND  AGRICULTURAL  CRAWLERS; 
are  all  available  to  the  Landini  dealer. 

With  the  world  famous  Perkins 
Engine  and  transmission  options  of 
Shuttle,  Creeper,  under  the  overdrive 
Landini  tractors  better  meet  the 
specialized  growers  needs. 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE 


(Continued  from  page  4) 


sell  its  sugar  to  the  U.S.  at  the  preferred- 
market  price  and  will  then  replace  that 
sugar  for  its  own  consumption  with 
sugar  bought  on  the  lower-priced  world 
market.  Yet  another  concern  is  that 
sugar  from  other  countries  will  be  sold 
to  the  U.S.  through  Mexico  at  the  higher 
preferred-market  price.  The  industry 
representatives  demonstrated  to  the 
Agriculture  Committee  and  to  the 
Department  of  Agriculture  how  these 
substitution  and  transshipment  prac- 
tices could  damage  the  domestic  sugar 
industry.  U.S.  Trade  Representative 
Carla  Hills  will  meet  with  the  House 
Committee  on  Agriculture  in  Executive 
Session  on  May  19  to  discuss  the  status 
of  the  NAFTA  negotiations.  League 
Manager  Pete  deGravelles  and  Legisla- 
tive Affairs  Director  Charles  Thibaut 
will  attend  an  industry-wide  meeting 


here  in  Washington  that  afternoon  to 
discuss  further  sugar  industry  strategy. 

USDA  ANNOUNCES  PROPOSED 

AMENDMENTS  TO  CCC  SUGAR 

PRICE  SUPPORT  PROGRAM 

USDA  announced  April  14  that  it  is 
proposing  amendments  to  sugar  price 
support  program  regulations.  The  pro- 
posed changes  would  allow  processors  to 
use  sugar  processed  from  sugarcane 
harvested  during  July,  August  and 
September  as  collateral  for  loans.  If  the 
loans  are  repaid  by  September  30,  pro- 
cessors may  request  supplemental  non- 
recourse loans  during  October.  These 
loans  would  mature  at  the  end  of  nine 
months  minus  the  amount  of  time  the 
initial  loans  were  in  effect.  Formerly, 

(Continued  on  page  18) 


MODEL  8830  FORD  TRACTOR 


ULTRA-COMMAND  POWERSHIFT 

170  PTO  HORSEPOWER 

16.9X28  R1  FRONT  TIRES 

20.8  X  38  R2  REAR  TIRES 

22V2  INCH  CROP  CLEARANCE 

WHISPER  QUIET  CAB 

3  YEAR  WARRANTY  •   NO  DEDUCTIBLE 

ASK  US  ABOUT 

LOW  INTEREST  FINANCING  FOR  60  MONTHS 

SPECIAL  FLEET  DISCOUNT 

BUY  NOW  AND  SAVE  BIG!! 


1-800-969-0068 


M  &  L  INDUSTRIES  INC. 


1210  ST.  CHARLES  ST. 
3811  HWY.  90  EAST 
5810  AIRLINE  HWY. 


HOUMA,  LOUISIANA  70360  504/876-2280 

BROUSSARD,  LOUISIANA  70518  318/837-2763 

BATON  ROUGE,  LOUISIANA  70805        504/355-7716 
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ENVIRONMENTAL  PERSPECTIVES      (Continued  from  page  9) 

FORM  3  (Continued) 

3.  Transporter 

Name:    

A.  Address: 


Zip  Code: 


B.  Phone  No.:  ( 
Permit  ID  #: 


C.  Signature  of  Transporter/Driver: 

Date: 

4.  Name  of  Tire  Collection/Processing  Facility: 


A.  Address: . 
Zip  Code: 


B.  Phone  No.:  ( 
Permit  #: 


C.  Number*  of  Tires  Received: 


D.  Signature  of  Responsible  Person  at  Receiver: 
Date: 


Part  1:  Completed  original  copy  (returned  to  tire  dealer/sender  within  30  days  of 
date  of  delivery  of  tires  to  collection/processing  facility). 

Part  2:  Recycling,  collecting,  processing  or  disposal  facility  copy. 

Part  3:  Transporter  copy. 

Part  4.  Tire  dealer/sender  copy. 

NOTE:  All  copies  of  this  manifest  must  be  retained  for  DEQ  inspection  for  three  years. 
Illegal  disposition  of  tires  can  result  in  a  penalty  of  up  to  $25,000  per  viola- 
tion per  day.  All  shipments  of  six  or  more  waste  tires  must  be  accompanied 
by  a  completed  manifest. 

*Note:  To  record  the  number  of  tires  by  weight,  use  the  estimated  averaged  found 
in  Table  1  in  Appendix. 

(See  Form  6  on  page  18) 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE  (Continued  from  page  16) 

this  rule  only  applied  to  sugar  beets.  In  farmers,  the  States  were  authorized  to 

addition,  processors  would  no  longer  be  exempt  drivers  of  farm  vehicles  which 

required  to  obtain  and  file,  in  the  county  are: 

ASCS  office,  lien  waivers  from  all  pro-  /-.x  ^     ^    n    i         i             .11 

,               i_     J  T         X     4.1.  X  (1)  Controlled  and  operated  by  a 

ducers  who  deliver  to  that  processor  ^                              r-                j 

sugarcane  for  processing  into  sugar  that  ' 

is  pledged  as  loan  collateral.  ^2)  Used  to  transport  either  agricul- 
tural products,  farm  machinery, 

COMMERCIAL  DRIVER'S  o^  farm  supplies  to  or  from  a 

LICENSE  WAIVER  farm; 
The  Federal  Highway  Administra-  ^3)  Not  used  in  the  operations  of  a 
tion  has  authorized  the  States  to  exclude  common  or  contract  motor  car- 
certain  farmers  in  implementing  Com-  ^^^^'  and 

mercial  Driver's  License  (CDL)  Regula-  (4)  Used  within  150  miles  of  the  per- 

tions.    In   summary,   with   respect   to  son's  farm. 


ENVIRONMENTAL  PERSPECTIVE  (Continued  from  page  17) 

FORM  6 

LOUISIANA  DEPARTMENT  OF  ENVIRONMENTAL  QUALITY 

OFFICE  OF  SOLID  AND  HAZARDOUS  WASTE 

POST  OFFICE  BOX  82178 

BATON  ROUGE,  LOUISIANA  70884-2178 

NOTIFICATION  FORM  FOR  PROMISCUOUS  WASTE  TIRE  PILE 

Name  of  Property  Owner: 


Mailing  Address: Zip  Code: 

City:   Parish:  

Telephone  Number: 


Location  of  Promiscuous  Tire  Pile: 


(including  section,  township,  and  range) 


Number  of  Tires  currently  on  Site: 
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Mailing  List  Update 

D  Address  change.  Please  attach  top 
portion  of  front  cover  containing 
your  name  and  address. 

n  I  no  longer  wish  to  receive  THE 
SUGAR  BULLETIN.  Please  remove 
my  name  from  your  mailing  list. 


Name 


Address 


City 


State . 


Zip. 


Mail  to: 


THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN 

P.O.  DRAWER  938 
THIBODAUX,  LA.  70302 


For  changes  in  present  subscription,  ad- 
dress imprint  from  front  cover  must  be 
attached. 
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Commercial  Members  of  the 

AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE 

OF  THE  U.S.A.,  INC. 


ASHLAND  CHEMICAL 

1109  S.  Choctaw  Dr. 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70815 

ASSUMPTION  BANK  &  TRUST  CO. 
P.O.  Box  398  Napoleonville,  LA  70390 

BROUSSARD,  BUSH  &  HURST,  INC. 

11764  Haymarket  Dr. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70816 

CAMECO  INDUSTRIES,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  968  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

J.I.  CASE 

P.O.  Box  171818 

Memphis,  TN  38187-1818 

THE  CROPMATE  COMPANY 

Fertilizer  Region 

P.O.  Box  28  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

DRAVO  LIME  COMPANY 

Pelican  State  Division 

12797  Scenic  Highway 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70807 

DUPLANTIER,  HRAPMANN, 

HOGAN,  &  MAHER 

Certified  Public  Accountants 

821  Gravier  Suite  1300 

New  Orleans,  Louisiana  70112 

ESTES  REFRACTORY 
P.O.  Box  94  Jeanerette,  LA  70544 

FIRST  COMMERCIAL  BANK 
521  Main  St.  Franklin,  LA  70538 

FIRST  NATIONAL  BANK  OF  HOUMA 
P.O.  Box  6096  Houma,  LA  70361 

FIRST  SOUTH  PCA 
P.O.  Box  667  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

P.O.  Box  10908  New  Iberia,  LA  70562 

GULF  ENGINEERS  &  CONSULTANTS,  INC. 

535  Main  Street 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 

LOUISIANA  CANE  MFG.,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  71  Thibodaux,  LA  70301 


LOUISIANA  NATIONAL  SECURITY  BANK 
P.O.  BOX  108  420  Mississippi  St. 

Donaldsonville,  LA  70346 
12328  Hwy.  44  Gonzales,  LA  70737 

M&L  INDUSTRIES 
1210  St.  Charles  St.  Houma,  LA  70360 

3811  Hwy.  90  East         Broussard,  LA  70518 
5810  Airline  Hwy.     Baton  Rouge,  LA  70805 

NADLER,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  359 

Plaquemine,  LA  70765 

CoBANK 

Jackson  Region 

1800E,  County  Line  Road 

P.O.  Box  16099 

Jackson,  MS  39236 

OUACHITA  FERTILIZER 

Route  7,  Box  49-F 

New  Iberia,  LA  70560 

ST.  MARY  BANK  &  TRUST  CO. 
Franklin,  LA  70538 

SELF  INSURANCE  ADMINISTRATORS 

P.O.  Box  11509 

New  Iberia,  LA  70562-1509 

A  Member  Company  of  Huval  Insurance  Group 

STANDARD  SUPPLY  &  HARDWARE 

CO.,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  60620  New  Orleans,  LA  70160 

3-D  CHEMICAL,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  607 

St.  Martinville,  LA.  70582 

WESTWAY  TRADING  CORP. 

228  St.  Charles  Ave.,  Suite  700 

New  Orleans,  LA  70130 

WHITNEY  NATIONAL  BANK 

228  St.  Charles  Avenue 
New  Orleans,  LA  70130 
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I  ANNOUNCING  THE  | 

ANNUAL  CONTACT  COMMITTEE  MEETING  j 

i  OF  THE  I 

AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE  | 

I  OF  THE  I 

USA,  INC.  I 
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Best  Values  in  New  Equipment 


After  three  years, 
nothing  matches  the 
MAGNUM  warranty. 


m 


Five  years  or  5,000  hours.  That's 
the  coverage  you  get  — at  no  extra 
charge— on  every  new  MAGNUM" 
tractor.  In  fact,  it's  the  same 
warranty*  that  covers  every 
MAGNUM  tractor  ever  built. 

And,  while  the  competition 
offers  an  occasional  free  warranty. 


they  haven't  put  it  on  every 
tractor.  Besides,  only  MAGNUM's 
5-year/5000-hour  warranty  can  be 
fully  transferred  without  a  fee. 
That  gives  the  MAGNUM  tractor's 
already  high  resale  value  another 
boost.  And  it  gives  you  another 
good  reason  to  buy. 


See  us  tociay  about  an  on-farm 
demonstration.  Once  you  work 
one,  you'll  understand  why 
MAGNUM  means  more  than  ever. 


own  nianu 
applies  to  I 


ins,  Willi  li  are  covered  liy  llieir 
crs'  warranties  A  J2()()  deductible 
epair  alter  the  first  year 


See  These  Case  IH  Dealers 


Gremillion's,  Inc. 

New  Roads,  LA 
(504)  638-6347 


Baton  Rouge,  LA 
(504)  357-6453 


Lanier  Int'L  Inc. 

Abbeville,  LA 
(318)  893-1988 


Lemann's  Farm  Supply  Inc. 

Thibodaux,  LA 
(504)  447-3776 


Donaldsonville,  LA 
(504)  473-7927 
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In  oMemoriam 


Mr.  Irving  E.  Legendre,  Sr.,  President  and  General 
Manager  of  Lafourche  Sugars  Corporation  for  55  years, 
died  on  Tuesday,  June  2,  1992  at  his  home  in  Thibodaux, 
Louisiana  following  a  short  illness.  He  was  85. 

Mr.  Legendre  was  active  in  all  aspects  of  the  sugar 
industry.  In  1982,  he  was  conferred  an  Honorary  Life 
membership  in  the  American  Society  of  Sugarcane 
Technologist.  Also  active  in  civic  affairs,  ''Mr.  Irving"  served 
on  the  Lafourche  Parish  Police  Jury,  was  President  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  St.  Joseph  Hospital  Governing 
Board,  Rotary  Club,  Louisiana  State  Police  Jury  Associa- 
tion and  other  organizations.  He  was  a  former  director  of 
First  Interstate  Bank  of  Southern  Louisiana. 

Besides  his  civic  activities,  Mr.  Legendre  was  very 
active  in  affairs  of  the  Catholic  Church.  In  1991,  he  was 
named  to  the  Order  of  St.  Gregory  the  Great  by  Pope  Paul 
II. 

Preceded  in  death  by  his  wife,  Eloise  S.  Legendre, 
Mr.  Legendre  is  survived  by  three  sons,  Irving  E.  Legendre, 
Jr.,  Ben  Legendre  and  Gus  Legendre  and  three  daughters, 
Irene  L.  Legendre,  Pat  L.  O'Grady  and  Eloise  L.  Toups. 
He  is  also  survived  by  24  grandchildren  and  7  great 
grandchildren. 


THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN 


UP  FRONT 
WITH  THE  LEAGUE 

By  P.  J.  deGravelles 


WILLIAM  RICHARDSON  NAMED 
NEW  DEAN  OF  LSU  AGRICULTURE 


Professor  of  vocational  education 
and  associate  dean  William  B.  Richard- 
son has  been  named  dean  of  the  LSU 
College  of  Agriculture. 

Richardson  has  been  serving  as  in- 
terim dean  since  last  January  when 
Mason  Carter  stepped  down. 

The  appointment  of  Dr.  Richardson 
as  dean  was  effective  May  19,  1992,  ac- 
cording to  C.  Roland  Haden,  LSU  vice 
chancellor  for  academic  affairs.  "Bill 
Richardson  is  an  accomplished  scholar 
and  leader  in  his  field,  in  addition  to  be- 
ing an  able  administrator.  I  am  very 
pleased  to  have  him  as  our  new  dean." 

Coming  from  Purdue  University, 
Richardson  joined  LSU  in  1984  as  direc- 
tor of  the  School  of  Vocational  Education 
and  Technology  a  post  he  held  until 
August  of  1986,  when  he  was  named 
acting  associate  dean  of  the  College  of 
Agriculture. 

At  Purdue  he  served  as  acting  assis- 
tant head  of  the  Department  of  Educa- 
tion from  January  to  June  of  1984; 
chairman  of  the  Vocational  Education 
Section  from  May  1980  to  1984;  and 
chairman  of  the  Agricultural  Education 
Section  from  1974  to  1980.  He  joined 
Purdue  as  an  assistant  professor  in  1972 
becoming  a  full  professor  there  in  1981. 

A  native  of  Kennett,  Missouri, 
Richardson  received  his  bachelor's  and 
master's  degree  from  Arkansas  State 
University  in  1966  and  1968  and  his 


doctorate    from    the    University    of 
Missouri  in  1972. 

Dr.  Richardson  has  published  three 
textbooks,  two  in  agriculture  and  one  on 
leadership  education.  His  first  book, 
"Working  in  Horticulture,"  is  current- 
ly in  its  second  edition.  He  has  also 
published  four  monographs  related  to 
his  research. 

His  scholarship  record  includes  some 
30  articles  in  professional  journals,  45 
presented  at  regional  and  national 
meetings.  Richardson's  research  and 
teaching  focuses  on  leadership  educa- 
tion and  the  evaluation  of  educational 
programs. 

He  has  obtained  outside  research 
funding  in  excess  of  $400,000  and  has 
led  an  LSU  team  effort  to  write  a  $2.9 
million  project  for  the  U.S.  Agency  for 
International  Development. 

At  LSU,  Richardson  has  served  on 
the  graduate  committee  for  professional 
education,  the  student  recruitment  com- 
mittee of  the  faculty  senate  and  is  chair 
of  the  Junior  Division  Advisory  Council. 

Richardson  has  served  as  referee  for 
the  "Gifted  Child  Quarterly,"  the  "Jour- 
nal of  the  American  Vocational 
Research  Association,"  the  "Journal  of 
the  American  Association  of  Teacher 
Educators  in  Agriculture"  and  as 
regional  editor  of  "Agricultural  Educa- 
tion." 

(Continued  on  page  14) 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE  WITH  DON  WALLACE 


NAFTA  UPDATE 

Tensions  have  been  running  high 
with  regard  to  the  North  American  Free 
Trade  Agreement  talks  taking  place 
here  in  Washington  during  the  begin- 
ning weeks  of  June.  Talks  were  even 
broken  off  by  the  U.S.  for  a  time  in  ear- 
ly June  when  their  frustration  with  the 
Mexicans  became  too  great.  Agricul- 
tural negotiations  are  scheduled  to 
resume  here  in  Washington  June  17  and 
18,  with  the  Mexicans  stating  that  they 
now  have  more  negotiating  flexibility 
from  their  government.  Negotiators  are 
still  at  an  impasse  with  regard  to  sugar. 

Chairman  of  the  House  Committee 
on  Agriculture  Kika  de  la  Garza  met 
with  U.S.  Trade  Representatives  Julius 
Katz  and  Carla  Hills  on  June  11.  It  has 
been  reported  that  Katz  stated  to  de  la 
Garza  during  the  meeting  that  U.S.  Sec- 
tion 22  commodities  are  in  no  danger 
under  a  NAFTA  and,  in  addition,  the 
GATT  waiver  of  Section  22  commodities 
would  not  be  in  jeopardy.  Of  course,  the 
presumption  of  the  U.S.  is  that  the  Sec- 
tion 22  waiver  will  be  negotiated  away 
in  the  GATT  talks. 


GATT  UPDATE 

There  has  been  virtually  no  move- 
ment in  Agriculture  since  the  last 
bilaterals  here  in  Washington  during 
the  last  week  in  May.  Secretary  of  State 
James  Baker  and  E.  C.  External  Rela- 
tions Commissioner  Frans  Andriessen, 
the  principal  negotiators  during  the  last 
bilaterals,  are  expected  to  meet  again 
soon  to  try  to  achieve  some  break- 
through on  the  stalled  talks.  They  will 
most  likely  try  to  meet  some  time  before 
the  G-7  Summit  (a  meeting  of  the  U.S., 
Canadian,  Japanese,  German,  French, 
Italian,  and  U.K.  Heads  of  State)  in 


Munich  on  July  6.  The  week  of  June  15, 
the  Market  Access  groups  are  gathering 
in  Geneva,  but  not  much  is  expected  out 
of  this  conference  because  all  are 
awaiting  a  breakthrough  in  Agri- 
culture. 

INDUSTRY-WIDE  MEETING 
IN  WASHINGTON 

On  May  19,  fifty  sugar  industry 
representatives  gathered  in  Washington 
to  discuss  the  position  the  sugar  in- 
dustry should  take  regarding  the  North 
American  Free  Trade  Agreement 
(NAFTA).  After  almost  four  hours  of 
discussion,  the  group  reached  consensus: 
to  stand  firmly  behind  a  letter  to 
Secretary  Ed  Madigan  and  U.S.  Trade 
Representative  Carla  Hills  stating  the 
sugar  industry's  opposition  to  an  in- 
creased sugar  quota  for  the  Mexicans 
under  a  NAFTA  and  outlining  seven 
reasons  for  such  a  stance.  The  May  22 
letter  clearly  defined  the  industry's 
posture,  charging  the  Administration 
with  upholding  its  claim  "to  preserve 
the  existing  patterns  of  trade  in  raw  and 
refined  sugars  and  sugar-containing  pro- 
ducts between  the  three  (North 
American)  countries."  The  letter  was 
also  widely  distributed  on  the  Hill  with 
a  memo  urging  Members  to  contact 
Madigan  and  Hills. 

SUGAR  PROGRAM  OVERSIGHT 

HEARING  SCHEDULED  IN 

HOUSE  AGRICULTURE 

COMMITTEE 

The  Cotton,  Rice  &  Sugar  Subcom- 
mittee has  scheduled  an  oversight  hear- 
ing to  review  USDA's  current  ad- 
ministration of  the  sugar  program.  The 
date  has  been  set  for  Thursday,  July  9, 
1992.  USDA  administrators  and  an 
(Continued  on  page  19) 
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Farm  Financing  From 
Folics  Who  Understand. 

Sometimes  it's  hard  to  explain  —  to  someone  who 
doesn't  know  your  business  —  why  you  need  money  and 
how  you  plan  to  use  it. 

At  First  South  Production  Credit  Association  you  won't 
have  to  educate  our  loan  officers. 

They  understand  farming  and  they'll  tailor  a  financing 
package  to  fit  your  needs. 

We'll  help  you  buy  that     ,__ 

^  new  tractor,  get  the  crop 

k^j~T  in  this  year,  make 

^^^~^R±k         farm  improvements  or 

just  keep  the  cash  flow  flowing. 


iv. 


T-^. 


Because  You  Deserve  It. 


f 


Give  us  a  call. 


^ 


First  South 
Production  Credit 
Association 


S'^ 


ANDY  ANDOLSEK 
Thibodaux 


DEAN  MARTIN 
Thibodaux 


PATSY  CHAMPAGNE 
New  Iberia 


Landini  Tractors 
2  &  4  Wheel  Drive 
42-  145  H.P. 
Low  or  High  Clearance 


M.  J.  NAQUIN,  INC 

A  G  POWER  &  MACHINERY 

205  ARMS  ST. 

THIBODAUX,  LOUISIANA  70301 

(504)  447-3296 


Mfg.  of  Sugar  Cane 
3-Row  Cultivators 
Dist.  of  Perl<ins  & 
Rolls  Royce 
Diesel  Engines 


Builders  of  quality  farm  equipment 
since  1884.  Our  tractors  are  sold  in 
Europe  and  most  major  countries  of 
the  world. 

Landini  offers  a  full  line  of 
Agricultural  Tractors  from  47  to  142 
HP  in  2  and  4  wheel  drive. 

Landini  offers  Specialty  Tractors 
with  options  to  suit  a  wide  range  of 
specialized  agricultural  needs. 

NARROW  VINEYARD;  LOW  PRO- 
FILE; HIGH  CLEARANCE;  MUDDER 
AND  AGRICULTURAL  CRAWLERS; 
are  all  available  to  the  Landini  dealer. 

With  the  world  famous  Perkins 
Engine  and  transmission  options  of 
Shuttle,  Creeper,  under  the  overdrive 
Landini  tractors  better  meet  the 
specialized  growers  needs. 
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FARM  NOTES  By  Dr.  Charley  Richard 

CONTACT  COMMITTEE  —  PARISH  FIELD  DAYS  —  CANE  BORER  MEETINGS 
CROP  REPORT  —  SMUT  AND  CP  65-3357 


As  reported  in  the  last  issue  of  the 
Sugar  Bulletin,  the  League's  annual 
Contact  Committee  meeting  will  be  held 
Friday,  July  10,  1992  beginning  with 
registration  at  8:30  a.m.  at  the  Howard 
Johnson  Motor  Lodge  in  Thibodaux.  The 
agenda  has  been  finalized  and  speakers 
are  prepared  to  give  you  the  latest  in- 
formation available.  The  meeting  pro- 
mises to  be  one  that  you  will  certainly 
want  to  attend.  The  scientists  who  will 
be  speaking  have  received  research 
funding  from  the  industry  and  will  be 
prepared  to  answer  your  questions  con- 
cerning their  work.  It  is  your  opportuni- 
ty to  see  your  research  dollars  at  work 
and  you  should  make  every  effort  to  at- 
tend to  let  the  scientists  know  that  you 
recognize  the  importance  of  their  work 
as  well  as  informing  yourself  as  to  the 
potential  benefits  of  this  research.  A  se- 
cond portion  of  the  program  will  deal 
with  environmental  issues  which  you 
will  surely  want  to  hear  to  inform 
yourself  as  much  as  possible  in  what  is 
currently  expected  of  you  as  an  "en- 
vironmentally conscious  grower."  The 
complete  agenda  will  be  as  follows. 


Cropmate 


FERTILIZER 


JEANERETTE,  LOUISIANA 

Highway  182,  West 

318/276-5051 


THIBODAUX,  LOUISIANA 

805  St.  Patrick  Highway 

504/447-4081 

NEW  ROADS,  LOUISIANA 

State  Highways  415  &  44 

Patin  Dyke  Road 

504/638-8343 


8:30  a.m. 

Registration 
8:45  a.m. 

Call  to  Order  and  Welcome  by 

Mr.  Warren  Harang  III 
9:00  a.m. 

ASCL  Dedicated  Research  Funding 

Program  by  Mr.  John  Gay 
9:10  a.m. 

Breeding  Program  Research  by 

Dr.  Scott  Milligan 
9:30  a.m. 

Disease  Studies  by  Dr.  Jeff  Hoy 
9:50  a.m. 

Weed  Control  Studies  by 

Dr.  Ed  Richard 
10:10  a.m. 

Biotechnology  Research  by 

Dr.  Dave  Burner 
10:30  a.m. 

Break 
10:50  a.m. 

Air  Quality  Issues  by 

Mr.  Gus  von  Bodungen 
11:10  a.m. 

Best  Management  Practices  by 

Dr.  Bill  Branch 
11:30  a.m. 

Borer  Control  by  Dr.  Dale  Pollet 
11:45  a.m. 

Washington  Update  by 

Mr.  Pete  de  Gravelles,  Jr. 
12:00  p.m. 

Adjourn 

PARISH  FIELD  DAYS 

A  listing  of  the  Parish  Field  Days 
was  included  in  the  last  issue  of  the 
Sugar  Bulletin.  Much  work  has  gone  in- 
to planning  these  meetings  and  it  is  im- 
portant that  you  attend  the  meeting  so 
that  you  can  see  demonstrations  on  the 

(Continued  on  page  15) 
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The  Baton  Rouge  Line 

By  Tom  and  Linda  Spradley 


As  we  go  to  press,  one  week  remains 
prior  to  the  adjournment  of  the 
Legislative  Session.  While  a  lot  can  hap- 
pen in  that  period  of  time,  the  best  news 
coming  out  of  the  session  may  be  that 
"nothing  happened"  That  might  not 
sound  like  something  to  cheer  about  but 
when  one  considers  the  barrage  of  trial 
attorney  bills,  attempts  to  rescind  right- 
to- work,  and  attacks  on  the  ''good" 
points  of  the  current  tax  structure,  the 
business  community  might  want  to  con- 
sider a  celebration. 

Punitive  Damages 

The  punitive  damages  bill  (HB 
874-Chaisson)  has  been  returned  to  the 
Senate  calendar.  This  bill  appears  to  be 
dead  for  the  session.  This  bill  is  the  third 
of  the  top  priority  issues  set  forth  by  the 
trial  attorneys  (third  party  tort,  and 
joint  and  several  being  the  other  two) 
that  have  been  lost  thus  far. 

Protective  Orders 

HB  916-Deano.  Called  the  "sunshine 
law"  by  the  trial  attorneys,  this  bill 
would  have  mandated  that  all  records 
involving  a  "safety  hazard"  be  open  to 
the  public.  However,  "safety  hazard" 
was  not  defined  in  the  legislation,  that 
task  most  likely  being  left  to  the  courts. 
Currently,  the  law  provides  that  a  plain- 
tiff or  defendant  can  request  that  court 
records  be  sealed  or  remain  open,  and 
the  judge  renders  a  decision  on  that  mo- 
tion. This  bill,  which  was  defeated  on 
the  House  floor,  would  have  taken  away 
the  option  of  sealing  the  records. 

The  death  of  this  bill  effectively 
leaves  the  trial  attorneys  with  a  0-4 
record  for  the  session.  This  is  a  stunning 
turn  of  events,  to  say  the  least.  The 
business  community  fully  expected  the 
trial  attorneys  to  reign  supreme,  and 
their  absolute  defeat  is  nothing  short  of 
amazing. 

We  urge  you,  however,  not  to  relax. 
Next  year,  rest  assured,  they  will  be 


back  —  probably  at  the  level  of  strength 
we  expected  this  year. 

Agency  Shop 

The  Agency  Shop  bill  (HB 
1492-Anding),  which  was  killed  on  the 
House  floor,  was  a  special  order  on  Mon- 
day, June  8.  This  bill  would  have  essen- 
tially repealed  Louisiana's  Right-to- 
Work  law  by  allowing  many  workers  to 
be  forced  to  pay  fees  to  a  union.  Current- 
ly, this  is  prohibited  by  law. 

If  you  don't  think  this  bill  would  af- 
fect you  because  you  are  non-union,  you 
need  to  be  aware  that  Victor  Bussie 
stated  in  testimony  that  he  planned  to 
organize  those  that  are  not  currently  in 
the  union.  With  the  extra  funds  that  will 
be  available  if  this  bill  passes,  the  reali- 
ty of  the  message  becomes  a  little  scary. 
Governor  Edwards  joined  Bussie  at  the 
witness  table  while  he  was  testifying  for 
the  bill. 

Constitutional  Convention 

At  this  point,  it  appears  that  a  Con- 
stitutional Convention  will  convene 
August  16  for  a  six-week  period.  As  the 
situation  now  stands,  the  delegates 
would  be  comprised  of  the  current 
Legislature,  and  meet  as  a  bicameral 
body.  So  why  not  simply  meet  in  a 
Special  Session?  Simple.  Meeting  in  a 
Constitutional  Convention  requires  only 
a  simple  majority  on  a  tax  as  opposed  to 
two-thirds  in  a  Special  Session.  The  Con- 
vention continues  to  be  a  concern 
because,  regardless  of  what  is  said  by 
proponents,  any  tax  measure  placed  on 
the  ballot  and  approved  by  the  people 
would  likely  be  ruled  law  of  the  courts, 
whether  or  not  it  was  within  the 
parameters  of  the  Convention.  Addi- 
tionally, and  this  could  be  the  scariest 
scenario,  it  is  likely  that  the  people  will 
not  approve  any  new  taxes,  thus  return- 
ing the  Legislature  to  square  one.  More 
about  this  as  we  get  closer  to  the 
Convention. 
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IN  THE  FACTORY 

Stephen  J.  Clarke 

Audubon  Sugar  Institute 

Louisiana  Agricultural  Experiment  Station 


AMERICAN  FILTRATION  SOCIETY  MEETING 


Last  month  I  attended  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  American  Filtration 
Society  in  Chicago.  This  was  an  unusual 
conference  for  me  since  almost  all  that 
I  have  attended  recently  have  been 
directly  related  to  the  sugar  industry. 
Only  one  other  person  from  the  sugar  in- 
dustry was  there  and  it  was  interesting 
to  see  the  subject  of  filtration  from  a 
quite  different  standpoint. 

The  American  Filtration  Society  is 
a  fairly  new  group  and  concentrates  on 
all  aspects  of  the  science  and  education 
of  particle-fluid  separation.  The  papers 
varied  from  theoretical  discussions  of 
mathematical  models  of  filtration 
systems  to  quite  commercial  descrip- 
tions of  equipment.  The  latter  were 
usually  very  well  done  and  gave  a 
valuable  insight  into  what  can  now  be 
done  with  modern  filtration  technology, 
an  area  neglected  by  our  industry. 

The  conference  covered  all  aspects  of 
filtration,  both  liquids  and  gases,  and 
much  of  the  material  dealt  with  treat- 
ment of  industrial  and  municipal  waste 
water.  The  technology  developments  in 
this  area  is  being  pushed  mainly  by  in- 
creasingly stringent  govenment  regula- 
tions. Each  of  these  areas  presents  a  new 
set  of  demands  upon  separation 
technology.  Within  the  environmental 
and  regulatory  compliance  area  alone 
there  are  at  least  eight  federal  acts  or 
clean-up  programs  with  need  for  im- 
proved separation  systems,  for  example 
the  Solid  Waste  Minimization  Act. 

Efficient  dewatering  systems  are 
necessary  to  minimize  the  quantity  of 


solid  waste  from  a  sugar  mill  and  a 
useful  paper  was  given  on  choosing  the 
appropriate  dewatering  technology. 
Comparisons  were  made  of  screw 
presses,  belt  presses,  filter  presses  and 
centrifuges.  The  special  case  in  the 
sugar  industry  where  it  is  necessary  to 
wash  to  recover  sugar  from  the  cake  was 
not  included  but  the  general  conclusions 
still  apply.  Filter  presses  gave  the  best 
performance  but  at  the  highest  cost, 
with  belt  presses  at  the  other  end,  with 
low  cost  but  high  operator  input  and 
relatively  poor  cake  solids  content  and 
leakage.  Rotary  vacuum  filters  were  not 
considered  applicable  in  this  context. 

As  expected,  there  was  a  wide  range 
of  papers  on  fine  filtration  using  mem- 
brane systems.  This  is  of  particular  in- 
terest to  us  at  Audubon  since  Michael 
Saska  and  I  have  just  received  a  sub- 
stantial grant  for  establishment  of  a 
pilot  scale  membrane  filtration  labora- 
tory. This  system  is  designed  to  process 
liquids  from  a  range  of  agricultural 
sources  with  emphasis  at  the  beginning 
on  sugar  cane  juices  and  syrups. 

Fouling  of  the  membrane  surface 
must  be  avoided  if  decent  filtration  rates 
are  to  be  achieved.  The  usual  technique 
involves  high  liquid  flow  across  the 
membrane  to  prevent  solids  buildup  by 
generating  high  shear  conditions  at  the 
membrane  surface.  In  most  systems  this 
requires  considerable  pumping  capaci- 
ty to  recirculate  the  liquid  being  filtered 
since  the  flow  through  the  membrane  is 
usually  considerably  lower  than  that 
(Continued  on  page  18) 
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CLASSIFIED 


WANTED:  International  or  John  Deere  Hi-Crop  Tractors.  Any  age!  Any  condi- 
tion! Call  1-800-738-2263. 


FOR  SALE:  7100  Single  RowCameco  Harvester;  1066  Int'l  Low-clear  Tractor; 
4  Davis  Wagons.  Call  (504)  545-3856  or  (504)  545-3479. 


FOR  SALE:  1  —  J  &  L  8-18  Cane  Harvester  with  3304  Caterpillar  engine. 
Harvester  cut  90  acres  of  cane  per  year  —  low  hours;  1  —  Thomson  flex  boom 
cane  loader  mounted  on  D-1 7  tractor;  Self  propelled  front  end  loader  powered 
by  John  Deere  engine.  Contact  Fred  Pierce,  Sr.,  Lockport,  LA  or  call  (504) 
532-3457  between  11  a.m.  and  1  p.m.  or  after  6  p.m.  (No  Collect  Calls) 


FOR  SALE:  2  Drum  Cane  Planters  $4,000  each;  1  Nabors  3  Compartment  Cane 
Trailer  $5,000  —  Radial  Tires;  Drum  off  of  Cameco  Cane  Planter  —  Best  offer. 
Call  Frank  Pearce  &  Sons  at  (504)  625-3157  after  6:00  p.m. 


FOR  SALE:  Cameco  2-row  Harvester  300  hours  on  engine  cab  &  air,  1  season 
left  on  warranty  on  engine.  1  91 70  Deutz  front  wheel  assist  tractor  1 ,400  hours. 
Warranty  still  on  tractor.  Call  (318)  229-4988. 


FOR  SALE:  2  Tandem  Axle  Davis  type  Transfer  Carts;  1  3-row  Cameco  Cane 
Shaver.  Call  (318)  856-9466  or  (318)  856-4622. 


FOR  SALE:  3  Cane  Carts  —  Double  Axle,  12.5  —  13.5  Tons  Capacity;  Dump 
Wagons,  New  Grader  Tires.  Call  Steve  at  (504)  627-5079  or  (504)  627-5997. 


FOR  SALE:  John  Deere  TW  1 8'  Tandem  Disc,  with  24"  blades.  Excellent  Con- 
dition, Field  Ready  —  $2,500;  2  Thompson  Hercules  Cane  Loader  Mounted 
on  Allis  Chalmers  D19  Tractor,  Good  Condition  —  $5,000.  Call  John  Falcon 
at  (504)  473-7169  or  (504)  473-6162. 


FOR  SALE:  1971  LI  6  J&L  Self  Propelled  Field  Loader.  Good  running  condi- 
tion —  $5,500.  Call  (504)  335-0258  or  (504)  627-9641  after  6  p.m. 


FOR  SALE:  10,000  Bushel  Bin  with  blower,  loading  and  unloading  augars.  2 
—  6,000  Gal.  Anhydrous  Ammonia  Tanks.  Call  (504)  265-4244. 


FOR  SALE:  3-row  Chopper;  Hay  Fork:  JD  Cab,  Single  Row  Chopper  and  Plow, 
Dump  Trailer  18'  long.  A-C  3-row  Plow,  3  Drain  Cleaners,  Hog  Feeder.  Call 
(318)  365-8040.  Ask  for  Sondra. 
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Environmental  Perspective 


NONPOINT  SOURCE  POLLUTION 

By  Gulf  Engineers  &  Consultants,  Inc.  Staff 


Water  pollution  control  has  tradi- 
tionally focused  on  the  impacts  of  pollu- 
tant discharges  from  point  sources,  such 
as  industrial  and  municipal  sewage 
systems.  With  the  reductions  in  point 
source  problems,  other  water  pollution 
sources  have  become  the  subject  of  closer 
technical  and  political  scrutiny. 

These  other  sources,  called  nonpoint 
sources,  generate  pollutants  during  the 
stormwater  runoff  process.  Runoff 
erodes  or  washes  off  pollutants  from  a 
wide,  diffuse  area  and  transports  them 
to  a  receiving  water.  Urbanization  and 
agriculture  are  good  examples  of  ac- 
tivities that  cause  nonpoint  source 
pollutants. 

A    definition    of   nonpoint    source 
pollution  includes  these  elements: 
®  Nonpoint    sources    are    diffuse, 
cover  substantial  areas,  and  act 
either  in  response  to  human  ac- 
tivity or  as  "background  pollu- 
tion" from  natural  lands. 
®  Nonpoint    source    pollution    is 
related    to    land    management, 
geologic,  and  rainfall  variables 
which  can  change  from  day  to  day 
or  year  to  year.  Only  the  land 
management  factors  can  be  con- 
trolled by  society. 
®  Nonpoint  source  pollution  is  gen- 
erated and  transported  by  rain. 
Surface  runoff  transports  eroded 
soil  particles.  It  also  picks  up  and 
transports  pollutants  from  septic 
tanks  and  land  fills. 
Specific,  nonpoint  source  problems 
occur  in  agricultural  activities  when 
land  is  cultivated  adjacent  to  a  water- 


body  without  leaving  an  adequate  "buf- 
fer" of  natural  vegetation  to  help  reduce 
erosion.  Furthermore,  application  of 
pesticides  and  herbicides  should  be 
restricted  and  exclude  the  "buffer"  area 
to  reduce  the  nonpoint  source  impact 
from  runoff  on  adjacent  or  nearby  water- 
bodies.  Some  believe  that  the  problems 
involving  pesticides  and  fish  kills  in  the 
sugarcane  growing  region  of  south  Lou- 
isiana during  the  summer  of  1991  may 
have  been  due  to  nonpoint  source 
pollution. 

One  reason  for  the  lack  of  control  of 
nonpoint  source  pollution  lies  in  the  dif- 
ferent nature  of  nonpoint  sources  com- 
pared to  point  sources.  Point  sources  are 
relatively  easy  to  treat  and  to  monitor 
for  compliance.  Conventional  pollution 
control  measures  are  designed  for  rela- 
tively concentrated,  steady  flows  that 
usually  vary  only  slightly.  Nonpoint 
sources  are  much  more  diffuse  and  are 
driven  by  random,  intermittent  rainfall. 
The  flow  rate  and  quality  of  water  often 
vary  greatly  (Corbett,  1990). 

Laws  and  rules  concerning  the  prob- 
lem of  water  pollution  have  obviously 
become  a  reality.  Laws  involving  non- 
point  source  discharge  have  not  yet  been 
written,  however,  are  soon  to  follow. 
These  laws,  as  it  seems,  are  being  con- 
sidered with  more  practical  means  in 
mind  by  referring  to  voluntary  "best 
management  practices"  (BMP's)  as  stan- 
dards. Voluntary  "best  management 
practices",  as  called  for  by  the  Clean 
Water  Act,  may  be  defined  as  a  sug- 
gested set  of  guidelines  and  measures 
which  have  been  researched,  tested, 
(Continued  on  page  18) 
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Louisiana  Higii  Yield  Sugar 
Producers  Recognition  Program 


Purpose: 


The  purpose  of  the  sugar  high  yield 
award  program  is  to  identify  and  recog- 
nize Louisiana  sugarcane  producers  who 
have  excelled  in  the  production  of  sugar 
per  acre. 

The  following  criteria  will  be  used  in 
identifying  the  highest  yielding  pro- 
ducers for  recognition. 

Criteria  for  award  program: 

How  will  yields  be  determined? 

Total  sugarcane  acres  grown  divided  in- 
to total  raw  sugar  produced  will  be  used 
to  determine  sugar  per  acre.  This  will 
be  the  basis  for  recognition.  To  be  eligi- 
ble for  recognition  a  grower  must  pro- 
duce a  yield  of  raw  sugar  per  acre  equal 
to  or  more  than  10%  above  the  state 
average  sugar  per  acre. 

Who  will  be  recognized?  There 
will  be  two  categories  of  award  winners 
—  quota  and  non-quota.  The  quota 
category  will  be  made  up  of  producers 
who  have  an  established  mill  quota  and 
haul  sugarcane  for  at  least  60%  of  the 
weeks  of  harvest.  Producers  who  do  not 
meet  the  quota  criteria  will  be  recog- 
nized in  the  non-quota  category.  Coun- 
ty Agents  will  report  producers  as  to 
their  respective  category. 

The  following  are  the  group  of  win- 
ners to  be  recognized  from  the  quota 
category  at  the  state  award  program. 

1.  Top  20  producers  in  the  state 
regardless  of  acreage  category. 

2.  First  place  acreage  winners  in 
each  of  three  districts. 

3.  Top  producers  in  each  parish  to  be 
recognized  as  parish  winners. 

.    JULY  1,  1992 


What  are  the  districts  and 
acreage  categories  in  which  quota 
category  winners  will  be  recog- 
nized? 

There  will  be  three  districts  made  up 
of  the  following  parishes: 


River-Bayou 

Teche 

Lafourche 

Northern 

Acadia 

Ascension 

Avoyelles 

Iberia 

Assumption 

East  Baton 

Lafayette 

Iberville 

Rouge 

St.  Martin 

Lafourche 

Pointe  Coupee 

St.  Mary 

St.  Charles 

Rapides 

Vermillion 

St.  James 

St.  Landry 

St.  John 

West  Baton  Rouge 

Terrebonne 

The  following  are  the  acreage  categories 
in  each  district: 

0-199.9  acres 
200-699.9  acres 
700-1499.9  acres 
1500 -f-  acres 

A  grower  who  has  sugarcane  in 
more  than  one  parish  in  a  district  will 
decide  in  which  parish  he  wants  to  com- 
pete. To  determine  District  awards,  total 
acres  in  all  parishes  for  same  farm  in  the 
district  will  be  used.  Certificates 
presented  to  growers  who  are  district  or 
state  top  20  producers  will  list  all 
parishes  in  which  farms  are  located. 

All  acres  in  sugarcane  including 
abandoned  acres  will  be  used  to  figure 
yield  of  sugar  per  acre. 

A  farm  should  be  identified  by  pro- 
ducer number  as  recognized  by  ASCS. 
(Not  ASCS  Farm  Serial  Number). 

(Continued  on  page  1 7) 
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ATTENTION 

ALLEE,  ALLEE  &  ALLEN 

Announces  Its 

Precision  Grading  Service 
Lazerplane  Equipped 

*  Better  drainage 

*  Better  weed  control 

*  Increase  acreage 

Also  Agent  for 
Spectro  Physics 
Laser  Plane  Sale 

St.  James,  Louisiana  70086 

(504)  265-3965 


THE  SUGAR 
BULLETIN 

(504)  448-3707 


UP  FRONT  WITH 
THE  LEAGUE 

(Continued  from  page  5) 

He  has  assumed  leadership  positions 
in  his  professional  organizations  in  voca- 
tional and  agricultural  education,  chair- 
ing a  national  task  force  for  the 
American  Vocational  Association  on  the 
future  of  vocational  education. 

Richardson  consults  nationally  with 
such  agencies  as  the  National  Center  for 
Research  in  Vocational  Education,  the 
American  Vocational  Association  and  at 
the  state  level  with  the  Indiana  Depart- 
ment of  Public  Instruction  and  the  Lou- 
isiana State  Council  for  Vocational 
Education. 

The  new  dean  has  played  a  major 
role  in  the  development  of  several  LSU- 
based  international  projects  and  has 
served  as  liaison  for  a  proposal  to 
develop  coastal  resources  for  the 
southeast  Education  Consortium  for  In- 
ternational Development.  He  has  con- 
ducted agricultural  workshops  and  in- 
formational meetings  for  visitors  from 
Senegal,  China,  Liberia,  Costa  Rica  and 
Honduras,  and  has  presented  papers  at 
U.S.  Agency  for  International  Develop- 
ment workshops. 


WANTED:  JD  &  l-H  Tractors  for  Parts. 
Any  Age  or  Cor)dition. 


New,  Used  and  Rebuilt  Hi  Crop  and  Row 
Crop  Tractor  Parts,  Tires,  Rebuilt  Clutches, 
Crank  Shafts,  Injector  Pumps  and  More. 
Also  Any  Hard-To-Find  Parts.  We  Buy 
Farm  Equipment  &  Salvage  Tractors. 


Toll  Free 
1-800-738-2263 
(318)276-3453 
(318)  276-6230 


Cane  Tractor  Parts 


Hwy.  90 
Jeanerette,  LA 
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FARM  NOTES 


(Continued  from  page  8) 


best  practices  that  are  available  to  you 
to  help  you  make  the  most  economical 
yield  possible.  All  of  your  efforts  should 
be  to  produce  the  most  money  as  possi- 
ble which  may  not  translate  into  the 
highest  total  yield  but  rather  the  max- 
imum economic  yield.  This  is  one  reason 
why  the  state  high  yield  contest  rules 
were  changed  somewhat  to  reflect  the 
total  acreage  involved  in  making  the 
achieved  yields.  It  is  important  that,  as 
an  industry,  with  inflation  catching  up 
with  an  18  cent  loan  level  that  has  re- 
mained constant  since  1985,  growers 
and  processors  attempt  to  make  the 
most  net  income  from  the  sugar  pro- 
duced on  the  entire  farm's  acreage.  This 
involves  both  reducing  or  holding  down 
production  and  processing  costs  while 
maximizing  yields  and  recoveries.  To  ac- 
complish this  takes  a  team  effort  of 


growers  and  processors  to  ultimately 
produce  the  best  economic  yields 
possible. 

Parish  Field  Days  are  designed  to 
provide  you  with  the  information  you 
need  to  be  a  good  sugarcane  farmer.  It 
is  your  opportunity  to  make  yourself  a 
more  knowledgeable  farmer.  Take  the 
time  to  support  your  parish  efforts  and 
make  our  industry  as  efficient  as 
possible. 

CANE  BORER  MEETINGS 

On  May  22,  1992,  a  meeting  was 
coordinated  by  the  League  among  aerial 
applicators,  crop  consultants.  Coopera- 
tive Extension  personnel,  insecticide 
manufacturers  and  dealers,  entomology 
scientists,  and  representatives  of  Farm 

(Continued  on  page  16) 


GOODYEAR 


SPECIAL 
SURE-GRIP  TD-8 


GCXX)YEAR  TIRES  FOR 
YOUR  CAR,  TRUCK,  FARM 
OR  OFF  HWY.  EQUIPMENT 


NOBODY  FITS  YOU 
LIKE  GOODYEAR 


•  24  HR.  ROAD  SERVICE 

•  COMPLETE  AUTOMOTIVE 
CERTIFIED  SERVICE 

•  TRUCK  TIRE  BALANCE 
AND  ALIGNMENT 


GilENERAL  ELECTRIC 
AUTHORIZED  DEALER 


SUPER  TRACTION  •  SUPER  STRENGTH 


7:30  AM  -  6:00  PM  MON.  -  FRI. 
7:30  AM  -  1 :00  PM  SAT 
1203  ST.  PATRICK  HWY 
THIBODAUX 

YOUR  ON  FARM  SERVICE  SPECIALIST 


GOODYEAR  AUTO  SERVICE  CENTER 
1  -800-256-1 269        (504)  447-2696 
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Bureau,  the  Department  of  Agriculture 
and  Forestry,  and  the  Department  of 
Environmental  Quality.  The  purpose  of 
this  meeting  was  to  highlight  the 
seriousness  of  environmental  concerns 
with  regards  to  the  upcoming  cane  borer 
control  season  and  a  discussion  of 
changes  in  the  azinphosmethyl  label. 
The  discussions  that  were  held  were 
very  informative  for  all  in  attendance 
and  gave  all  groups  an  opportunity  to 
describe  factors  which  they  felt  would 
impact  the  control  of  the  sugarcane 
borer  during  1992. 

Several  parishes  are  now  in  the  pro- 
cess of  having  similar  meetings  for  local 
growers  to  highlight  the  current 
chemical  label  and  application  regula- 
tions. The  main  concern  of  these 
meetings  is  to  discuss  how  these  changes 
affect  growers  and  to  discuss  possible 
solutions  to  situations  that  may  occur 
during  the  coming  borer  control  season. 
It  is  important  that  growers  stay  up  to 
date  on  these  matters  as  they  affect  how 
this  industry  is  viewed  by  the  general 
public. 

CROP  REPORT 

As  of  this  writing,  June  15,  the  crop 
has  begun  to  improve  greatly.  Most  first 
and  second  stubble  fields  have  looked 
good  since  early  in  the  year.  In  general. 


MACLEAN  LAND  SERVICES,  INC. 

—  Since  1980  — 

Development  of  land  management  plans 
Assessment  of  oil,  gas  and  pipeline  damages 
Environmental  assessments  and  consulting 
Third  party  negotiations  and  arbitration 
Land  brokerage  and  development 

Paul  Maclean 

P.O.  Box  3620       Phone  504/868-4963 

Houma,  LA  70361      Fax  504/868-4992 


(Continued  from  page  15) 

plant  cane  stands  have  been  the 
weakest  all  year  long.  Many  of  these 
weaker  fields  are  now  beginning  to  have 
canopy  coverage  and  it  would  appear 
that  they  are  filling  in.  However,  most 
of  them  are  on  the  light  side  with 
regards  to  the  actual  population  that 
may  make  millable  stalks.  Early  in  the 
year,  there  was  not  much  grass  to  be 
seen  in  many  fields.  However,  grass  has 
also  had  dramatic  growth  and  now 
many  fields  are  dirty.  Lay-by  sprays 
were  not  effective  in  all  cases  perhaps 
because  of  the  dry  weather  during  May 
and  in  some  cases  fields  did  not  receive 
a  lay-by  treatment  until  late.  It  is  hoped 
that  the  weather  will  be  good  for  cane 
growth  so  that  the  effects  of  the  grass 
will  be  minimized. 

With  the  large  number  of  acres 
available  for  harvest  this  year,  it  is 
possible  that  the  industry  could  make  a 
large  yield  of  both  cane  and  sugar.  A 
number  of  things  can  still  go  wrong  at 
this  point  to  ruin  the  potential  yield; 
however,  because  growers  have  faced 
two  consecutive  weather  related  poor 
crops,  it  is  hoped  that  they  can  make 
good  yields  and  return  to  a  good 
financial  position. 

SMUT  AND  CP  65-3357 

Based  on  the  amount  of  smut  seen 
last  year  and  again  this  spring  in  CP 
65-357,  it  will  once  again  be  difficult  for 
growers  to  find  clean  seed  of  this  varie- 
ty. Although  some  areas  of  the  cane  belt 
have  already  moved  out  of  this  variety, 
others  are  still  producing  good  yields 
from  CP  65-357.  Besides  the  smut,  cane 
yields  (especially  stubble  yields)  have 
fallen  off  in  outfield  tests.  It  is  reaching 
that  point  when  growers  should,  if  they 
haven't  already  done  so,  start  expanding 
(Continued  on  page  17) 
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(Continued  from  page  16) 


other  varieties  in  the  place  of  CP  65-357. 
For  those  growers  that  are  still  getting 
good  yields  from  it,  they  can  reduce  the 
acreage  more  slowly.  However,  growers 
should  be  careful  to  not  get  caught  with 
a  variety  too  long  after  its  yields  tend 
to  fall  off.  The  question  has  been  what 
to  replace  this  once  outstanding  varie- 
ty with.  Many  growers  are  turning  to 
LCP  82-89  as  a  replacement.  It  is  hoped 
that  its  yields  and  its  harvestability  hold 
up  to  earlier  expectations.  The  amount 
of  rust  disease  in  LCP  82-89  was  obvious 


this  year  but  it  seems  to  be  growing  out 
of  that  condition  now.  It  should  be 
remembered  that  there  was  con- 
siderable overwintering  of  leaf  tissue  of 
all  varieties  in  many  fields  this  year 
which  probably  helped  to  increase  both 
the  smut  and  rust  seen  this  spring  and 
summer.  This  amount  of  overwintering 
is  not  normal  and  perhaps  with  a  more 
normal  winter  season,  the  amount  of 
rust  in  LCP  82-89  will  be  less  and  the 
amount  of  smut  in  CP  65-357  will  be 
reduced. 


LA.  HIGH  YIELD  SUGAR  PRODUCERS  RECOGNITION  PROGRAM 


(Continued  from  page  13) 


Farms  owned  by  the  same  in- 
dividual(s)  will  compete  in  the  district 
each  farm  is  located  provided  the  farms 
are  not  in  adjoining  parishes.  In  this 
case  they  would  compete  as  one  farm  in 
the  parish  with  the  greatest  acreage. 
Regardless  of  district,  all  farm  acreages 
will  be  combined  for  State  Top  20 
Award. 

Top  producers  in  each  parish  to  be 
recognized  as  parish  winners.  High  yield 
award  committee  in  each  parish  to  iden- 
tify parish  winners.  Parish  winners 
must  have  yields  figured  on  total  sugar- 
cane acres  —  however,  parishes  can  use 
only  acreage  grown  in  parish  to  deter- 
mine parish  winners  if  the  committee  so 
desires. 

Award  Program  for 
Non-Quota  Producers 

There  will  be  one  award  made  in 
each  District  for  the  non-quota  category. 

As  was  true  with  previous  high  yield 
award  programs,  agents  and  their  com- 
mittees will  determine  their  own  parish 


program.  However,  it  is  suggested  that 
parish  programs  closely  resemble  the 
state  program.  In  particular,  the 
parishes  should  adhere  to  the  same  re- 
quirements as  the  state  for  participating 
in  the  award  program  and  for  figuring 
yields  of  sugar  per  acre. 


SUGAR  BULLETIN 

WANT  ADS 

GET  RESULTS! 

206  E.  Bayou  Rd. 
Thibodaux,  LA  70301 

(504)  448-3707 
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IN  THE  FACTORY 


(Continued  from  page  10) 


across  the  membrane  surface.  One 
technique  described  to  avoid  this  in- 
volved vibrating  the  membrane  at  high 
frequency  to  develop  shear  at  the  sur- 
face and  shake  off  any  accumulated 
solids. 

Most  membranes  are  prepared  for  a 
specific  size  separation  and  are  often 
quite  delicate.  One  paper  at  the  con- 
ference described  the  use  of  dynamic 
membranes  where  the  filtration 
occurred  through  a  thin  cake  formed  on 
a  tightly  woven  cloth  by  the  particles  be- 
ing filtered.  This  is  a  potentially  more 
robust  system  and  is  cleaned  by  periodic 
back  pressure  applied  to  the  cloth.  This 
system  has  been  tested  fairly  extensive- 
ly on  beet  liquors  but  has  not  gone  into 
regular  operations  for  financial  reasons 
—  the  product  quality  was  very  good  but 
the  investment  would  be  too  high. 

Membrane  filtration  development  is 
at  a  feverish  pace  with  new  ideas  and 
approaches  coming  up  all  the  time.  The 
financial  rewards  to  the  developers  of 
successful  systems  are  likely  to  be  very 
large,  a  point  made  frequently  at  the 
Filtration  Society  meeting.  Once 
established,  our  filtration  pilot  plant 
should  be  capable  of  comparing  the  dif- 
ferent types  of  membrane  systems  for 
the  sugar  industry.  A  considerable 
amount  of  work  in  this  area  has  already 


FOR  SALE 


12  Pull  Type  Cameco  Scrapers 

12  yd.  Capacity 

(504)  447-4466  ext.  25 


been  done  in  laboratories  around  the 
world  but  this  has  been  rather  fragmen- 
tory  and  usually  on  a  small  scale. 

At  this  stage  we  do  not  see  ourselves 
getting  into  the  design  of  new  mem- 
brane systems,  but  rather  the  evalua- 
tion of  existing  systems.  We  do  expect 
to  send  feedback  to  the  membrane 
manufacturers  that  could  lead  to  im- 
proved performance.  The  pilot  plant  will 
also  include  a  variety  of  pretreatment 
techniques  for  chemical  treatment  and 
standard  filtration  prior  to  membrane 
filtration.  With  all  of  this  together,  we 
hope  to  be  able  to  treat  enough  material 
to  determine  its  subsequent  processing 
characteristics,  e.g.  the  removal  of 
polysaccharides  and  colloidal  material 
and  the  impact  upon  evaporator  fouling, 
molasses  exhaustion  and  sugar  quality. 

ENVIRONMENTAL 
PERSPECTIVE 

(Continued  from  page  12) 

accepted,  and  documented.  These  BMP's 
will,  in  all  likelihood,  be  site-specific 
because  of  the  many  differences  at  each 
site.  Therefore,  two  neighbors  may  not 
have  the  same  BMP's  to  follow.  With 
this  in  mind,  we  should  be  receptive  to 
new  ideas  in  erosion  control,  pesticide 
and  herbicide  applications,  land  cultiva- 
tion, and  land  management. 

By  keeping  BMP's  in  mind,  law- 
makers and  regulators  may  be  able  to 
have  a  better  understanding  of  the  ex- 
isting problems  and  be  able  to  develop 
sensible  solutions  to  those  problems. 
Without  clear  and  acceptable  practices, 
legislation  may  be  passed  which  can  be 
unreasonable  as  well  as  unreachable. 

Reference:  Corbett,  R.A.,  Standard  Handbook 

of  Environmental  Engineering 

McGraw  Hill,  New  York,  New  York,  1990,  p.  7.50 
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(Continued  from  page  6) 


industry  panel  have  been  asked  to 
testify.  The  apparent  possibility  of  sugar 
being  forfeited,  thereby  violating  the 
no-cost  provision,  prompted  the  Subcom- 
mittee to  schedule  this  hearing. 


WORLD  SUGAR  SITUATION 
AND  OUTLOOK 

The  USDA's  forecast  for  U.S.  sugar 
production  in  1991/92  is  6.5  million  tons, 
an  increase  of  just  over  4  percent.  The 
increase  in  expected  production  led  to  a 
decrease  in  the  U.S.  sugar  import  quota 
to  1.38  million  tons  and  a  decrease  in 
total  imports  of  nearly  28  percent  to  1.85 
million  tons.  Quota  imports  are  expected 
to  account  for  nearly  17  percent  of 
domestic  consumption  which  is  forecast 
to  increase  slightly  in  1991/92. 

On  September  27,  1991,  the  U.S. 
Government  announced  the  1991/92 
tariff-rate  quota.  The  current  level  for 
1991/92  will  allow  1.385  million  tons 
raw  value  (1,526,701  short  tons)  entry 
at  the  duty  rate  of  0.625  cents  per  pound, 
except  for  sugar  from  Caribbean  Basin 
Initiative  (CBI)  and  Generalized  System 
of  Preferences  (GSP)  countries,  which 
will  enter  duty-free.  Any  sugar  ex- 
ceeding this  quantity  will  be  subject  to 
a  duty  of  16  cents  per  pound,  raw  value. 

The  total  authorized  shipments  of 
1.385  million  tons  are  the  sum  of  special- 
ty sugar  imports,  the  total  minimum  ac- 
cess level  allocation,  the  adjustment 
amount,  and  the  base  import  minus  cer- 
tain adjustments  in  the  base  imports. 
For  the  period  October  1, 1991,  through 
September  30, 1992,  332  tons  raw  value 
are  established  as  the  adjustment 
amount;  1,656  tons  raw  value  are 
established  as  the  imported  specialty 
sugar  amount;  1,321,000  tons  raw  value 


are  established  as  the  base  import 
amount;  and  72,580  tons  raw  value  are 
the  minimum  access  allocation. 

CROP  PRODUCTION  REPORT 

Sugarcane  produced  for  sugar  in 
1991  nearly  totaled  29.0  million  tons,  9 
percent  more  than  in  1990.  A  large  in- 
crease in  Louisiana  more  than  offset  the 
decline  in  Hawaii's  production,  which 
was  affected  by  wet  weather.  The 
average  yield  of  34.1  tons  per  acre  com- 
pares with  36.4  a  year  earlier.  The  area 
harvested  totaled  849,600  thousand 
acres,  17  percent  above  the  previous 
year. 

Total  sugar  production  of  7.16 
million  tons  of  raw  value  from  the  1991 
sugarcane  and  sugarbeet  crops  was  up 
2  percent  from  a  year  earlier.  Beet  sugar 
made  up  52  percent  of  total  production. 

Sugar  from  the  1991  sugarcane  crop 
totaled  3.43  million  tons  of  raw  value, 
up  9  percent  from  a  year  earlier.  In- 
creases in  Florida,  Louisiana,  and  Texas 
more  than  offset  the  decline  in  Hawaii. 
Yield  of  sugar  per  ton  of  cane  averaged 
237  pounds  compared  with  238  pounds 
a  year  ago. 

(SEE  CHART,  page  20) 
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WASHINGTON   UPDATE  (Continued  from  page  19) 

SUGARCANE:  AREA  PLANTED  AND  HARVESTED,  YIELD,  PRODUCTION, 
PRICE,  AND  VALUE  BY  STATE  AND  UNITED  STATES,  1990-91 


State 

Area  Harvested 

Yieldi 

Production^ 

1990 

19912 

1990 

19912 

1990 

19912 

_    1,000  ACRES    _ 

Tons 

1,000  Tons 

For  Sugar 

FL 

419.0 

428.0 

35.5 

34.9 

14,874 

14,937 

HI 

72.0 

67.4 

90.8 

86.9 

6,538 

5,857 

LA 

201.0 

321.0 

20.6 

22.1 

4,150 

7,090 

TX 

34.4 

33.2 

26.5 

32.4 

913 

1,076 

US 

726.4 

849.6 

36.4 

34.1 

26,475 

28,960 

For  Seed 

FL 

15.0 

15.0 

35.5 

34.9 

533 

524 

HI 

7.0 

6.6 

26.4 

31.2 

185 

206 

LA 

44.0 

24.0 

20.6 

22.1 

906 

530 

TX 

1.8 

1.7 

20.6 

20.0 

37 

34 

US 

67.8 

47.3 

24.5 

27.4 

1,661 

1,294 

For  Sugar  And  Seed 

FL 

434.0 

443.0 

35.5 

34.9 

15,407 

15,461 

HI 

79.0 

74.0 

85.1 

81.9 

6,723 

6,063 

LA 

245.0 

345.0 

20.6 

22.1 

5,056 

7,620 

TX 

36.2 

34.9 

26.2 

31.8 

950 

1,110 

US 

794.2 

896.9 

35.4 

33.7 

28,136 

30,254 

For  Sugar 

For  Sugar  and  Seed 

Price  Per  Ton 

Value  of  Production 

Value  of  Production3 

1990 

19914 

1990 

19914 

1990 

19914 

Do! 

ars 

1,000  1 

Dollars 

FL 

31.50 

468,531 

485.321 

HI 

32.70 

213,793 

219,842 

LA 

26.60 

110,390 

134,490 

TX 

25.10 

22,916 

23,845 

US 

30.70 

815,630 

863,498 

^  Yield  and  production  refer  to  net  weight.  2  Revised.  ^  Price  per  ton  of  cane  for  sugar- 
cane used  in  evaluating  value  of  production  for  seed.  ^  Estimates  are  not  available.  U. 
S.  marketing  year  average  price,  value  of  production,  and  parity  price  will  be  published  in 
"Agricultural  Prices,"  released  July  31,  1992.  State  estimates  will  be  published  in  "Crop 
Values"  to  be  released  January  1993. 


Crop  Production 
June  1992 


Agricultural  Statistics  Board 
NASS,  USDA 


20 


THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN 


he  Sugar  Bulletin 
06  E.  Bayou  Rd. 
hibodaux,  La.  70301 


BULK  RATE 
U.S.  POSTAGE 

PAID 

PERMIT  NO.  43 
Thibodaux,  La. 


i  1 


I.,  ,  !  5   • 


,.!,.■      i  "  •       70S05 


The  Sugar 
Bulletin 

OFFICIAL  BULLETIN  OF  THE  AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE  OF  THE  U.S.A. 

5K 


JK 


\^ 


In  This  Issue 

Up  Front  With  The  League  by  P.  J.  deGravelles  4     | 


I  Washington  Update  With  Don  Wallace 6 

I  Farm  Notes  by  Dr.  Charley  Richard 8 

I  The  Baton  Rouge  Line  by  Tom  and  Linda  Spradley 9 

^  Environmental  Perspective  by  Gulf  Engineers 

I  and  Consultants 10     I 

I  In  The  Factory  by  Stephen  J.  Clarke 11 

I  Sugarcane  Planting  Recommendations  and  Suggestions  j 

^  for  Louisiana  Sugarcane  Producers  —  1992 14     jk 

I  !^ 


Jj: 


We  stand  for  the  encouragement  of  Home 
Industries  as  against  Foreign  Competition 


Vol.  70  -  No.  11  AUGUST  1,  1992 


The  Sugar  Bulletin 


The  Official  Organ  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  of  the  U.S.A.,  Inc. 

P.  J.  deGravelles,  EditorA^ice  President  and  General  Manager 

Charles  A.  Richard,  Ph.D.,  Director  of  Research  and  Field  Representative 

Windell  R.  Jackson,  Senior  Agronomist 

Herman  Waguespack,  Jr.,  Agronomist 

John  Constant,  Business  Manager 

Nannette  B.  Nickehs,  Secretary 

Paul  G.  Borron,  III,  Legal  Counsel 


Washington  Representative: 
Wallace  and  Edwards,  Inc. 
1150  Connecticut  Avenue,  N.W. 
Suite  507 

Washington,  D.C.  20036 
Phone:  (202)  331-4331 


Baton  Rouge  Representative: 
Spradley  and  Spradley 
6216  Riverbend  Boulevard 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70820 
Phone:  (504)  766-1359 


Editorial  and  Executive  Office: 
206  E.  Bayou  Rd.,  Thibodaux,  LA. 
Phone:  (504)  448-3707 


70301 


OFFICERS  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS  OF  THE  AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE 


Daniel  Viator,  Ph.D,  Youngsville,  LA 
President 

Branan  Beyt,  Jeanerette,  LA 
1st  Vice-President 

P.  J.  "Pete"  deGravelles,  Thibodaux,  LA 
Vice  President  —  General  Manager 


Don  Wallace,  Washington,  DC 

Vice  President  —  Government  Relations 

Roland  Talbot,  Thibodaux,  LA 
Treasurer 

Irving  Legendre,  Jr.,  Thibodaux,  LA 
Secretary 


Bryan  Allain,  Jeanerette,  LA 
J.  G.  Beaud,  Jr.,  New  Roads,  LA 
Mike  Billeaud,  St.  Martinville,  LA 
Ramon  E.  Billeaud,  New  Orleans,  LA 
Felix  Blanchard,  New  Iberia,  LA 
Ronald  Blanchard,  Napoleonville,  LA 
Neal  Bolton,  St.  James,  LA 
Patrick  Cancienne,  Belle  Rose,  LA 
Lawrence  Dugas,  New  Iberia,  LA 
Dan  Duplantis,  Raceland,  LA 
John  F.  Gay,  Plaquemine,  LA 
Ronald  Gonsoulin,  New  Iberia,  LA 
Francis  Graugnard,  Edgard,  LA 
Warren  Harang,  III,  Donaldsonville,  LA 
Bobby  Judice,  Franklin,  LA 
Jackie  Judice,  New  Iberia,  LA 
Roger  Kahao,  Port  Allen,  LA 
Melvin  Landry,  New  Iberia,  LA 


A.  J.  LeBourgeois,  Baldwin,  LA 
D.  C.  Mattingly,  Paincourtville,  LA 
Jerry  McKee,  Thibodaux,  LA 
Leonard  Oncale,  Gheens,  LA 
William  S.  Patout  III,  Jeanerette,  LA 
Kenneth  Peltier,  Thibodaux,  LA 
Stanley  Pipes,  Franklin,  LA 
R.  L.  Roane,  Jeanerette,  LA 
Howard  Robichaux,  Labadieville,  LA 
Raphael  Rodriguez,  Franklin,  LA 
Mel  Schudmak,  White  Castle,  LA 
Frank  Sotile,  Donaldsonville,  LA 
David  Stewart,  Lakeland,  LA 
Jackie  Theriot,  Breaux  Bridge,  LA 
Charles  Thibaut,  Donaldsonville,  LA 
Glenn  Timmons,  Brusly,  LA 
Carlton  Townsend,  Bunkie,  LA 
Eugene  Woods,  Paincourtville,  LA 


THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN 


Best  Values  In  New  Equipment 


After  three  years, 
nothing  matches  the 
MAGNUM  warranty. 


rive  years  or  5,0(X)  hours.  That's 
the  coverage  you  get  — at  no  extra 
charge— on  every  new  MAGNUM" 
tractor.  In  fact,  it's  the  same 
warranty*  that  covers  every 
MAGNUM  tractor  ever  built. 

And,  while  the  competition 
offers  an  occasional  free  warranty, 


they  haven't  put  it  on  every 
tractor.  Besides,  only  MAGNUM's 
5-year/5000-hour  warranty  can  be 
fully  transferred  without  a  fee. 
That  gives  the  MAGNUM  tractor's 
already  high  resale  value  another 
boost.  And  it  gives  you  another 
good  reason  to  buy. 


See  us  today  about  an  on-farm 
demonstration.  Once  you  work 
one,  you'll  understand  why 
MAGNUM  means  more  than  ever. 


KxtluiliriK  lins,  vvhitli  are  coveted  hy  llicir 
own  niantifHtturers'  warranties  A  J 2(K)  deductible 
a|)plies  to  each  repair  after  the  Tirst  year 


See  These  Case  IH  Dealers 


Gremillion's,  Inc. 

New  Roads,  LA 
(504)  638-6347 

Baton  Rouge,  LA 
(504)  357-6453 


Lanier  Int'L  Inc. 

Abbeville,  LA 
(318)  893-1988 


Lemann's  Farm  Supply  Inc. 

Thibodaux,  LA 
(504)  447-3776 


Donaldsonville,  LA 
(504)  473-7927 
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UP  FRONT 
WITH  THE  LEAGUE 

By  P.  J,  deGravelles 


The  following  testimony  was  presented  by  Charles  Thihaut,  Chair- 
man of  the  National  Legislative  Committee,  on  behalf  of  the  American 
Sugar  Cane  League  to  the  Cotton,  Rice  and  Sugar  Subcommittee  of  the 
House  Agriculture  Committee  in  Washington,  DC  on  July  9,  1992. 


TESTIMONY  OF  CHARLES  THIBAUT 

ON  BEHALF  OF 

AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE 

PRESENTED  TO 

COTTON,  RICE  AND  SUGAR  SUBCOMMITTEE 
OF  THE  HOUSE  AGRICULTURE  COMMITTEE 

JULY  9,  1992 


Mr.  Chairman  and  members  of  the 
subcommittee,  my  name  is  Charles 
Thibaut.  I  am  a  Louisiana  sugar  cane 
farmer  and  am  also  employed  by  a 
farmer-owned  cooperative  processor  of 
sugar  cane  into  raw  sugar.  I  appear  here 
today  in  my  capacity  as  Chairman  of  the 
Legislative  Committee  of  the  American 
Sugar  Cane  League,  a  non-profit  organ- 
ization whose  members  include  all  raw 
processors  of  sugar  cane  in  the  State  of 
Louisiana  and  farmers  who  produce  ap- 
proximately 95  percent  of  the  cane 
grown  in  Louisiana. 

At  the  outset  of  my  testimony,  I 
would  like  to  emphasize  that  Louisiana 
producers  and  processors  concur  com- 
pletely in  the  testimony  previously 
given  by  Mr.  Fred  Hill.  The  principal 
reason  for  my  appearing  here  today  is 


to  inform  you  gentlemen  of  the  grave 
problems  faced  by  the  Louisiana  sugar 
industry  because  of  the  steadily  decreas- 
ing price  of  raw  sugar. 

During  the  1991  crop  year,  Louis- 
iana raw  sugar  processors  produced  ap- 
proximately 750,000  tons  of  sugar.  The 
vast  majority  of  the  cane  from  which 
that  sugar  was  produced  was  grown  on 
family  operated  farms.  We  estimate 
there  are  more  than  750  family  sugar 
cane  farms  in  Louisiana.  Most  of  those 
farmers  lease  the  property  they  operate. 
The  customary  rental  consideration  for 
sugar  cane  leases  in  Louisiana  is  20  per- 
cent of  the  gross  proceeds  of  the  crops. 

Steadily  increasing  costs  of  fuel, 
labor,  equipment  and  insurance, 
together  with  a  continuing  decrease  in 

(Continued  on  page  5) 
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UP  FRONT  WITH  THE  LEAGUE        (Continued  from  page  4) 


the  price  of  sugar,  have  placed  the  Louis- 
iana sugar  industry  in  a  severely 
depressed  condition.  Many  of  our 
efficient  farmers  are  unable  to  replace 
worn  out  equipment,  are  having  to 
reduce  their  labor  forces  and  are  finding 
it  extremely  difficult  to  obtain  produc- 
tion loans. 

To  further  aggravate  the  problem, 
because  of  extreme  weather  conditions, 
the  years  1990  and  1991  were  among 
the  poorest  crop  production  years  in 
Louisiana  history.  In  late  December 
1989  a  record  breaking  freeze  destroyed 
vast  amounts  of  cane.  In  1991  un- 
precedented amounts  of  rainfall,  fol- 
lowed by  severe  insect  infestation, 
reduced  our  production.  Although  at  the 
present  time  the  outlook  for  the  1992 
crop  appears  good,  unless  our  farmers 
receive  a  more  reasonable  price  for  their 
product,  they  will  not  be  able  to  over- 
come the  problems  that  nature  and  the 
economy  have  placed  them  in. 

Despite  these  economic  and  weather- 
related  problems,  the  Administration 
has  not  only  failed  to  maintain  the  price 
of  sugar  at  the  1990  Market  Stabiliza- 
tion Price  (MSP)  but  has,  in  fact, 
through  micro-management  of  the  sugar 
program,  driven  the  price  down  to  a 
level  which  will  likely  force  many  Louis- 
iana cane  farmers  out  of  business. 

Gentlemen,  we  feel  it  is  very  impor- 
tant for  you  to  realize  who  has  bene- 
fitted from  the  reduction  in  the  price  of 
sugar.  Certainly  the  domestic  raw  sugar 
industry  has  not  benefitted.  Equally  im- 
portant, however,  is  the  fact  that  the 
American  consumer  has  not  benefitted 
from  the  reduction.  The  retail  price  of 
sugar  and  sugar-containing  products 
paid  by  the  American  consumer  has  not 
decreased  at  all  during  the  past  two 
years,    but,    in    fact,    has    increased. 


Therefore,  the  only  beneficiaries  of  the 
depressed  price  have  been  the  retail 
merchants  and  industrial  users  of  sugar 
who  have  not  passed  the  savings  on  to 
the  consuming  public.  Those  users, 
many  of  whom  are  among  the  wealthiest 
and  most  powerful  corporations  in  the 
nation,  have  realized  unfair  windfall 
profits  at  the  expense  of  American 
farmers  and  consumers. 

The  last  Market  Stabilization  Price 
published  by  the  USDA  in  1990  was 
$21.95  per  hundredweight  of  sugar.  The 
present  published  price  of  raw  sugar  as 
of  the  date  of  preparation  of  this 
testimony  is  $20.85  per  hundredweight, 
a  difference  of  110  basis  points.  Assum- 
ing our  1992  crop  production  will  be  ap- 
proximately equal  to  our  1991  produc- 
tion of  750,000  tons,  and  further  assum- 
ing a  price  of  $20.85  per  hundredweight, 
as  opposed  to  the  MSP  of  $21.95,  the 
Louisiana  industry  will  lose  approx- 
imately $16,500,000.  If  the  Administra- 
tion would  merely  permit  the  price  to 
rise  to  the  level  of  the  1990  MSP,  those 
additional  revenues  would  permit  many 
of  our  producers  to  regain  financial 
stability.  Additionally,  the  rollover  ef- 
fect of  that  16.5  million  dollars  would 
enhance  the  economy  of  our  entire  state, 
by  perhaps  as  much  as  $45,000,000. 

Our  critics  have  frequently  charged 
that  the  Louisiana  sugar  industry  is  in- 
efficient and  should  diversify  to  other 
crops.  The  facts  belie  that  charge  of  in- 
efficiency. According  to  figures  released 
by  the  Economic  Research  Service  of  the 
USDA  for  the  1987  crop  of  sugar  cane, 
Louisiana  cane  farmers'  cost  of  produc- 
tion per  acre  of  cane  and  per  pound  of 
raw  sugar  were  the  lowest  in  the  United 
States.  Additionally,  the  combined  1987 
production   and   processing   costs   per 

(Continued  on  page  21) 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE  WITH  DON  WALLACE 


HOUSE  SUBCOMMITTEE 

HOLDS  SUGAR  PROGRAM 

OVERSIGHT  HEARING 

Mr.  Charles  Thibaut  represented  the 
American  Sugar  Cane  League  on  a 
panel  of  five  sugar  industry  represent- 
atives testifying  at  a  hearing  held  by  the 
Cotton,  Rice  &  Sugar  Subcommittee  of 
the  House  Committee  on  Agriculture  on 
July  9, 1992.  The  hearing  was  called  by 
Congressman  Jerry  Huckaby  (D-LA), 
Chairman  of  the  Subcommittee,  to 
review  the  administration  of  the  sugar 
program. 

The  industry  panel  was  comprised  of 
spokesmen  from  each  of  the  four  cane 
growing  states  and  the  sugarbeet  in- 
dustry and  included  Thibaut;  Mr.  Fred 
Hill,  Vice  President  and  General 
Manager,  Florida  Sugar  Marketing  and 
Terminal  Association;  Mr.  Harold 
Somerset,  President  and  CEO,  Califor- 
nia and  Hawaiian  Sugar  Company;  Mr. 
Tudor  Uhlhorn,  Sugar  Cane  Farmer, 
Rio  Grande  Valley  Sugar  Cane  Growers; 
and  Mr.  Ben  Goodwin,  Executive 
Manager,  California  Beet  Growers 
Association.  In  addition,  the  witness  list 
included  one  Administration  official 
from  the  USDA,  Deputy  Under 
Secretary  Randy  Green,  and  two 
Members  of  Congress  testifying  on 
behalf  of  the  domestic  sugar  industry. 

The  threat  of  forfeitures  of  sugar 
under  loan  because  of  the  steadily 
declining  sugar  market  price  prompted 
the  Subcommittee  to  schedule  the  hear- 
ing. The  industry  panel,  in  conjunction 
with  the  Congressman  Byron  Dorgan 
(D-ND)  and  Congresswoman  Patsy  Mink 
(D-HI),  testified  with  intensity  that  if  the 
USDA  did  not  work  toward  increasing 
sugar  prices,  producers  would  be  forced 
to  forfeit  sugar,  violating  the  no-cost  pro- 
vision of  the  1990  Farm  Bill. 

Thibaut,  and  others  testifying  for 
the    industry,    requested   that    USDA 


reinstate  the  Market  Stabilization  Price 
(MSP)  which  has  not  been  announced 
since  September  30,  1990,  when  it  ex- 
pired for  Fiscal  Year  1989-90.  At  the 
time  the  MSP  was  discontinued,  it  was 
published  at  $21.95  per  hundredweight 
of  sugar,  while  its  present  price  is 
around  $20.86  per  hundredweight. 
(Editor's  Note:  Since  the  hearing  the 
price  has  had  a  significant  upward 
movement.  On  Thursday,  July  23,  1992 
the  near  month  close  is  $21.25.)  If  the 
trend  continues,  that  difference  results 
in  a  loss  of  revenues  equalling 
$16,500,000  for  the  Louisiana  industry. 
Thibaut  maintained  that  "these  dire 
predictions  are  not  mere  'hype.'  Because 
of  past  actions  of  the  federal  administra- 
tion, our  cane  farmers  are  in  serious 
financial  difficulty.  Unless  the  Ad- 
ministration reverses  its  present  posi- 
tion and  permits  the  price  of  sugar  to 
rise  to  a  reasonable  level  at  or  near  the 
last  published  MSP  of  $21.95,  our  in- 
dustry will  cease  to  exist  as  a  significant 
contributor  to  the  economy  of  our  state 
and  our  nation." 

Other  suggestions  to  raise  the  price 
of  sugar  and  offer  some  relief  to  pro- 
ducers included  extending  the  current 
import  quota  year  by  three  months  and 
announcing  a  more  conservative  foreign 
sugar  quota. 

Green,  on  behalf  of  USDA,  stressed 
that  every  effort  would  be  made  to  keep 
forfeitures  from  occurring.  He  said  that 
USDA  as  well  as  other  sugar  analysts 
were  puzzled  as  to  why  prices  were 
lower  than  anticipated,  but  he  offered  no 
immediate  action  to  be  taken  by  the 
Department.  As  for  the  MSP,  he  stated 
that  the  use  of  supply  and  demand 
estimates  were  more  market  sensitive 
and  therefore  better  served  the  industry 
than  the  MSP,  which  could  be  viewed  as 
a  ceiling  price. 

(Continued  on  page  18) 
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CANE 


LOUISIANA  CANE  MANUFACTURING  INC. 


"NEWS  FROM  LA  CANE" 

La  Cane  is  now  in  the  process  of  completing  its  "Tiger  Harvesting  System" 
for  Louisiana.  The  final  leg  of  this  system  is  the  Two  Row  Harvester.  We  are 
now  manufacturing  four  (4)  harvesters  for  the  1992  harvest  season.  This 
harvester  solves  3  major  problems  you  may  now  be  experiencing  with  the  cur- 
rent 2  Row  Harvester  design,  which  are: 

1)  First  two  rows  are  not  placed  properly  across  the  row. 

The  unique  design  of  the  "Tiger  Harvester"  allows  the  cane  to  travel  horizon- 
tally before  dropping  it  on  the  heap  row.  This  assures  that  row  one  and 
two  will  be  across  the  row  and  not  windrowed. 

2)  With  squared  off  rows,  large  clumps  of  mud  from  the  rear  center  tire  end 
up  in  the  heap  row. 

The  4  Wheel  Drive  construction  of  the  "Tiger  Harvester"  eliminates  ever 
having  to  roll  in  the  middle  under  the  heap. 

3)  Harvester  sinks  and  slows  down  in  wet  land. 

The  flotation  is  greatly  improved  over  conventional  2  Row  Harvester.  Large 
tires  and  4  Wheel  Drive  lets  this  harvester  go  where  others  can't. 

This  "Tiger  Harvesting  System"  delivers  the  most  and  cleanest  sugar  cane  to 
the  mill.  Many  more  unique  design  features  are  incorporated  in  this  2  Row 
Harvester  by  La  Cane. 


WE  WILL  HAVE  AN  OPEN  HOUSE  ON  SATURDAY  AUGUST 
1 5TH.,  FROM  1 0:00  AM  AND  ENDING  WITH  LUNCH  AT  NOON. 
COME  AND  SEE  THE  'TIGER  HARVESTING  SYSTEM" 


La  Cane,  Thomson  Place  at  Ridgefield  Ave.,  Thibodaux,  La. 
Phone  447-3771 
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FARM  NOTES  By  Dr.  Charley  Richard 


PLANTING  RECOMMENDATIONS  FOR  1992  —  CROP  REPORT 


Elsewhere  in  this  issue  of  the  Sugar 
Bulletin  can  be  found  the  Planting 
Recommendations  and  Suggestions  for 
1992  as  prepared  by  the  Louisiana 
Cooperative  Extension  Service.  Included 
are  variety,  planting  furrow  width,  rate 
of  planting,  date  of  planting,  amount  of 
cover,  weed  control,  soil  insect  control, 
and  succession  planting  recommenda- 
tions and/or  suggestions.  Copies  of  these 
recommendations  are  also  available 
from  your  county  agent's  office.  Growers 
would  do  well  to  review  this  informa- 
tion. It  should  be  noted  that  this  infor- 
mation is  based  upon  all  available 
research  data  as  well  as  observations 
made  by  growers  and  scientists.  This  in- 
formation should  provide  growers  with 
the  best  available  technology  to  make 
the  best  possible  planting. 

Several  items  in  the  planting  recom- 
mendations should  be  emphasized.  In 
the  variety  section  it  should  be  noted 
that  CP  65-357  is  still  listed  for  major 
planting.  Many  growers  have  already 
turned  away  from  this  cane  and  others 
will  be  forced  to  plant  less  because  of  the 
severe  amount  of  smut  in  some  fields.  It 
should  be  noted  that  yields  have 
decreased  in  this  cane  in  outfield  tests 
and  growers  should  not  expect  more 
from  this  elderly  cane  than  is  possible. 
However,  a  number  of  growers  are  still 
getting  good  yields  and  still  have  clean 
enough  seed  to  use  for  planting  and 
therefore  should  continue  to  use  the 
cane  for  its  strong  points.  LCP  82-89  has 
been  mentioned  as  a  possible  replace- 
ment for  CP  65-357  and  so  far  its  yields 
have  been  good  in  outfield  tests  while  its 
harvestability   has  continued  to  look 


good.  CP  76-331  and  CP  79-318  are  both 
good  yielding  and  stubbling  canes  but 
both  can  be  very  difficult  to  harvest.  For 
this  reason,  the  state  acreage  remains 
below  5%  in  both  of  these  varieties. 

For  dates  of  planting  it  should  be 
noted  that  observations  concerning  poor 
spring  stands  of  CP  74-383  and  CP 
79-318  have  been  made  following  early 
planting.  There  is  not  a  lot  of  research 
data  to  support  these  observations  but 
growers  should  try  to  avoid  planting 
either  of  these  canes  too  early  if  they  can 
do  so. 

For  depth  of  cover,  growers  are  cau- 
tioned against  putting  too  much  soil 
over  the  cane.  In  most  years.  League 
agronomists  Windell  Jackson  and 
Herman  Waguespack,  Jr.  both  report 
much  more  acreage  of  poor  stands  as  a 
result  of  too  much  dirt  rather  than  not 
enough  soil  cover.  The  recommendations 
call  for  3  to  4"  of  packed  soil  at  planting 
time  in  regular  plantings.  Additional 
cover  has  been  shown  to  cause  a  reduc- 
tion in  cane  yields. 

Weed  control  is  extremely  important 
and  recommendations  should  be  fol- 
lowed as  carefully  as  possible.  Sugges- 
tions on  succesion  planted  cane  should 
be  regarded  as  a  suggestion  rather  than 
a  recommendation.  This  practice  can 
work  in  some  soil  types  for  certain 
varieties  under  some  conditions.  It  is  not 
a  universally  adaptable  practice.  If  you 
are  attempting  to  do  some  succession 
planting  then  it  is  advised  that  you 
follow  the  suggestions  as  closely  as 
possible  realizing  that  research  in  this 
area  is  still  limited. 

(Continued  on  page  20) 
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The  Baton  Rouge  Line 

By  Tom  and  Linda  Spradley 


It's  nothing  short  of  amazing. 

That's  the  best  way  we  can  think  of 
to  describe  this  past  Legislative  Session. 
If  anyone  had  told  us  back  in  November 
that  the  Trial  Attorneys  and  unions 
would  come  up  losers  and  business 
would  emerge  as  the  victor,  we  would 
have  laughed.  We  would  have  scoffed. 
We  would  have  thought  that  person  was 
not  only  crazy  but  living  in  some  strange 
fantasy  world. 

And  yet  here  we  sit.  Business  is  the 
victor;  the  Trial  Attorneys  and  unions 
are  the  losers. 

What  happened?  First  of  all,  the 
business  community  banded  together  as 
never  before,  most  likely  as  a  result  of 
realizing  that  we  could  be  destroyed  in 
one  session.  Additionally,  while  we 
recognized  that  one  of  the  Governor's 
main  objective  was  to  authorize  a  casino, 
no  one  fully  realized  the  ends  to  which 
that  would  take  us  and  how  it  would  end 
up  almost  totally  monopolizing  the 
Legislature's  mind  —  leaving  it  less 
able,  and  less  willing,  to  deal  with  other 
matters. 

The  precarious  fiscal  condition  of  the 
state  also  upset  the  apple  cart  somewhat 
and,  as  a  result,  a  lot  of  time  was  spent 
juggling  the  budget  and  working  out  a 
format  for  a  Constitutional  Convention 
where  everything  will  be  up  for  grabs 
and  the  people  will  likely  vote  against 
whatever  the  Legislature  comes  up 
with. 

The  Constitutional  Convention  will 
begin  August  23  and  adjourn  no  later 
than  September  22.  Holding  the  Con- 
vention prior  to  the  November  elections 
will  allow  the  people  to  review  the  pro- 
visions passed  by  the  Legislature  and. 


so  the  plan  reads,  approve  the  package 
at  the  polls  to  have  something  on  the 
books  for  next  year.  Realistically,  the 
only  parts  of  this  that  are  likely  to 
happen  are  that  the  Convention  will  be 
held  and  the  people  will  vote.  It  is 
unlikely  that  much  will  be  approved  by 
the  polls,  and  very  likely  that  the 
Legislature  will  be  faced  with  even  more 
serious  fiscal  problems  next  session. 

Delegates  will  be  current  members 
of  the  Legislature  and  will  meet  as  a 
bicameral  body.  Sound  suspiciously  like 
a  meeting  of  the  Legislature?  It  should. 
So  why  not  simply  meet  in  a  Special 
Session?  Simple.  Meeting  in  a  Constitu- 
tional Convention  requires  only  a  sim- 
ple majority  vote  on  a  tax  as  opposed  to 
two-thirds  in  a  Special  Session.  Much 
easier  to  pass  a  tax  this  way.  The  Con- 
vention continues  to  be  a  concern 
because,  regardless  of  what  is  said  by 
proponents,  any  tax  measure  placed  on 
the  ballot  and  approved  by  the  people 
would  likely  be  ruled  law  by  the  courts, 
whether  or  not  it  was  within  the 
parameters  of  the  Convention. 

PLEASE  CALL  TOM  OR  LINDA 
SPRADLY  AT  (504)  766-1359  IF  YOU 
NEED  FURTHER  INFORMATION 
ON  ANY  SPECIFIC  BILL  OR  ISSUE. 


JEANERETTE,  LOUISIANA 

Highway  182,  West 

318/276-5051 


THIBODAUX,  LOUISIANA 

805  St.  Patrick  Highway 

504/447-4081 

NEW  ROADS,  LOUISIANA 

State  Highways  415  &  44 

Patin  Dyke  Road 

504/638-8343 
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Environmental  Perspective 


LOUISIANA  SOLID  WASTE  REGULATIONS 

By  James  F.  Coerver,  RE. 


Recent  conversations  with  staff  at 
the  Louisiana  Department  of  En- 
vironmental Quality  (LDEQ)  indicate 
plans  to  proceed  with  adopting  revised 
regulations  on  solid  waste.  Although 
specific  information  on  the  proposed 
rules  was  not  available  at  the  time  this 
news  bulletin  was  prepared,  it  appears 
that  the  intent  is  to  proceed  with  public 
review  procedures  on  rules  first  propos- 
ed in  the  March  20,  1991,  edition  of 
Louisiana  Register. 

The  1991  draft  of  Proposed  Lou- 
isiana Solid  Waste  Rules  and  Regula- 
tions was  a  matter  of  grave  concern  to 
agricultural  interests  in  general,  and  to 
the  sugar  cane  industry  in  particular. 
These  concerns  were  expressed  at  a  pub- 
lic hearing  held  in  Baton  Rouge  on  April 
29, 1991.  At  that  hearing,  the  American 
Sugar  Cane  League,  the  Secretary  of 
Agriculture,  and  many  other  agricul- 
tural interests  delivered  formal  state- 
ments of  critical  concern,  including 
specific  suggestions  on  how  to  improve 
the  proposed  regulations.  One  outcome 
of  the  concerns  expressed  at  that  hear- 
ing was  an  executive  order  by  the  Gover- 
nor directing  that  henceforth  LDEQ 
shall  coordinate  with  the  Secretary  of 
Agriculture  and  the  Chancellor  of  LSU 
Agricultural  Center  before  pro- 
mulgating rules  having  an  effect  on 
agriculture  (Executive  Order  BR91-3, 
May  31,  1991,  Louisiana  Register) 

The  major  problem  with  the  March 
20,  1991,  proposed  regulations  was  that 
residues  and  dissolved  solids  from  sugar 
mills,  rice  mills,  vegetable  marketing 
cooperatives,  etc.  are  classified  as  "in- 
dustrial solid  waste"  and  treated  as  if 


these  materials  pose  an  environmental 
threat  similar  to  that  from  chemical  i 
manufacturing  or  petroleum  refining.  ' 
Agricultural  wastes  are  not  similar  to 
such  "industrial"  wastes  and  the  threat 
posed  to  the  environment  is  compar- 
atively quite  small  or  absent.  Further- 
more, the  methods  prescribed  for  hand- 
ling "industrial  solid  waste"  problems 
are  not  appropriate  or  feasible  for 
agricultural  wastes.  For  instance,  why 
should  it  be  necessary  to  build  en- 
vironmentally destructive  levees  taller 
than  the  100  year  flood  elevation  around 
every  sugar  cane  farm  that  follows  the 
time-honored,  environmentally  sound  I 
conservation  practice  of  returning  sugar  I 
mill  muds  and  bagasse  ash  back  to  the  ' 
lands  from  whence  these  solids  came? 
Also,  why  should  farmers  have  to  buy 
a  costly  permit  from  LDEQ  to  do  this  en- 
vironmentally sound  conservation  prac- 
tice, and  pay  for  continuing  but  un- 
necessary monitoring  and  laboratory 
analysis,  reporting  and  permit 
maintenance  fees? 

The  1991  regulations  attempted  to 
appease  farmers  by  excluding  "agricul- 
tural crop  residues  .  .  .  and  other 
agricultural  wastes  disposed  of  on  the 
site  where  grown."  Unfortunately,  very 
few  sugar  cane  farms  have  their  own 
sugar  mill,  and  sugar  mills  have  no  way 
to  sort  the  mud  and  ash  from  sugar  cane 
to  make  sure  that  these  residues  go  back 
to  the  specific  original  farm.  Similar 
problems  exist  in  the  rice,  cotton, 
vegetable  and  other  agricultural 
industries. 

Sugar  mills  also  had  major  problems 
(Continued  on  page  20) 
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IN  THE  FACTORY 

Stephen  J,  Clarke 

Audubon  Sugar  Institute 

Louisiana  Agricultural  Experiment  Station 


CANE  QUALITY  AND  MILL  EXTRACTION 


The  1992  proceedings  of  the 
Australian  Society  of  Sugar  Cane 
Technologists  has  just  arrived  and,  as 
usual,  contains  much  interesting  and 
original  material.  Several  papers  deal 
with  boiling  house  operations  and  I  will 
deal  with  these  next  month.  In  this 
article  I  will  try  and  draw  together  some 
thoughts  provoked  by  several  papers  on 
diverse  topics  but  linked  by  a  common 
factor  —  the  need  for  good  data. 

Improvements  in  factory  operations 
cannot  occur  without  the  good  data 
necessary  for  us  to  understand  a  par- 
ticular situation  and  to  be  able  to  make 
the  necessary  technical  and  economic 
choices.  Although  generalizations  from 
particular  data  are  often  unavoidable, 
especially  when  there  is  only  limited 
data  available,  these  are  often  difficult 
to  justify.  An  example  of  this  is  the 
determination  of  purity  of  residual  juice 
in  the  extraction  process  and  is  dis- 
cussed later  in  this  article. 

All  the  simple  measurements  in  our 
industry  have  been  made  and  are 
generally  well  understood.  On  the  boun- 
daries of  this  knowledge  are  the  difficult 
areas  with  limited  information  and  the 
folk-lore  of  the  industry  takes  over. 
Much  more  refined  experimental  tech- 
niques become  necessary  and  we  have 
to  decide  how  far  from  simple  techniques 
we  have  to  travel  in  order  to  come  up 
with  satisfactory  data.  On  one  hand  it 
is  necessary  to  refine  established  pro- 
cedures to  minimize  error  and  increase 
simplicity,  e.g.,  the  determination  of 
starch  using  iodine,  and,  in  contrast  to 


look  for  radically  new  approaches. 

Field  soil  is  the  most  problematic  of 
contaminants  entering  the  mill  with  the 
cane,  causing  excessive  equipment 
wear,  increased  process  losses  and 
reduced  sugar  quality.  In  Louisiana, 
with  its  mechanical  harvesting  and  cane 
washing  systems,  it  would  be  very 
desirable  to  have  a  system  for  con- 
tinuous monitoring  of  field  soil  entering 
the  mill.  If  the  harvesting  system  in 
Louisiana  is  to  be  changed,  this  informa- 
tion will  be  essential.  Such  a  system  for 
soil  determination  is  not  possible  with 
traditional  analytical  methods.  Tradi- 
tional brute-force  analytical  procedures 
based  on  ashing  and  elemental  analysis 
are  time  consuming,  subject  to  serious 
sampling  errors  and  unsuitable  for  con- 
tinuous monitoring. 

Atherton  and  co-workers  describe  a 
continuous  system  based  on  measure- 
ment of  the  gamma-ray  emission  due  to 
naturally  occurring  radioactive  isotopes 
of  potassium,  thorium  and  uranium. 
Although  present  in  field  soil  at  very 
low  levels,  they  can  be  detected  and  used 
as  a  means  of  quantify ing  the  soil  levels 
in  prepared  cane.  Tests  were  performed 
on  artificial  and  mill  samples  and  good 
correlation  was  obtained  between  radia- 
tion based  measurement  and  traditional 
ashing.  Soils  from  different  sites  with 
different  levels  of  the  trace  elements  re- 
quire separate  instrument  calibrations. 
The  overall  conclusion  is  that  a  dynamic 
monitor  measuring  natural  radiation  of- 
fers the  most  accurate  method  so  far 
(Continued  on  page  12) 
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available  for  the  determination  of  soil 
levels  in  cane  supply. 

A  more  diflRcult  subject  —  the  impact 
of  incremental  mill  extraction  on 
recovery  of  sugar  —  is  dealt  with  by 
Edwards.  Although  conceptually  the 
subject  is  easy,  there  is  a  major  problem 
in  obtaining  good  data  on  the  purity  of 
the  juice  produced  by  increased  extrac- 
tion. The  value  of  increasing  mill  extrac- 
tion up  to  96%  is  obvious  but  questions 
arise  when  going  higher,  especially  in 
the  98  -I-  range.  Both  South  Africa  and 
Australia  have  mills  working  in  this 
range  and  generally  conclude  that  the 
very  high  extraction  levels  are  justified. 
However,  little  good  data  is  available  on 
the  subject,  primarily  due  to  the  dif- 
ficulties of  experimental  design  and 
analysis.  It  is  noted  that  the  final 
bagasse  purity  (after  complete 
disintegration  and  extraction)  is  not 


(Continued  from  page  11) 

necessarily  a  good  indicator  of  the  ex- 
tracted juice  purity.  A  better  approach 
may  be  to  determine  how  bagasse  puri- 
ty changes  as  extraction  changes.  Data 
from  South  Africa  and  other  areas  show 
low  purity  (50-60)  residual  juices  are  ob- 
tained, whereas  in  Australia  the 
reported  purities  (by  analysis  of  final 
bagasse  for  varying  mill  extraction)  are 
considerably  higher  (80-90).  The  point  is 
made  that  Australian  cane  is  usually  of 
high  quality  and  it  is  certainly  more 
mature  than  Louisiana  cane. 

Of  course,  purity  alone  is  insufficient 
to  adequately  predict  recovery, 
therefore,  knowledge  of  the  non-sugar 
composition  is  desirable.  Reducing 
sugar,  ash  and  polysaccharide  levels,  at 
least,  would  be  required,  but  given  the 
problems  of  obtaining  statistically 
meaningful  purity  values,  these  other 
(Continued  on  page  31) 
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WANTED:  International  or  John  Deere  Hi-Crop  Tractors.  Any  age!  Any  condition!  Call  1-800-738-2263. 


FOR  SALE:  7100  Single  Row  Cameco  Harvester;  1066  Int'l  Low-clear  Tractor;  4  Davis  Wagons.  Call 
(504)  545-3856  or  (504)  545-3479. 


FOR  SALE:  1  —  J  &  L  S-18  Cane  Harvester  with  3304  Caterpillar  engine.  Harvester  cut  90  acres  of 
cane  per  year  —  low  hours;  1  —  Thomson  flex  boom  cane  loader  mounted  on  D-17  tractor;  Self  pro- 
pelled front  end  loader  powered  by  John  Deere  engine.  Contact  Fred  Pierce,  Sr.,  Lockport,  LA  or  call 
(504)  532-3457  between  11  a.m.  and  1  p.m.  or  after  6  p.m.  (No  Collect  Calls) 


FOR  SALE:  1  Drum  Cane  Planters  $4,000  each;  Drum  off  of  Cameco  Cane  Planter  —  Best  offer.  Call 
Frank  Pearce  &  Sons  at  (504)  625-3157  after  6:00  p.m. 


FOR  SALE:  Cameco  2-row  Harvester  300  hours  on  engine  cab  &  air,  1  season  left  on  warranty  on  engine. 
1  9170  Deutz  front  wheel  assist  tractor  1,400  hours.  Warranty  still  on  tractor.  Call  (318)  229-4988. 


FOR  SALE:  3  Cane  Carts  —  Double  Axle,  12.5  —  1 3.5  Tons  Capacity;  Dump  Wagons,  New  Grader  Tires. 
Call  Steve  at  (504)  627-5079  or  (504)  627-5997. 


FOR  SALE:  John  Deere  TW  18'  Tandem  Disc,  with  24"  blades,  Excellent  Condition,  Field  Ready  — 
$2,500;  2  Thompson  Hercules  Cane  Loader  Mounted  on  Allis  Chalmers  D19  Tractor,  Good  Condition 
—  $5,000.  Call  John  Falcon  at  (504)  473-7169  or  (504)  473-6162. 


FOR  SALE:  2  Transfer  Carts  without  axles.  Call  Triple  V  Farm  (318)  856-5609  office  or  (318)  856-7948  home. 


FOR  SALE:  1971  LI  6  J&L  Self  Propelled  Field  Loader.  Good  running  condition  —  $5,500.  Call  (504) 
335-0258  or  (504)  627-9641  after  6  p.m. 


FOR  SALE:  10,000  Bushel  Bin  with  blower,  loading  and  unloading  augars.  2  —  6,000  Gal.  Anhydrous 
Ammonia  Tanks.  Call  (504)  265-4244. 


WANTED:  Assistant  Farm  Manager  for  Sugarcane  Farm  in  Pointe  Coupee  Parish.  Some  Welding  and 
Mechanical  ability  helpful.  Salary  based  on  ability.  Call  (504)  627-5341. 


FOR  SALE:  Hi-Clearance  JD  4430  Power  Shift;  JD  4240;  JD  Power  Shift  4230;  JD  4230;  Low-Clearance 
JD  2240;  IH  1066;  J&L  Cane  Cutter  S-15;  Tandem  Cane  Cart;  2  Grader  Blades  12'  wide  on  wheels; 
2  Rayne  Plane  Land  Levels  42'  long;  3-row  Trip  Bottom  Plow;  JD  6-Row  Hipper;  2-1640  Discs;  2  Davis 
Cane  Carts.  Contact  Grady  Dugas  at  (318)  845-4774. 


FOR  SALE:  1-806  Int'l  Hi-Clearance  Tractor  —  Excellent  Condition.  Call  Sidney  Andras  at  (504)  446-1 129. 


FOR  SALE:  Field  Ready  Thomson  Harvester,  Model  H-1 1-100  with  3304  Cat  Engine.  Good  Condition. 
$6,000.  Call  (504)  369-6492. 


FOR  SALE:  2-HiCrop  4230's;  1-210C  Prentice  Transloader.  Call  (504)  785-1078  Night  Only. 


FOR  SALE:  4430  Hi-Crop,  IH  1086  Hi-Crop,  IH  1066  with  Dual  Wheels,  2  IH  1466,  JD  4630,  2  Rayne 
Plane  Land  Levelers,  1  J  &  L  Landleveler,  Several  Sets  of  Choppers  (Disc  Harrow).  Call  (318)  276-6230. 


FOR  SALE:  1983  Prentice  Model  180  with  Rebuilt  Grapple  and  Engine,  Mounted  on  Ford  9000  Tandem 
Truck.  All  Painted  and  Detailed.  $37,500.  Contact  George  Landry,  Scott/General,  Broussard  LA  (318) 
837-2907. 


FOR  SALE:  1979  John  Deere  Model  690B  Hydraulic  Excavator,  Reconditioned  and  Painted.  $23,900. 
Contact  George  Landry,  Scott/General,  Broussard,  LA  (318)  837-2907. 
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Sugarcane  Planting  Recommendations  and 
Suggestions  for  Louisiana  Sugarcane  Producers- 1992 


The  success  of  a  sugarcane  farming 
operation  is  greatly  influenced  by  a 
grower's  ability  to  produce  good  stands 
of  cane  in  plant,  1st  and  2nd  year  stub- 
ble. To  obtain  good  yields  over  the  three- 
year-crop  cycle,  the  grower  must 
establish  good  stands  in  his  plant  cane. 
This  publication  provides  producers 
with  information  to  help  them  make 
management  decisions  about  planting 
practices  that  should  result  in  excellent 
plant  cane  stands. 

The  following  recommendations 
are  based  primarily  on  research  results. 
However  when  research  results  are  not 
available,  or  are  inconclusive,  the  most 
current  information  is  used  to  make 
suggestions.  The  planting  information 
does  not  include  land  preparation  recom- 
mendations. It  is  assumed  that  proper 
land  preparation  has  been  carried  out 
and  that  rows  are  built  up  and  ready  for 
furrow  opening.  Recommendations  are 
made  on  variety  selection,  furrow  width, 
planting  rate,  weed  control  and  soil  in- 
sect control.  Suggestions  are  made  on 
depth  of  cover,  depth  of  planting,  dates 
of  planting  and  succession  planting. 

Variety  Recommendations 

The  following  sugarcane  variety 
recommendations  are  based  on  results 
obtained  from  research  conducted  by 
personnel  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane 
League,  the  Louisiana  Agricultural  Ex- 
periment Station,  LSU  Agricultural 
Center  and  the  USDA-ARS  Sugarcane 
Research  Unit.  Eight  sugarcane 
varieties  are  recommended  for  planting 
in  1992.  Growers  should  consider  five 
varieties  for  major  plantings,  including 
CP  65-357,  CP  70-321,  CP  72-370,  CP 
74-383  and  LCP  82-89.  LHo  83-153, 
released  in  1991,  should  be  planted  to 
its  maximum.  The  varieties  CP  76-331 


and  CP  79-318  are  also  recommended, 
but  not  for  major  acreage  planting. 
These  varieties  have  less  than  desirable 
harvestability,  and  growers  should  con- 
sider this  when  selecting  these  varieties 
for  planting. 

The  use  of  seed  cane  from  a  disease- 
free  source,  —  either  heat  treated  or  cer- 
tified, is  recommended.  Cane  of  any 
variety  containing  more  than  2  percent 
smut-infected  stools  should  be  avoided 
as  a  seed  source.  Where  practical,  smut- 
infected  stools  should  be  rogued. 

Sugarcane  varieties  with  a  moderate 
rating  for  the  sugarcane  borer  should  be 
monitored  more  closely  than  a  resistant 
variety.  Moderate  varieties,  like  sus- 
ceptible varieties,  should  not  be  planted 
where  insecticides  cannot  be  applied. 
Variety  Performance 

The  variety  recommendations  con- 
sider both  the  good  and  less-than- 
desirable  traits  of  each  recommended 
variety.  The  following  is  a  brief  descrip- 
tion of  these  traits  of  each  of  the  recom- 
mended varieties.  (Please  note:  Addi- 
tional information  in  summary  form  is 
in  Table  1.) 

Recommended,  but  not  for 
Major  Plantings 

CP  76-331  was  selected  from  a  cross 
of  CP  65-357  X  L  65-69  and  released  in 
1984.  It  was  equal  to  or  exceeded  CP 
70-321  in  yield  of  sugar  per  acre  in  out- 
field tests.  It  matures  early  and  pro- 
duces more  sugar  per  ton  than  CP 
70-321.  The  variety  is  highly  resistant 
to  the  spread  of  sugarcane  mosaic,  but 
it  has  shown  susceptibility  to  smut.  CP 
76-331  is  susceptible  to  the  sugarcane 
borer  and  should  not  be  planted  in  areas 
where  insecticides  cannot  be  applied  or 
where  growers  cannot  carry  out  a  good 
(Continued  on  page  15) 
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Sugarcane  Planting  Recommendations   (Continued  from  page  14) 


CP  65-357  is  susceptible  to  smut,  rust 
and  mosaic.  It  is  moderately  resistant  to 
establishment  of  the  sugarcane  borer, 
but  very  tolerant  to  borer  damage.  In  re- 
cent years,  CP  65-357  has  generally 
yielded  fewer  tons  of  cane  and  less  sugar 
per  acre  than  most  commercial  varieties 
in  stubble  outfield  experiments. 

CP  70-321  was  selected  from  a  cross 
of  CP  61-39  X  CP  57-614  and  released  in 
1978.  It  occupies  the  greatest  percentage 
of  the  Louisiana  sugarcane  acreage. 
CP-70-321  is  early  maturing  and  has 
generally  yielded  high  sugar  per  acre  in 
first  stubble  and  second  stubble  on  light 
soils.  CP  70-321  tends  to  lodge  more 
than  CP  65-357  and,  when  lodged,  is 
more  difficult  to  harvest.  It  is  resistant 
to  smut  and  post-freeze  deterioration  of 
the  stalk.  However,  it  does  not  stubble 
well  following  a  severe  freeze  or  a  late 
spring  frost.  New  research  shows  that 
CP  70-321  is  resistant  to  the  establish- 
ment of  the  sugarcane  borer  but  less  in- 
tolerant to  damage  by  the  sugarcane 
borer  than  CP  65-357. 

CP  72-370  was  selected  from  a  cross 
of  CP  61-37  X  CP  52-68  and  released  in 
1980.  It  is  early  maturing,  well  adapted 
to  mechanical  harvesting  and  has  good 
resistance  to  smut.  To  maximize  sugar 
per  acre  yields,  this  variety  should  be 
harvested  prior  to  November  15.  CP 
72-370  yields  are  similar  to  CP  70-321. 
It  is  moderately  damaged  by  the  sugar- 
cane borer  and  is  often  damaged  by  late 
applications  of  Asulox  (after  May  15). 
For  this  reason  growers  are  cautioned 
about  planting  CP  72-370  in  areas 
known  to  have  heavy  infestations  of 
johnsongrass. 

CP  74-383  was  selected  from  a  cross 
of  CP  65-357  X  L  65-69  and  released  in 
1982.  It  yields  more  cane  per  acre  and 
sugar  per  acre  in  second  stubble  than 
CP    70-321.    The    variety    has    good 


harvestability,  very  good  stubbling 
ability  and  consistently  produces  high 
cane  tonnage  and  good  sugar  per  acre. 
The  disadvantages  of  CP  74-383  are 
lower  yield  of  sugar  per  ton  (when  com- 
pared to  CP  70-321)  and  inconsistent 
plant  cane  stands,  especially  when 
planted  before  September  1.  It  is 
susceptible  to  the  sugarcane  borer,  smut 
and  rust.  This  variety  should  not  be 
planted  in  areas  where  insecticides  can- 
not be  applied  or  where  growers  cannot 
carry  out  a  good  borer  control  program. 

LCP  82-89  was  selected  from  a  cross 
of  CP  52-68  X  CP  72-370  and  released  in 
1990.  It  is  well  suited  to  mechanical 
harvesting  and  is  a  good  stubbing  varie- 
ty. LCP  82-89  is  superior  to  CP  70-321 
in  yield  of  sugar  and  cane  per  acre  in 
plant  and  stubble  crops,  and  it  is  similar 
in  sugar  per  ton  and  maturity.  It  is 
moderately  susceptible  to  mosaic  and 
rust.  It  is  considered  resistant  to  smut. 
RSD  has  caused  significant  reduction  in 
cane  and  sugar  per  acre  yields  in  the 
stubble  crops  of  this  variety.  LCP  82-89 
is  resistant  to  the  sugarcane  borer. It  is 
susceptible  to  some  herbicides,  so 
growers  should  follow  the  same  her- 
bicide precaution  as  with  CP  72-370. 

LHo  83-153  was  selected  from  a  cross 
of  CP  77-405  X  CP  74-339  and  released 
in  1991.  LHo  83-153  is  a  high  yielding, 
good  stubbling  variety.  It  is  well  suited 
to  both  silt  loam  and  clay  soils.  Data  in- 
dicate that  LHo  83-153  is  superior  to  CP 
70-321  in  yield  of  sugar  and  cane  per 
acre  in  stubble  crops.  It  is  intermediate 
between  CP  74-383  and  CP  70-321  in 
sugar  per  ton  and  maturity,  with  fiber 
content  similar  to  CP  65-357.  The  varie- 
ty is  generally  erect  but  is  less  suited  to 
mechanical  harvesting  than  CP  65-357. 
LHo  83-153  is  resistant  to  rust  and  to 
the  spread  of  sugarcnae  mosaic  virus  in 
(Continued  on  page  16) 
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Sugarcane  Planting  Recommendations   (Continued  from  page  15) 


the  field  and  moderately  resistant  to 
smut;  however,  RSD  caused  significant 
reduction  in  cane  and  sugar  yields  in 
stubble  crops.  The  variety  is  resistant  to 
the  sugarcane  borer  and  tolerant  to  most 
herbicides. 

Recommended,  but  not  for 
Major  Plantings 

CP  76-331  was  selected  from  a  cross 
of  CP  65-357  X  L  65-69  and  released  in 
1984.  It  was  equal  to  or  exceeded  CP 
70-321  in  yield  of  sugar  per  acre  in  out- 
field tests.  It  matures  early  and  pro- 
duces more  sugar  per  ton  than  CP 
70-321.  The  variety  is  highly  resistant 
to  the  spread  of  sugarcane  mosaic,  but 
has  shown  susceptibility  to  smut.  CP 
76-331  is  susceptible  to  the  sugarcane 
borer  and  should  not  be  planted  in  areas 
where  insecticides  cannot  be  applied  or 
where  growers  cannot  carry  out  a  good 


borer  control  program.  This  variety  is 
difficult  to  harvest  when  lodged. 

CP  79-318  was  selected  from  a  cross 
of  CP  65-357  X  L  65-69  and  released  in 
1987.  CP  79-318  has  exceeded  CP  70-321 
in  tons  of  cane  per  acre,  sugar  per  ton 
and  sugar  per  acre.  CP  79-318  is  an 
early  maturing  variety  with  good  stub- 
bling  ability,  is  moderately  resistant  to 
smut  and  is  moderately  damaged  by  the 
sugarcane  borer.  This  variety  has  shown 
some  resistance  to  RSD.  Because  this 
variety  is  brittle  and  difficult  to  harvest, 
its  acceptance  by  growers  has  been 
limited.  CP  79-318  is  extremely  suscept- 
ible to  post-freeze  deterioration.  This 
variety  should  be  harvested  before 
December  1. 

New  Variety  Release 

No  new  variety  will  be  released  in 
1992. 

(Continued  on  page  17) 
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Sugarcane  Planting  Recommendations 

(Continued  from  page  16) 

Table  1.  Characteristics  for  recommended  sugarcane  varieties. 

Varietal 

VARIETY 

CP 

CP 

CP 

CP 

CP 

CP 

LCP 

LHo 

Characteristics 

65-357 

70-321 

72-370 

74-383 

76-331 

79-318 

82-89 

83-153 

Year  Release 

1973 

1978 

1980 

1982 

1984 

1987 

1990 

1991 

Harvestability 

G 

M 

G 

G 

P-M 

P-M 

G 

M 

Erectness 

G 

P-M 

G 

VG 

P 

M 

G 

G 

Brittleness 

G 

M 

G 

G 

M 

P 

G 

M 

Sucrose 

G 

G 

G 

M 

VG 

G 

G 

M-G 

Maturity 

E 

E 

VE 

M 

VE 

E 

E 

M 

Fiber 

M 

G 

M 

G 

M 

M 

M 

M 

Tonnage 

G 

G 

M 

VG 

G 

G 

VG 

G 

StubbUng 

M 

M 

M 

VG 

G 

VG 

G 

VG 

Borer  Resistance 

M(T) 

R2 

M 

S 

S 

M 

R 

R 

Smut  Resistance 

S 

R 

R 

S 

S 

MR 

R 

MR 

Mosaic  Resistance 

S 

M 

S 

M 

R 

M 

MS 

R 

RSD  Tolerance 

M 

P 

M 

M 

M 

G 

P 

P 

Rust  Resistance 

S 

R 

R 

S 

R 

R 

S 

R 

Post  Freeze 

Deterioration 

G 

VG 

M 

M 

M 

P 

M 

M 

Herbicide 

Tolerance 

M-G 

M-G 

Ml 

G 

M-G 

G 

Ml 

G 

Shading 

G 

G 

P 

G 

G 

G 

G 

G 

Soil  Type 

All 

L 

All 

All 

All 

All 

All 

All 

Ripener  Response 

G 

G 

VG 

M 

G 

G 

— 

- 

1  Susceptible  to  Asulox  injury 

2  New  research  shows  less  intolerant  to  borer  damage  than  CP  65-357 

VG  =  Very  Good 

R    = 

Resistant 

All  = 

:  Both  Light  and 

G     =  Good 

S     = 

Susceptible 

Heavy  Soil 

M     =  Moderate,  Medium 

MR  = 

Moderately  Resistant 

Types 

P     =  Poor 

E     = 

Early 

L    = 

:  Light  soil  type 

VE  =  Very  Early 

T     = 

Tolerant 

Sugarcane  Variety  Census 

The  annual  sugarcane  variety  cen- 
sus is  conducted  cooperatively  by  the 
Louisiana  Cooperative  Extension  Ser- 
vice and  the  USDA-ARS  Sugarcane 
Research  Unit.  A  better  understanding 
of  variety  evaluation  by  growers  can  be 
seen  in  a  comparison  of  several  years  of 
variety   surveys.   Table   2   shows  the 

AUGUST  1,  1992 


1987-1991  variety  surveys  as  compiled 
and  reported  by  agricultural  agents  in 
the  20  sugarcane-producing  parishes  of 
Louisiana. 

This  table  shows  that  CP  70-321  has 
been  and  continues  to  be  the  leading 
variety  grown  in  the  state.  CP  65-357 
continues   to   be   the    second   leading 

(Continued  on  page  22) 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE 


(Continued  from  page  6) 


NAFTA  CONCLUSION  IMMINENT 

On  July  14  in  San  Diego,  President 
Bush  and  Mexican  President  Salinas 
jointly  announced  a  NAFTA  Ministerial 
Meeting  to  be  held  July  25.  Although  a 
spokesperson  for  the  Office  of  the  U.S. 
Trade  Representative  would  not  confirm 
that  the  July  25  session  would  be  the 
last  NAFTA  Ministerial,  there  is  strong 
speculation  that  a  North  American  Free 
Trade  Agreement  could  be  soon  forth- 
coming. The  Bush  Administration,  as 
well  as  the  Salinas  Administration  in 
Mexico,  is  pushing  for  a  successful  com- 
pletion to  the  free  trade  pact.  Whereas 
the  agreement  was  once  seen  as 
politically  beneficial  in  a  campaign  year, 
it  has  now  increased  in  importance  as 
Bush's  campaign  has  faltered.  Although 
the  Administration  contends  that  the 
content  of  the  talks  drives  the  deadline, 
it  is  widely  recognized  that  signing  an 
agreement  before  the  November  election 
could  be  part  of  the  Administration's 
rush  to  conclude  the  talks.  To  include 
the  90-day  period  Congress  reserves  to 
review  the  document  before  it  is  signed, 
there  is  an  unspoken  August  1  deadline 
for  the  Administration  to  send  an  agree- 


ment to  Congress  to  possibly  have  it 
signed  by  November. 

GATT  UPDATE 

Following  the  G-7  Summit  in 
Munich  July  6-9,  it  is  obvious  that 
nothing  will  occur  with  the  GATT  for 
some  time.  The  U.S.  is  waiting  for  a 
referendum  from  the  French  people,  on 
September  20,  1992,  regarding  the 
Maastricht  Treaty  which  will  ensure 
European  economic  and  political  unity. 

CROWDER  RESIGNS  AS 
UNDER  SECRETARY  AT  USDA 

In  a  surprise  announcement  on  July 
1,  Secretary  Ed  Madigan  announced  the 
resignation  of  Under  Secretary  of  Agri- 
culture for  International  Affairs  and 
Commodity  Programs  Richard  T. 
Crowder,  effective  July  20.  In  his  posi- 
tion at  USDA,  Crowder  headed  agencies 
involved  with  international  trade, 
developing  foreign  markets,  and  ad- 
ministration of  domestic  farm  programs. 
He  has  participated  in  the  ongoing 
GATT  and  NAFTA  negotiations  in  his 

(Continued  on  page  19) 


WANTED:  JD  &  l-H  Tractors  for  Parts 
Any  Age  or  Condition. 


New,  Used  and  Rebuilt  Hi  Crop  and  Row 
Crop  Tractor  Parts,  Tires,  Rebuilt  Clutches, 
Crank  Shafts,  Injector  Pumps  and  More. 
Also  Any  Hard-To-Find  Parts.  We  Buy 
Farm  Equipment  &  Salvage  Tractors. 


Toll  Free 
1-800-738-2263 
(318)  276-3453 
(318)276-6230 
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capacity  as  Under  Secretary  for  Interna- 
tional Trade  and  has  testified  before  the 
House  Committee  on  Agriculture 
regarding  the  status  of  those  talks.  Most 
recently,  in  his  post  as  Under  Secretary 
for  Commodity  Programs,  Crowder  was 
scheduled  to  testify  before  the  Cotton, 
Rice  and  Sugar  Subcommittee  of  the 
House  Agriculture  Committee  concern- 
ing the  operation  of  the  domestic  sugar 
program.  Due  to  his  resignation, 
however,  Crowder's  Deputy  Under 
Secretary,  Randy  Green,  was  asked  to 
present  the  Administration's  testimony. 

After  serving  in  the  number  three 
position  at  USDA  since  April  1989, 
Crowder  cited  the  need  to  spend  more 
time  with  his  family  as  the  reason  for 
his  resignation. 

USDA  RESPONDS  TO 
SUGAR  INDUSTRY  LETTER 

In  a  July  10  letter,  USDA  responded 
to  the  U.S.  Sugar  Industry's  concerns 
regarding  the  NAFTA  as  stated  in  a 
May  22  letter  to  U.S.  Trade  Represent- 
ative Carla  Hills  and  Secretary  of 
Agriculture  Ed  Madigan.  The  industry 
letter  expressed  opposition  to  an  in- 
creased sugar  quota  for  Mexico  within 
the  context  of  a  free-trade  pact,  warning 
USDA  of  the  dangers  it  could  entail. 
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such  as  transshipment  and  substitution 
of  third  country  sugar. 

In  USDA's  response,  signed  by 
Randy  Green  for  Richard  Crowder,  the 
Department  of  Agriculture  assured  the 
industry  that  they  "are  determined  to 
prevent  third  countries  from  using 
Mexico  as  a  transshipment  point  to  gain 
preferential  access  to  the  U.S.  market." 
In  addition,  it  stated  that  "USDA  re- 
mains committed  to  the  no-net-cost  pro- 
vision of  the  sugar  title  of  the  1990  farm 
bill,  and  our  NAFTA  negotiators  are 
taking  full  account  of  this  aspect  of  the 
U.S.  sugar  price  support  program." 
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with  the  proposed  regulations.  For  ex- 
ample, the  cost  of  upgrading  the  existing 
wastewater  ponds  at  sugar  mills  to  meet 
the  standards  proposed  in  1991  could 
bankrupt  the  industry,  and  more 
significantly  there  would  be  no  iden- 
tifiable environmental  improvement 
resulting  from  the  expenditures. 

Representatives  of  the  American 
Sugar  Cane  League  have  already  in- 
itiated contact  with  LDEQ  about  the 
new  initiative,  using  lines  of  com- 
munication recently  opened  by  the  new 
Secretary,  Mr.  Kai  Midboe.  Many  eyes 
are  focused  on  the  situation,  and 
hopefully  agricultural  interests  will 
receive  careful  consideration  before  any 
new  rules  are  promulgated.  As  more  in- 
formation becomes  available,  readers 
will  be  informed. 


State . 


Zip. 
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For  changes  in  present  subscription,  ad- 
dress imprint  from  front  cover  must  be 
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FARM  NOTES 

(Continued  from  page  8) 

CROP  REPORT 

Since  the  last  article  was  written, 
crop  growth  has  been  good  in  most  cases. 
Some  areas  have  been  dry  while  others 
have  received  ample  rainfall.  Hot 
temperatures  and  intense  sunlight  pro- 
vided for  excellent  growth  in  most  fields. 
Population  is  still  weak  in  some  plant 
cane  fields  but  the  crop  in  general  is  in 
good  shape.  Crop  height  is  also  above 
average  in  many  fields.  Average  to 
above  average  yields  are  expected  in 
most  fields  around  the  cane  belt  at  this 
time. 
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pound  of  sugar  of  Louisiana's  cane 
farmers  and  processing  mills  were  the 
lowest  of  any  cane-producing  state  in  the 
nation.  Even  though  Louisiana's  1990 
crop  suffered  tremendous  freeze 
damage,  our  combined  production  and 
processing  costs  for  that  year  were  the 
second  lowest  among  cane-producing 
states.  Furthermore,  despite  greatly  in- 
creased costs  resulting  from  governmen- 
tal regulations  concerning  wages,  en- 
vironmental and  occupational  concerns, 
worker's  compensation  and  other  mat- 
ters, Louisiana  producers  and  processors 
are  more  cost  efficient  than  their 
counterparts  in  half  of  the  sugarcane- 
producing  countries  worldwide. 

Despite  our  efficiency,  serious  at- 
tempts have  been  made  to  diversify  to 
other  crops,  specifically  rice,  v/heat,  corn 
and  soybeans.  For  various  reasons,  some 
economic  and  some  related  to  weather 
and  soil  conditions,  those  attempts  have 
been  unsuccessful.  History  and  ex- 
perience have  taught  us  that  sugar  cane 
is  the  only  viable  commercial  crop  that 
can  be  produced  in  south  central  Louis- 
iana, where  our  industry  is  located. 

We  Louisianians  have  successfully 
produced  sugar  cane  on  a  commercial 
basis  for  almost  200  years.  Many  of  our 
members  are  third  and  fourth  genera- 
tion cane  farmers.  Their  efforts  and 
those  of  their  ancestors  have  im- 
measurably benefitted  the  economy  of 
Louisiana.  We  estimate  there  are  ap- 
proximately 12,000  persons  directly 
employed  in  the  production,  processing 
and  refining  of  sugar  cane  and  sugar  in 
Louisiana.  Additionally,  thousands  of 
other  persons  are  employed  by  support 
industries  which  service  cane  farmers 
and  processors,  such  as  equipment 
manufacturing  and  sales,  and  the 
agricultural    chemical    industry.    The 


demise  of  the  Louisiana  sugar  industry 
would  cause  those  persons  to  lose  their 
jobs.  Most  of  our  field  employees  and 
many  of  our  factory  employees  are  per- 
sons with  limited  skills  who  will  find  it 
difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  find  other 
employment.  Thus,  Louisiana's  already 
inflated  rate  of  unemployment  would  be 
increased  and  its  dangerously  weak 
economy  would  be  further  devastated. 

Gentlemen,  these  dire  predictions 
are  not  mere  "hype."  Because  of  past  ac- 
tions of  the  federal  administration,  our 
cane  farmers  are  in  serious  financial  dif- 
ficulty. Unless  the  Administration 
reverses  its  present  position  and  permits 
the  price  of  sugar  to  rise  to  a  reasonable 
level  at  or  near  the  last  published  MSP 
of  $21.95,  our  industry  will  cease  to  exist 
as  a  significant  contributor  to  the 
economy  of  our  state  and  our  nation. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  sincerely  appre- 
ciate the  opportunity  to  appear  here  to- 
day, and  I  urgently  request  that  Con- 
gress take  appropriate  and  necessary  ac- 
tion to  reverse  the  current  trend.  I'll  be 
happy  to  attempt  to  answer  any  ques- 
tions you  may  have. 
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variety.    Of   the    two    other    major  All  the  varieties  in  Table  2,  with  the  ex- 
varieties,  CP  72-370  has  remained  con-  , .        ^^^  „^  oon      j  r^r»  nn  ocn 

,      ,        J  r^o  rr.  oQo  J          I.  ception  of  CP  70-330  and  CP  72-356,  arc 

stant  and  CP  74-383  does  show  some  ^                                                         ' 

reduction  in  the  five-year  comparison,      recommended  for  planting  in  1992. 
Table  2.  Louisiana  Sugarcane  Variety  Survey,  1987-91  ^ 


%  of  State  Total 

by 

Year 

5-Year 

Variety 

1987 

1988 

1989 

1990 

1991 

Change 

CP  65-357 

22 

25 

28 

o/o 

35 

29 

-1-    7 

CP  70-321 

42 

43 

41 

39 

47 

-1-    5 

CP  70-330 

3 

1 

1 

— 

— 

-    3 

CP  72-356 

6 

5 

4 

2 

— 

-    6 

CP  72-370 

9 

9 

10 

10 

10 

+    1 

CP  74-383 

11 

10 

8 

6 

6 

-    5 

CP  76-331 

4 

5 

5 

3 

2 

-    2 

CP  79-318 

— 

1 

2 

4 

4.5 

-1-    4.5 

LCP  82-89 

— 

— 

— 

— 

.5 

-1-      .5 

LHo  83-153 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Others 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

-11 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

1  Prepared  by  Dalton  P.  Landry,  county  agent  and  coordinator  (Extension  Sugarcane  Educational 
Programs),  Louisiana  Cooperative  Extension  Service,  from  variety  survey  reports  by  county  agents 
in  sugarcane-producing  parishes  1987-91. 

Planting  Recommendations  and  Suggestions 
Planting  Furrow  Width:  Experiments  comparing  various  furrow  types  and 
width  have  been  conducted  by  LSU  Agricultural  Center  researchers  for  many  years. 
Table  3  shows  a  summary  of  the  research  data  as  an  average  of  those  varieties 
now  grown  in  the  state. 

Table  3.  Effect  of  Planting  Furrow  Width  on  Sugarcane  Yields,  6  ft.  Rows^ 

Furrow  Width 


V-Furrow 


15-18"2 


24"3 


Plant  Cane 
1977-88  av. 

.1st  Stubble 
1980-89  av. 

2nd  Stubble 
1985  av. 


37.3  T/A4 
7139  S/A5 

33.4  T/A 
6560  S/A 

31.3  T/A 
5648  S/A 


41.2  T/A  (  +  3.9) 
7886  S/A  (  +  747) 

35.5  T/A  (  +  2.1) 
6903  S/A  (  +  343) 

32.3  T/A  (  +  1.0) 
5873  S/A  ( +  225) 


42.2  T/A  (  +  1.0) 
8163  S/A  (  +  277) 

35.8  T/A  (  +  .3) 
7018  S/A  (  +  115) 

32.2  T/A  (-.1) 
5783  S/A  (-90) 


1  1977-89,  Dr.  Ray  Ricaud  and  associates. 

2  Numbers  in  parentheses  indicate  a  comparison  with  V-Furrow. 

3  Numbers  in  parentheses  indicate  a  comparison  with  15-18"  Furrow  Width. 

'*  T/A  =  yield  of  cane  per  acre  in  tons.  ^  S/A  =  yield  of  sugar  per  acre  (TRS)  in  pounds. 

(Continued  on  page  23) 
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This  research  shows  good  yield  in- 
creases (number  in  parentheses)  in  ton- 
nage and  sugar  per  acre  from  the  V- 
Furrow  to  the  15"  to  18"  furrow  in  plant 
cane,  1st  stubble  and  2nd  year  stubble. 
It  further  shows  an  increase  in  plant 
cane  and  1st  stubble,  but  a  decrease  in 
2nd  stubble  as  the  furrow  width  was  in- 
creased from  15"  to  18"  to  24". 
Therefore,  based  on  this  research  and 
the  problems  encountered  by  growers  in 
handling  furrow  widths  greater  than 
18",  it  is  suggested  and  recommended 
that  growers  use  a  15"  to  18"  width  fur- 
row for  planting  in  1992.  Growers  who 
can  successfully  handle  the  24"  width 
furrow  are  encouraged  to  do  so. 

It  is  also  suggested  that  the  furrow 
opener  be  constructed  to  leave  a  wide 
bottom  with  a  slight  indentation  on  each 
side  of  the  furrow  and  a  slight  ridge  of 


loose  soil  in  the  middle  of  the  furrow  bot- 
tom. This  opening  configuration  can  be 
obtained  by  attaching  a  single  disk  on 
each  side  of  the  row  opener  to  dig  out  the 
furrow  sides  and  deposit  the  soil  in  the 
furrow  middle.  County  agents  in 
sugarcane-producing  parishes  have 
available  pictures  and  blueprints  of  a 
suggested  row  opener. 

Some  growers  have  found  that  pack- 
ing rows  ahead  of  opening  will  give  a 
more  uniform  furrow  when  opening 
with  a  three-row  opener. 

Planting  Rate: 

Table  4  shows  a  summary  of  the 
research  by  the  LSU  Agricultural 
Center  on  planting  rate.  The  research 
reported  since  1985  was  conducted  with 
the  varieties  now  grown  in  the  state. 


Table  4.  Effect  of  Rate  of  Planting  on  Sugarcane  Yields,  6  ft.  Rows^ 


— 

Planting  Rate 

2  Stalks 

3  Stalks^ 

4  Stalks^ 

Plant  Cane 
1971-74 

33.5  T/A3 
6483  S/A4 

35.9  T/A  (  +  2.4) 
7059  S/A  (  +  576) 

36.6  T/A  (  +  3.1) 
7178  S/A  (  +  695) 

Plant  Cane 
1985-88 

43.1  T/A 
8650  S/A 

— 

45.4  T/A  (  +  2.3) 
9194  S/A  (  +  544) 

Plant  Cane,  1989-91 
CP  65-357,  CP  70-321 
CP  72-370,  CP  74-383 
LCP  82-89 

24.0  T/A 
4624  S/A 

24.8  T/A  (  +  .8) 
4779  S/A  (  +  155) 

26.5  T/A  (  +  2.5) 
5176  S/A  (  +  552) 

First  Stubble 
1973 

28.6  T/A 
5494  S/A 

30.4  T/A  (  +  1.8) 
5808  S/A  (  +  314) 

30.2  T/A  (  +  1.6) 
5751  S/A  (  +  257) 

First  Stubble 
1986-89 

35.3  T/A 
7402  S/A 

— 

37.2  T/A  (  +  1.9) 
7764  S/A  (  +  362) 

1  1971-1991,  Dr.  Ray  Ricaud  and  associates. 

2  Numbers  in  parentheses  indicates  increase  in  yield  when  compared  to  two  stalk  planting  rate. 

3  T/A  =  yield  of  cane  per  acre  in  tons. 

*  S/A  =  yield  of  sugar  per  acre  (TRS)  in  pounds. 

(Continued  on  page  24) 
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For  planting  growers  should  use  good, 
mature  stalks,  which  are  free  from 
disease,  insect  or  mechanical  damage. 
They  should  plant  the  best  seed  cane 
available. 

The  recommended  rate  in  the  past 
has  been  three  continuous  stalks  plus  a 
10%  lap.  Based  on  the  research  results 
shown  in  Table  4  and  field  observations, 
the  planting  rate  recommendation  for 
1992  will  continue  to  be  three  stalks  and 
a  lap,  but  the  lap  should  be  of  at  least 
two  mature  joints.  Where  sufficient  seed 
cane  is  not  available,  growers  can  obtain 
good  stands  by  planting  two  stalks  and 
a  lap  of  at  least  two  mature  joints.  These 
recommendations  are  based  on  using 
good  seed  cane.  Additional  seed  cane 
should  be  used  to  compensate  for  poor 
quality  seed  cane.  Planted  cane  stalks 
should  be  spread  so  as  to  cover  the  en- 
tire width  of  the  planting  furrow. 

Date  of  Planting 

Experiments  have  been  conducted 
since  1982  at  the  LSU  Experiment  Sta- 
tion comparing  dates  of  planting  of  the 
present  commercially  grown  sugarcane 
varieties.  As  shown  in  Table  5,  the  dates 


of  planting  that  were  compared  were 
late  August  to  early  September,  late 
September  to  early  October  and  late  Oc- 
tober to  early  November.  This  research 
did  not  include  an  early  August  planting 
comparison.  Although  the  research  for 
individual  years  does  show  yield  dif- 
ferences according  to  planting  dates,  no 
definite  pattern  is  established.  Table  5, 
which  shows  average  yields  for  the 
research  years,  does  show  an  advantage 
for  the  late  September  to  early  October 
planting  but  for  CP  65-357,  CP  70-321, 
CP  70-370  and  CP  74-383  this  would  not 
be  significant.  The  results  of  time  of 
planting  for  CP  79-318  and  LCP  82-89 
would  be  significant,  but  this  is  the 
result  of  only  one  year's  research.  Based 
on  the  data  in  table  5,  the  present  prac- 
tice of  late  August  to  early  October 
planting  appears  to  be  the  best  time.  If 
additional  research  on  CP  79-318  and 
LCP  82-89  shows  similar  response  as  ob- 
tained in  1991,  then  a  late  September 
planting  should  be  considered  for  these 
varieties. 

Observations  as  to  stand  problems  in 
the  spring  with  early  planted  CP  74-383 
has  led  to  the  suggestion  that  this  varie- 
ty be  planted  after  September  1. 


Table  5.  Effect  of  Date  of  Planting  on  Plant  Cane  Yield 


Planting 

Dates 

Research 

Aug.  30-Sept.  13 

Sept. 

29-Oct.  8 

Oct.  27-Nov.  11 

Variety          Years 

Tons/A 

Sugar/A 

Tons/A 

Sugar/A 

Tons/A 

Sugar/A 

CPe5-357     1982-85 

35.7 

7416 

37.4 

7428 

35.3 

7093 

CP  70-321     1982-911 

34.8 

7175 

36.2 

7476 

32.8 

6785 

CP  70-370     1982-911 

34.0 

6667 

35.6 

6765 

34.0 

6499 

CP  74-383     1983-89 

38.0 

7461 

40.6 

7875 

36.6 

6894 

CP  79-318     1991 

21.7 

3920 

26.3 

4875 

21.5 

3911 

LCP  82-89    1991 

25.8 

4871 

30.6 

5567 

29.1 

5796 

1982-91  Dr.  Ray  RIcaud  &  Associates. 

1  1990  not  included. 

(Continued 

on  page 

25) 
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Amount  of  Cover  Over  Seed  Cane 

There  has  been  much  discussion 
since  the  1989  freeze  as  to  how  much  soil 
sould  be  put  over  cane  at  planting  time. 
Although  there  have  been  result  demon- 
strations on  this  subject  in  the  past, 
replicated  research  with  the  varieties 
now  grown  in  Louisiana  was  not 
available  on  cane  cover  until  recently. 

Until  more  research  on  cane  cover- 
ing with  the  present  varieties  grown  is 
available,  the  opinions  of  producers,  in- 
dustry leaders,  researchers,  county 
agents  and  sugarcane  specialists  have 
been  used  to  make  the  following  sugges- 
tions as  to  the  amount  of  cover  over 
cane. 

Heat  treated  cane  should  be 
covered  with  2"  of  packed  soil.  After  the 
cane  is  up  to  a  good  stand  and  before 
freezing  weather  occurs,  add  an  addi- 
tional 2"  of  soil  to  protect  from  freeze 
damage.  Do  not  cover  heat  treated  cane 
with  more  than  2"  of  packed  soil  at 
planting. 

For  regular  late  August,  September 


and  October  planting,  cover  with  3"  to 
4"  of  packed  soil  at  planting  time. 
Although  farmers  in  the  southern  part 
of  the  belt  can  normally  get  by  with  a 
3"  pack  soil  covering,  on  farms  in  the 
northern  part  of  the  sugarcane  belt,  the 
4"  packed  soil  may  be  a  better  sugges- 
tion. Growers  should  use  a  fluke  on  their 
covering  tool  to  keep  from  covering  with 
more  than  4"  of  packed  soil.  Until  addi- 
tional research  results  such  as  those 
shown  in  Table  6  are  known,  growers 
who  cover  with  much  more  than  4"  of 
packed  soil  should  be  prepared  to 
remove  the  additional  soil  early  in  the 
spring. 

The  results  in  Table  6  reflect  only 
one  year  of  research  and  therefore  are 
not  enough  on  which  to  base  a  recom- 
mendation on  the  amount  of  cover  over 
seed  cane.  However,  the  results  do  in- 
dicate that  excessive  soil  cover  (more 
than  is  needed  to  protect  against  freeze 
damage)  can  cause  yield  losses  even  if 
this  excessive  cover  is  removed  by 
shaving. 


Table  6.  Effect  of  seed  cover  and  shaving  on  the  plant  cane  yield  of  two 
varieties  of  sugarcane  (CP65-357  and  CP70-321)  on  commerce  soil 
at  the  St.  Gabriel  Research  Station,  1991  ^ 


Seed  Cover 

Shave 

Plant  Cane  Yields 

depth-inches 

Treatment 
check 

Tons/acre 

Sugar/acre 

3-4 

29.5 

5176 

shave 

27.3 

4553 

5-6 

check 

27.4 

4859 

shave 

26.9 

4736 

7-8 

check 

25.9 

4458 

shave 

24.2 

4224 

1  Research  by  Dr.  Ray 

Ricaud  and  associate. 

The  shave  treatment  left  3' 

of  soil  on  shaved  plots. 

Growers  should  use  a  covering  tool 
that  will  cover  the  cane  without  pushing 
the  cane  closer  than  the  width  it  was 


planted.  County  agents  in  the  sugar- 
cane-producing parishes  have  pictures 
(Continued  on  page  26) 
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and  blueprints  available  of  a  covering 
tool  that  does  a  good  job  of  covering 
without  squeezing  the  cane  together. 
Packing  of  rows  should  be  done  im- 
mediately after  covering.  Clean  quarter 
drains  before  spraying  herbicides.  In 
those  soils  that  erode  and  where  soil 
washing  occurs  in  the  fall  before  a  hard 
freeze,  it  is  suggested  that  the  middles 
be  sunk  and  rows  rebuilt  to  allow  winter 
protection  for  the  cane. 


but  they  suppress  the  growth  of  the  cane 
in  the  spring  and  must  be  removed 
either  chemically  or  mechanically 
before  regular  spring  work  can  proceed. 
Selection  of  herbicides  should  be 
based  on  soil  texture  and  organic  matter 
content,  weed  problems  and  the  variety 
of  sugarcane.  If  for  some  reason  pre- 
emergence  herbicides  cannot  be  applied 
immediately  after  planting,  they  should 
be  applied  at  the  earliest  possible  time. 


Depth  of  Planting  with  Relation  to 
Water  Furrow 

Depth  of  planting  as  related  to  the 
water  furrow  depends  on  the  internal 
drainage  and  sometimes  external 
drainage  of  the  soil  where  cane  is  being 
planted.  Seed  cane  should  be  placed  so 
as  to  be  at  least  2"  above  the  final  water 
furrow  or  middle.  In  soils  with  poor  in- 
ternal drainage,  the  seed  cane  should  be 
placed  higher  above  the  final  water  fur- 
row or  middle  level  than  in  those  soils 
with  good  internal  drainage. 

Growers  should  be  aware  of  the  need 
to  keep  the  seed  cane  above  the  area 
where  water  levels  will  hurt  cane 
stands. 

Weed  Control  at  Planting 

Herbicides  to  control  weeds, 
especially  johnsongrass  seedlings,  are 
essential  to  prevent  weed  competition 
and  losses  in  sugarcane  production. 
Unless  herbicides  are  applied  after 
planting,  weed  seed  remaining  in  the 
soil  following  a  fallow  program  will  ger- 
minate, producing  viable  seeds  and/or 
johnsongrass  rhizomes.  As  a  result, 
grasses,  especially  johnsongrass,  will 
quickly  reinfest  a  field. 

Winter  grasses  and  broadleaf  weeds 
are  not  as  competitive  as  johnsongrass, 


A.  Preemergence  Control  of 
Johnsongrass  Seedlings 
and  Winter  Weeds 


RATE/A  (30"  Band) 

Herbicide 

Light      Medium    Heavy 
Soil        Soil           Soil 

Sencor/ 
Lexone  4L 

1.5  pts.  1.5  pts.       1.5  pts. 

Sencor/ 
Lexone  DF 

1.01b.    1.01b.        1.01b. 

Sinbar  80Wi 

.66  lb.      .66  lb.2     .75  lb. 

Treflan,  Trilin 
Trifluralin 
or  Tri4 

1.66  pts3  1.66  pts3  1.66  pts3 

1  Do  not  apply  Sinbar  on  sugarcane  varieties  or 
soils  that  have  shown  previous  Sinbar  injury. 

2  Use  .75  lb.  where  heavy  johnsongrass  infestations 
are  expected. 

3  4  lbs.  per  gallon  formulations.  Additional  her- 
bicide treatment  should  be  applied  to  control 
winter  weeds  (section  C). 


B.  Preemergence  Control  of 
Itchgrass 

Apply    Treflan,    Trifluralin, 
Tri-4  or  Trilin  at  1.66  pts./A  (all 
soil   types)   and   incorporate    im- 
mediately into  the  soil  to  a  depth 
(Continued  on  page  27) 
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of  about  2"  but  above  the  cane  seed 
pieces.  Additional  herbicidal 
treatments  should  be  applied  to  con- 
trol winter  weeds  (Section  C). 

Note:  The  Trifluralins  will  also  ef- 
fectively control  browntop  panicum 
and  seedling  johnsongrass. 

Preemergence  Control  of  Annual 
Summer  and  Winter  Weeds 

The  following  herbicides  control 
most  annual  grasses  and  broadleaf 
weeds,  but  may  not  control  johnson- 
grass, itchgrass  or  browntop 
panicum. 


All  Soil  Types 

Rate/A 
(30"  band) 


Herbicide 


AAtrex  SOW 
Atrazine  SOW 
Prineep  SOW 
Cotoran  SOW 
Karmex  SOWPi 
AAtrex  4L 
Atrazine  4L 
Prineep  4L 
AAtrex  Nine-O 


1.5  lbs. 
1.5  lbs. 
1.5  lbs. 
1.5  lbs. 
1.5  lbs. 
1.2  qts. 
1.2  qts. 
1.2  qts. 
1.33  lbs. 


^  apply  prior  to  sugarcane  emergence. 

D.  Alternate  Procedure  for  August 
Planted  and/or  Heat  Treated 
Sugarcane 

Generally  heat  treated  cane  is 
lightly  covered  (2"  of  packed  soil). 
Additional  soil  should  be  added  after 
the  cane  is  up  to  a  good  stand.  Where 
additional  soil  is  added,  two  applica- 
tions of  a  herbicide  may  be  needed. 

The  first  treatment  after  plant- 
ing should  be  with  one  of  the  her- 
bicides in  this  guide  at  the  lowest 


rate  suggested.  Do  not  incorporate 
Treflan,  Trifluralin,  Trilin  or  Tri-4 
with  only  a  2"  soil  cover.  For  the  se- 
cond treatment,  after  additional  soil 
is  added,  apply  AAtrex  80 W  at  1.2 
lbs.,  or  Atrazine  4L  at  1.0  qt.,  or 
AAtrex  Nine-0  at  1.1  lbs. 

E.  Supplemental  Practices 

1.  After  herbicides  are  applied  to  the 
drill,  cultivate  the  middles  and 
sides  of  the  row  to  control  weeds. 

2.  Rogue  escaped  rhizome  johnson- 
grass plants. 

3.  Escaped  johnsongrass  may  be  spot 
treated  with  Asulox  at  6-12  pt.  of 
Asulox  in  100  gallons  of  water  or 
apply  Asulox  at  4  pts.  per  acre  on 
a  36"  band.  Add  .25%  nonionic 
surfactant  or  1.0%  crop  oil 
concentrate. 

Weed  Control  for  Cane  Cut  for  Seed 

A.  Control  of  Johnsongrass  and 
Annual  Weeds  in  Cane  Cut  for 
Seed  and  Early  Harvested  Cane 

1.  Preemergence 


Herbicide 


Light 
Soil 


Soil  Type    

Medium    Heavy 
Soil  Soil 


Sencor/ 
Lexone  4L 

Sencor/ 
Lexone  DF 

Sinbar  SOW* 


Rate/A  (30"  Band) 

1.5  pts.    1.5  pts.      1.5  pts. 

1.0  lb.     1.0  lb.        1.0  lb. 
.661b.     .661b.**     .751b. 


*  Do  not  apply  Sinbar  on  sugarcane  varieties  or  on 
soils  that  have  shown  previous  Sinbar  injury. 

**  Use  .75  lb.  where  heavy  johnsongrass  infestations 
are  expected. 

(Continued  on  page  28) 
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2.  Postemergence  (johnsongrass  or  a,  Preemergence* 

itchgrass)  — 

Apply  Asulox  at  4.0  pts/A  (36" 
band)  plus  .25  to  .50%  non-ionic  sur- 
factant or  1.0%  crop  oil  concentrate 
by  volume  to  18"  or  smaller  johnson- 
grass or  6"  or  smaller  itchgrass.  For 
spot  treatment,  turn  boom  on  and  off 
as  necessary. 


Herbicide 


Rate/A 
(36"  band) 


Atrazine  SOW 
Atrazine  4L 


1.25  lbs. 
1.0    lbs. 


B.   Control  of  Winter  Annual  Weeds 

Control  winter  weeds  to  free 
emerging  cane  from  weed  competi- 
tion and  to  provide  a  clean  row  for 
the  application  of  preemergence  her- 
bicides in  the  spring. 

1.  Chemical  Removal 

Preemergence  herbicides 
should  be  applied  in  the  fall  or 
winter. 


Use  of  preemergence  herbicides  may  eliminate 
the  need  to  remove  large  winter  weeds  in  the 
spring  with  phenoxy  herbicides. 


Normal  use  rates  of  herbicides  are 
based  on  amount  of  formulated  product 
for  a  30"  band  on  a  72"  wide  row.  Table 
7  shows  the  amount  of  herbicide  product 
required  to  treat  other  row  widths.  Con- 
versions are  applicable  whether  her- 
bicide rates. are  expressed  in  pounds, 
pints  or  quarts  per  acre. 


Table  7.  Proportionate  Rates  of  Herbicides  Per  Acre  of  Sugarcane  for 
Various  Row  Widths 

Rate  of  Formulated  Herbicide  Product  Per  Acre  in  Pounds,  Pints,  Quarts 

72-inch  row  70-inch  row  68-inch  row  66-inch  row 

30-inch  band  30-inch  band  30-inch  band  30-inch  band 


0.66  (2/3) 

0.68 

0.70 

0.73 

0.75  (3/4) 

0.77 

0.80 

0.82 

0.80 

0.82 

0.85 

0.87 

1.00 

1.03 

1.06 

1.10 

1.25 

1.29 

1.33 

1.36 

1.33 

1.37 

1.41 

1.50 

1.50 

1.55 

1.59 

1.64 

1.66 

1.71 

1.76 

1.81 

2.00 

2.06 

2.12 

2.18 

3.00 

3.09 

3.18 

3.27 

4.00 

4.12 

4.24 

4.36 

*•••••*••••••••*••••••*••••*•••*••••••**•**••• 
FOLLOW  LABEL  DIRECTIONS 
If  herbicides  are  handled  or  applied  improperly,  or  if  unused  portions  are 
not  disposed  of  safely,  they  may  be  injurious  to  humans,  domestic  animals, 
desirable  plants  and  fish  or  other  wildlife,  and  may  contaminate  water 
supplies.  Use  herbicides  only  when  needed,  and  handle  them  with  care. 
Follow  the  directions,  and  heed  all  precautions  on  the  container  label. 
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
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Expected  Weed  Control 

Table  8  lists  expected  degree  of  weed  control  that  should  be  obtained  with  a 
specific  herbicide(s)  on  selected  weeds  under  average  conditions.  Many  factors  such 
as  soil  texture,  moisture,  temperature  and  the  extent  to  which  the  herbicide  spray 
covers  the  weeds  will  affect  the  results  obtained.  These  estimates  are  derived  from 
research  and  experience.  This  information  may  help  you  to  develop  the  most 
effective  control  program  for  the  weeds  on  your  farm. 

Table  8.  Expected  Weed  Control  of  Specific  Herbicides  on  Selected 
Weed  Species. 


Herbicides 
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Planted  Fields 

Preemergence 

Sinbar 

Sencor/Lexone 
Treflan 
Atrazine* 


G-E     P       P       P       P       E     G-E     G       E     G-E 

G-E     P       P       P     F-G     E     G-E     G       E       E 

E       P     G-E     P     G-E     E       P       G       P       P 

PPPPPG-EEGEE 


Postemergence 

Atrazine 
Asulox 


P       P       P       P 
G       G     P-F     P 


P     P-F     F       F       G     F-G 
G       G       P     F-G     P       P 


*  Includes  Karmex,  Cotoran,  Princep 

Control  Rating  Scale 

Poor 
Fair 
Good 
Excellent 


=  less  than  49% 

=  50-69% 

=  70-89% 

=  90-100% 
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Succession  Planting  Sugarcane 
(cane  planted  without  fallow) 

This  information  on  succession 
planting  of  sugarcane  should  not  be 
regarded  as  a  recommendation,  but 
taken  only  as  information  if  growers  in- 
clude succession  planting  in  their  rota- 
tion. The  research  on  succession  plant- 
ing is  continuing  at  the  Central 
Research  Station  at  St.  Gabriel.  Dr.  Ray 
Ricaud  has  conducted  this  research  for 
several  years  and  has  made  available 
the  results.  Of  particular  interest  is  the 
good  yield  increase  response  he  has  ob- 
tained by  the  addition  of  a  complete  fer- 
tilizer at  planting  time  in  the  planting 
furrow  of  succession  cane.  The  yield  in- 
creases, when  comparing  fertilized  vs. 
non-fertilized  succession  cane  at  plant- 
ing, were  substantial  not  only  in  plant 
cane  but  also  in  1st  and  2nd  year  stub- 
ble. (An  increase  in  the  three-year  cane 
cycle  of  17.0  tons  per  acre  was  recorded 
when  a  90-90-90  per  acre  fertilizer  rate 
was  used  at  planting.) 

Although  planting  succession  cane 
is  not  as  yet  a  recommended  practice, 
many  growers,  for  a  number  of  reasons, 
have  done  succession  planting  in  the 
past  and  will  do  succession  planting  in 
the  future.  Since  some  growers  will  be 
doing  succession  planting,  it  is  felt  that 
providing  them  with  the  best  informa- 
tion now  available,  as  a  suggestion, 
would  be  helpful.  Therefore,  the  follow- 
ing are  suggestions  on  the  procedures  to 
use  in  conducting  succession  planting. 

Suggested  Procedure  for  Succession 
Planting  Sugarcane 

(Please    note:    Growers    should    select 

succession  planting  areas  that  do  not 

have    heavy    johnsongrass    on    ber- 

mudagrass  infestations.) 

1.  Shave  stubble  deep.  This  will  divide 

the    stubble    being    plowed    into 

smaller,  more  manageable  pieces. 


2.  Roto-till  rows. 

3.  Subsoil  in  each  row. 

4.  Rebuild  rows  with  disk  chopper. 

5.  Culti-pack  and  then  open  planting 
furrow  15"  to  18"  as  recommended. 

6.  Apply  fertilizer  in  planting  furrow. 
Note:  Until  1991  Dr.  Ricaud  tested 
response  only  from  a  90-90-90  fer- 
tilizer per  acre.  Experiments  con- 
ducted in  1991  by  Dr.  Ricaud 
showed  increased  yields  in  plant 
cane  with  a  45-45-45  and  90-90-90 
per  acre.  The  use  of  fertilizer  at 
planting  time  in  succession  cane  is 
in  addition  to  the  normal  recom- 
mended fertilizer  in  the  spring. 

7.  Plant  seed  cane  and  cover  as 
recommended. 

8.  Pack  rows  after  planting. 

9.  Clean  quarter  drains. 

10.  Apply  preemergence  herbicides  as 
recommended. 

Soil  Insect  Control  at  Planting  Time 

(Reprinted  from  Louisiana  Coopera- 
tive Extension  Publication  No.  1982,  Pest 
Management  of  Sugarcane  Insects.) 

Only  two  crop  conditions  require  use 
of  a  soil  insecticide  in  Louisiana  sugar- 
cane fields  and  usually  only  in  sandy 
soils.  These  are: 

(a)  When  pasture,  turf  or  grass-infected 
land  is  brought  into  cane  production 
for  the  first  time  or  after  being  out 
of  cane  production  for  several  years. 
There  are  usually  enough  grubs  or 
wireworms  already  established  in 
this  type  of  land  to  warrant  a 
preventive  application  of  insecticide 
at  cane  planting  time.  However,  a 
soil  insecticide  application  is  not 
needed  with  the  second  plant  cane 
crop  if  the  field  has  been  kept 
reasonably  free  of  grass  during  the 
ratoon  crops. 

(Continued  on  page  31) 
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(b)  When  cane  fields  are  extremely 
grassy  and  particularly  when  cane 
is  planted  in  a  field  that  was  not 
kept  free  of  heavy  grass  infestation 
when  fallow.  Ongoing  wireworm 
and  white  grub  infestations  will  per- 
sist in  grassy  fields. 

Growers  with  fields  similar  to  the 
ones  described  above  should  consider 
control  measures  for  soil  insects  at 
planting  time.  County  agents  have 
recommendations  on  soil  insect  control. 


Growers  should  be  ever  mindful  of 
those  practices  that  they  can  use  to 
decrease  the  possibility  of  soil  insect 
damage.  The  key  to  successful  manage- 
ment of  most  soil  insect  problems  in 
sugarcane  fields  is  to  plant  healthy  seed 
cane  in  well-drained  land  that  is  free  of 
weeds  and  kept  weed-free  as  much  as 
possible  during  the  ratoon  crops. 

Sugarcane  producers  who  want  ad- 
ditional information  on  the  practices 
covered  in  this  publication  should  con- 
tact their  county  agents. 


Prepared  by  Dalton  P.  Landry,  county  agent  and  coordinator  (Sugarcane  Educational  Pro- 
grams). This  information  was  obtained  from  research  data  by  scientists  at  the  Louisiana 
Agricultural  Experiment  Station,  the  USDA-ARS  Sugarcane  Research  Unit  and  the  American 
Sugar  Cane  League  agronomists  with  consultation  by  Louisiana  Cooperative  Extention 
specialists  in  weed  science  and  entomology  and  county  agents  in  sugarcane  producing  parishes. 
Growers'  comments  were  included. 


IN  THE  FACTORY 

Continued  from  page  12) 
components  would  be  very  difficult  to 
measure  properly.  Two  other  factors  also 
need  to  be  considered,  degree  of  prepara- 
tion and  loss  of  pol  or  brix.  Imagine 
100%  cell  breakage  with  complete 
homogenization  of  the  juice  in  the  cane: 
the  last  expressed  juice  should  then 
have  the  same  composition  as  the  first 
expressed  juice,  but  more  dilute.  Con- 
versely, with  poorly  prepared  cane  with 
the  lower  quality  juice  retained  in  the 
tougher  unbroken  cells,  the  juice  puri- 
ty would  decrease  as  these  cells  become 
broken  through  the  milling  train.  The 
assumption  is  also  made  that  brix  and 
pol  are  conserved,  that  there  is  no  loss 
of  pol  due  to  inversion,  etc.,  or  decrease 
in  measured  brix  due  to  chemical  loss  or 
increase  due  to  solubilization  of  fiber.  As 
mentioned  previously,  the  concept  is 
easy  but,  as  usual,  the  devil  is  in  the 
details. 


The  American 
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League 
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as  a  new 
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Commercial  Members  of  the 

AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE 

OF  THE  U.S.A.,  INC. 


ASHLAND  CHEMICAL 

1109  S.  Choctaw  Dr. 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70815 

ASSUMPTION  BANK  &  TRUST  CO. 
P.O.  Box  398  Napoleonville,  LA  70390 

BROUSSARD,  BUSH  &  HURST,  INC. 

11764  Haymarket  Dr. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70816 

CAMECO  INDUSTRIES,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  968  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

J.I.  CASE 

P.O.  Box  171818 

Memphis,  TN  38187-1818 

THE  CROPMATE  COMPANY 

Fertilizer  Region 
P.O.  Box  28  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

DRAVO  LIME  COMPANY 

Pelican  State  Division 

12797  Scenic  Highway 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70807 

DUPLANTIER,  HRAPMANN, 

HOGAN,  &  MAHER 

Certified  Public  Accountants 

821  Gravier  Suite  1300 

New  Orleans,  Louisiana  70112 

ESTES  REFRACTORY 
P.O.  Box  94  Jeanerette,  LA  70544 

FIRST  COMMERCIAL  BANK 
521  Main  St.  Franklin,  LA  70538 

FIRST  NATIONAL  BANK  OF  HOUMA 
P.O.  Box  6096  Houma,  LA  70361 

FIRST  SOUTH  PCA 
P.O.  Box  667  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

P.O.  Box  10908  New  Iberia,  LA  70562 

GULF  ENGINEERS  &  CONSULTANTS,  INC. 

535  Main  Street 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 

LOUISIANA  CANE  MFG.,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  71  Thibodaux,  LA  70301 


LOUISIANA  NATIONAL  SECURITY  BANK 
P.O.  BOX  108  420  Mississippi  St. 

Donaldsonville,  LA  70346 
12328  Hwy.  44  Gonzales,  LA  70737 

M&L  INDUSTRIES 
1210  St.  Charles  St.  Houma,  LA  70360 

3811  Hwy.  90  East         Broussard,  LA  70518 
5810  Airline  Hwy.     Baton  Rouge,  LA  70805 

NADLER,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  359 

Plaquemine,  LA  70765 

CoBANK 

Jackson  Region 

1800E,  County  Line  Road 

P.O.  Box  16099 

Jackson,  MS  39236 

OUACHITA  FERTILIZER 

Route  7,  Box  49-F 

New  Iberia,  LA  70560 

ST.  MARY  BANK  &  TRUST  CO. 
Franklin,  LA  70538 

SCOTT/GENERAL 

P.O.  Box  340 
Broussard,  LA  70518 

SELF  INSURANCE  ADMINISTRATORS 

P.O.  Box  11509 

New  Iberia,  LA  70562-1509 

A  Member  Company  of  Huval  Insurance  Group 

STANDARD  SUPPLY  &  HARDWARE 

CO.,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  60620         New  Orleans,  LA  70160 

3-D  CHEMICAL,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  607 

St.  Martinville,  LA.  70582 

WESTWAY  TRADING  CORP. 

228  St.  Charles  Ave.,  Suite  700 

New  Orleans,  LA  70130 

WHITNEY  NATIONAL  BANK 
228  St.  Charles  Avenue 
New  Orleans,  LA  70130 
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Best  Values  in  New  Equipment 


After  three  years, 
nothing  matches  the 
MAGNUM  warranty. 


Five  years  or  5,000  hours.  That's 
the  coverage  you  get— at  no  extra 
charge— on  every  new  MAGNUM" 
tractor.  In  fact,  it's  the  same 
warranty*  that  covers  every 
MAGNUM  tractor  ever  built. 

And,  while  the  competition 
offers  an  occasional  free  warranty. 


they  haven't  put  it  on  every 
tractor.  Besides,  only  MAGNUM's 
5-year/5000-hour  warranty  can  be 
fully  transferred  without  a  fee. 
That  gives  the  MAGNUM  tractor's 
already  high  resale  value  another 
boost.  And  it  gives  you  another 
good  reason  to  buy. 


See  us  today  about  an  on-farm 
demonstration.  Once  you  work 
one,  you'll  understand  why 
MAGNUM  means  more  than  ever. 


■Kxcludinx  lirrs,  vvhiili  are  covered  by  llicir 
own  mantilHcturers'  warrarilies.  A  J2(X)  deductible 
applies  to  each  repair  after  the  first  year. 


See  These  Case  IH  Dealers 


Baton  Rouge,  LA 
(504)  357-6453 


Lemann's  Farm  Supply  Inc. 

Thibodaux,  LA 
(504)  447-3776 
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FRANK  MINVIELLE 
KING  SUCROSE  LI 


The  Louisiana  Sugar  Cane  Festival 
and  Fair  Association  has  announced 
that  Mr.  Frank  Minvielle,  a  native  and 
lifelong  resident  of  Jeanerette,  Loui- 
siana, has  been  selected  to  serve  as  King 
Sucrose  LL  The  annual  festival,  which 
highlights  the  presence  and  importance 
of  the  sugar  industry  in  Louisiana,  will 
be  held  in  New  Iberia  September  24 
through  27,  1992. 

Mr.  Minvielle,  graduate  of  St. 
Peter's  College  (now  Catholic  High 
School),  attended  the  University  of 
Southwestern  Louisiana  in  Lafayette, 
Louisiana  majoring  in  Industrial 
Management.  He  has  been  the  manager 
of  the  J  &  L  Engineering  Co.  for  Cameco 
Industries  for  the  past  32  years.  Along 
with  his  son,  Lynn,  he  also  owns  and 


operates  a  700  acre  sugarcane  farming 
business. 

Mr.  Minvielle  presently  serves  as 
President  of  the  Cajun  Sugar  Coopera- 
tive, is  a  member  of  the  American  Sugar 
Cane  League,  and  is  on  the  Board  of 
Directors  of  the  New  Iberia  Bank.  He  is 
also  a  past  president  of  the  Jeanerette 
Chamber  of  Commerce. 

He  and  his  wife,  formerly  Patricia 
Junca,  have  one  daughter,  Malise,  one 
son,  Lynn,  and  two  grandsons. 

The  American  Sugar  Cane  League 
congratulates  Frank  Minvielle  for  being 
selected  as  King  Sucrose  LI. 


Tell  Them  You  Saw  It  In 
THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN 


GOODYEAR 


SPECIAL 
SURE-GRIP  TD-S 


GOODYEAR  TIRES  FOR 
YOUR  CAR,  TRUCK.  FARM 
OR  OFF  HWY.  EQUIPMENT 

NOBODY  FITS  YOU 
LIKE  GOODYEAR 


24  HR.  ROAD  SERVICE 

COMPLETE  AUTOMOTIVE 
CERTIFIED  SERVICE 

TRUCK  TIRE  BALANCE 
AND  ALIGNMENT 


GJIENERAL  ELECTRIC 
AUTHORIZED  DEALER 


SUPER  TRACTION  •  SUPER  STRENQTN 


7:30  AM  -  6:00  PM  MON.  -  FRI. 
7:30  AM  -  1 :00  PM  SAT 
1203  ST.  PATRICK  HWY 
THIBODAUX 

YOUR  ON  FARM  SERVICE  SPECIALIST 


GOODYEAR  AUTO  SERVICE  CENTER 
1  -800-256- 1 269        (504)  447-2696 


THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN 


WASHINGTON  UPDATE  WITH  DON  WALLACE 


CONCLUSION  OF  THE 

NORTH  AMERICAN 

FREE  TRADE  AGREEMENT 

On  August  12,  President  Bush  an- 
nounced the  conclusion  of  negotiations 
surrounding  the  North  American  Free 
Trade  Agreement.  The  announcement 
came  as  no  surprise  to  those  following 
the  trade  talks,  as  rumors  of  the  comple- 
tion of  talks  in  various  sectors  of  the 
agreement  surfaced  in  late  July.  The 
U.S.  offer  on  sugar  was  formally  ac- 
cepted by  the  Mexican  negotiators  on 
July  29. 

There  will  be  four  tariff  phase-out 
periods  available  to  commodities  for 
tariff  reductions:  immediate  removal, 
five-year,  ten-year,  and  fifteen-year 
reduction  periods  with  no  tariffs  in  place 
after  year  fifteen.  Sugar  was  placed  in 
the  category  receiving  the  longest,  or 
fifteen-year,  transition  period.  For  years 
one  through  six,  Mexico's  quota  for  ex- 
port to  the  U.S.  will  remain  at  its  cur- 
rent allocation  of  7,258  metric  tons.  Dur- 
ing these  years,  if  Mexico  becomes  a  net 
exporter  for  one  year  (Mexico  is  current- 
ly a  net-importer  of  sugar),  its  quota  will 
increase  up  to  25,000  metric  tons.  In 
years  seven  through  fifteen,  the  quota 
is  increased  to  150,000  metric  tons,  and, 
if  Mexico  reaches  net-exporter  status  for 
two  consecutive  years,  it  may  ship  all  of 
its  excess  sugar  to  the  U.S.  duty  free. 
After  year  fifteen,  of  course,  there  will 
be  no  tariffs  and  no  restrictions  in  place 
at  our  border  with  Mexico.  The  re-export 
program  will  remain  intact  at  the  MFN 
duty  rate. 

Despite  Administration  claims  that 
they  conferred  with  the  domestic  sugar 
industry  in  executing  President  Bush's 
mandate,  and  that  they  do  indeed  have 
an  agreement  beneficial  to  agriculture 
overall,  the  industry  contends  that  the 
NAFTA  will  undermine  the  current 
sugar  program  and  could  be  incompati- 


ble with  the  GATT.  According  to  House 
Agriculture  Committee  Chairman  Kika 
de  la  Garza,  sugar,  as  well  as  other  Sec- 
tion 22  commodities,  should  be  address- 
ed only  in  the  GATT  negotiations.  He 
stated  the  point  explicitly  prior  to  the 
announcement  of  the  agreement  in  the 
July  28  issue  of  Roll  Call.  "Since  U.S. 
implementation  of  Section  22  is  allow- 
ed under  a  GATT  waiver,  this  is  an  issue 
that  is  more  appropriately  addressed  in 
the  context  of  the  multilateral  Uruguay 
Round,  and  not  in  the  NAFTA  negotia- 
tions. Similarly,  U.S.  sugar  import 
policies  which  affect  other  nations 
besides  Mexico  and  Canada  should  be 
reserved  for  the  Uruguay  Round 
negotiations." 

It  is  thought  at  this  late  date  that 
the  Congress  will  not  vote  on  the  agree- 
ment until  some  time  in  1993  due  to  the 
90-day  congressional  review  period 
before  the  agreement  is  formally  signed. 
In  fact,  the  President  has  not  yet 
notified  Congress  that  he  intends  to 
sign,  since  he  is  awaiting  finalization  of 
the  text.  No  one  knows  what  a  new  ad- 
ministration would  mean  for  the 
agreement. 

GATT  UPDATE 

Not  much  has  changed  with  regard 
to  the  Uruguay  Round  of  GATT  negotia- 
tions. Another  technical  meeting  has 
been  scheduled  for  early  September, 
however  nothing  of  substance  is  ex- 
pected to  occur  prior  to  the  French 
referendum  on  the  Maastricht  Treaty 
scheduled  for  September  20. 

CROP  PRODUCTION  REPORT 

Sugarcane  production  for  sugar  and 
seed  in  1992  is  forecast  at  32.7  million 
tons,  up  eight  percent  from  last  year. 
Louisiana  is  expecting  a  33  percent  in- 

(Continued  on  page  14) 
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FARM  NOTES  By  Dr.  Charley  Richard 

(EDITOR'S  NOTE:  On  August  25  and  26,  1992,  Hurricane  Andrew 
struck  south  Louisiana  and  caused  damage  to  nearly  all  of  the  sugar- 
cane acreage.  The  worst  affected  area  was  in  St.  Mary  Parish.  The  next 
issue  will  have  more  details  on  storm  damage.) 


MECHANICAL  PLANTING  EFFICIENCY  —  MR.  EARL  ROBERTS 


There  seems  to  be  more  and  more  in- 
terest among  cane  growers  in  improving 
the  efficiency  of  mechanical  planters.  In 
order  to  justify  the  cost  of  this  improve- 
ment, members  of  this  industry  should 
examine  the  amount  of  money  that  is  be- 
ing spent  on  the  excessive  seed  used  by 
those  mechanical  planters  which  are  the 
least  efficient.  When  this  loss  is  con- 
sidered, it  quickly  becomes  apparent 
that  an  investment  in  research  and 
development  in  the  area  of  mechanical 
planting  is  not  only  important  but  a 
necessity. 

Available  data  indicates  that  some 
mechanical  planters  in  use  today  can 
deliver  a  planting  rate  that  approx- 
imates a  hand  planting  rate  (approx- 
imately three  to  four  stalks  at  any  one 
spot  in  the  field).  However,  the  more 
commonly  used  mechanical  planters 
place  some  six  to  eight  stalks  at  any  one 
spot  in  the  field.  This  extra  seed  has 
been  shown  to  be  a  waste  and  cost  this 
industry  money.  Too  low  a  planting  rate 
can  hurt  stands  and  also  cost  money  but 
there  is  much  room  for  improvement  in 
most  mechanical  planters  before  one  has 
to  worry  about  too  low  a  planting  rate. 
The  excessive  planting  rate,  probably 
two  to  four  extra  stalks  at  any  one  spot 
in  the  field,  probably  amounts  to  an  ex- 
tra four  tons  of  seed  used  per  acre.  If  a 
ton  of  cane  is  worth  some  $43  to  the  in- 
dustry (both  the  grower  and  processor's 
share)  and  the  industry  plants  half  of  its 
100,000  acres  of  fallow  ground  by 
machine  in  most  years,  this  excessive 
amount  of  seed  cost  the  Louisiana  sugar 
industry  some  $9,000,000  each  and 
every  year.  Even  if  only  half  of  this 
amount  can  be  realized  there  would  still 
be  much  benefit  towards  improving  the 


least  efficient  of  the  currently  used 
mechanical  planters.  As  indicated 
earlier,  there  are  some  of  the  newer 
planters  which  have  reduced  the  plan- 
ting rate  but  the  consistency  of  this  rate 
still  needs  improvement.  The  number  of 
gaps  and  piles  needs  to  be  reduced  so 
that  fixing  of  planted  cane  can  be 
minimized. 

There  are  great  benefits  to  finding 
the  ultimate  cane  planter  and  this  is 
why  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League 
Board  of  Directors  has  dedicated  some 
of  your  financial  resources  towards  the 
development  of  an  improved  cane 
planter.  How  quickly  an  improved 
planter  can  be  developed  is  still  a  ques- 
tion; however,  the  attempt  is  being 
made  by  the  League's  Farm  Machinery 
Committee  to  help  this  industry  recap- 
ture some  of  the  cane  that  is  being  put 
in  the  ground  rather  than  being  ground 
at  the  factory.  As  developments  arise  in 
this  area  the  League  staff  will  keep  you 
informed  so  that  the  latest  technology 
can  be  utilized  to  help  you  remain  as  ef- 
ficient as  possible.  This  author  would  ap- 
preciate input  from  members  of  this  in- 
dustry concerning  improvements  to 
mechanical  planters  and  any  new 
developments  which  you  feel  are  worthy 
of  mention. 

MR.  EARL  ROBERTS 

The  name  of  Earl  Roberts  is  pro- 
bably not  a  very  familiar  name  with 
most  growers  and  even  some  younger 
processors  may  not  be  aware  of  who  he 
is.  However,  everyone  in  this  industry 
should  recognize  what  Mr.  Roberts,  who 
is  currently  79  years  young,  has  accom- 

(Continued  on  page  7) 
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FARM  NOTES     (Continued  from  page  6) 


plished  on  behalf  of  not  only  Louisiana 
but  also  the  world's  sugar  industry. 
He  is  twice  retired,  has  cut  back  his 
work  schedule  to  two  or  three  days  per 
week,  but  still  is  dedicated  to  improving 
the  sugar  industry. 

Mr.  Roberts,  born  on  a  family  farm 
in  Magee,  Mississippi,  graduated  from 
high  school  in  1935  and  then  enrolled  at 
Mississippi  College  at  Clinton,  Ms.  He 
graduated  with  distinction  in  1939  with 
a  major  in  chemistry.  Since  employment 
in  the  chemistry  field  was  difficult  at 
that  time,  he  taught  high  school  and 
after  school  took  a  job  with  the 
Mississippi  Testing  Laboratory  testing 
concrete.  In  1941  he  entered  graduate 
school  at  LSU  and  received  a  M.S. 
degree  in  organic  chemistry  in  1942.  He 
was  then  employed  by  the  USDA's 
Southern  Regional  Research  Center  in 
New  Orleans  and  was  assigned  to  work 
on  cotton  and  peanut  proteins  and  to 
prepare  plywood  glue  which  was  need- 
ed in  the  war  effort  at  that  time.  Several 
papers  and  patents  resulted  from  his 
work.  After  two  years  he  transferred  to 
the  Agricultural  Chemical  Research 
Division  and  there  was  assigned  to  work 
on  processing  problems  with  the  cane 
sugar  industry.  His  first  accomplish- 
ment was  to  develop  a  quantitative 
method  for  aconitic  acid  in  sugar  house 
products  and  then  to  develop  a  commer- 
cial process  for  recovering  aconitic  acid 
from  cane  sugar  molasses.  The  God- 
chaux  Sugar  Company  built  an  aconitic 
acid  recovery  plant  at  Raceland  based 
upon  this  work  which  operated  for 
several  years  at  considerable  profit.  For 
this  work,  Mr.  Roberts  was  awarded  the 
USDA's  Superior  Service  Award  in 
1950.  He  continued  his  research  in 
sugar  by  isolating  and  identifying  non- 
sugars  in  sugarcane,  including  several 
organic  and  amino  acids  and  sugarcane 


protein.  He  is  responsible  for  developing 
the  table  on  "Composition  of  Sugarcane 
&  Juice  Solids"  that  has  appeared  in  the 
Cane  Sugar  Handbook  since  1953.  In 
1965  this  work  on  sugarcane  was  discon- 
tinued and  Mr.  Roberts  was  assigned  to 
work  on  the  structure  of  cotton  cellulose 
until  he  retired  in  1972.  The  day  follow- 
ing his  retirement  he  was  hired  by  Dr. 
Frank  Carpenter  to  work  for  the  Cane 
Sugar  Refining  Research  Project,  Inc. 
His  first  assignment  was  on  acid 
beverage  floe  and  he  continued  to  study 
the  characteristics  of  the  polysac- 
charides. A  quantitative  method  for 
determining  total  polysaccharides 
resulted  from  this  work.  Mr.  Robert's 
background  in  polysaccharides  led  to  his 
developing  a  specific  method  for  dextran 
analysis  in  sugarcane  products  which  is 
now  the  official  AOAC  method  for  a 
quantitative  analysis  for  dextran  in  raw 
cane  sugar. 

In  1981,  the  Cane  Sugar  Refining 
Research  Project  Inc.  was  reorganized  as 
Sugar  Processing  Research  Inc.  (S.P.R.I.) 
with  Dr.  Margaret  Clarke  as  Managing 
Director.  Sugarbeet  companies  began  to 
support  the  group  and  at  that  time  Mr. 
Roberts  expertise  on  plant  sugars  and 
polysaccharides  was  utilized  in  beets  as 
well  as  cane.  During  his  career,  Mr. 
Roberts  has  published  more  than  100 
papers  and  has  a  half  dozen  patents.  At 
the  present  time,  Mr.  Roberts  works  on- 
ly a  couple  of  days  per  week  but  current- 
ly spends  his  time  working  on  a  project 
which  uses  ground  bagasse  as  a  filter  to 
remove  color  and  cloudiness  from  cane 
sugar  juices. 

On  July  20  of  this  year  a  celebration 
was  held  at  the  USDA  Southern 
Research  Laboratory  honoring  Earl 
Roberts  for  50  years  of  service  (30  years 
with  USDA  and  20  with  SPRI).  This 
(Continued  on  page  15) 
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STORM  WATER  REGULATIONS  UPDATE 


By  James  F. 

On  August  7,  1992  in  New  Orleans, 
Louisiana,  the  United  States  En- 
vironmental Protection  Agency  (EPA) 
held  a  workshop  on  stormwater  dis- 
charge associated  with  industrial  ac- 
tivities. This  opportunity  to  confer  with 
EPA  officials  was  most  welcome  because 
of  the  approaching  deadline  of  October 
1,  1992  for  existing  industries,  including 
sugar  mills,  to  submit  applications  to 
EPA  for  stormwater  discharge  permits. 
New  industrial  establishments,  and  any 
construction  project  on  a  site  larger  than 
five  acres,  must  apply  for  stormwater 
discharge  permits  before  initiating 
construction. 

The  October  1, 1992  deadline  for  ap- 
plication submittal  is  an  extension  from 
the  previous  (statutory)  deadline  of 
November  16,  1991.  It  is  unlikely  that 
the  deadline  will  again  be  extended, 
because  EPA  recently  was  on  the  losing 
end  of  a  court  challenge  by  environmen- 


Coerver,  RE. 

talists  (the  Natural  Resources  Defense 
Council)  and  was  reprimanded  for  exten- 
ding the  statutory  deadline  (unlawfully 
according  to  the  U.S.  Ninth  District 
Court).  Environmentalists  have  thus 
established  that  a  statutory  deadline 
cannot  be  extended  even  if  it  is  impossi- 
ble to  meet. 

Sugar  cane  farmers  should  be  inter- 
ested in  this  new  stormwater  discharge 
control  program,  not  so  much  because  it 
represents  an  additional  operating  cost 
for  cane  millers  and  sugar  refiners  but 
for  what  this  and  similar  environmen- 
tal initiatives  portend  for  farm  opera- 
tions. Federal  reports  cited  at  the  recent 
conference  indicate  that  52.8  percent  of 
quality  degradation  of  the  nation's 
rivers  is  caused  by  agricultural  and 
silvicultural  activities  whereas  only  8.1 
percent  of  the  degradation  is  attributed 
to  stormwater  runoff  (see  pie  chart). 
(Continued  on  page  16) 


I  Rivers:  Causes  of  Use  Impairment 


Silvicuiture 


Land  Disposal 
Construction 


Mining 


Agriculture 


^EPA 


Industrial 


Municipal 


Percent: 

Storm  Sewer  -  8.1 
Mining  - 10.7 
Construction  -  4.3 
Land  Disposal  -  3.2 
Silviculture  -  6.8 
Agriculture  -  46 
Municipal  - 12.5 
Industrial  -  6.9 
CSO-1.3 
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CLASSIFIED  ADS 

Wanted:  International  or  John  Deere  Hi-Crop  Tractors.  Any  age!  Any  condition!  Call  1-800-738-2263. 

For  Sale:  71 00  Single  Row  Cameco  Harvester;  1 066  Int'l  Low-clear  Tractor;  4  Davis  Wagons.  Call 
(504)  545-3856  or  (504)  545-3479. 

For  Sale:  1  -  J&L  S-18  Cane  Harvester  with  3304  Caterpillar  engine.  Harvester  cut  90  acres  of 
cane  per  year  —  low  hours;  1  -  Thomson  flex  boonn  cane  loader  mounted  on  D-17  ;  Self  propelled 
front  end  loader  powered  by  John  Deere  engine.  Contact  Fred  Pierce,  Sr.,  Lockport,  LA  or  call 
(504)  532-3457  between  11  a.m.  and  1  p.m.  or  after  6  p.m.  (No  Collect  Calls) 


For  Sale:  Cameco  2-row  Harvester  300  hrs  on  engine  cab  &  air.  1  season  left  on  warranty  on  engine. 
1  9170  Deutz  front  wheel  assist  tractor  1,400  hrs.  Warranty  still  on  tractor.  Call  (318)  229-4988 


For  Sale:  3  Cane  Carts  -  Double  Axle,  12.5  -  13.5  Tons  Capacity;  Dump  Wagons,  New  Grader 
Tires.  Call  Steve  at  (504)  627-5079  or  (504)  627-5997. 


For  Sale:  John  Deere  TW  18'  Tandem  Disc,  with  24"  blades,  Excellent  Condition,  Field  Ready 
-  $2,500.  2  Thomson  Hercules  Cane  Loader  Mounted  on  Allis  Chalmers  D1 9  Tractor,  Good  Condi- 
tion -  $5,000.  Call  John  Falcon  at  (504)  473-7169  or  (504)  473-6162. 


For  Sale:  2  Transfer  Carts  without  axles.  Call  Triple  V  Farm  (31 8)  856-5609  office  or  (31 8)  856-7948 
home. 

For  Sale:  1971  LI  6  J&L  Self  Propelled  Field  Loader.  Good  running  condition  -  $5,500.  Call  (504) 
335-0258  or  (504)  627-9641  after  6  p.m. 


For  Sale:  10,000  Bushel  Bin  with  blower,  loading  and  unloading  augars.  2  -  6,000  Gal.  Anhydrous 
Ammonia  Tanks.  Call  (504)  265-4244. 


Wanted:  Assistant  Farm  Manager  for  Sugarcane  Farm  in  Pointe  Coupee  Parish.  Some  Welding 
and  Mechanical  ability  helpful.  Salary  based  on  ability.  Call  (504)  627-5341. 


For  Sale:  JD  1630  discs,  IH  AV  Tractor,  AC  Tractor  and  discs,  D-17  Tractor,  D-C-S  Tractor  and 
discs,  D-4  Cat  Dozer,  H-D-16  Power  Shift,  D-D  Grader,  D-6  or  7  Dozer,  Case  16'  flat  discs,  4', 
5',  and  6'  Bushhogs,  4', 5',  and  6'  Box  Blades,  2  -  IH  Cubs,  IH  Backhoe  and  Front  End  Loader. 
Will  Take  Trade.  Call  (318)  364-1812  ask  for  Carl. 


For  Sale:  1973  Int'l  Truck  with  903  Cummins  Engine  and  10  speed  transmission  (CO4070);  ST 
225  Bearcat  III  Steiger  4WD  with  24.5  x  32  tires  and  Cat  III  Quick  Hitch,  Cab  and  Air;  Zeringue 
Rotary  Ditcher;  15'  KT  Tandem  disc;  C-266  Bantam  Escavator  -  long  undercarriage,  Rotobec  360° 
swival  grab,  and  extended  boom.  Call  (504)  545-8429. 


For  Sale:  1-806  Int'l  Hi-Clearance  Tractor  —  Excellent  Condition.  Call  Sidney  Andras  at  (504) 
446-1129. 


For  Sale:  Field  Ready  Thomson  Harvester,  Model  H-11-100  with  3304  Cat  Engine.  Good  condi- 
tion. $6,000.  Call  (504)  369-6492. 


For  Sale:  2-HiCrop  4230's;  1-210C  Prentice  Transloader.  Call  (504)  785-1078  Night  Only. 


For  Sale:  4430  Hi-Crop,  IH  1 086  Hi-Crop,  IH  1 066  with  Dual  Wheels,  2  IH  1 466,  JD  4630,  2  Rayne 
Plane  Land  Levelers,  1  J&L  Landeleveler,  Several  Sets  of  Choppers  (Disc  Harrow).  Call  (318) 
276-6230.  

For  Sale:  1983  Prentice  Model  180  with  Rebuilt  Grapple  and  Engine,  Mounted  on  Ford  9000  Tandem 
Truck.  All  Painted  and  Detailed.  $37,500.  Contact  George  Landry,  Scott/General,  Broussard,  LA 
(318)837-2907.  

For  Sale:  1979  John  Deere  Model  690B  Hydraulic  Excavator,  Reconditioned  and  Painted.  $23,900. 
Contact  George  Landry,  Scott/General,  Broussard,  LA  (318)  837-2907. 
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IN  THE  FACTORY 

Stephen  J.  Clarke 

Audubon  Sugar  Institute 

Louisiana  Agricultural  Experiment  Station 

EQUIPMENT  PERFORMANCE 


We  are  all  familiar  with  the 
machinery  in  use  in  the  raw  sugar  fac- 
tories and  the  need  for  maximum  per- 
formance from  such  equipment. 
However,  it  is  more  difficult  to  assess 
the  actual  performance  and  to  make 
changes  necessary  to  improve  perfor- 
mance. Several  papers  related  to  this 
subject  were  presented  at  the  recent 
meeting  of  the  Australian  Society  of 
Sugar  Cane  Technologists. 

The  need  for  good  cane  preparation 
to  maximize  mill  throughput  and  ex- 
traction is  well  established  and  this  is 
best  achieved  by  the  use  of  heavy  duty 
shredders.  High  levels  of  cell  breakage 
are  necessary  for  the  juice  to  be  easily 
released  in  the  mill  (or  diffuser).  Since 
the  shredder  is  an  integral  part  of  the 
milling  train,  the  evenness  of  its  perfor- 
mance is  critical  to  good  operation.  The 
use  of  feeder  rolls  for  billeted,  or  knif- 
ed, cane  has  been  tried  as  a  means  of 
enhancing  the  shredder  performance. 
Another  advantage  of  such  feeder  rolls 
is  that  the  cane  above  the  rolls  should 
reduce  the  noise  produced  by  the  shred- 
der. A  paper  by  Flanders,  Hornblow  and 
Loughran,  entitled  "Performance  of 
Feed  Rolls  on  Heavy  Duty  Shredders", 
describes  recent  developments  in  this 
area. 

At  the  two  factories  under  study  the 
primary  control  signal  is  from  the  first 
mill  chute  height  (the  first  mill  being 
run  at  constant  speed)  which  is  used  to 
control  the  prepared  cane  elevator 
speed,  which  is  then  used  to  control 
shredder  feed  roll  speed.  The  height  of 


billet  cane  in  the  shredder  hopper  is  con- 
trolled by  adjusting  the  speed  of  the  cane 
carriers.  The  paper  gives  some  details  of 
experimental  work  on  the  system  and 
draws  several  conclusions  about  capaci- 
ty and  power  consumption.  At  grinding 
rates  of  450  tph,  an  absorbed  power  of 
less  than  30  kw  appears  to  be  required. 
There  is  some  discussion  of  the  need  to 
study  the  optimum  geometry  of  the 
system.  Feeder  rolls  assist  in  smoothing 
the  flow  of  cane  into  the  shredder,  with 
the  benefits  of  less  wear  on  the  shred- 
der and  smoother  flow  of  prepared  cane 
into  the  milling  tandem.  One  implica- 
tion of  this  work  is  that  the  application 
of  feeder  rolls  to  older,  smaller  diameter  | 
and  lower  speed  shredders,  may  improve 
the  preparation  and  throughput  of  these 
machines. 

One  of  the  more  interesting  recent 
developments  in  continuous  centrifugal 
technology  is  the  Superfugal,  developed 
in  Australia  after  some  fundamental 
study  of  the  basic  characteristics  of  bowl 
design,  massecuite  flow,  etc.  A  major 
question  is  how  the  performance  of  dif- 
ferent machines  is  assessed  and  an  ap- 
proach to  this  is  described  by  Grieg, 
White  and  Murry.  The  purpose  of  the 
centrifugal  is  to  separate  crystals  from 
molasses,  but  this  simple  statement  can 
be  broken  down  into  several  discrete 
mechanisms.  The  first  is  the  filtration 
of  the  molasses  through  the  crystals  and 
this  continues  until  the  crystal  becomes 
exposed.  The  next  stage  is  drainage  of 
the  molasses  film  attached  to  the 
(Continued  on  page  23) 
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Sugarcane  Outfield  Variety  Triais 
In  Louisiana  During  1990 

K.L.  Quebedeauxi,  h.P.  Schexnayder2,  D.D.  Garrison^, 
W.R.  Jackson^,  and  H.L.  Waguespack^ 


INTRODUCTION 

The  13  year  Louisiana  Sugarcane 
Variety  Program  culminates  with  the 
outfield  variety  trials  which  are  con- 
ducted cooperatively  at  13  locations 
throughout  the  sugarcane  belt  by  the 
Louisiana  Agricultural  Experiment  Sta- 
tion, the  United  States  Department  of 
Agriculture-Agricultural  Research  Ser- 
vice, and  the  American  Sugar  Cane 
League.  The  purpose  of  these  trials  is  to 
test  and  identify  varieties  for  commer- 
cial production.  In  1990,  7  varieties  in 
the  plant-cane,  3  in  the  first  stubble,  and 
2  in  the  second-stubble  crop  were  com- 
pared to  6  commercial  varieties  (CP 
65-357,  CP  70-321,  CP  74-383,  CP 
79-318,  LCP  82-89,  and  CP  72-370  or  CP 
76-331)  at  the  13  sites. 

SEASONAL  CONDITIONS 

The  Louisiana  sugarcane  industry 
experienced  one  of  the  most  severe 
freezes  of  the  twentieth  century  during 
the  period  of  December  22-26,  1989. 
Temperatures  of  8-10°F  were  recorded 
with  freezing  temperatures  remaining 
for  over  60  hours.  Soils  in  sugarcane 
fields  in  the  northern  parishes  of  the  in- 
dustry froze  to  depths  ranging  from  3  to 
5  inches.  Compounding  the  severe  freeze 
was  the  excessive  rainfall  during  the 
first  3  months  of  1990  (5).  The  majority 
of  the  second-  and  third-stubble  crops  in 
the  industry  were  devastated  by  the 


freeze  and  had  to  be  plowed  out  in  the 
spring  and  replanted.  Severity  of 
damage  depended  on  soil  type,  variety, 
and  farm  location.  These  conditions  ac- 
counted for  the  loss  of  half  of  the  outfield 
trials  and  generally  lowered  yields  of  all 
remaining  trials. 

EXPERIMENTAL  PROCEDURES 

Three  replications  of  each  variety 
were  planted  in  3  row  plots  32  feet  long 
with  a  5  foot  pathway  separating  plots. 
A  randomized  complete  block  design 
was  used  at  each  location.  The  number 
of  millable  stalks  in  all  plots  were 
counted  in  August  and  September.  All 
trials  were  harvested  mechanically,  and 
weighed  unburnt  with  a  tractor- 
mounted  hydraulic  weigh  rig  (1).  A  sam- 
ple containing  15  randomly  selected 
stalks  was  taken  from  each  plot  and  sent 
to  the  USDA  juice  quality  lab  at  the 
Ardoy ne  Farm  for  determination  of  Brix 
and  Sucrose  content. 

Procedure  for  determining  yield  of 
sugar  per  acre,  net  tons  of  cane  per  acre, 
sugar  per  ton  (TRS),  number  of  millable 
stalks  per  acre,  and  mean  stalk  weight 
are  published  (2,  4).  Significant  dif- 
ferences were  determined  by  using 
Waller-Duncan's  Bayesian  k-ratio  t-test 
(k-ratio-100;  1,  roughly  corresponding  to 
P=0.05). 

(Continued  on  page  12) 


1  Research  Associate,  Louisiana  State  University  Agricultural  Center,  Iberia  Research  Station,  Jeanerette, 
LA  70544. 

2  Research  Associate,  Louisiana  State  University  Agricultural  Center,  St.  Gabriel  Research  Station,  St. 
Gabriel,  LA  70776. 

3  Agronomist,  USDA-Agricultural  Research  Service,  Sugarcane  Research  Unit,  Houma,  LA  70361 
"^  Agronomist,  American  Sugar  Cane  League  of  the  U.S.A.,  Inc.,  Thibodaux,  LA  70301 
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Sugarcane  Outfield  Variety  Trials    (Continued  from  page  ii) 


RESULTS 

Table  1  lists  outfield  test  locations 
by  soil  type  and  crop.  Dates  of  planting 
and  harvest  are  presented  for  each 
location. 

The  combined  analyses  of  the  yield 
data  from  all  locations  are  reported  in 
Tables  2  through  7,  and  are  grouped  by 
soil  type  and  crop.  Varieties  are  listed 
in  descending  order  by  yield  of  sugar  per 
acre.  In  the  comparison  of  the  yield 
results,  CP  70-321,  which  was  planted 
on  39%  of  the  State's  acreage  in  1990  (3), 
is  used  as  the  standard  variety  and  is 
underlined  in  each  table. 


LIGHT  TEXTURED  SOIL 

Plant-cane  crop:  (Table  2)  Plant-cane 
yields  were  obtained  at  4  light  textured 
soil  locations.  Only  CP  84-730  was 
significantly  higher  than  CP  70-321  in 
yield  of  sugar  per  acre.  Its  yield  is  depen- 
dent primarily  from  its  TRS  and  stalk 
weight  and  not  stalk  population. 

No  variety  was  significantly  dif- 
ferent from  CP  70-321  in  tons  of  cane  per 
acre.  In  TRS,  CP  84-730  was  significant- 
ly higher  than  CP  70-321  while  CP 
85-845,  CP  74-383,  LCP  85-336,  LCP 
82-89  and  LHo  83-153  were  significant- 
ly lower  than  CP  70-321. 

CP  84-730  produced  significantly 
heavier  stalks  than  CP  70-321,  while 
LCP  85-384,  CP  85-845,  CP  82-551,  LHo 
83-153,  and  LCP  85-376  produced  stalks 
which  were  significantly  lower  in 
weight  than  CP  70-321. 

For  stalk  population,  LCP  85-384, 
CP  85-845,  CP  82-551,  and  LHo  83-153 
were  significantly  higher  than  CP 
70-321. 

First-stubble  crop:  (Table  3)  First-stubble 
results  represent  the  average  response 
from  5  light  textured  soil  locations.  For 
yield  of  sugar  per  acre  LHo  83-153  was 
significantly  higher  CP  70-321,  while 


LCP  82-89  and  CP  65-357  were 
significantly  lower  than  CP  70-321.  The 
yield  for  LHo  83-153  resulted  from  an  in- 
crease in  cane  yields  which  was  also 
reflected  by  increases  in  stalk  popula- 
tions. The  increases  in  tonnage  offset 
the  lower  TRS  values  while  increases  in 
stalk  population  offset  the  lower  stalk 
weights  observed  in  LHo  83-153. 

For  tons  of  cane  per  acre,  LHo 
83-153,  CP  82-551,  and  CP  74-383  were 
significantly  higher  than  CP  70-321 
while  CP  65-357  was  significantly  lower 
than  CP  70-321. 

Only,  CP  84-730  produced 
significantly  more  sugar  per  ton  than 
CP  70-321  while  LHo  83-153,  CP  82-551, 
CP  74-383,  CP  79-318,  LCP  82-89,  and 
CP  65-357  produced  significantly  less 
sugar  per  ton  than  CP  70-321. 

For  stalk  weight,  no  variety  was 
significantly  higher  than  CP  70-321 
while  LHo  83-153,  CP  82-551,  CP 
74-383,  and  LCP  82-89  were  significant- 
ly lower  than  CP  70-321. 

For  stalk  population,  LHo  83-153, 
CP  82-551,  CP  74-383,  and  LCP  82-89 
were  significantly  higher  than  CP 
70-321,  while  CP  65-357  was  significant- 
ly lower  than  CP  70-321. 

Second-stubble  crop:  (Table  4)  For  the  2 
locations  harvested,  no  variety  was 
significantly  different  from  CP  70-321  in 
yield  of  sugar  per  acre,  tons  of  cane  per 
acre,  TRS,  and  stalk  weight. 

For  stalk  population,  CP  82-551, 
LHo  83-153,  and  CP  74-383  were 
significantly  higher  than  CP  70-321. 

HEAVY  TEXTURED 
SOIL  RESULTS 

Plant-cane  crop:  (Table  5)  Plant-cane 
yields  of  5  heavy  textured  soil  locations. 
CP  84-730  and  LCP  85-384  were 
significantly   higher  than  CP  70-321 

(Continued  on  page  13) 
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Sugarcane  Outfield  Variety  Trials    (Continued  from  page  12) 


while  CP  82-551  and  LCP  85-376  were 
significantly  lower  than  CP  70-321  in 
sugar  per  acre. 

For  tons  of  cane  per  acre,  LCP 
85-384  was  significantly  higher  than  CP 
70-321. 

For  TRS,  CP  84-730  was  significant- 
ly higher  than  CP  70-321  while  CP 
85-845,  LHo  83-153,  CP  74-383,  CP 
82-551,  and  LCP  85-376  were 
significantly  lower  than  CP  70-321. 

For  stalk  weight,  CP  84-730  was 
significantly  higher  than  CP  70-321 
while  LCP  85-384,  CP  85-845,  LHo 
83-153,  CP  82-551,  and  LCP  85-376  were 
significantly  lower  than  CP  70-321. 

For  stalk  population,  LCP  85-384, 
CP  85-845,  LHo  83-153,  and  CP  82-551 
were  significantly  higher  than  CP 
70-321. 

First-stubble  crop:  (Table  6)  First-stubble 
results  represents  the  average  response 
from  2  locations  on  heavy  textured  soil. 
In  yield  of  sugar  per  acre  CP  65-357  was 
significantly  lower  than  CP  70-321. 

For  tons  of  cane  per  acre,  no  variety 
significantly  differed  from  CP  70-321. 

For  TRS,  CP  84-730  was  significant- 
ly higher  than  CP  70-321  while  CP 
74-383,  LHo  83-153,  CP  82-551,  and  CP 
65-357  were  significantly  lower  than  CP 
70-321. 

For  stalk  weight,  CP  65-357  was 
significantly  higher  than  CP  70-321. 

For  stalk  population,  no  variety  was 
significantly  different  than  CP  70-321. 

Second-stubble  crop:  (Table  7)  Second- 
stubble  responses  represents  the 
aver  age  in  yields  from  2  heavy  textured 
locations.  For  yield  of  sugar  per  acre,  CP 
79-318,  LHo  83-153,  and  CP  82-551  were 
significantly  higher  than  CP  70-321. 

For  tons  of  cane  per  acre,  CP  79-318, 
LHo  83-153,  CP  82-551  and  CP  74-383 


were  significantly  higher  than  CP 
70-321. 

For  TRS  and  stalk  weight,  no  varie- 
ty differed  significantly  from  CP  70-321. 

For  stalk  population,  LHo  83-153 
and  CP  82-551  were  significantly  higher 
than  CP  70-321. 

DISCUSSION 

Unreleased  varieties:  Yield  data  were  ob- 
tained in  the  plant-cane  crop  for  LCP 
85-336,  LCP  85-376,  LCP  85-384,  CP 
85-845,  CP  84-730,  LHo  83-153,  and  CP 
82-551;  in  the  first-  stubble  crop  for  CP 
84-730,  LHo  83-153,  and  CP  82-551;  and 
in  the  second-stubble  crop  for  LHo 
83-153  and  CP  82-551.  For  the  plant- 
cane  crop,  CP  84-730  produced  more 
sugar  per  acre  than  CP  70-321  on  light 
soils.  The  increased  yield  primarily 
resulted  from  increases  in  TRS  and  stalk 
weight  and  not  increases  in  stalk 
population.  On  heavy  textured  soils,  CP 
84-730  and  LCP  85-384  were  significant- 
ly higher  than  CP  70-321  in  sugar  per 
acre  and  CP  82-551  and  LCP  85-376 
were  significantly  lower.  Again,  in- 
creases in  TRS  and  stalk  weight  ac- 
counted for  the  increase  in  CP  84-370. 
For  LCP  85-384,  the  increase  resulted 
primarily  from  increases  in  stalk 
population. 

On  light  textured  soil,  LHo  83-153 
was  significantly  higher  than  CP  70-321 
in  yield  of  sugar  per  acre  in  first-stubble 
tests.  The  yield  increase  resulted 
primarily  from  an  increase  in  tonnage 
which  was  the  result  of  higher  stalk 
populations.  On  heavy  textured  soil,  no 
variety  was  significantly  different  from 
CP  70-321. 

No  variety  was  significantly  dif- 
ferent from  CP  70-321  in  second-stubble 
tests  on  light  textured  soil.  On  heavy 

(Continued  on  page  18) 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE 

crease  in  production.  Hawaii  and  Texas 
are  expecting  production  increases  of 
three  percent  and  eight  percent,  respec- 
tively. Florida  is  expecting  a  two  percent 
reduction  in  production.  The  U.S. 
harvested  acreage  is  expected  to  total 
952,000  acres,  up  six  percent  from  1991. 
All  states  except  Hawaii  recorded 
acreage  increases.  The  forecasted  yield 
of  34.3  tons  per  acre  is  up  0.6  ton  from 
a  year  earlier. 

Excellent  growing  conditions  have 
been  reported  in  Louisiana.  Average 
yields,  at  26.0  tons  per  acre,  are  up  3.9 
tons  from  a  year  earlier.  (See  chart 
below) 

The  sugarbeet  production  forecast  of 
29.2  million  tons,  is  four  percent  above 
a  year  ago  and  six  percent  above  two 
years  ago.  Harvested  acres  are  expected 
to  be  two  percent  above  the  previous 
year.  Michigan,  Minnesota,  and  Texas 
show  the  largest  production  increases, 
while  North  Dakota  showed  the  largest 
decrease.  The  area  expected  to  be 
harvested,  of  1.41  million  acres  com- 
pares with  1.39  million  acres  last  year. 


(Continued  from  page  5) 

Average  yield  is  forecast,  at  20.7  tons 
per  acre,  0.5  ton  more  than  a  year 
earlier. 

NINTH  ANNUAL  ASA  SWEETENER 
SYMPOSIUM  HELD  IN  MAUI,  HAWAII 

Cane  and  beet  sugar  and  corn 
sweetener  industry  representatives 
numbering  over  300  attended  the  ninth 
annual  American  Sugar  Alliance 
Sweetener  Symposium  at  the  Hyatt 
Regency  on  Kaanapali  Beach  August 
8-13. 

Many  excellent  speakers  and 
respondents  formed  a  program  that  was 
both  diverse  and  informative.  During 
the  business  sessions,  topics  ranged 
from  domestic  sugar  policy  questions  to 
international  trade  issues,  with  special 
emphasis  on  the  NAFTA.  The  theme  of 
the  Symposium,  "Sweeteners  in  a 
Changing  World,"  was  addressed  by 
keynote  speakers  such  as  Governor 
George  Sinner  of  North  Dakota  as  well 
as  Senator  Daniel  Inouye  (D-HI), 
(Continued  on  page  15) 


SUGARCANE  FOR  SUGAR  AND  SEED:  AREA  HARVESTED,  YIELD,  AND  PRODUCTION, 
BY  STATE,  AND  UNITED  STATES,  1990-1991  AND  FORECASTED  AUGUST  1,  1992 


AREA  HARVESTED 

YIELD 

PRODUCTION^ 

STATE 

1991 

1992 

1991 

1992 

1990 

1991 

1992 

1,000  > 

\CRES 

TO 

NS 

1 

,000  TON 

S 

FL 

443.0 

450.0 

34.9 

33.5 

15,407 

15,461 

15,075 

HI 

74.0 

72.0 

81.9 

87.0 

6,723 

6,063 

6,264 

LA 

345.0 

390.0 

22.1 

26.0 

5,056 

7,620 

10,140 

TX 

34.9 

40.0 

31.8 

30.0 

950 

1,110 

1,200 

US 

896.9 

952.0 

33.7 

34.3 

28,136 

30,254 

32,679 

1    NET  TONS. 

Crop  Production 
August  1992 


Agricultural  Statistics  Board 
MASS,  USDA 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE 


(Continued  from  page  14) 


Senator  Daniel  Akaka  (D-HI),  and 
Senator  Kent  Conrad  (D-ND).  The  three 
senators  spoke  to  the  conference  via 
sateUite  from  Washington,  D.C.,  as  Con- 
gress was  still  in  session.  League 
Manager  Pete  deGravelles  was  on  hand 
to  introduce  Governor  Sinner  who  spoke 
poignantly  of  the  United  States'  grave 
economic  situation.  All  speeches  and 
panels  were  followed  by  provocative 
question  and  answer  sessions. 

Many  attendees  were  able  to  par- 
ticipate in  a  Hawaiian  sugar  industry 
tour  sponsored  by  the  Hawaiian  Com- 


FARM  NOTES 

(Continued  from  page  6) 

author  was  fortunate  enough  to  be  pre- 
sent and  had  the  privilege  of  delivering 
a  few  remarks  on  behalf  of  the  American 
Sugar  Cane  League  for  an  outstanding 
individual  who  has  dedicated  his  life  to 
the  betterment  of  the  sugar  industry. 
We  congratulate  Mr.  Roberts,  his  wife, 
children  and  grandchildren  on  such  an 
outstanding  career  which  has  now 
started  on  its  second  half-century. 


mercial  &  Sugar  Company.  Participants 
toured  a  mill  and  viewed  field  operation 
while  learning  about  Hawaii's  rich 
history  as  it  is  linked  to  the  sugar 
industry. 


NAFTA  NEGOTIATOR 
RESIGNS  FROM  USDA 

Cleveland  Marsh  of  the  Department 
of  Agriculture's  Foreign  Agricultural 
Service,  and  one  of  the  team  of  U.S. 
negotiators  for  the  NAFTA,  resigned  in 
early  August.  Wire  stories  on  August  6 
announced  that  Marsh  is  leaving  USDA 
to  take  a  position  as  a  sugar  buyer  for 
Kraft  Foods. 


CroDmate 


JEANERETTE,  LOUISIANA 

Highway  182,  West 

318/276-5051 


THIBODAUX,  LOUISIANA 

805  St.  Patrick  Highway 

504/447-4081 

NEW  ROADS,  LOUISIANA 

State  Highways  415  &  44 

Patin  Dyke  Road 

504/638-8343 


WANTED:  JD  &  l-H  Tractors  for  Parts 
Any  Age  or  Condition. 


New,  Used  and  Rebuilt  Hi  Crop  and  Row 
Crop  Tractor  Parts,  Tires,  Rebuilt  Clutches, 
Crank  Shafts,  Injector  Pumps  and  More. 
Also  Any  Hard-To-Find  Parts.  We  Buy 
Farm  Equipment  &  Salvage  Tractors. 


Toll  Free 
1-800-738-2263 
(318)276-3453 
(318)  276-6230 


Cane  Tractor  Parts 


Hwy.  90 
Jeanerette,  LA 
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STORM  WATER  REGULATIONS 

Pollutant  discharges  from  municipal- 
ities and  factories  have  been  reduced 
significantly  in  recent  years,  but  water 
quality  standards  for  the  nation's 
streams  have  not  been  met.  When  it 
becomes  obvious  that  these  new  controls 
on  stormwater  discharges  will  not  cause 
the  idealistic  water  quality  standards 
demanded  by  the  environmentalists  to 
be  achieved,  who  will  be  the  next  target 
for  Federal  water  pollution  control 
programs? 

Some  sugar  mills  have  or  will  have 
all  of  the  storm  water  runoff  from  the 
yards  and  grounds  at  the  factory  site  col- 
lected and  discharged  via  a  monitored 
and  reported  outfall  point  as  authorized 
by  an  existing  NPDES  discharge  per- 
mit. These  mills  are  not  affected  by  the 
October  deadline,  but  will  need  to  ad- 
dress storm  water  issues  when  the  five 


(Continued  from  page  8) 

year  term  of  the  NPDES  permit  expires 
and  must  be  renewed. 

In  regard  to  meeting  the  October  1, 
1992  deadline,  sugar  mills  that  have 
unpermitted  stormwater  runoff  from  the 
plant  site  now  have  only  two  options  — 
apply  for  individual  stormwater 
discharge  permits  or  file  a  Notice  of  In- 
tent (NOD  to  be  covered  by  a  stormwater 
discharge  "General  Permit"  to  be  issued 
by  the  EPA  pursuant  to  Regulations  ex- 
pected to  be  published  "soon."  Prepara- 
tion of  the  application  for  individual 
stormwater  discharge  permit  requires  a 
great  deal  of  sampling  and  analysis 
work  during  rainstorm  conditions,  map- 
ping and  other  technical  data  prepara- 
tion. Filing  a  NOI  is  a  very  simple 
procedure. 

There   was   some   good   news   pre- 

(Continued  on  page  17) 


Landini  Tractors 
2  &  4  Wheel  Drive 
42  -  145  HP. 
Low  or  High  Clearance 


M.  J.  NAQUIN,  INC 

A  G  POWER  &  MACHINERY 

205  ARMS  ST. 

THIBODAUX,  LOUISIANA  70301 

(504)  447-3296 


Mfg.  of  Sugar  Cane 
3-Row  Cultivators 
Dist.  of  Perkins  & 
Rolls  Royce 
Diesel  Engines 


LANDINI,  THE  ITALIAN  TRACTOR, 

WITH  THE  STRENGTH  OF  AN  ELEPHANT 

THAT  WILL  WORK  FOR  PEANUTS. 

Landini  Tractors  are  noted  for  their  practical 

features,  simplicity  and  low  maintenance.  Their 

rugged  construction  makes  them  durable  under 

the  most  demanding  conditions.  Their  fine 

quality  is  backed  by  a  2-year  warranty  on 

parts  and  labor. 

Landini  offers  a  full  line  of  agricultural  tractors 

with  options  to  suit  a  wide  range  of  specific 

agricultural  needs. 

All  Landini  Tractors  feature  the  world  famous, 
economical  Perkins  engines.  Also  featured  is 

the  12-speed  forward  and  4-speed  reverse 

transmission.  Optional  creeper  gear  as  low  as 

0.25  mph.  shuttle,  overdrive  and/or 

underdrive  are  available. 
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STORM  WATER  REGULATIONS    (Continued  from  page  16) 


sented  at  the  August  7,  1992  meeting. 
It  seems  that  there  was  widespread  ob- 
jection to  the  sampling  and  analysis  re- 
quirements in  the  August  16,  1992  pro- 
posed rule  on  "General"  permits,  and 
these  requirements  have  been  elim- 
inated for  comparatively  clean  indus- 
tries such  as  sugar  mills.  According  to 
EPA  spokesmen,  the  upcoming  rule  will 
simply  require  plants  filing  an  NOI  to 
prepare  and  submit  a  detailed  "Storm 
Water  Pollution  Prevention  Plan,"  to 
promptly  complete  all  construction 
necessary  to  implement  the  plan,  to  pro- 
vide the  personnel  training  necessary  to 
carry  out  the  plan,  and  provide  a  man- 
agement inspection/evaluation/repor- 
ting system.  The  plan  will  be 
significantly  more  detailed  than  ex- 
isting "Spill  Prevention  Control  and 
Countermeasures"  plans,  which  will  ac- 
tually become  an  appendage  of  the 
stormwater  plan.  Self  inspection  reports 
will  be  required  at  least  annually. 

The  risk  of  opting  for  a  "General" 
permit  is  that  the  final  regulations  have 
not  been  promulgated  and  probably  will 
not  be  before  October  1,  1992.  There  is 
always  the  possibility  EPA  will  not  do 
what  it  says.  However,  indications  are 
that  an  "individual"  plant  stormwater 
discharge  permit  will  also  have  samp- 
ling, analysis  and  reporting  require- 
ments similar  to  that  in  existing 
NPDES  wastewater  discharge  permits. 
Furthermore,  it  is  possible  to  apply  later 
for  an  individual  permit  if  the  terms  of 
the  general  permit  are  not  appropriate, 
but  if  an  individual  plant  stormwater 
permit  is  issued,  it  will  be  enforced  for 
at  least  five  years  until  expiration. 

In  view  of  the  recent  developments, 
the  best  course  of  action  for  a  sugar  mill 
is  to  collect  all  storm  water  runoff  from 
the  plant  site  and  handle  through  an  ex- 
isting NPDES  permitted  discharge,  if  it 


is  feasible  to  do  so.  If  not  feasible,  a 
Notice  of  Intent  to  be  included  in  a 
general  permit  should  be  sent  to  EPA  by 
the  October  1,  1992  deadline. 

The  Notice  of  Intent  (NOI)  must  in- 
clude the  legal  name  and  address  of  the 
owner  or  operator  of  the  discharging 
facility,  the  name  and  address  of  the 
facility,  the  type  of  facility  or  discharge, 
and  the  name  of  the  stream  or  water- 
body  that  receives  the  discharge.  Sugar 
mills  planning  to  submit  a  NOI  should 
contact  Brent  Larsen  or  Rhonda  Harris 
at  the  Region  VI  EPA  office  in  Dallas, 
Texas,  Phone  214-655-7175,  for  further 
information  and  a  copy  of  a  submittal 
form  when  it  becomes  available. 


For  efficiency  &  Accuracy  in 
Precision  grading  Consider 
the  purchase  of  a 

Lazerplane 

by 

Spectra-Physics 

Special  Price  on 

Transmitters 

through  September  15 

945L  was  $6995  now  $4995 
1145L  was  $6995  now  $5995 

contact 

ALLEE,ALLEE&  ALLEN,  Agent 

P.O.  BOX  108 

ST.  JAMES,  LA  70086 

504/265-3965 
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Sugarcane  Outfield  Variety  Trials    (Continued  from  page  i3) 


textured  soil,  LHo  83-153  and  CP  82-551 
were  significantly  higher  than  CP 
70-321  in  both  yield  of  sugar  per  acre 
and  tons  of  cane  per  acre. 

Commercial  varieties:  In  the  plant-cane 
tests  there  were  no  significant  dif- 
ferences in  yield  of  sugar  per  acre  of  tons 
of  cane  per  acre  between  plant-cane 
crops  of  the  commercial  varieties  on 
either  light  or  heavy  textured  soil.  CP 
74-383  was  significantly  lower  than  CP 
70-321  in  TRS  on  both  soil  types. 

In  the  first-stubble  tests,  CP  65-357 
was  significantly  lower  in  yield  of  sugar 
per  acre  than  CP  70-321  on  both  soil 
types.  On  light  soil  in  first-stubble,  LCP 
82-89  was  significantly  lower  than  CP 
70-321  in  yield  of  sugar  per  acre.  CP 
74-383  was  significantly  higher  in  tons 
of  cane  per  acre  on  light  textured  soil. 

In  the  second-stubble  tests  on  light 
textured  soil,  no  commercial  variety  was 
significantly  different  from  CP  70-321. 
On  heavy  textured  soil,  CP  74-383  and 
CP  79-318  were  significantly  higher  in 
tons  of  cane  per  acre  than  CP  70-321.  CP 
79-318  was  significantly  higher  in  yield 
of  sugar  per  acre  than  CP  70-321. 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 

The  authors  would  like  to  express 
their  appreciation  to  the  outfield 
cooperators  and  their  personnel  for 
assistance  in  planting  and  harvesting 
outfield  tests  in  1990. 

REFERENCES 

1.  Fanguy,  H.P.  and  D.D.  Garrison. 
1982.  Sugarcane  variety  testing  in 
Louisiana.  Proc.  Inter-American 
Sugar  Cane  Seminar  111:135-138. 

2.  Garrison,  D.D.,  Quebedeaux,  K.L., 
Waguespack,  H.L.  and  Jackson,  W.R. 
1990.  1990  Sugarcane  variety  out- 
field experiments  in  Louisiana  during 
1989.  Sugar  Bull.  69(1):11-14,  22-25. 


3.  Landry,  D.  1991.  Sugarcane  Planting 
Recommendations  and  Suggestions 
for  Louisiana  Sugarcane  Producers  - 
1991. 

4.  Legendre,  B.L.  and  M.T.  Henderson. 
1972.  History  and  development  of 
sugar  yield  calculations.  Proc.  ASSCT 
2(NS):10-18. 

5.  Louisiana  Monthly  Climate  Review, 
Office  of  State  Climatology  and  An- 
thropology, Louisiana  State  Univer- 
sity. 1989.  Vol.  9,  No.  1-12. 

(See  Tables  1-7,  pages  19-22) 

THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN 

Mailing  List  Update 

D  Address  change.  Please  attach  top 
portion  of  front  cover  containing 
your  name  and  address. 

n  I  no  longer  wish  to  receive  THE 
SUGAR  BULLETIN.  Please  remove 
my  name  from  your  mailing  list. 

Name    


Address 

City  

State 


Zip. 


Mail  to: 

THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN 

P.O.  DRAWER  938 
THIBODAUX,  LA.  70302 


For  changes  in  present  subscription,  ad- 
dress imprint  from  front  cover  must  be 
attached. 


18 


THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN 


Table  1.  Dates  of  planting  and  harvest  for  13  outfield  locations  in  1990  on  both  light  and 
heavy  textured  soils. 

Locations 

B.  Secour    Cinclare     F.  Pearce     Georgia      Lanaux      Oaklawn     R.  Hebert     St.  John 


Light  Textured  Soil 
Plant  Cane  Crop 


Planted  '89         08/31 
Harvested  '90      12/04 


Planted  '88         09/23 
Harvested '90      11/08 


10/31 


09/22 

1  / 


09/26 

09/14           09/13 

09/27 

11/15 

12/13              1  / 
First-stubble  crop 

1  / 

10/19 

10/10          09/09 

10/13 

11/15 

12/13             1  / 
Second-stubble  crop 

10/31 

09/25 
11/14 


10/06 
11/14 


09/08 


09/27 

1  / 


Planted  '87 
Harvested  '90 

09/10 

1  / 

09/12 

-                1  / 

09/25           09/15           09/23 
10/26           11/07           _U 

10/01            09/18 

1  /               1  / 

Locations 

Allain 

Evan  Hall 

Magnolia             McLeod 

Oaklawn 

Heavy  Textured  Soil 
Plant-cane  crop 


Planted  '89 
Harvested  '90 


Planted  '88 
Harvested  '90 


Planted  '87 
Harvested  '90 


09/28 
11/19 


10/14 
11/19 


09/08 

1  / 


10/10 

09/19                   09/20 

11/01 

12/12                   11/06 

First-stubble  crop 

10/12 

10/11                     - 

1  / 

11/08                      1  / 

Second-stubble  crop 

09/11 
1  / 


09/30 
10/29 


09/09 

1  / 


09/27 
11/20 


10/13 


09/23 
10/31 


_J_J  Not  harvested  due  to  freeze. 

TABLE  2.  Yield  data  from  the  plant  cane  crop  at  4  outfield  locations  on  light  soil  during  1990. 

Sugar  per        Yield  per        Sugar  per  Stalk 

Variety  acre  acre  ton  Weight         Population 


(lb.) 

(tons) 

(lb.) 

(lb.) 

(no.) 

CP  84-730 

8377  + 

29.7 

283  + 

3.20  + 

18636 

LCP  85-384 

8115 

30.6 

266 

2.26- 

27210  + 

CP  85-845 

7468 

30.3 

247- 

2.53- 

24366  + 

CP  79-318 

7442 

29.4 

253 

2.79 

21165 

CP  70-321 

7295 

27.9 

262 

2.80 

20035 

CP  82-551 

7066 

28.1 

251 

2.32- 

24246  + 

CP  74-383 

7066 

29.2 

243— 

2.66 

22162 

LCP  85-336 

6823 

27.9 

244— 

2.65 

21023 

LCP  82-89 

6702 

27.7 

241- 

2.63 

21177 

CP-65-357 

6682 

26.3 

253 

2.64 

19976 

LHo  83-153 

6654 

27.5 

241  — 

2.39- 

22956  + 

LCP  85-376 

6487 

25.6 

254 

2.47— 

21013 

MSD 

973 

3.7 

13 

0.22 

2920 

( + )  or  ( - )  denotes  yields  which  are  statistically  higher  or  lower  than  CP  70-321  at  P  =  0.05. 
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TABLE  3.  Yield  data  from  the  first-stubble  crop  at  5  outfield  locations  on  light  soil  during 
1990.  _J_7 


Sugar  per 

Yield  per 

Sugar  per 

Stalk 

Variety 

acre 

acre 

ton 

Weight 

Population 

(lb.) 

(tons) 

(lb.) 

(lb.) 

(No.) 

LHo  83-153 

6920  + 

28.4  + 

243  V 

2.05- 

27802+             < 

CP  84-730 

6710 

24.1 

276  + 

2.49 

19382 

CP  82-551 

6372  + 

26.2  + 

242— 

1.96— 

26692  + 

CP  74-383 

6357 

26.1  + 

242- 

1.99— 

26125  + 

CP  76-331 

6341 

24.7 

256 

2.38 

20805 

CP  70-321 

6134 

23.1 

263 

2.36 

19665 

CP  79-318 

6095 

24.6 

247- 

2.29 

21567 

LCP  82-89 

5463- 

23.4 

231- 

2.11- 

22152  + 

CP  65-357 

4702- 

19.1- 

242- 

2.27 

16868- 

MSD 

604 

2.6 

10 

0.18 

2427 

_LJ  (  +  )or(- 

-)  denotes  yields  which  are  statistically  higher  or  lower  than  CP  70-321  at  P  =  0.05. 

TABLE  4.  Yield  data  from  the  second-stubble  crop  at  2  outfield  locations  on  light  soil  during 
1990.  _L_/ 

Sugar  per        Yield  per        Sugar  per  Stalk 

Variety  acre  acre  ton  Weight         Population 


(lb.) 

(tons) 

(lb.) 

(lb.) 

(no.) 

CP  82-551 

6040 

28.6 

211 

2.03 

28349  + 

CP  76-331 

5635 

25.2 

223 

2.49 

20344 

LHo  83-153 

5402 

25.6 

211 

2.08 

24682  + 

CP  79-318 

5398 

24.7 

219 

2.41 

20477 

CP  74-383 

5376 

25.9 

207 

2.17 

24159  + 

LCP  82-89 

4636 

22.9 

201 

2.27 

19968 

CP  65-357 

4634 

21.6 

217 

2.44 

17939 

CP  70-321 

4426 

20.8 

212 

2.43 

17122 

MSD 

n.s. 

n.s.                   n.s. 

0.45 

6401 

1    / 

(  +  ) 

or(- 

-)  denotes  yields  which 

are  statistically  higher  or 

lower  than  CP  70-321  at  P  =  0.05. 
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TABLE  5.  Yield  data  from  the  plant-cane  crop  at  5  outfield  locations  on  light  soil  during 
1990.  _L^ 


Sugar  per 

Yield  per 

Sugar  per 

Stalk 

Variety 

acre 

acre 

ton 

Weight 

Population 

(lb.) 

(tons) 

(lb.) 

(lb.) 

(no.) 

CP  84-730 

8687  + 

30.5 

285  + 

3.25  + 

18843 

LCP  85-384 

8669  + 

33.3  + 

261 

2.42- 

27819  + 

CP  70-321 

7856 

29.8 

265 

2.88 

20829 

CP  85-845 

7765 

31.8 

245- 

2.62- 

24517  + 

CP  65-357 

7743 

30.9 

252 

2.95 

21153 

LHo  83-153 

7645 

31.2 

246- 

2.43- 

25694  + 

LCP  82-89 

7551 

29.9 

255 

2.82 

21037 

CP  79-318 

7522 

29.5 

256 

2.97 

20006 

CP  72-370 

7349 

28.3 

260 

2.84 

20091 

CP  74-383 

7296 

29.6 

247- 

2.70 

22396 

LCP  85-336 

7193 

29.0 

252 

2.73 

21355 

CP  82-551 

7043- 

28.7 

246- 

2.38- 

24240  + 

LCP  85-376 

6472- 

26.8 

242- 

2.68- 

19957 

MSD 

762 

3.4 

15 

0.18 

2126 

_U  (  +  )or(- 

)  denotes  yields  which  are  statistically  higher  or  lower  than  CP  70-321  at  P  =  0.05. 

TABLE  6.  Yield  data  from  the  first-stubble  crop  at  2  outfield  locations  on  light  soil  during 
1990.  _1_J 


Sugar  per 

Yield  per 

Sugar  per 

Stalk 

Variety 

acre 

acre 

ton 

Weight 

Population 

(lb.) 

(tons) 

(lb.) 

(lb.) 

(no.) 

CP  70-321 

8212 

31.2 

267 

2.45 

25485 

CP  74-383 

8206 

33.6 

246- 

2.20 

31108 

CP  84-730 

8155 

29.3 

281  + 

2.67 

21870 

LCP  82-89 

8098 

31.6 

259 

2.48 

25489 

LHo  83-153 

7702 

30.5 

253- 

2.47 

24946 

CP  82-551 

7454 

29.5 

254- 

2.14 

27513 

CP  79-318 

7387 

28.7 

257 

2.56 

22713 

CP  72-370 

7204 

27.8 

260 

2.25 

24946 

CP  65-357 

5849- 

26.4 

219- 

2.89  + 

18383 

MSD 

2165 

n.s. 

12 

0.39 

7906 

— ^  (  +  )or(- 

)  denotes  yields  which 

are  statistically  higher  or  lower  than  CP  70-321  at  P  =  0.05. 
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TABLE  7.  Yield  data  from  the  second-stubble  crop  at  2  outfield  locations  on  light  soil  during 
1990.  _J I 


Sugar  per        Yield  per        Sugar  per  Stalk 

acre  acre  ton  Weight         Population 


Variety 


(lb.) 

(tons) 

(lb.) 

(lb.) 

(no.) 

CP  79-318 

5999  + 

24.8  + 

240 

2.18 

22851 

LHo  83-153 

5961  + 

27.2  + 

220 

1.93 

28571 + 

CP  82-551 

5308  + 

23.5  + 

226 

1.76 

27101  + 

LCP  82-89 

4567 

19.6 

228 

1.93 

20302 

CP  65-357 

4537 

20.3 

220 

2.03 

20466 

CP  74-383 

4508 

20.8  + 

216 

1.73 

23805 

CP  76-331 

4212 

17.7 

238 

2.22 

15782 

CP  70-321 

3070 

13.3 

224 

2.09 

12643 

MSD 


1708 


7.0 


n.s. 


n.s. 


11882 


J_J  (  +  )  or  (-)  denotes  yields  which  are  statistically  higher  or  lower  than  CP  70-321  at  P  =  0.05. 


Farm  Financing  From 
Foiics  Wlio  Understand. 

Sometimes  it's  hard  to  explain  —  to  someone 
who  doesn't  know  your  business  —  why  you  need 
money  and  how  you  plan  to  use  it. 

At  First  South  Production  Credit  Association  you 
won't  have  to  educate  our  loan  officers. 

They  understand  farming  and  they'll  tailor  a 
financing  package  to  fit  your  needs. 

(^x^       ^  We'll  help  you  buy  that  new 

\\  tractor,  get  the  crop  in  this 

^  -<-       year,  make  farm  improvements 

or  just  keep  the  cash  flow  flowing. 

Because  You  Deserve  It. 

Give  us  a  call. 


.^ 


w 


First  South 

Production  Credit  Association 


LESTER  SIMON 


HARVEY  GONSOULIN 
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IN  THE  FACTORY 

crystals.  Finally,  if  the  sugar  is  wash- 
ed, the  removal  by  washing  of  most  of 
the  molasses  film. 

Measures  of  centrifugal  performance 
include  quantity  or  throughput  (most 
important  under  normal  circumstances) 
and  quality  of  separation  and  of  product. 
The  quality  of  separation  may  be 
thought  of  in  terms  of  sugar  in  the 
molasses  stream  (purity  rise)  and 
molasses  in  the  sugar  stream  (crystal 
purity).  For  product  quality  the  con- 
siderations are  crystal  breakage  and 
crystal  handling  characteristics  or 
flowability.  Other  factors  of  course  in- 
clude capital  and  operating  costs, 
lifetime  and  maintenance. 

Routine  operating  conditions  are 
usually  those  which  achieve  maximum 
throughput  as  long  as  the  product  quali- 
ty criteria  are  met.  For  commercial 
sugar  the  more  important  product 
criteria  are  related  to  sugar  quality 
rather  than  molasses  purity.  For  the 
final  strike  where  sugar  loss  must  be 
minimized,  sugar  quality  is  less  impor- 
tant than  avoiding  high  final  molasses 
purity.  The  sugar  is  recycled  in  pro- 
cesses and  some  return  of  molasses  is  ac- 
ceptable, though  efforts  should  be  made 
to  minimize  the  quantity. 

The  distinction  is  made  between 
high  molasses  purity  due  to  operational 
factors  (worn  or  torn  screens,  excessive 
fines  in  the  feed  and  excessive  use  of 
wash  water  and  steam)  and  those 
associated  with  the  processing  behavior 
and  design  of  a  particular  centrifugal. 
The  paper  gives  some  results  of  a 
mathematical  study  of  the  flow  and 
filtration  characteristics,  including  such 
variables  as  rotational  speed,  basket 
size,  screen  resistance  and  viscosity. 

Mathematical  relationships  are 
described  which  are  proposed  as  aids  to 
the    technologist    in    quantifying   the 


(Continued  from  page  10) 

behavior  of  mill  centrifugals.  Examples 
are  given  for  different  centrifugal 
designs  and  manufacturers,  including 
the  Superfugal.  A  study  of  this  type  on 
Louisiana  massecuites  would  be  very 
useful  and  we  should  give  thought  to 
how  we  would  proceed  in  such  a  study. 
There  are  more  papers  to  comment 
on,  especially  dealing  with  steam 
utilization  and  operation  of  continuous 
vacuum  pans  and  I  will  deal  with  these 
next  month. 


Liquid  Fertilizers 
For  Sugar  Cane 


OUACHITA 


FERTILIZER 


NEW  IBERIA,  LA.       (318)  367-8233 


SUGAR 

BULLETIN 

WANT 

ADS 

GET 

RESULTS 


SEPTEMBER  1,  1992 


23 


WORKSHOP  ON  ANALYSIS  OF 
SUGARS  IN  FOODS  AND  FEEDS 

September  30,  1992  —  Omni  Royal  Orleans  Hotel 
New  Orleans,  Louisiana 

Sponsored  hy  the 
Sugar  Processing  Research  Institute,  Inc. 

Ttie  Workshop  is  designed  to  review  current  metiiods  of  analysis 
of  sugars,  present  recent  developments  in  the  area,  and  discuss 
future  directions  for  sugar  analysis.  Potential  food  labelling  regula- 
tions that  classify  sugars  as  simple  or  complex  carbohydrates  are 
an  important  consideration. 

PROGRAM 

Morning:  Presentations  by  instrument  manufacturers  on  their  cur- 

rent and  planned  applications  for  sugars  analysis. 
Chromatographic,  enzymatic  and  NIR  systems,  and 
specialty  nmr  and  mass  spectrometric  analysis  are  in- 
cluded. Current  methods  of  analysis  for  sugars,  syrups 
and  molasses  are  reviewed. 

Afternoon:  Presentation  by  food  and  beverage  companies  and  ex- 
perts in  the  field  on  applications  of  current  and  poten- 
tial methods  to  specific  foods  and  feeds:  molasses  and 
feed  products;  chocolate  and  confectionery;  cereals  and 
breads;  fruit  products;  soft  drinks  and  beverages. 

For  further  information  and  registration  materials,  contact 

Dr.  M.A.  Clarke,  SPRI,  Inc. 
1100  Robert  E.  Lee  Blvd. 
New  Orleans,  LA  70124 

Phone:  504-286-4542 
Fax:       504-282-5387 
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